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Part XXI. 



ANECDOTES OF DR. JOHNSON, 
BY JOHN NORTHCOTE, R, A. (i) 



474. Poverty and Mortification. 

At the time when Sir Joshua Reynolds resided in New- 
port Street, he one afternoon, accompanied hy his sister 
Frances, paid a visit to the Miss Cotterells, who lived 
much in the fashionable world. Johnson was also of 
the party on this tea visit ; and, at that time, being very 
poor, he was, as might he expected, rather shabbily 
apparelled. The maid servant, by accident, attended at 
the door to let them in, but did not know Johnson, 
who was the last of the diree that came in ; when the 
servant maid, seeing this uncouth and dirty 'figure of a 
man, and not conceiving that he could be one of the 

(1 ) [From Northcote*8 « Memoirs of Sir Joshua Reynolds."] 
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2 JOHNSONIANA. 

company who came to visit her mistresses^ laid hold of 
his coat just as he was going up stairs^ and pulled him 
hack again^ sayings ^' You fellow ! what is your husiness 
here ? I suppose you intended to roh the house." This 
most unlucky accident tlirew poor Johnson into such a 
fit of shame and anger, that he roared out^ like a bull^ 
" What have I done ? what have I done ? " Nor could 
he recover himself for the remainder of the evening 
from this mortifying circumstance, 

475. Richardson, 

Dr. Johnson had a great desire to cultivate the friend- 
ship of Richardson^ the author of '' Clarissa ; '* and, with 
this view, paid him frequent visits. These were re- 
ceived very coldly by the latter ; " but," observed the 
Doctor, in speaking of this to a friend, ^^ I was de- 
termined to persist till I had gained my point ; because 
I knew very well that, when I had once overcome his 
reluctance and shyness of humour, our intimacy would 
contribute to the happiness of both." The event veri- 
fied the Doctor's prediction. 

476. Idle Curiosity. 

Dr. Johnson was displeased if he supposed himself 
at any time made the object of idle Curiosity. When 
Miss Reynolds on<^ d^sitcd him to dine at Sir Joshua's, 
on a day fixed Upon by herself, he readily accepted the 
invitation ; yet, having doubts as iso the importance 6f 
her companions, ot of her reasons for inciting him, he 
added, at the same time, ** but I will not be made a 
show of." 

477. ''Clarissa:' 

Johnson introduced Sir Joshua Reynolds and his sister 
to Richardson ; but hinted to them, at the same time, that, 
if they wished to see the latter in good humour, they 
must expatiate oti the excell^des of Ms ^' Clarissa^" 
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478* Introductiona and CondvMons, 

I have heard Sir Joshua repeat a speech which the 
Doctor made about the time of his writing the ^^ Idler^" 
and in which he gave himself credit in two particulars : 
— '^ There are two things/* said he, '^ which I am 
confident I can do very well : one is, an introduction to 
any literary work, stating what it is to contain, and how 
it should be executed in the most perfect manner ; the 
other is a conclusion, showing, from yarious causes, why 
the execution has not been equal to what the autfior 
promised to himself and to the public/* 

479. Tea. 
Johnson's extraordinary, or rather extravagant, fond, 
ness for tea did not fail to excite notice wherever he 
went; and it is related, though not by Boswell, that 
whilst on his Scottish tour, and spending some time at 
DuDvegan, the dowager Lady Macleod having re- 
peatedly helped him, until she had poured out sixteen 
cups, idle then asked him, if a small basin would not 
save him trouble and be more agreeable ? -^^^ I wonder. 
Madam," answered he roughly, " why all the ladies 
ask me such questions. It is to save yourselves trouble, 
Madam, and not me." The lady was silent, and re« 
sumed her task, 

480. '^ A completely wicked Man,** 

Dr. Johnson being in company with Sir Joshua and 
his sister. Miss Reynolds^ and the conversation turning 
on morality. Sir Joshua said, he did not think there 
was in the world any man completely wicked. John- 
son answered, '* I do not know what you mean by 
completely wicked.*' ^ I mean," returned Sir Joshua, 
^ a man lost to all sense of shame." Dr. Johnson 
replied, that '* to be completely wicked, a man must be 
also lost to all sense of conscience." Sir Joshua said, 

B 2 



4 JOHNSONIANA. 

he thought it was exactly the same ; he could see no 
difference. " What ! " said Johnson^ ^' can you see 
no difference? I am ashamed to hear you^ or any 
body^ utter such nonsense^ when the one relates to men 
only, the other to God ! " Miss Reynolds then observed, 
that when shame was lost, conscience was nearly gone. 
Johnson agreed, that her conclusion was very just. 

481. Richardson on Painting. 

«Dr. Johnson knew nothing of the art of painting, 
either in theory or practice ; which is one proof that he 
could not be the author of Sir Joshua's " Discourses : " 
indeed, his imperfect sight was some excuse for his 
total ignorance in that department of study. One day, 
being at dinner at Sir Joshua's, in company with many 
painters, in the course of conversation Richardson's 
*' Treatise on Painting " happened to be mentioned : 
*' Ah ! " said Johnson, " I remember, when I was at 
college, I by chance found that book on my stairs : I 
took it up with me to my chamber, and read it through, 
and truly I did not think it possible to say so much 
upon the art." Sir Joshua, who could not hear dis- 
tinctly, desired of one of the company to be informed 
what Johnson had said ; and it being repeated to him 
so loud that Johnson heard it,#the Doctor seemed hurt, 
and added, '^ But I did not wish. Sir, that Sir Joshua 
should have been told what I then said." The latter 
speech of Johnson denotes a delicacy in him, and an 
unwillingness to offend; and it evinces a part of his 
character, which he has not had the credit of having 
ever possessed. 

482. " Venice Preserved,*' 
One day, Johnson and Goldsmith meeting at Sir 
Joshua Reynolds's table, the conversation turned on the 
merits of Otway's '^ Venice Preserved," which Gold- 
smith highly extolled ; asserting, that of all tragedies 
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it was the one nearest in excellence to Shakspeare : 
when Johnson, in his peremptory manner, contradicted 
him, and pronounced that there were not forty good 
lines to he found in the whole play ; adding, ^^ Pooh ! 
what stuff are these lines ! 

" What feminine tales hast thou been listening to, 
Of unair'd sheets, catarrh, and toothach, got 
By thin-soled shoes ? " 

" True I " replied Goldsmith ; " to he sure, that is very 
like Shakspeare.** 

483. Criticisms on Goldsmith, 

Soon after Goldsmith's death, some people dining 
with Sir Joshua were commenting rather freely on 
some part of his works, which, in their opinion, neither 
discovered talent nor originality. To this Dr. Johnson 
listened, in his usual growling manner, for some time ; 
when, at length, his patience heing exhausted, he rose 
with great dignity, looked them full in the face, and 
exclaimed, " If nohody were suffered to abuse poor 
Goldy but those who could write as well, he would 
have few censors." 

484. Portrait of Johnson reading. ■ 

In 1775, Sir Joshua painted that portrait of his 
friend Johnson, which represents him as reading and 
near-sighted. This was very displeasing to the Doctor, 
who, when he saw it, reproved Sir Joshua for painting 
him in that manner and attitude ; saying, ^' It is not 
friendly to hand down to posterity the imperfections of 
any man." But, on the contrary, Sir Joshua esteemed- 
it as a circumstance in nature to be remarked, as charac- 
terising the person represented, and therefore as giving 
additional value to the portrait. 

485. Johnson's Pride. 

Of Johnson's pride, I have heard Sir Joshua himself 
observe, that if any man drew him into a state of obli- 
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gaticm without his own consent^ that man was the first 
he would affront, by way ^f oWing off the account 

486. Trip to Plymouth. ^ OotUed Cream and Cider. 

Reynolds's trip to Plymou^, acomnpanied by Dr. 
Johnson, took place in 1762 : when, during a visit to a 
neighbouring gentleman, Johnson's irregularity of con- 
duct produced considerable alarm in the mind of their 
host ; who, in order to gratify his guests, had placed 
before them every delicacy which the house affwded. 
On this occasion the Doctor, who seldom showed much 
discretion in his feeding, devoured so large a quantity 
of new honey and of clouted cream, which is peculiar 
to Devonshire, besides drinking large potations of new 
cider, that the entertainer found himself much em- 
barrassed between his anxious regard for the Doctor's 
health, and his fear of breaking through tlie rules of 
politeness, by giving him a hint on the sulject. The 
strength of Johnson's constitution, however, saved him 
from any unpleasant consequences which might have 
been expected. 

48 7> Farmer on Shakspeare. 
Dr. Farmer, of Cambridge, had written a most excel- 
lent and convincing pamphlet, to prove that Shakspeare 
knew little or nothing of the ancients but by trans, 
lations. Being in company with Dr. Johnson, he re. 
ceived from him the following compliment upon the 
work : " Dr. Farmer, you have done that which never 
was done before ; that is, you have completely finished 
a controversy beyond aU further doubt." " I thank 
you," answered Dr. Farmer, " for your fiattering 
opinion of my work, but still think tiiere are some 
critics who will adhere to their old opinions, — certain 
persons that I could name.'' ^^Ah!" said Johnson, 
'^ that may be true ; for the limbs will quiver and 
move after the soul is gone." 
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488. Johnson and Peter Pindar, 

Dr. Walcot^ in a letter addre88e4 to me^ says : — 
Happening to be in company with Dr. Johnson^ an4 
observing to him^ that his portrait by Reynolds was not 
safficiently dignified — prepared with a flat contradiction^ 
he replied^ in a kind of bnll-dog giK)wl, ' No^ Sir ! the 
paicil of B^yncdda never wanted dignity nor the graces. 
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489. '' Peter Paul RubeM,*' 
James MacArdell, the mezzotinto engraver^ having 
taken a very good print from the portrait of Rubens^ 
came with it one morning to Sir Joshua Reynolds^ to 
inquire if he could inform him particularly of the many 
titles to which Rubens had a rights in order to inscribe 
them properly under his print; saying, he believed 
that Rubens bad been knighted by the kings of France, 
Spain^ and England;. was secretv^of state in Flanders, 
and to the privy seal in Spain; and had been em- 
ployed in a ministerial capacity from the court of 
Madrid to the court of London, to negotiate a treaty of 
peace between the two crowns ; and that he was also a 
magistrate of Antwerp, Su. Dr. Johnson, happening 
to be in the room with Sir Joshua at the time, and 
understanding MacArdeli's inquiry, interfered rather 
abruptly, saying, ^^ Pooh ! pooh ! put his name idone 
under Uie print, * Peter Paul Rubens :' that is full suf- 
ficient, and more than all the rest" This advice of 
the Doctor was accordingly followed. 

490. Comptiments, 
At the time that Miss Linley was in the highest 
esteem as a public singer. Dr. Johnson came in the 
evening to drink tea with Miss Reynolds; and when he 
entered the room, she said to him, " See, Dr. Johnson, 
what a preference I give to your company ; for I had 
an ofibr of a place in a box at the Oratorio^ to hear Miss 

B 4 
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Linley; but I would rather sit with you than hear 
Miss Linley sing." *^ And I, Madam^" replied John- 
son^ *^ would rather sit with you than sit upon a 
throne." The Doctor would not be surpassed even in a 
trifling compUment 

491* Learned Ladies. 
Several ladies being in company with Dr. Johnson^ 
it was remjurked by one of them^ that a learned woman 
was by no means a rare character in the present age ; 
when Johnson replied^ " I have known a great many 
ladies who knew Latin^ but very few who knew En- 
gHsh." A lady observed^ dAit women surpassed men 
in epistolary correspondence. Johnson said^ ^' I do 
not know that." ^' At least,"^ said the lady, '^ they 
are most pleasing when they are in conversation." 
" No, Madam," returned Johnson, ^' I think they are 
most pleasing when they hold their tongues." 



492* Saying good Things, 
A friend of Dr. Johnson's, in conversation with him, 
was lamenting the disagreeable situation in which those 
persons stood, who were eminent for their witticisms, as 
they were perpetually expected to be saying good 
things — that it was a heavy tax on them. " It is, 
indeed," said Johnson, '^ a very heavy tax on them ; a 
tax which no man can pay who does not steal." 

493. Burke. — Sir Joshua Reynolds, 

Speaking of how much Sir Joshua owed to the 
writings and conversation of Johnson, Mr. Burke said, 
that " nothing showed more the greatness of Sir Joshua's 
parts, than his taking advantage of both, and making 
some application of them to his profession, when John- 
son nei^er understood, nor desired to understand, any 
thing of painting, and had no distinct idea of its no- 
menclature, even in those parts which had got most 
into use in common life." 



ANNA SEWARD. 



Part XXII. 

ANECDOTES OF DR. JOHNSON, 
BY ANNA SEWARD. (0 



494. Johnsons '' Beauties** 
Love is the great softener of savage dispositions. 
Johnson had always a metaphysic passion for one 
princess or other : first, the rustic Lucy Porter, hefore 
he married her nauseous mother ; next, the handsome, 
hut haughty, Molly Aston ; next, the sublimated, me- 
thodistic, Hill Boothby, who read her bible in Hebrew ; 
and, lasdy, the more charming Mrs. Thrale, with the 
beauty of the first, the learning of the second, and with 
more worth than a bushel of such sinners and such saints. 
It is ridiculously diverting to see the old elephant for- 
saking his nature before these princesses — 

" To make them mirth, use all his might, and writhe. 
His mighty form disporting." 

This last and long-enduring passion for Mrs. 
Thrale was, however, composed equally, perhaps, of 
cupboard love, Platonic love, and vanity tickled and 
gratified, from mom to night, by incessant homage. The 
two first ingredients are certainly oddly heterogeneous ; 
but Johnson, in religion and politics, in love and in 
hatred, was composed of such opposite and contradictory 
materials^ as never before met in the human mind. 

(1) [From « Letters of Anna Seward, written between the 
years 1784 and 1807."] 
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This is the reason why folk are never weary of talking, 
reading, and writing about a man — 

*' So various, that he seem'd to be 
Not one, but all mankind's epitome." 

495. Johnson's Courtship. 
I have often heard my mother say she perfectly 
remembered Johnson's wife. He has recorded of her 
that beauty which existed only in his imagination. She 
had a very red face^ and very indifferent features ; and 
her manners in advanced life — for her children were 
all grown up when Johnson first saw her — had an 
unbecoming excess of girlish levity, and disgusting af* 
fectation. The rustic prettiness and artless manners 
of her daughter, the present Mrs. Lucy Porter, had 
won Johnson's youthful heart, when she was upon a 
visit at my grandfather's in Johnson's school-days. Dis- 
gusted by his unsightly form^ she had a personal aversion 
to him. Business taking Johnson to Birmingham^ on the 
death of his own father, and calling upon his coy mis- 
tress there, he found her father dying. He passed all 
his leisure hours at Mr. Porter's, attending his sick-bed, 
and, in a few months after his death, asked Mrs. John- 
son's consent to marry the old widow. After expressing 
her surprise at a request so extraordinary — ^' No, 
Sam, my willing consent you will never have to so 
preposterous a match. You are not twenty-five, and 
she is turned of fifty. If she had any prudence, this 
request had never been made to me. Where are your 
means of subsistence ? Porter has died poor, in con- 
sequence of bis ydfe's expensive habits. You have 
great talents, but, as yet, hav# turned them into no 
profitable channel." '' Mother, I have not deceived 
Mrs. Porter : I have told her the worst of me ; that I 
am of mean extraction, that I have no money, and 
that I have had an uncle hanged." She replied, that she 
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valued no one more or less for his descent ; that she 
had no more money than myself; imd that^ thon^^ 
she had not had a relation hanged, she had fifty who 
deserved hanging." And thus became accomplished 
this very curious amour. (^) 

496. MtM EHxabeth Aston, 

The following is the conversation that passed between 
Dr. Johnson and myself in company, on the subject of 
Kiss Elizabeth Aston (^), of Stowe-hill, with whom he 
always passed so much time when he was in Lichfield, 
and for whom he professed so great a friendship :-~ 
ISeward. ** I have often heard my mother say. Doctor, 
that Mrs. Elizabeth Aston was, in her youth, a very 
beautiful woman ; and that, with all the consciousness 
and spiteful spleen of a very bad temper, she had great 
powers of pleasing; that she was lively, and insinu- 
ating. I knew her not till the vivacity of her youth 
had long been extinguished; and I confess I looked 
in vain for the traces of former ability. I wish to 

(1) This account was given to Mr. Boswell; who, as Miss 
Seward could not have known it of her own knowledge, asked 
the lady for her authori^. Miss Seward, in reply, quoted Mrs. 
Cobb, an old friend of Johnson's, who resided at Lichfield. To 
her, then, Boswell addressed himself; and, to his equal satis- 
£iction and surprise, was answered that Mrs. Cobb had not only 
never told such a story» but that she had not even ever heard of 
it. Notwithstanding this denial, Miss Seward persisted in her 
story to the last. The report as to the hanging was probablv 
derived from a coarse passase in die Rev. Donald M*Nicol s 
Remarks on Dr. Johnson's Journey to the Hebrides '."r'^ But, 
whatever the Doctor may insinuate about the present scarcity of 
trees in Scotland, we are much deceived by fame if a very near 
ancestor of his, who was a native of liiat country, did not find 
to bis cost, that a tree was not quite such a rari^ in bis days." 
That some Scotchman, of the name of JohnstoUf may have hemx 
hanged in the seventeenth century, is very likely ; but there 
seems no reason whatsoever to believe that any of Dr. Johnson's 
fwoily were natives of Scotland. — C* 

Oe) [See mth, Vol. L p. 85. She died in 178&] 
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have your opinion of what she was — you, who knew 
her so well in her hest days." Johnson. " My dear^ 
when thy mother told thee Aston was handsome, thy 
mother told thee truth : she was very handsome. When 
thy mother told thee that Aston loved to ahuse her 
neighhours^ she told thee truth ; hut when thy mother 
told thee that Aston had any marked ahility in that 
same ahusive business^ that wit gave it zest^ or imagin- 
ation colour^ thy mother did not tell thee truth. No^ 
no^ Madam^ Aston's understanding was not of any 
strength^ either native or acquired." Seward. ^^ But, 
Sir, I have heard you say, that her sister's hushand, 
Mr. Walmesley, was a man of bright parts, and ex- 
tensive knowledge ; that he was also a man of strong 
passions, and though benevolent in a thousand instances, 
yet irascible in as many. It is well known, that Mr. 
Walmesley was considerably governed by this lady. 
Could it be, that, without some marked intellectual 
powers, she could obtain absolute dominion over such a 
man ? " Johnson. '^ Madam, I have said, and truly, 
that Walmesley had bright and extensive powers of 
mind; that they had been cultivated by familiarity 
with the best authors, and by connections with the 
learned and polite. It is a fact, that Aston obtained 
nearly absolute dominion over his will ; it is no less a 
fact, that his disposition was irritable and violent : but 
Walmesley was a man ; and there is no man who 
can resist the repeated attacks of a furious woman. 
Walmesley had no alternative but to submit, or turn 
her out of doors." Q) 

497- MoUy Aston* 
Mr. Gilbert Walmesley, my father's predecessor in 
this house, was Johnson's Mecsnas, and the Molly 

(1 ) [Mr. Boswell declined to insert this account in his Life of 
Johnson. He had, no doubt, seen much reason to question its 
accuracy.] 
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Aston Q), whom he mentions with such . passionate 
attachment in his letters to Mrs. Thrale, was his wife's 
sister^ — a daughter of Sir Thomas Aston^ a wit^ a 
beauty^ and a toast. Johnson was always fancying him- 
self in love with some princess or other. It was when 
he was a school-boy^ under my grandfather^ that the 
reputation of his talents and rapid progress in the 
classics induced the noble-minded Walmesley to en. 
dure^ at his elegant table^ the low-born squalid youth 
— here that he suffered him and Garrick to " imp their 
eagle wings^*' a delighted spectator and auditor of their 
efforts. It was here that Miss Molly Aston was fre- 
quently a visiter in the family of her brother-in-law^ 
and probably amused herself with the uncouth . ador- 
ations of the learned^ though dirty stripling. Lucy 
Porter^ whose visit to Lichfield had been but for a 
few weeks^ was then gone back to her parents at 
Birmingham^ and the brighter Molly Aston became the 
Laura of our Petrarch. 

498. Mrs. Cobb. (2) 

Poor Moll Cobb^ as Dr. Johnson used to caU her^ is 
gone to her long home. Johnson spoke with uniform 
contempt both of the head and heart of this personage. 
" How should Moll Cobb be a wit?" would he exclaim, 
in a room full of company. '^ Cobb has read nothing, 
Cobb knows nothing ; and where nothing has been put 
into the brain, nothing can come of it, to any purpose of 
rational entertainment." Somebody replied, — " Then 
why is Dr. Johnson so often her visiter?" "O! I 
love Cobb — I love Moll Cobb for her impudence." 
The despot was right in his premises, but his conclusion 
was erroneous. Little as had been put into Mrs. 
Cobb's brain, much of shrewd, biting, and humorous 

(1) [See ant^, VoL I. p. 85.] 

(2) [See ant^ Vol. VII. p. 29a] 
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satire was natire in the soil^ and has often amused ^ery 
Bapenor minds lo hef own. 

499- Lucy Porter. 
After a gradual decay of a few months, we have lost 
dear Lucy Porter Q), the earliest object of Dr. Johnson's 
love. In youth, her fair, dean complexion, bloom, and 
rustic prettiness, pleased the men. More than once she 
might have married advantageously ; but as to the 
enamoured affections, 

" High Taunts' snow, fanii*d by the eastern wind, 
Was not more cold.** 

Spite of file accustomed petulance of her ^temper, and 
odd perverseness, since she had no malevolence, I 
regret her as a friendly creature, of intrinsic worth, 
with whom, from childhood, I had been intimate. She 
was one of those few beings who, from a sturdy sin- 
gularity of temper, and some prominent good qualities 
of head and heart, was enabled, even in her days of 
scanty maintenance, to make society glad to receive and 
pet the grown spoiled child. Affluence was not hers 
tiU it came to her in het fortieth year, by the death of 
her eldest brother. From the age of twenty till that 
period, she had boarded with Dr. Johnson's mother, 
who still kept that bookseller's shop by which her hus- 
band had supplied the scanty means of subsistence. 
Meantime, Lucy Porter kept the best company in our 
little city, but would make no engagement on market 
days, lest Granny, as she' called Mrs. Johnson, should 
catch cold by serving in the shop. By these good 
traits in her character, were the most respectable in. 
habitants of Lichfield induced to . bear, with kind 
smiles, her mulidi obstinacy and perverse contradictions. 

(1 ) [Miss Porter surrived Dr. Johnson just thirteen months. 
She died at Lichfield, in her seventy-first year, January IS. 1786.] 
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Johnson himself set the example) and extended to her 
that compliant indulgence whidi he showed not to any 
other person. I hate heard her scold him like a school- 
boy^ for soiling her floor with his shoes ; for she was 
deui as a Dutch-woman in her house^ and exactly neat 
in her person. Dress^ too^ she loved in her odd way ; 
bat we will not assert that the Graces were her hand* 
Biaids. Friendly^ cordial^ and cheerful to those she 
loved^ she was more esteemed^ more amusing^ and more 
fegretted^ than many a polished character^ over whose 
sia^ooth, hut insipid surface, the attention of those who 
hate mind passes listless and uninterested. 

500. Dinner at DiU^i. — Jane Harry, 

The following are the minutes of that curious con- 
i^rsation Q) which passed at Mr. Dilly's, on the 15th 
of AprO, 1778, in a literary party, formed by Dr. John, 
son, Mr. Boswell, Dt, Mayo, and others, whom Mrs. 
Knowks and myself had been invited to meet, and in 
which Dr. Johnson and that lady disputed so earnestly. 
It commenced with Mrs. Knowles saying : — '^ I am 
to ask thy indulgence, Doctor, towards a gentle female 
to whom thou usedst to be kind, and who is uneasy in 
the loss of that kindness. Jenny Harry weeps at the 
consciousness that thou wilt not speak to her.*' John- 
son. ^^ Madam, I hate the odious wench, and desire 
you will not talk to me about her." Knowles. ^' Yet, 
what is her crime. Doctor ? " Johnson. '* Apostacy, 
Madam ; apostacy from the community in whichr she 
was educated." Knowles. " Surely die quitting one 
eommunity for another cannot be a crime, if it is done 
from motives of conscience. Hadst thou been educated 
in the Romish church, I must suppose thou wouldst 
have abjured its errors, and that there would have been 
merit in the abjuration." Johnson. '^ Madam, if I 

(1) [See <m<a, Vol. VII. p. 142. and 144. n.] 
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had been educated in the Roman Catholic faith, I be- 
lieve I should have questioned my right to quit the 
religion of my fathers ; therefore, well may I hate the 
arrogance of a young wench, who sets herself up for a 
judge on theological points, and deserts the religion in 
whose bosom she was nurtured." ELnowles. '^ She 
has not done so ; the name and the faith of Christians 
are not denied to the sectaries." Johnson. ^^ If the 
name is not, the common sense is." Knowles. " I 
will not dispute this point with thee. Doctor, at least at 
present; it would carry us too far. Suppose it granted, 
that, in the mind of a young girl, the weaker arguments 
appeared the strongest, her want of better judgment 
should excite thy pity, not thy resentment." Johnson. 
" Madam, it has my anger and my contempt, and 
always will have them." Knowles. '^ Consider, Doc- 
tor, she must be sincere. Consider what a noble for. 
tune she has sacrificed." Johnson. '^ Madam, madam, 
I have never taught myself to consider that the asso- 
ciation of folly can extenuate guilt." Knowles. '^ Ah ! 
Doctor, we cannot rationally suppose that the Deity 
will not pardon a defect in judgment (supposing it 
should prove one) in tbat breast where the consideration 
of serving Him, according to its idea, in spirit and truth, 
has been a preferable inducement to that of worldly 
interest." Johnson. '^ Madam, I pretend not to set 
bounds to the mercy of the Deity; but I hate the 
wench, and sball ever hate her. I hate all impudence ; 
but the impudence of a chit's apostacy I nauseate." 
Knowles. '^ Jenny is a very gentle creature. She trem- 
bles to have offended her parent, though far removed from 
his presence ; she grieves to have offended her guardian; 
and she is sorry to have offended Dr. Johnson, whom 
she loved, admired, and honoured." Johnson. '' Why, 
then. Madam, did she not consult the man whom she 
pretends to have loved, admired, and honoured, upon 
her new-fangled scruples ? If she had looked up to 
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that man with any degree of the respect she professes^ 
she would have supposed his ability to judge of fit and 
rights at least equal to that of a raw wench just out of 
her primer." Knowles. '^ Ah ! Doctor, remember it 
was not from amongst the witty and the learned that 
Christ selected his disciples, and constituted the teachers 
of his precepts. Jenny thinks Dr. Johnson great and 
good ; but she also thinks the Gospel demands and en- 
joins a simpler form of worship than that of the Esta- 
blished Church ; and that it is not in wit and eloquence 
to supersede the force of what appears to her a plain 
and regular system, which cancels all typical and mys- 
terious ceremonies, as fruitless and even idolatrous ; and 
asks only obedience to its injunctions, and the inge- 
nuous homage of a devout heart." Johnson. *' The 
homage of a fool's head. Madam, you should say, if you 
will pester me about the ridiculous wench." Knowles. 
" If thou choosest to suppose her ridiculous, thou canst 
not deny that she has been religious, sincere, disin- 
terested. Canst thou believe that the gate of Heaven 
will be shut to the tender and pious mind, whose first 
consideration has been that of apprehended duty?" 
Johnson. '^ Pho, pho, Madam, who says it will?" 
Knowles. " Then if Heaven shuts not its gate, shall 
man shut his heart ? If the Deity accept the homage 
of such as sincerely serve him under every form of 
worship. Dr. Johnson and this humble girl will, it is 
to be hoped, meet in a blessed eternity, whither human 
animosity must not be carried." Johnson. " Madam, 
I am not fond of meeting fools anywhere; they are 
detestable company, and while it is in my power to 
avoid conversing with them, I certainly shaU exert that 
power ; and so you may tell the odious wench, whom 
you have persuaded to think herself a saint, and of 
whom you will, I suppose, make a preacher; but I 
shall take care she does not preach to me." — The loud 
and angry tone in which he thundered out these replies 

VOL. z. 
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to his calm and able antagonist^ frightened us all^ ex- 
cept Mrs. Knowles^ who gently^ not sarcastically^ smiled 
at his injustice. Mr. Boswell whispered me^ '^ I never 
saw this mighty lion so chafed before." Q) 

501. Boswelfs " Tour" 

The general style of Boswell's Tour is somewhat too 
careless^ and its egotism is ridiculous ; but surely to the 
cold-hearted and fastidious reader only^ will it seem 
ridiculous. The slipshod style is richly compensated 
by the palpable fidelity of the interesting anecdotes; 
the egotism^ by that good-humoured ingenuousness with 
which it is given, and by its unsuspecting confidence 
in the candour of the reader. The incidents^ and cha* 
racteristic traits of this valuable work, grapple our at- 
tention perforce. How strongly our imagination is 
impressed when the massive Being is presented to it, 
stalking, like a Greenland bear, over the barren He. 
brides, roaming round the black rocks and lonely coasts, 
in a small boat, on rough seas, and saluting Flora Mac 
donald in the Isle of Sky ! 

The spirit of Boswell's Tour with Johnson runs 
clear to the last syllable. Those who are not interested 
in its anecdotes can have little intellectual curiosity, and 
no imagination. Those who are not entertained with 
the perpetual triumph of sarcastic wit over fair, inge. 
nuous argument, must be sturdier moralists than ever 
Johnson himself affected to have been ; and those who 
do not love the biographer, as they read, whatever im. 
perfections they may find in the massive Being whom 

(1) [^ Bo6well*s Life of Johnson is out. It contains the 
memorable conversation at Dilly's, but without that part of it 
of which I made minutes. This omission is surely unjustifiable, 
as I gave Mr. Boswell my memoir, and I am sure it contains 
nothing but what was said by Mrs. Knowles and the despot.*' 
Seward, May 19. 1791. — For Boswell's reasons for leaving out 
the lady's communication, see ante. Vol. VII. p. 144. ; and for 
Mrs. Knowles's version of this conversation, see post, Part xzxii.] 
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he 80 strongly characterises^ can have no hearts. It is 
for the line of Bruce to he proud of the historian of 
Corsica : it is for the house of Auchinleck to boast of 
him who, with the most fervent personal attachment to 
an illustrious literary character^ has yet been sufficiently 
faithful to the just claims of the public upon biographic 
fidelity^ to represent him^ not as his weak or prejudiced 
idolaters might wish to behold him^ — not in the light 
in which they desire to contemplate Johnson who pro. 
nounce his writings to be an obscure jargon of pompous 
pedantry^ and his imputed virtues a superstitious farrago 
of Pharisaic ostentation^ — but as he was : the most won- 
derful composition of great and absurd, of misanthropy 
and benevolence^ of luminous intellect and prejudiced 
darkness^ that was ever produced in the human breast. 

502. Mr, and Mrs. Piozzi. 

I am become acquainted with Mr. and Mrs. Piozzi. 
Her conversation is that bright wine of the intellects 
which has no lees. Dr. Johnson told me truth when 
he said^ she had more colloquial wit than most of our 
literary women : it is indeed a fountain of perpetual 
flow. But he did not tell me truth when he asserted 
that Piozzi was an ugly dog, without particular skill in 
his profession. Mr. Piozzi is a handsome man^ in 
middle life, with gentle^ pleasing, and unaffected man. 
ners, and with very eminent skill in his profession. 
Though he has not a powerful or fine-toned voice, 
he sings with transcending grace and expression. I am 
diarmed with his perfect expression on his instruments 
Surely the finest sensibilities must vibrate through his 
frame, since they breathe so sweetly through his song! 
(Oct. 1787.) 

503. Reading Manuscripts. 

When last in Lichfield, Johnson told me that a 
lady in London once sent him a poem which she had 

2 
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written, and afterwards deeired to know his opinion of 
it. '^ ' Madam, I have not cut the leaves; I did not even 
peep between them.' I met her again in company, and 
she again asked me after the trash : I made no reply^ 
and bi^an talking to another person. The next time 
we met, she asked me if I had yet read her poem ; I 
answered, ^ No, Madam, nor ever intend it.' " Shocked 
at the unfeeling rudeness he thus recorded of himself, 
I replied, that I was surprised any person should ob- 
trude their writings upon his attention ; adding, that if 
I could write as well as Milton or Gray, I should think 
the best fate to be desired for my compositions was ex- 
emption from his notice. I expected a sharp sarcasm in 
return, but he only rolled his large head in silence. 

Johnson told me once, " he would hang a dog that 
read the ' Lycidas ' of Milton twice." " What, then," 
replied I, '' must become of me, who can say it by 
heart ; and who often repeat it to myself with a delight, 
which grows by what it feeds upon ? " '^ Die," returned 
the growler, " in a surfeit of bad taste." Thus it was 
that the wit and awless impoliteness of the stupendous 
creature bore down, by storm, every barrier which rea- 
son attempted to rear against his injustice! 

504. Last Visit to Lichfield. 

Oct. 29. 1784. — I have lately been in the almost 
daily habit of contemplating a very melancholy spectacle. 
The great Johnson is here, labouring under the pa- 
roxysms of a disease which must speedily be fatal. He 
shrinks from the consciousness with the extremest 
horror. It is by his repeatedly expressed desire that 
I visit him often : yet I am sure he neither does, nor 
ever did, feel much regard for me ; but he would fain 
escape, for a time, in any society, from the terrible 
idea of his approaching dissolution. I never would be 
awed, by his sarcasm or his frowns, into acquiescence 
with his general iigustice to the merits of other writers. 
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with his national or party aversions ; but I feel the 
truest compassion for his present sufferings^ and fer- 
vently wish I had power to relieve them. A few days 
since I was to drink tea with him^ by his request^ at 
Mrs. Porter's. When I went into the room, he was in 
deep but agitated slumber, in an arm-chair. Opening 
the door with that caution due to the sick, he did not 
awaken at my entrance. I stood by him several mi- 
nutes, moumfidly contemplating the temporary suspen- 
sion of those vast intellectual powers which must soon, 
as to this world, be eternally quenched. 

Upon the servant entering to announce the arrival of 
a gentleman of the university, introduced by Mr. White, 
he awoke with convulsive starts ; — but, rising with 
more alacrity than could have been expected, he said, 
*' Come, my dear lady, let you and I attend these gen- 
tlemen in the study." He received them with more 
than usual complacence ; but whimsically chose to get 
astride upon his chair- seat, with his face to its back, 
keeping a trotting motion as if on horseback ; but, in 
this odd position, he poured forth streams of eloquence, 
illumined by frequent flashes of wit and humour, with- 
out any tincture of midignity. His memory is con- 
siderably impaired, but his eloquence rolls on in its 
customary majestic torrent, when he speaks at all. My 
heart aches to see him labour for his breath, which he 
draws with great effort. It is not improbable that this 
literary comet may set where it rose, and Lichfield re- 
ceive his pale and stem remains. {}) 

(n [*< Dr. Johnson seems, in some respects, to have shared 
the fate of a proverbial prophet in his own country ; for neither 
Miss Seward nor Dr. Darwin were partial to the great moralist.** 
— Sir Walter Scott, Miscel. Prose Works, vol. iv, p. 205.] 
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Part XXIII. 
ANECDOTES AND REMARKS, 

FROM THE MEMOIRS AND WORKS OF DR. PARR. Q) 



505. Recommendation of Parr. 
When Dr. Parr determined to leave Stanmore, and to 
become a candidate for the school at Colchester, he 
applied to Dr. Johnson for letters of recommendation^ 
which were kindly granted, as wiU be seen by the 
following extract of a letter, dated Feb. 5. 1777, from 
Bennet Langton to Mr. Parr : — " Yesterday morning 
Mr. Paradise and I went to Bolt Court; and it is, 
I assure you, but doing justice to Dr. Johnson's ex- 
pressions, on our application, to say, that nothing could 
be 9iore friendly than they were. He said he knew of 
few, if of any, that were so well entitled to success 
as yourself in an application for presiding over a semi- 
nary of education ; and expressed the opinion of your 
possessing all the kinds of learning requisite for that 
purpose, in very high terms of praise." 

506. Parr's Projected Life of Johnson, 

For many years I spent a month's holidays in 
London, and never failed to call upon Johnson. I was 
not only admitted, but welcomed. I conversed with 
him upon numberless subjects of learning, politics, and 

(1) [Nos. 505 — 516. of these anecdotes are selected from the 
Life and Works of Parr, in eight vols. Svo. 1828 ; edited by Dr. 
Tohn Johnstone.] 
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common life. I traversed the whole compass of his 
understanding ; and^ hy the acknowledgment of Burke 
and Reynolds^ I distinctly understood the peculiar and 
transcendent properties of his mighty and virtuous 
mind. I intended to write his life ; I laid by sixty or 
seventy books for the purpose of writing it in such 
a manner as would do no discredit to myself. I 
intended to spread my thoughts over two volumes 
quarto ; and if I had fiUed three pages^ the rest would 
have followed. Often have I lamented my ill fortune 
in not building this monument to the fame of Johnson^ 
and let me not be accused of arrogance when I add^ my 
own ! (1) 

507. '' Rasselag.'* 
Dr. Young said of Johnson's " Rasselas/' that " it 
was a mass of sense." 

508. Truth. 
The following passage^ from Johnson s character of 
Zachary Mudge^ unites the true spirit of Christianity with 
the soundest wisdom : — '' By a solicitous examination of 
objections, and judicious comparison of opposite argu- 
ments^ he attained what inquiry never gives but to 
industry and perspicuity^ — a firm and unshaken settle- 
ment of conviction. But his firmness was without 
asperity ; for^ knowing with how much difficulty truth 
was sometimes founds he did not wonder that many 
missed it." (2) The truth of the concluding sentence 
will be felt by every man of deep refiection ; and well 
does it become those who are not in the habit of refiect- 
ing deeply^ to weigh its moral and religious importance 

(1) [Dr. Parr has recorded the same sentiment in the note 
prefixea to the list of the thirty-four works which he had set 
apart to consult in his projected Life of Dr. Johnson : — " He 
will ever have to lament that, amidst'his cares, his sorrows, and 
his anxiety, he did not write the life of his learned and revered 
friend.**— .Bi6. Parr, p. 716.] 

(2) [See ant^f Vol. VIII. p. 51.J 
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in mitigatiDg their prejudices^ and in restraining their 
invectives, upon certain difficult and momentous sub- 
jects. Glad should I he if this opinion of Johnson's 
were, in Johnson's words, written, like the motto of 
Capaneus, ^* in golden letters," and hung up, not only 
in every dissenting academy, hut in every hall of every 
college in those two nohle seminaries which, as Mil- 
ton says of Atliens and Sparta, I revere as " the eyes" 
of this kingdom. 

509. Whig and Tory. 
To almost every part of Johnson s distinction of a 
Whig and Tory I assent ; there is no part which does 
not contain judicious remarks and useful information : — 
^' A wise Tory and a wise Whig," he says, '^ will, I be- 
lieve, agree. Their principles are the same, though their 
modes of thinking are different. A high Tory makes 
government unintelligible ; it is lost in the clouds. A 
violent Whig makes it impracticable: he is for allowing 
so much liberty to every man, that there is not power 
enough to govern any man. The prejudice of the 
Tory is for establishment ; the prejudice of the Whig 
is for innovation. A Tory does not wish to give more 
real power to government ; but that government should 
have more reverence. Then they differ as to the 
church. The Tory is not for giving more legal power 
to the clergy, but wishes they should have a considerable 
influence founded on the opinion of mankind : the 
Whig is for limiting and watching them with a narrow 
jealousy." 

510. Unconscious Similitudes. , 

An instance of unconscious similitude between an 
ancient and a modem writer occurs at the moment to 
my memory, and as I have not seen it noticed in any 
book, you will excuse me for producing it : — '^ Gray," 
says Johnson, ^^ in his odes, has a kind of strutting 
dignity, and is tall by walking on tiptoe." We meet 
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with a dmilar thought in Quintilian : — <^ Prima est 
eloquentiffi virtus^ perspicuitas : et quo quisque ingenio 
minu8 valet^ hoc se magis attollere et dilatare conatur ; 
ut statura breves in digitos eriguntur^ et plura infirmi 
minantur." 

I will add another instance. Johnson said of Lord 
Chesterfield^ ^^ He is a wit among lords, and a lord 
among wits." But he remembered not that Pope had 
written — 

** A wit with dunces, and a dunce with wits." 

Neither of them, perhaps, was conscious that Quintilian 
had long ago said — '^ Qui stultis emditi videri volunt, 
eruditis stulti Tidentur." 

511. Johnson described by Gregory Nazianaien, 

The following lines I long ago read and marked 
in the ^^ Anecdota Grieca/' by Muratorius, as descriptive 
of Johnson s benevolence, of his ready powers in con- 
versation, and of the instruction it conveyed to his 
hearers : — 

'H fjidicap $ ^whp irtynis ixos, ^ irrtpStims 
Mv&ot, Kol in^ woffw itpvofAdvri, 

These lines were written by Gregory Nazianzen upon 
Amphilochus ; and however untractable they may be in 
the hands of an epitaph writer, they might be managed 
with success by such a biographer as Johnson deserves, 
and perhaps has hitherto not had. 

512. English Universities. 
There are men to whom such an opponent as Dr. 
Johnson, upon such a topic as the honour of Cambric^ 
and Oxford, might have been an object both of " terror 
and esteem." Now, in a paper in the Idler, Johnson 
has employed quite as good iiense, in quite as good 
English, for the credit of our universities, as Gibbon 
has since misemployed for their discredit* " If litera- 
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ture^" says he^ ''is not the essential requisite of the 
modem academic^ I am yet persuaded that Cambridge 
and Oxford^ however degenerated^ surpass the fashion- 
able academies of our metropolis^ and the gymnasia of 
foreign countries. The number of learned persons in 
these celebrated seats is still considerable; and more 
conveniences and opportunities for study still subsist in 
them^ than in any other place. There is^ at leasts one 
very powerful incentive to learning — I mean the 
genius of the place. This is a sort of inspiring deity^ 
which every youth of quick sensibility and ingenious 
disposition creates to himself, by reflecting that he is 
placed under those venerable walls where a Hooker and 
a Hammond, a Bacon and a Newton, once pursued the 
same course of science, and from whence they soared to 
the most elevated heights of literary fame. This is 
that incitement which Tully, according to his own 
testimony, experienced at Athens, when he contemplated 
the portico where Socrates sat, and the laurel-grove 
where Plato disputed. But, there are other circiun- 
stances, and of the highest importance, which make 
our colleges superior to all places of education. These 
institutions, though somewhat fallen from their primary 
simplicity, are such as influence, in a particular manner, 
the moral conduct of their youths ; and, in this general 
depravity of manners and laxity of principles, pure 
religion is no where more strongly inculcated. £nglish 
universities render their students virtuous, at least by 
excluding all opportunities of vice; and, by teaching 
them the principles of the church of England, confirm 
them in those of true Christianity.*' I had reached 
nearly the end of my observations on Mr. Gibbon, 
before the sentiments of Dr. Johnson occurred to my 
mind. I am too discreet, too honest, and perhaps too 
proud, to be intentionally guilty of plagiarism from 
,any writer whatsoever. But> I am too ingenuous to 
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dissemble the sincere and exquisite satisfaction that 
I feelj upon finding that my opinions^ and even my 
own words, on the encouragement of learning, the pre- 
servation of morals, and the influence of religion, 
correspond so nearly with the opinions and the words 
of such an observer as Dr. Johnson, upon such a ques- 
tion as the merits of the English universities. 

513. Literary Merit, 

By the testimony of such a man as Johnson, imper- 
tinence must be abashed, and malignity itself must be 
softened. Of literary merit, as we all know, he was a 
sagacious, but a most severe judge. Such was his dis- 
cernment, that he pierced into the most secret springs 
of human actions ; and such was his integrity, that he 
always weighed the moral characters of his fellow crea- 
tures in the *^ balance of the sanctuary." He was too 
courageous to propitiate a rival, and too proud to truckle 
to a superior. 

514. Johnson's Funeral. 

In a letter from Charles Bumey, the younger, to 
Dr. Parr, dated Dec. 21. 1784, he says, — ^' Yesterday 
I followed our ever to be lamented friend. Dr. Johnson, 
to his last mansion : ' Non omnis moriar — multaque 
pars mei vitabit Libitinam' — should be engraven on his 
stone. He died with the same piety ndth which he 
lived ; and bestowed much pains during his last illness 
in endeavouring to convince some of his friends, who 
were in doubt, about the truth of the Christian religion. 
He has left behind him a collection of small Latin com- 
positions in verse. They are principally translations of 
collects and Greek epigrams. He was followed to the 
Abbey by a large troop of friends. Ten mourning 
coaches were ordered by the executors for those invited. 
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Besides these^ eight of his friends or admirers clubbed for 
two more carriages^ in one of which I had a seat. But 
the executor^ Sir John Hawkins^ did not manage things 
welly for there was no anthem or choir service per- 
formed — no lesson — but merely what is read over 
every old woman that is buried by the parish. Surdy^ 
surely, my dear Sir, this was wrong, very wrong. Ih. 
Taylor read the service — but so-so. (}) He lies nearly 
under Shakspeare's monument, with Garrick at his right 
hand, just opposite the monument erected not long ago 
for Goldsmith by him and some of his friends.*' 

515. Parr on Johnson's Churchmanship, 
*^ It is dangerous to be of no church,*' said Dr. 
Johnson — who believed and revered his Bible, and 
who saw through all the proud and shallow pretences 
of that which calls itself liberality, and of that which is 
not genuine philosophy. 

5 16. Parr on Johnsons Death. 

He was a writer, in whom religion and learning haTe 
lost one of their brightest ornaments^ and whom it is 
not an act of adulation or presumption to represent as 
summoned to that reward, which the noblest talents, 
exercised uniformly for the most useful purposes, can- 
not fail to attain. 

517. Greek Accents, (2) 
Dr. Johnson, in his conversation with Dr. Parr, re- 
peatedly and earnestly avowed his opinion, that accents 

(1) [Dr. Parr, in a tetter to Dr. Charles Bumey, written in 
Nov. 1789, savs, << Did you go to Sir Joshua Reynolds's funeral? 
I hope he had a complete service, not mutilated and dimidiated, 
88 it was for poor Johnson at the Abbey, which is a great t»- 
proach to the laxy cattle who loll in the stalls there."'' 

(2) [Conmiunicated by Dr. John Johnstone.] 
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ought not to be omitted by any editor of Greek 
authors^ or any modern writers of Greek verse^ or 
Greek prose. 

518. Bishop Pearce. Q) 

That Dr. Parr obtained^ at an early period^ a place 
in the good opinion of Dr. Johnson^ appears from the 
circumstance, that to his powerful recommendation Dr. 
Parr was chiefly indebted for his appointment to the 
mastership of the Norwich Grammar School. Indeed, he 
has often been heard to speak of their friendly inter- 
views, even before that time ; of which one instance 
occurs to me. This was in 1777^ when Bishop 
Pearce's " Commentary, with Notes, on the Four 
Grospels" was published, to which the well-known 
"Dedication," written by Dr. Johnson, was prefixed. 
Calling soon afterwards upon him. Dr. Parr mentioned 
that he had been reading, with great delight, his dedi- 
cation to the king. " My dedication ! " exclaimed Dr. 
Johnson, " how do you know it is mine ? '* " For two 
reasons," repHed Dr. Parr: '^the first, becaiuse it is 
worthy of you ; the second, because you only coidd 
write It. 

519* Johnson* 8 Monument. 
When it yms determined to erect a monument of 
Johnson in St. Paul's Cathedral, the task of composing 
the inscription was assigned, by the public wish and 
voice, to Dr. Parr ; who, however, on its first proposal, 
shrank with awe from the arduous undertaking. In 
writing to a friend, he thus expresses himself : — ^' I 
must leave this mighty task to some hardier and some 
abler hand. The variety and the splendour of John- 
son's attainments, the peculiarity of his character, his 
private virtues, and his literary publications, fill me with 
confusion and dismay, when I reflect on the conflned 

(1) [Nos. 518. and 519. from « Field's Memoirs of Dr. 
Parr."] 
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and difficult species of composition^ in which alone they 
can be expressed on his monument." 

On another occasion^ speaking on the same subject — 
*^ I once intended to write Johnson's Life ; and I had 
read through three shelves of books to prepare myself 
for it. It would have contained a view of the literature 
of Europe : and/' — making an apology for the proud 
consciousness which he felt of his own ability — ^^ if I 
had written it," continued he, *^ it would have been the 
third most learned work that has ever yet appeared." 
To explain himself^ he afterwards added^ ** The most 
learned work ever written, I consider Bentley ^ On the 
Epistles of Phalaris ;' the next, Salmasius ^ On the 
Hellenistic Language.' " On a third occasion, describing 
the nature of his intended work, and alluding to Boswell, 
he said, '^ Mine should have been, not the drippings of 
his lips, but the history of his mind." 

520. Imitations of Juvenal, Q) 

Dr. Parr spoke ndth unbounded favour of Johnson's 
imitations of Juvenal. The lines in the third satire, — 



*' Tanti tibi non sit opaci, 



Omnis arena Tagi, quodque in mare volvitur aurum, 
Ut somno careas,** — 

he was fond of quoting, with Johnson's amplification of 
the sentiment : — 

" But thou, should tempting villany present 
All Marlborough hoarded, or all Villiers spent. 
Turn from the glittering bribe thy scornful eye. 
Nor sell for gold, what gold will never buy — 
The peacefiil slumber, self-approving day, 
Unsullied fame, and conscience ever gay." 



of Dr. 



(1) [This and the two next articles are from '* Recollections 
r Dr. Parr, by a PupQ" (the late Charles Marsh). — New 
Monthly Mag. vol. xvii.] 
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521. Prefctce to Shdkapeare, 

The Preface to Shakspeare Dr. Parr considered 
Johnson's most eloquent prose composition; and he 
deh'ghted in quoting that fine passage^ where Johnson, 
at the dose of his attack upon the doctrine of the 
Unities^ says^ ^'But when I think of the great authorities 
that are ranged on the other side^ I am almost tempted 
to retire from the contest; as ^neas withdrew from the 
siege of Troy, when he saw Neptune shaking the 
walls, and Juno heading the hesiegers." 

522. Music. 

Talking once with Dr. Parr on the subject of dedica- 
tions, in a friend's library, he desired me to take down 
the first volume of Burney's History of Music, and 
to read to him the dedication of that work to the queei^. 
^* There," said he, '^ there is the true refinement of 
compliment, without adulation. In the short compass 
of a few lines are comprised no small degree of the 
force, and nearly all the graces and the harmonies, of 
the £ng]ish language. But Bumey did not write it : 
Johnson wrote it ; and on this, as on other occasions, 
showed himself an accomplished courtier. Jemmy 
Boswell ought to have known that Johnson wrote it 
/ had it from good authority ; besides, it is Johnson's 
internally. How truly Johnsonian is the following 
passage : — '* The science of musical sounds has been 
depreciated as appeaHng only to the ear, and affording 
nothing more than a fugitive and temporary delight ; 
but it may justly be considered as the art which unites 
corporal widi intellectual pleasure, by a species of enjoy- 
ment which gratifies sense, without weakening re^on ; 
and which, therefore, the great may cultivate without 
debasement, and the good may enjoy without deprav- 
ation." 
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523. Adventurer, No. 87. Q) 

The following observations were dictated to me by 
Dr. Parr^ as he was one evening cahnly smoking his 
pipe in my study. I was telling him^ that two of our 
common friends had decided from internal evidence^ that 
No. 87* in that work was not written by Warton, as 
the signature Z. indicated^ but by Johnson. '^ Reach 
your ^Adventurer' from the shelves," said the Doctor, 
"* and read the paper to me." When I had done so he 
said, " Now sit down, and write on the blank leaf of the 
volume what I shall dictate to you ; and remember never 
to part with that book, nor suffer the leaf, which you 
have written, to be torn out, but preserve it as a me- 
morial of your cordial and sincere friend, when I shall 
be numbered with the dead." What the Doctor dic- 
tated is as follows : — '' May 19. 1808. Number 87. 
of the ^ Adventurer' was written by Johnson, not by 
Dr. Warton. It has internal evidence sufficient to show 
who was, and who was not, the writer. Instead of T. the 
signature of Johnson, Z., the signature of Warton, was 
by an error of the press inserted in the earlier editions, 
and has since continued. Boswell, when collecting 
Johnson's papers in the ' Adventurer,' looked only to 
the signature T.; and not finding it to No. 87*^ he did 
not assign that paper to Johnson. Warton was more 
likely to keep a good account than Johnson. Dr. Wooll, 
in his Life of Warton, does not include No. 87* among 
the papers written by Warton. Dr. Parr, who gave me 
this information in May 1 808, was quite satisfied with 
the internal evidence as supplied by the style and the 
matter. Boswell's silence proves nothing except his 
want of vigilance, or his want of acuteness ; but Wooll's 
silence is decisive, more especially as Boswell has left 
the paper open to a claim from Dr. Warton, who hap- 

(1) [From « Parriana," by E. H. Barker, Esq., voL i. p. 472.] 
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pily had too much honour to appropriate the composi- 
tion of another man.'' 

524. First Interview with Johnson. {}) 
We talked of Johnson. Dr. Parr said^ he had once 
hegun to wiite a life of him ; and if he had continued 
it, it would have heen the hest thing he had ever written. 
" I should have related not only every thing important 
about Johnson, but many things about the men who 
flourished at the same time;" adding, with an expres- 
sion of sly humour, '^ taking care, at the same time, to 
display my own learning." He said. Dr. Johnson was 
an admirable scholar, and that he would have had a 
high reputation for more learning, if his reputation for 
intellect and eloquence had not overshadowed it ; the 
classical scholar was forgotten in the great original con- 
tributor to the Uterature of his country. One of the 
company reminded him of his first interview with Dr. 
Johnson, as related by Mr. Langton in Boswell's ac- 
count of his life. After the interview was over. Dr. 
Johnson said, ^^ Parr is a fair man ; I do not know 
when I have had an occasion of such free controversy ; 
it is remarkable how much of a man's life may pass 
without meeting with any instance of this kind of open 
discussion.'^ C^^) To this remark Dr. Parr replied with 
great vehemence, ^' I remember the interview well : / 
gave him no quarter. The subject of our dispute was 
the liberty of the press. Dr. Johnson was very great : 
whilst he was arguing, I observed that he stamped. 
Upon this I stamped. Dr. Johnson said, ' Why did you 
stamp. Dr. Parr }' I replied, * Sir, because you stamped ; 
and I was resolved not to give you the advantage even 
of a stamp in the argument.'" It is impossible to do 

(1 ) [This and the next article are from a paper entitled " Two 
Days with Dr. Parr,'* in Blackwood's Mag. voL xvii. p. 599.] 

(2) [See arU^t VoL VII. p. S6S.] 
V0L.X. D 
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justice to his description of this scene ; the vehemence^ 
the characteristic pomposity^ with which it was accom- 
panied^ may easily be imagined by those who knew 
him^ bat cannot be adequately represented to those who 
did not. 

525. Johnson's " Prayers and Meditations" (}) 

Permit me (says Dr. Parr)^ as a friend to the cause of 
virtue and religion, to recommend most earnestly to read- 
ers of every class the serious perusal of Dr. Johnson's 
'' Prayers and Meditations," lately published. They 
mark, by the most unequivocal and vivid proofs, the 
sincerity of his faith, the fervour of his devotion, and 
the warmth of his benevolence: they are equally in- 
telligible, and equally instructive, to the learned and the 
unlearned ; they will animate the piety of the Christian^ 
and put to shame the coldness and obduracy of the 
proud philosopher; they show at once the weakness 
and the strength of Johnson's mind ; but that weakness 
melts every attentive reader into compassion, and that 
strength impresses him with veneration. He that po8> 
sesses both integrity of principle, and tenderness of 
feeling — he that admires virtue, and reveres religion — 
he that glows with the love of mankind, and reposes his 
trust in God — will himself become a wiser and a better 
man from contemplating those thoughts which passed in 
the mind of one of the wisest and the best of men, 
when he communed with his own heart, and poured 
forth his supplications before the throne of Heaven for 
mercy and for grace. 

(1) [From the '* Gentleman's Magazine," voL Iv. p. 675.] 



BARETTI. 35 



Part XXIV. 

ANECDOTES AND REMARKS, 
BY JOSEPH BARETTI. (») 



526. Acquaintance with Johnson. (^) 

My connection with Dr. Johnson, though quite close 
and quite familiar, during a great number of years, was 
nevertheless, like every other intimacy, subject at inter- 
vals to the vicissitudes of coincidence and discrepance 
in opinion ; not that I ever dreamt of any equality be- 
tween our powers of pronouncing judgment in ambi- 
guous and questionable cases, but in mere consequence of 
that untoward cast of mind which often makes this and 
that and t'other object appear to Mr. Joseph of such 
a form, of such a size, of sudb and such a quality, 
when Mr. Samuel conceives them all to be gready dif. 
ferent, if not the absolute reverse. Not unfrequently, 
therefore, were our debates on divers topics, now of 
more, now of less, importance. To them, and to a 
multitude of disquisitions I heard from him on innu- 
merable matters, I am indebted for the best part of that 
little knowledge I have; and if there is any kind of 
rectitude and fidelity in my ideas, I will ever remember, 
with gratitude as well as pride, that I owe more of it to 
him and to his books, dian to any other man I ever 
knew, or any other books I ever studied. However, in 
spite of my obsequiousness to his great superiority, and 
my ready submission to most of his dictates, never 

(1) [See ani^. Vol. II. p. 55.] 

(2) [From Baretti's ** Strictures on Signora Fiozzi's public- 
ation of Dr. Johnson's Letters."] 

D 2 
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could I implicitly adopt some few of his principal no- 
tions and leading opinions^ though ever so ardently de- 
sirous of conforming all mine to those of a man, whose 
innate and acquired faculties, as far as my judgment 
reaches, were never equalled hy any of his most far- 
famed contemporaries. One of the points on which 
my friend and I most widely differed, and most fre- 
quently disputed, especially during the last seven or 
eight years of his life, was certainly that of his Mis- 
tress's excellence, or no excellence; and every hody 
knows that his Mistress, as he emphatically called her, 
was my pretty Hester Lynch, alias Mrs. Thrale, alias 
La Piozzi. 

527* Johnson and the Thrales, 
The Signora Piozzi says, that '^ while she remained at 
Streatham or at London, her carriage and servants were 
not entirely at her command,*' hut at Johnson's. But, 
in the name of goodness, had she not told us, in her 
'^ Anecdotes," that " the Doctor wanted as little as the 
gods, and reqtdred less attendance, sick or well, than 
she ever saw any human creature ?" It is a fact, not to 
he denied, that, when at Streatham or in the Borough, 
Johnson wanted nothing else from her servants, than to 
he shaved once in three days, as he was almost heard- 
less; and as for her carriage, never once during the 
whole time of their acquaintance did he horrow, much 
less command it, for any purpose of his own. £ither 
she in hers, or Mr. Thrale in his, took him from town 
to Streatham without the least inconvenience to either ; 
and he was brought back generally on Saturdays by Mr. 
Thrale, who repaired every day to the Borough about 
his affairs presently after breakfast. When Johnson 
went to them or from them in town, he constantly made 
use of an hackney, and would have been greatly offended 
had Madam ever offered to order the horses out of the 
stable on his sole account. True it is, that Johnson 



BARETTI. 37 

was not lavish of his money when he hegan to have any 
to save^ hut he scorned to be considered as oversaving 
it; and of this we have a pretty lively proof, p. 38. 
vol. ii. of his Letters^ where he rebukes Mr. Thrale 
for wishing to have him brought to Brightelmstone by 
Dr. Bumey, that he might not be at the expense of a 
postchaise or of the stage-coach : '' Bumey is to bring 
me ? " says Johnson. '' Pray why so } Is it not as fit 
that I should bring Burney ? My Master is in his < old 
lunes^' and so am I." This asperity of language proves 
how ticklish Johnson was on the most distant suppo- 
sition that he grudged expense when necessary. 

It is not true, that Dr. Johnson '^ would often not rise 
till twelve, and oblige her to make breakfast for him 
till the bell rang for dinner." It is a constant fact, 
that, during Johnson's acquaintance with the Thrale 
family, he got the habit of rising as early as other 
folks^ nor ever made Mr. Thrale stay a single moment 
for his breakfast, knowing that his business called him 
away from the breakfast table about ten o'clock every 
morning, except Sundays ; nor had Mr. Thrale quitted 
the table a moment but the Doctor swallowed his last 
cup, and Madam was at liberty to go about her hens 
and turkeySj leaving him to chat with me or any body 
else that happened to be there, or go up in his room, 
which was more usual^ from whence he did not stir till 
dinner-time. 

Johnson's austere reprimands and unrestrained up- 
braidings, when face to face with Madam, always de* 
lighted Mr. Thrale, and were approved even by her 
children : and I remember to this purpose a piece of 
mortification she once underwent by a trait de natveti 
of poor little Harry, some months before he died. 
" Harry," said his father to him, on entering the room, 
" are you listening to what the Doctor and mamma are 
about ? " " Yes, papa," answered the boy, ^' And," 
quoth Mr. Thrale, " what are they saying ?" " They 
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are disputing," replied Harry ; '^ but mamma has just 
such a chance against Dr. Johnson, as Presto would have 
if he were to fight Dash." Dash was a large dog, and 
Presto but a little one. The laugh this innocent ob^ 
servation produced was so very loud and hearty, that 
Madam, unable to stand it, quitted the room in such a 
mood as was stiU more laughable than the boy's perti- 
nent remark, though she muttered ^^it was very imper- 
tinent." However, a short turn in the pleasure.ground 
soon restored her to her usual elasticity, made her come 
back to give us tea, and the puny powers of Presto were 
mentioned no more. 

528. Baretti's Rupture with Dr. Johnson, (') 

My story may be a lesson to eager mortals to mis- 
trust the duration of any worldly enjoyment; as even the 
best cemented friendship, which I consider as the most 
precious of earthly blessings, is but a precarious one, 
and subject, like all the rest, to be blasted away in an 
unexpected moment, by the capriciousness of chance, 
and by some one of those trifling weaknesses, unac- 
countably engrafted even in the noblest minds that ever 
showed to what a pitch human nature may be elevated* 
About thirteen months before Dr. Johnson went the 
way of all flesh, my visits to him grew to be much less 
frequent than they used to be, on account of my gout 
and other infirmities, which permitted not my going 
very often from Edward Street, Cavendish Square, to 
Bolt Court, Fleet Street, as it had been the case in my 
better days ; yet, once or twice every month, I never 
failed to go to him, and he was always glad to see ^^ the 
oldest friend he had in the world;" which, since Gar- 
rick's death, was the appellation he honoured me with, 
and constantly requested me to see him as often as I 
could. One day — and, alas ! it was the last time I saw 

(1) [From " Tolotidson : Speeches to John Bowie, about his 
edition of Don Quixote," 1786.] 
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him — I called on him^ not without some anxiety^ as I 
had heard that he had heen very iU ; hut found him so 
well as to he in very high spirits ; of which he soon made 
me aware^ hecause, the conversation happening to turn 
ahout Otaheite^ he recollected that Omiah had often 
conquered me at chess ; a suhject on which^ whenever 
chance brought it about^ he never failed to rally me 
most unmercifully^ and made himself mighty merry 
with. This time^ more than he had ever done before^ he 
pushed his banter on at such a rate^ that at last he 
chafed me^ and made me so angry^ that^ not being able 
to put a stop to it^ I snatched up my hat and sticky and 
quitted him in a most choleric mood. The sldlfiil 
translator of Tasso (Mr. Hoole)^ who was a witness to 
that ridiculous scene^ may tell whether the Doctor's 
obstreperous merriment deserved approbation or blame ; 
butj such was Johnson^ that, whatever was the matter 
in hand^ if he was in the humour^ he would carry it 
as far as he could ; nor was he much in the habit, even 
with much higher folks than myself^ to refrain from 
sallies which^ not seldom, would carry him further than 
he intended. Vexed at his having given me cause to 
be angry^ and at my own anger too^ I was not in haste 
to see him again ; and he heard^ from more than one^ 
that my resentment continued. Findings at last^ or 
supposing^ that I might not call on him any more^ he 
requested a respectable friend to tell me that he would 
be glad to see me as soon as possible ; but this message 
was delivered me while making ready to go into Sussex, 
where I staid a month longer ; and it was on my leav- 
ing Sussex^ that the newspapers apprised me m^ friend 
was no more^ and England had lost possibly the greatest 
of her literary ornaments. (^) 

(1) [The interesting memoir of Baretti, in the Gentleman's 
Magazme for May, 1789, drawn up by Dr. Vincent, concludes 
thus : — << It was not distress that compelled Baretti to take 
refuge in the hospitality of Mr. Thrale, as has been suggested. 
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Part XXV. 

ANECDOTES AND REMARKS, 
BY BISHOP PERCY. (1) 



529* Stourbridge School, 
Sir John Hawkins is not correct in saying that 
Johnson^ in early life^ had not heen accustomed to the 
conversation of gentlemen. His genius was so dis- 
tinguished^ that^ although Httle more than a schoolboy, 
he was admitted to the best company, both at Lichfield 
and Stourbridge ; and, in the latter neighbourhood^ had 
met even with George, afterwards Lord Lyttelton ; with 
whom, having some colloquial disputes, he is supposed 
to have conceived that prejudice which so improperly 
influenced him in the Life of that worthy nobleman. 
But this could scarcely have happened when he was a 
boy of fifteen ; and, therefore, it is probable he occa- 
sionally visited Stourbridge, during his residence at 
Birmingham, before he removed to London. 

He had lately received five hundred pounds for his Spanish 
*' Travels," but was induced by Dr. Johnson (contrary to his 
own determination, of never becoming a teacher of languages) 
to undertake the instruction of Mr. Thrale's daughters in Itaban. 
He was either nine or eleven years almost entirely in that 
family, though he still rented a lodging in town ; during which 
period he expended his own five hundred pounds, and received 
nothing in return for his instruction, but the participation of a 
good table, and a hundred and fifty pounds by way of presents. 
Instead of his " Strictures on Si^nora Piozzi," had he told this 
plain unvarnished tale, he would have convicted that lady of 
avarice and ingratitude, without incurring the danger of a reply, 
or exposing his memory to be insulted by her advocates."] 

(1) [From communications made, by Bishop Percy, to Dr. 
Robert Anderson.] 
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530. Personal Peculiarities, 

Johnson's countenance, when in a good humour, was 
not disagreeable. His face dear^ his complexion good^ 
and his features not ill formed, many ladies have thought 
they might not have been unattractive when he was 
young. Much misrepresentation has prevailed on this 
subject, among such as did not personally know him. 

That he had some whimsical peculiarities of the 
nature described by Mr. Boswell, is certainly true ; but 
there is no reason to believe they proceeded from any 
superstitious motives, wherein religion was concerned : 
they are rather to be ascribed to the ^' mental distem- 
pers" to which Boswell has so repeatedly alluded. 

Johnson was so extremely short-sighted, that he had 
no conception of rural beauties; and, therefore, it is 
not to be wondered, that he should prefer the convers- . 
ation of the metropolis to the silent groves and views of 
Hampstead and Greenwich ; which, however delightful, 
he could not see. In his Tour through the Highlands 
of Scotland, he has somewhere observed, that one moun- 
tain was like another ; so utterly unconscious was he of 
the wonderful variety of sublime and beautiful scenes 
those mountains exhibited. I was once present when the 
case of a gentleman was mentioned, who^ having, with 
great taste and skill, formed the lawns and plantations 
about his house into most beautiful landscapes, to com- 
plete one part of the scenery, was obliged to apply for 
leave to a neighbour with whom he was not upon cor- 
dial terms ; when Johnson made the following remark, 
which at once shows what ideas he had of landscape 
improvement, and how happily he applied the most 
common incidents to moral instruction. '^ See how 
inordinate desires enslave a man ! No desire can be 
more innocent than to have a pretty garden, yet, in- 
dulged to excess, it has made this poor man submit to 
beg a favour of his enemy.'' 
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531. Johnson's Manner of Composing. 

Johnson's manner of composing has not heen rightly 
understood. He was so extremely short-sighted^ from 
the defect in his eyes, that writing was inconvenient to 
him ; for, whenever he wrote, he was ohliged to hold 
the paper close to his face. He^ therefore^ never com- 
posed what we call a foul draft on paper of any thing 
he published, hut used to revolve the subject in his 
mind, and turn and form every period, till he had 
brought the whole to the highest correctness and the 
most perfect arrangement. Then his uncommonly re- 
tentive memory enabled him to deliver a whole essay, 
properly finished, whenever it was called for. I have 
often heard him humming and forming periods, in low 
whispers to himself, when shallow observers thought he 
was muttering prayers, &c. But Johnson is well known 
to have represented his own practice, in the following 
passage in his Life of Pope : " Of composition there 
are different methods. Some employ at once memory 
and invention ; and, with little intermediate use of the 
pen, form and polish large masses by continued me- 
ditation, and write their productions only when, in their 
own opinion, they have completed them." 

532. Dislike of Swift 

The extraordinary prejudice and dislike of Swift^ 
manifested on all occasions by Johnson, whose political 
opinions coincided exactly with his^ has been difficult 
to account for ; and is therefore attributed to his failing 
in getting a degree, which Swift might not choose to 
solicit, for a reason given below. The real cause is 
believed to be as follows : The Rev. Dr. Madden (i), 
who distinguished himself so laudably by giving pre- 
miums to the young students of Dublin College^ for 

(1) [See ant^y Vol . II. p. 8. and 73.] 
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which he had raised a fund, by applying for contribu- 
tions to the nobility and gentry of Ireland^ had solicited 
the same from Swift^ when he was sinking into that 
morbid idiocy which only terminated wi^ his life^ 
and was saving every shilling to found his hospital for 
lunatics ; but his application was refused with so little 
delicacy^ as left in Dr. Madden a rooted dislike to Swift*s 
character, which he communicated to Johnson^ whose 
friendship he gained on the following occasion: Dr. 
Madden wished to address some person of high rank^ 
in prose or verse ; and, desirous of having his compo. 
sition examined and corrected by some writer of superior 
talents, had been recommended to Johnson, who was 
at that time in extreme indigence ; and having finished 
his task, would probably have thought himself well re« 
warded with a guinea or two, when, to his great sur- 
prise. Dr. Madden generously slipped ten guineas into 
his hand. This made such an impression on Johnson, 
as led him to adopt every opinion of Dr. Madden, and 
to resent, as warmly as himself. Swift's rough refusal 
of the contribution ; after which the latter could not 
decently request any favour from the University of 
Dublin. 

53S. The Dictionary. 

The account of the manner in which Johnson com- 
piled his Dictionary, as given by Mr. Boswell (}), is 
confused and erroneous, and, a moment's reflection will 
convince every person of judgment, could not be correct ; 
for^ to write down an alphabetical arrangement of all 
the words in the English language, and then hunt 
through the whole compass of English literature for all 
their diflbrent significations, would have taken the whole 
life of any individual ; but Johnson, who, among other 
peculiarities of his character, excelled most men in con- 

(1) [See arU^, Vol. I. p. 217.] 
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triving the best means to accomplish any end^ devised 
the following mode for completing his Dictionary^ as 
he himself expressly described to the writer of this ac. 
count. He began his task by devoting his first care to 
a diligent perusal of all such English writers as were 
most correct in their language^ and under every sentence 
which he meant to quote he drew a line^ and noted in 
the margin the first letter of the word under which it 
was to occur. He then delivered these books to his 
clerks^ who transcribed each sentence on a separate slip 
of paper^ and arranged the same under the word referred 
to. By these means he collected the several words and 
their difierent significations ; and when the whole ar- 
rangement was alphabetically formed^ he gave the defi- 
nitions of their meanings^ and collected their etymologies 
from Skinner^ Junius^ and other writers on the subject. 
In completing his alphabetical arrangement^ he, no 
doubt^ would recur to former dictionaries^ to see if any 
words had escaped him ; but this^ which Mr. Boswell 
makes the first step in the business^ was in reality the 
last ; and it was doubtless to this happy arrangement 
that Johnson effected in a few years^ what employed the 
foreign academies nearly half a century. 

534. Miss Williams, Q) 

During the summer of 1764^ Johnson paid a visit to 
me^at my vicarage-house in Easton-Mauduit^ near Wel- 
lingboroughj in Northamptonshire^ and spent parts of 
the months of June, July^ and August with me^ ac- 
companied by his friend Miss Williams, whom Mrs. 
Percy found a very agreeable companion. As poor 
Miss Williams^ whose history is so connected with that 
of Johnson^ has not had common justice done her by 
his biographers^ it may be proper to mention^ that^ so 
far from being a constant source of disquiet and vex- 
ation to him, although she had been totally blind for the 

(1) [See arUe^ VoL I. p. 274.] 
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last thirty years of her life, her mind was so well cul- 
tivated, and her conversation so agreeable, that she very 
much enlivened and diverted his solitary hours ; and, 
though there may have happened some slight disagree- 
ments between her and Mrs. Desmoulins, which, at the 
moment, disquieted him, the friendship of Miss Wil- 
liams contributed very much to his comfort and hap- 
piness. For, having been the intimate friend of his 
wife, who had invited her to his house, she continued 
to reside with him, and in her he had always a con- 
versable companion ; who, whether at his dinners or at 
his tea-table, entertained his friends with her sensible 
conversation. Being extremely clean and neat in her 
person and habits, she never gave the least disgust by 
her manner of eating; and when she made tea for 
Johnson and his friends, conducted it with so much 
delicacy, by gently touching the outside of the cup, to 
feel, by the heat, the tea as it ascended within, that it 
was rather matter of admiration than of dislike to every 
attentive observer. 

535. Truth. 

Johnson was fond of disputation, and willing to see 
what could be said on each side of the question, when 
a subject was argued. At all other times, no man had 
a more scrupulous regard for truth; from which, I 
verily believe, he would not have deviated to save his 
life. 

5S6. Robert Levett, 
Mr. BosweU describes Levett as a man of a strange, 
grotesque appearance, stiff and formal in his manner.(i) 
This is misrepresented. He was a modest, reserved 
man; humble and unaffected; ready to execute any 
commission for Johnson ; and grateful for his patronage. 

(1) [See arai^ Vol I. p. 290.] 
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537. Mr. Thrak. 
Of Mr. Thrale^ Johnson has given a true character 
in a Latin epitaph, Inscrihed on his monument in 
Streatham church. This most amiahle and worthy 
gentleman certainly deserved every trihute of gratitude 
f^m the Doctor and his literary friends ; who were 
always welcome at his hospitable table. It must there- 
fore give us great concern to see his origin degraded by 
any of them, in a manner that might be extremely in- 
jurious to his elegant and accomplished daughters, if it 
could not be contradicted ; for his father is represented 
to have been a common drayman ; whereas, he was well 
known to have been a respectable citizen, who increased 
a fortune, originally not contemptible, and proved his 
mind had been always liberal, by giving a superior 
education to his son. 

538. " The Rambler:' 

Mr. Boswell objects to the title of " Rambler," which 
he says, was ill-suited to a series of grave and moral 
discourses^ and is translated into Italian, '^ II Vaga- 
bondo,'' as also because the same title was afterwards 
given to a licentious magazine. These are curious rea- 
sons. But, in the first place, Mr. Boswell assumes, 
that Johnson intended only to write a series of papers 
on ^^ grave and moral " subjects ; whereas, on the con- 
trary^ he meant this periodical paper should be open for 
the reception of every subject^ serious or sprightly, 
solemn or familiar, moral or amusing ; and therefore 
endeavoured to find a tide as general and unconfined as 
possible. He acknowledged, that '' The Spectator " 
was the most happily chosen of all others, and '' The 
Tader" the next to it: and after long consideration 
how to fix a third title, equally capacious and suited to 
his purpose, he suddenly thought upon '' The Ram- 
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bier" Q) ; and it would be difficult to find any other 
that so exactly coincided with the motto he has adopted 
in the title-page — 

'* Quo me cunque rapit texnpestas deferor hospes." 

539. Fear of Death. 

Mr. Boswell states^ that " Dr. Johnson's conduct^ 
after he had associated with Savage and others^ was 
not so strictly virtuous, in one respect, as when he was 
a younger man. (2) This seems to have been suggested 
by Mr. Boswell, to account for Johnson's religious ter- 
rors on the approach of death ; as if they proceeded 
from his having been led by Savage to vicious in- 
dulgences with the women of the town, in his nocturnal 
rambles. This, if true, Johnson was not likely to have 
confessed to Mr. Boswell, and therefore must be re- 
ceived as a pure invention of his own. But if Johnson 
ever conversed with those unfortunate females, it is be- 
lieved to have been in order to reclaim them from their 
dissolute life, by moral and religious impressions ; for 
to one of his friends he once related a conversation of 
that sort which he had with a young female in the street, 
and that, asking her what she thought she was made for, 
her reply was, '' she supposed to please the gentlemen.'* 
His friend intimating his surprise, that he should have 
had communications with street-walkers^ implying a 
suspicion that they were not of a moral tendency, John- 
son expressed the highest indignation that any other 
motive could ever be suspected. 

(1) [A paper, entitled "The Rambler/' appeared in 1712. 
Only one number of it seems to have escaped the ravages of time : 
tiiis is in the British Museum.] 

(2) [See emtc. Vol. VIII. p. 395.] 
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Part XXVL 

ANECDOTES AND REMARKS, 
BY LADY KNIGHT. (1) 



540. Mrs, Johnson, 

Mrs. Williams's account of Johnson's wife was, that 
she had a good understanding and great sensibility, 
but inclined to be satirical. Her first husband died in- 
solvent : her sons were much disgusted with her for her 
second marriage ; perhaps because they, being strug- 
gling to get advanced in life, were mortified to think 
she had allied herself to a man who had not any visible 
means of being useful to them. However, she always 
retained her affection for them. While they resided in 
Gough Court, her son, the officer, knocked at the door, 
and asked the maid if her mistress was at home } She 
answered, " Yes, Sir ; but she is sick in bed." " O ! " 
says he, " if it is so, tell her that her son Jervas called 
to know how she did ; *' and was going away. The 
maid begged she might run up to tell her mistress, and, 
without attending his answer, left him. Mrs. Johnson, 
enraptured to hear her son was below, desired the maid 
to tell him she longed to embrace him. ^Vhen the maid 
descended, the gentleman was gone, and poor Mrs. 
Johnson was much agitated by the adventure : it was 
the only time he ever made an effort to see her. Dr. 

(1) [From a paper transmitted by Lady Kniffht, at Rome, 
to Mr. Hoole. Xady Knight was the mother of Miss Cornelia 
Knight, the accomplished author of " Dinarbas," " Marcus 
Flaminius," and other ingenious works. See ante, VoL I. p. 275.; 
and Vol.111, p. 9.] 
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Johnson did all he could to console his wife ; but told 
Mrs. Williams^ " Her son is uniformly undutiful ; so I 
conclude, like many other sober men^ he might once in 
his life be drunk^ and in that fit nature got the better of 
his pride." 

541. Mr8. Williams, 

Mrs. Williams was never otherwise dependent on Dr. 
Johnson^ than in that sort of association^ which is little 
known in the great world. They both had much to 
struggle through ; and I verily believe, that whichever 
held the purse, the other partook what want required. 
She was, in respect to morals, more rigid than mo- 
dem pohteness admits ; for she abhorred vice, and was 
not sparing of anger against those who threw young 
folks into temptation. Her ideas were very just in re- 
spect to the improvement of the mind, and her own 
was well stored. I have several of her letters : they 
are all written with great good sense and simplicity, 
and with a tenderness and affection, that far excel all 
that is called politeness and elegance. I have been 
favoured with her company some weeks at different 
times, and always found her temper equal, and her con- 
versation lively. I never passed hours with more plea- 
sure than when I heard her and Dr. Johnson talk of 
the persons they valued, or upon subjects in which they 
were much interested. One night I remember Mrs. 
Williams was giving an account of the Wilkinsons 
being at Paris, and having had consigned to their care 
the letters of Lady Wortley Montagu, on which they 
had bestowed great praise. The Doctor said, ''Why, 
Madam, there might be great charms to them in being 
Intrusted with honourable letters ; but those who know 
better of the world, would have rather possessed two 
pages of true history." One day that he came to my 
house to meet many others, we told him that we had 
arranged our party to go to Westminster Abbey, would 
not he go wiUi us ? " No," he replied ; *^ not while I 

VOL. X. E 
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can keep out." Upon our sayings that the friends of a 
lady had heen in great fear lest she should make a 
certain match for herself^ he said, ^' We that are Ms 
friends have had great fears for him." I talked to Mrs. 
Thrale much of dear Mrs. Williams. She said she was 
highly horn; that she was very nearly related to a 
Welsh peer ; hut that, though Dr. Johnson had always 
pressed her to he acquainted with her, yet she could 
not ; she was afraid of her. I named her virtues ; she 
seemed to hear me as if I had spoken of a newly dis- 
covered country. 

542. JohnsorCs Character. 

I think the character of Dr. Johnson can never he 
hetter summed up than in his own words in " Rasselas," 
chapter 42. He was master of an infinite deal of wit^ 
which proceeded from depth of thought, and of a 
humour which he used sometimes to take off from the 
asperity of reproof. Though he did frequently utter very 
sportive things, which might he said to be playing upon 
the foUy of some of his companions^ and though he 
never said one that could disgrace him, yet I think, now 
that he is no more, the care should be to prove his steady 
uniformity in wisdom^ virtue, and religion. His political 
principles ran high, hoth in church and state : he wished 
power to the king and to the heads of the church, as the 
laws of England have estahlished ; hut I know he disliked 
absolute power^ and I am very sure of his disapprobation 
of the doctrines of the church of Rome ; hecause, about 
three weeks before we came abroad^ he said to my Cor- 
nelia^ " You are going where the ostentatious pomp of 
church ceremonies attracts the imagination ; hut, if they 
want to persuade you to change your religion, you 
must remember, that, by increasing your faith, you may 
be persuaded to become a Turk." If these were not 
the words^ I have kept up to the express meaning. 
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Part XXVII. 

ANECDOTES, 
BY MR. STOCKDALE. (i) 



54f3, Swift — The Tale of a Tub. 

About the year 1770, I was invited by the lively 
and hospitable Tom Davies to dine with him, to meet 
some interesting characters. Dr. Johnson was of the 
party, and this was my first introduction to him: 
there were others, with whom every intelligent mind 
would have wished to converse, — Dr. Goldsmith and 
Mr. Meyer, the elegant miniature painter. Swift was 
one of our convivial subjects ; of whom it was Dr. John- 
son's invariable custom to speak in a disparaging man- 
ner. We gave our sentiments, and undoubtedly of 
high panegyric, on the Tale of a Tub ; of which Dr. 
Johnson insisted, in his usual positive manner, that it 
was impossible that Swift should have been the author, 
it was so eminently superior to all his other works. I 
expressed my own conviction, that it was written by 
Swift, and that, in many of his productions, he showed 
a genius not unequal to the composition of the Tale of 
a Tub. The Doctor desired me to name one. I re- 

(1) [From " Memoirs of the Life and Writings of Percival 
Stockdale,*' 2 vols. 8vo. 1809. To this gentleman, the ** Bel- 
field '* of Miss Bumey's *' Cecilia," Johnson was, upon several 
occasions, a kind protector. He was, for some years, the 
Doctor's neighbour, both in Johnson's Court and Bolt Court. 
For Miss Jane Portei's character of him, see ant^. Vol. III. 
p. 122. n.] 
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plied^ that I thought Gulliver's Travels not unworthy 
of the performance he so exclusively admired. He would 
not admit the instance ; hut said^ that " if Swift was 
really the author of the Tale of a Tuh^ as the hest of 
his other performances were of a very inferior merits 
he should have hanged himself after he had written it." 

544. The Journal to Stella. 

Johnson said on the same day^ ^^ Swift corresponded 
minutely with Stella and Mrs. Dingley^ on his im- 
portance with the ministry, from excessive vanity — that 
the women might exclaim, ^What a great man Dr. 
Swift is ! 



» tf 



545. Warhurton. 
Among other topics, Warhurton claimed our at- 
tention. Goldsmith took a part against Warhurton, 
whom Johnson strenuously defended, and, indeed, with 
many strong arguments, and with hright sallies of elo- 
quence. Goldsmith ridiculously asserted, that Warhur- 
ton was a weak writer. This misapplied characteristic 
Dr. Johnson refuted. I shall never forget one of the 
happy metaphors with which he strengthened and 
illustrated his refutation. ^^ Warhurton," said he, 
" may he ahsurd, but he will never be weak : Yie floun- 
ders well." 

546. Johnson's Cat. 

If I wanted the precedents, examples, and authority 
of celebrated men, to warrant my humble regard and 
affection for a cat, either in my boyish or maturer years 
(that useful, and indeed amiable, but infamously ha- 
rassed and persecuted creature), those precedents I 
might easily produce. Montaigne has recorded his cat, 
in his usual facetiousness, but in an affectionate manner. 
And as the insolence of Achilles, and the sternness of 
Telamonian Ajax, were subdued by a Briseis and a 
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Tecmessa, I have frequently seen the ruggedness of 
Dr. Johnson softened to smiles and caresses^ by the 
inarticulate^ yet pathetic^ expressions of his favourite 
Hodge* 

547- Charles the Twelfth, 

Charles the Twelfth was guilty of a deed which will 
eternally shade the glory of one of the most splendid 
periods that are presented to us in history — the murder 
of PatkaL Dr. Johnson remarked to me^ when we 
were conversing on this tragical subject^ that Charles 
had nine years of good and nine of bad fortune ; that 
his' adverse events began soon after the execution of 
Patkal^ and continued to his death. Johnson may be 
pronounced to have been superstitious ; but I own that I 
was sensibly struck with the force of the observation. 

548. Pope^s Homer, 

Lord Lyttelton told me^ that on a visit to Mr. Pope^ 
while he was translating the Iliad^ he took the liberty 
to express to that great poet his surprise^ that he had 
not determined to trandate Homer's poem into blank 
verse ; as it was an epic poem^ and as he had before 
him the illustrious example of Milton^ in the Paradise 
Lost. Mr. Pope's answer to Lord Lyttelton was^ that 
" he could translate it more easily into rhyme." I com- 
municated this anecdote to Dr. Johnson ; his remark 
to me was, I think, very erroneous in criticism, — *' Sir, 
when Pope said that, he knew that he lied." 

549. Crarrick, 

When Dr. Johnson and I were talking of Garrick, I 
observed, that he was a very moderate, fair, and pleas, 
ing companion; when we considered what a constant 
influx had flowed upon him, both of fortune and fame, 
to throw him ofl* his bias of moral and social self- 
government. '^ Sir," replied Johnson, in his usual 
emphatical and glowing manner, ^' you are very right 
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in your remark ; Garrick has undoubtedly the merit of 
a temperate and unassuming behaviour in society ; for 
more pains have been taken to spoil that fellow, than if 
he had been heir apparent to the empire of India ! " 

When Garrick was one day mentioning to me Dr. 
Johnson's iUiberal treatment of him^ on different occa- 
sions ; '* I question," said he^ '^ whether, in his calmest 
and most dispassionate moments, he would allow me 
the high theatrical merit which the public have been so 
generous as to attribute to me.'' I told him, that I 
would take an early opportunity to make the trial, and 
that I would not fail to inform him of the result of my 
experiment. As I had rather an active curiosity to put 
Johnson's disinterested generosity fairly to the test, on 
this apposite subject, I took an early opportunity of 
waiting on him, to hear his verdict on Garrick's pre- 
tensions to his great and universal fame. I found him 
in very good and social humour ; and I began a con- 
versation which naturally led to the mention of Garrick. 
I said something particidar on his excellence as an actor; 
and I added, '' But pray. Dr. Johnson, do you really 
think that he deserves diat illustrious theatrical cha- 
racter, and that prodigious fame, which he has ac- 
quired.^" ^' Ob, Sir," said he, " he deserves every 
thing that he has acquired, for having seized the very 
soul of Shakspeare ; for having embodied it in himself; 
and for having extended its glory over the world." I 
was not slow in communicating to Garrick the answer 
of the Delphic oracle. The tear started in bis eye — 
'^ Oh ! Stockdale," said he, ^^ such a praise from such 
a man ! — this atones for all that has passed." 

550. Intoxication, 

I called on Dr. Johnson one morning, when Mrs. 
Williams, the bUnd lady, was conversing with him. She 
was telling him where she had dined the day before. 
^' There were several gentlemen there," said she, '^ and 
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when some of them came to the tea-tahle^ I found that 
there had heen a good deal of hard drinking." She 
closed this observation with a common and trite moral 
reflection ; which^ indeed^ is very ill-founded^ and does 
great injustice to animals — ^^ I wonder what pleasure 
men can take in making beasts of themselves !" '^ I 
wonder^ Madam," replied the Doctor, " that you have 
not penetration enough to see the strong inducement to 
this excess ; for he who makes a betist of himself gets 
rid of the pain of being a man." 

551. Mrs. Bruce, 

Mrs. Bruce, an old Scotch lady, the widow of Cap- 
tain Bruce, who had been for many years an officer in 
the Russian service, drank tea with me one afternoon 
at my lodgings in Bolt Court, when Johnson was one 
of the company. She spoke very broad Scotch ; and 
this alarmed me for her present social situation. ^^ Dr. 
Johnson," said she/* you tell us, in your Dictionary, that 
in England oats are given to horses ; but that in Scot- 
land they support the people. Now, Sir, I can assure 
you, that in Scotland we give oats to our horses, as well 
as you do to yours in England." I almost trembled 
for the viridow of the Russian hero ; I never saw a 
more contemptuous leer than that which Johnson threw 
at Mrs. Bruce : however, he deigned her an answer, — * 
*^ I am very glad. Madam, to find that you treat your 
horses as well as you treat yourselves." I was dehvered 
from my panic, and I wondered that she was so gently 
set down. 
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Part XXVIIL 

ANECDOTES, 

BY MISS HAWKINS. (0 



552, Johnson's Person and Dress. 
When first I remember Johnson^ I used to see him 
sometimes at a little distance from the house^ coming 
to call on my father ; his look directed downwards^ or 
rather in such abstraction as to have no direction. His 
walk was heavy^ but he got on at a great rate, his left 
arm always placed across his breast, so as to bring the 
hand under his chin ; and he walked wide, as if to sup- 
port his weight. Got out of a hackney coach, which 
had set him down in Fleet Street, my brother Henry 
says, he made his way up Bolt Court in the zig-zag 
direction of a blast of lightning ; submitting his course 
only to the deflections imposed by the impossibility of 
going further to right or left. 

His clothes hung loose, and the pocket on the right 
hand swung violently, the lining of his coat being 
always visible. I can now call to mind his brown hand, 
his metal sleeve.buttons, and my surprise at seeing him 
with plain wristbands, when all gentlemen wore ruffles ; 
his coat-sleeve being very wide, showed his linen almost 
to his elbow. His wig in common was cut and bushy; if 
by chance he had one that had been dressed in separate 

(1) [From the Memoirs of Letitia Hawkins (daughter of 
Sir John), 2 vols. Sva 1827.] 
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curls^ it gave him a disagreeable look^ not suited to his 
years or character. 

In his colloquial intercourse^ Johnson's compliments 
were studied^ and therefore lost their effect : his head 
dipped lower ; the semicircle in which it revolved was 
of greater extent ; and his roar was deeper in its tone 
when he meant to be civil. His movement in readings 
which he did with great rapidity^ was humorously de- 
scribed after his deaths by a lady^ who said^ that '^ his 
head swung seconds." 

The usual initial sentences of his conversation led 
some to imagine that to resemble him was as easy 
as to mimic him, and that, if they began with " Why, 
Sir/* or " I know no reason," or " If any man chooses 
to think," or ** If you mean to say," they must, of 
course, ^^ talk Johnson." That his style might be 
imitated, is true ; and that its strong features made it 
easier to lay hold on it than on a milder style, no one 
will dispute. 

56S. The Economy of Bolt Court, 

What the economy of Dr. Johnson's house may have 
been under his wife's administration, I cannot tell ; but, 
under Miss Williams's management^ and, indeed, after. 
"Wards, when he was overcome at the misery of those 
aroimd him, it always exceeded my expectation, as far 
as the condition of the apartment into which I was ad- 
mitted could enable me to judge. It was not, indeed, 
his study : amongst his books he probably might bring 
Magliabecchi to recollection; but I saw him only in the 
decent drawing-room of a house, not inferior to others 
on the same local situation, and with stout old-fashioned 
mahogany table and chairs. He was a Uberal customer 
to his tailor, and I can remember that his Hnen was 
often a strong contrast to the colour of his hands. 

554. Bennet Langton. 
On one occasion, •! remember Johnson's departing 
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from his gentleness towards Mr. Langton^ and in his 
irritation showing some inconsistency of ideas. I went 
with my father to call in Bolt Court one Sunday after 
church. There were many persons in the Doctor's 
drawing-room^ and among them Mr. Langton, who 
stood leaning against the post of an open door^ under- 
going what I suppose the giver of it would have called 
an " objurgation." Johnson, on my father's entrance^ 
went back to explain the cause of this^ which was no 
less than that Mr. Langton^ in his opinion, ought then 
to have been far on his road into Lincolnshire, where 
he was informed his mother was very ill. Mr. Lang- 
ton's pious affection for his mother could not be doubted^ 
-— she was a parent of whom any son might have been 
proud ; but this was a feeUng which never could have 
been brought into the question by her son : the inert 
spirit^ backed^ perhaps^ by hope, and previous knowledge 
of the extent of similar attacks, prevailed ; and John- 
son's arguments seemed hitherto rather to have riveted 
Mr. Langton's feet to the place where he was^ than to 
have spurred him to quit it. My father, thus referred 
to, took up the subject, and a few half- whispered sen- 
tences from him made Mr. Langton take his leave ; but^ 
as he was quitting the room, Johnson, with one of his 
howls, and his indescribable but really pathetic slow 
semi-circuits of his head, said most energetically, ^^ Do, 
Hawkins, teach Langton a little of the world." 

6^^. Mrs, Thrale. 

On the death of Mr. Thrale, it was concluded by 
some, that Johnson would marry the widow ; by others, 
that he would entirely take up his residence in her house; 
which, resembling the situation of many other learned 
men, would have been nothing extraordinary or cen- 
surable. The path he would pursue was not evident ; 
when, on a sudden, he came out again, and sought my 
father with kind eagerness. Calls were exchanged : he 
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would now take his tea with us ; and in one of those 
evening visits, which were the pleasantest periods of my 
knowledge of him, saying, when taking leave, that he 
was leaving London, Lady Hawkins said, ^* I suppose you 
are going to Bath ?" *' Why should you suppose so ? " 
said he. " Because,'' said my mother, '^ I hear Mrs. 
Thrale is gone there." " I know nothing of Mrs. 
Thrale," he roared out ; ^^ good evening to you," The 
state of affairs was soon made known. 

556. Warburton, 

To Warburton's great powers he did full justice. 
He did not always, my brother says, agree with him 
in his notions ; " but," said he, " with all his errors, si 
non errasset, fecerat iUe minus,* Speaking of Warbur- 
ton's contemptuous treatment of some one who presumed 
to differ from him, I heard him repeat with much glee 
the coarse expressions in which he had vented this feel- 
ing, that there could be no doubt of his hearty appro- 
bation. 

557. Sex. 
He said, he doubted whether there ever was a man 
who was not gratified by being told that he was liked by 
the women. 

558. Reading and Study. 

Speaking of reading and study, my younger brother 
heard him say, that he would not ask a man to give up 
his important interests for them, because it would not 
be fair ; but that, if any man would employ in reading 
that time which he would otherwise waste, he would 
answer for it, if he were a man of ordinary endowment, 
that he would make a sensible man. ^^ He might not," 
said he, ^^ make a Bentley, but he would be a sensible 



man." 
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559* Thurlaw. — Burke. — [BosweU, 
It may be said of Johnson, that he had a peculiar 
individual feeling of regard towards his many and va- 
rious friends^ and that he was to each what I might call 
the indenture or counterpart of what they were to him. 
My brother says^ that any memoirs of his conversations 
with Lord Thurlow or Burke would be invaluable : to 
the former he acknowledged that he always ^^ talked his 
best;" and the latter would, by the force of his own 
powers, have tried those of Johnson to the utmost. But 
still the inquisitive world, that world whose inquisitive- 
ness has tempted almost to sacrilege, would not have 
been satisfied without the minor communications of 
Boswell, though he sometimes sorely punctured his 
friend to get at what he wanted. 

560. Camplainers, 

It is greatly to the honour of Johnson, that he never 
accustomed himself to descant on the ingratitude of 
mankind, or to comment on the many causes he had 
to think harshly of the world. He said once to my 
youngest brother, ^^ I hate a complainer." This hatred 
might preserve him &om the habit. 

561. Envy, — Dr. Taylor, 

Johnson was, with all his infirmities, bodily and 
mental, less of the thorough-bred irritabUe genus of 
authors, than most of his compeers : he had no petty 
feelings of animosity, to be traced only to mean causes. 
He said of some one, indeed, that he was " a good 
hater," as if he approved the feeling ; but I understand 
by the expression, that it was at least a justifiable, an 
honest and avowed aversion, that obtained this character 
for its possessor. But still more to his honour is it, 
that his irritability was not excited by the most common 
cause of mortification. He saw the companion of his 
studies and the witness of his poverty, Taylor, raised 
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by the tide of human affairs to bloating affluence^ and^ 
I should presume^ with pretensions of every kind, far^ 
very far inferior to his : yet I do not recollect having 
ever heard of a sigh excited by his disparity of lot. 
That he envied Garrick^ while he loved and admired 
him^ is true ; but it was under the pardonable feeling 
of jealousy^ in seeing histrionic excellence so much more 
highly prized^ than that which he knew himself to 
possess. 

562. Reynolds's " Discourses** 

On Johnson's death, Mr. Langton said to Sir John 
Hawkins^ ^^ We shall now know whether he has or has 
not assisted Sir Joshua in his ' Discourses ; ' " but Johnson 
had assured Sir John^ that his assistance had never ex. 
ceeded the substitution of a word or two^ in preference 
to what Sir Joshua had written. 

563. *' 3fr. James BoswelV* 
My father and Boswell grew a little acquainted ; and 
when the Life of their friend came out^ Boswell showed 
himself very uneasy under an injury, which he was 
much embarrassed in defining. He called on my father^ 
and being admitted, complained of the manner in which 
he was enrolled amongst Johnson's friends, which was 
as '^ Mr. James Boswell of Auchinleck." Where was the 
offence ? It was one of those which a complainant 
hardly dares to embody in words: he would only repeat^ 
" Well, but Mr, James Boswell ! surely, surely, Mr, 
James BosweU! !** ^' I know," said my father, '* Mr. 
Boswell, what you mean ; you would have had me say 
that Johnson undertook this tour with The BoswelL" 
He could not indeed absolutely covet this mode of pro. 
damation; he would perhaps have been content with 
" the celebrated," or ^' the well-known," but he could 
not confess quite so much ; he therefore acquiesced in 
the amendment proposed, but he was forced to depart 
without any promise of correction in a subsequent 
edition. 
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Part XXIX. 

ANECDOTES, 
BY JOHN NICHOLS, ESQ. (i) 



564, " Literary Anecdotes.* — ThirWy. 

My intimate acquaintance with that hright luminary 
of literature^ Johnson^ did not commence till he was ad- 
vanced in years ; hut it happens to have fallen to my lot 
(and I confess that I am proud of it) to have heen present 
at many interesting conversations in the latest periods of 
the life of this illustrious pattern of true piety. In the 
progress of his " Lives of the Poets^*' I had the good 
fortune to conciliate his esteem^ hy several little services. 
Many of his short notes during the progress of that 
work are printed in the Gentleman's Magazine^ and in 
one of his letters to Mrs. Thrale he says^ <^I have 
finished the life of Prior — and now a fig for Mr. 
Nichols ! ** Our friendship^ however^ did not cease 
with the termination of those volumes. 

565. Uchfield. 

Of his hirth-place^ Lichfield^ Dr. Johnson always 
spoke with a laudahle enthusiasm. *' Its inhabitants^*' 
he saidj ^^ were more orthodox in their religion, more 
pure in their language, and more polite in their manners, 
than any other town in the kingdoip ;" and he often 
lamented, that '^ no city of equal antiquity and worth 
had heen so destitute of a native to record its fame, and 
transmit its history to posterity." 

(1) [From "Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth Cen- 
tuiy," m 9 vols. 8vo. 1812 — 15. For a character <S Mr. Nichols, 
and of this work, see afU^^ VoL VIII. p. 374.] 
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566, Roxana and Statira, 

Mr. Cradock informs me^ that he once accompanied 
Dr. Johnson and Mr. Steevens to Marylebone Gardens^ 
to see ^^ La Serva Padrona" performed. Mr. Steevens, 
being quite weary of the burletta, exclaimed, ^' There 
is no plot ; it is merely an old fellow cheated, and de- 
luded by his servant ; it is quite foolish and unnatural." 
Johnson instantly replied, '^ Sir, it is not unnatural. 
It is a scene that is acted in my family every day in my 
life." This did not allude to the maid servant, however, 
so much as to two distressed ladies, [whom he gene-< 
rously supported in his house, who were always quarrel- 
ling. These ladies presided at Johnson's table by turns 
when there was company ; which, of course, would pro- 
duce disputes. I ventured one day to say, " Surely, 
Dr. Johnson, Roxana for this time should take place of 
Statira." '^ Yes, Sir," replied the Doctor ; but, in my 
family, it has never been decided which is Roxana, 
and which is Statira." 

567. Joseph Reed's Tragedy, 
It happened that I was in Bolt Court on the day 
when Mr. Henderson, the justly celebrated actor, was 
first introduced to Dr. Johnson ; and the conversation 
turning on dramatic subjects, Henderson asked the 
Doctor's opinion of ^^ Dido " and its author. " Sir," 
said Johnson, ^^ I never did the man an injury ; yet 
he would read his tragedy to me." 

568. Samuel Boyse, Q) 
The following particulars of the unfortunate Samuel 
Boyse I had from Dr. Johnson's own mouth : — " By 
addressing himself to low vices, among which were 
gluttony and extravagance, Boyse rendered himself so 
contemptible and wretched, that he frequently was 
without the least subsistence for days toge^er. After 

(1) See an^, VoL VIII. p. 183. 
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squandering away in a dirty manner any money which 
he acquired^ he has heen known to pawn all his apparel." 
Dr. Johnson once collected a sum of money to redeem 
his clothes, which in two days after were pawned again. 
*^ This/' said the Doctor, ^^ was when my acquaintances 
were few, and most of them as poor as myself. The 
money was collected hy shillings." 

569' Lauder's Forgery, 

On my showing Dr. Johnson Archdeacon Black- 
burne's " Remarks on the Life of Milton^" which were 
published in 1780, he wrote on the margin of p. 14., 
" In the business of Lauder I was deceived ; partly by 
thinking the man too frantic to be fraudulent" 

570. Dr, Heberden, 

Dr. Johnson being asked in his last illness, what phy- 
sician he had sent for — " Dr. Heberden," repHed he, 
" ultimum Romanorum, the last of our learned phy- 
sicians." 

571. Parliamentary Debates. 
On the morning of Dec. 7. 1784, only six days before 
his death. Dr. Johnson requested to see the editor of 
these anecdotes, from whom he had borrowed some of 
the early volumes of the Gentleman's Magazine, with a 
professed intention to point out the pieces which he 
had written in that collection. The books lay on the 
table, with many leaves doubled down, particularly those 
which contained his share in the Parhamentary Debates; 
and such was the goodness of Johnson's heart, that he 
solemnly declared, that ^' the only part of his writings 
which then gave him any compunction, was his account 
of the debates in the Ms^azine ; but that at the time he 
wrote them he did not think he was imposing on the 
world. The mode," he said, " was to fix upon a 
speaker's name, then to conjure up an answer. He 
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wrote these debates with more velocity than any other 
of his productions ; often three columns of the^ maga- 
zine within the hour. He once wrote ten pages in one 
day. 

572. Mr, Faden. 

Dr. Johnson said to me^ I may possibly live^ or rather 
breathe^ three days^ or perhaps three weeks ; but I find 
myself daily and gradually worse. Before I quitted 
him^ he asked^ whether any of the family of Faden^ the 
printer, were alive. Being told that the geographer 
near Charing Cross was Faden's son^ he said^ after a 
ihort pause^ " I borrowed a guinea of his father near 
thirty years ago ; be so good as to take this^ and pay 
it for me." 

57s. Last Interview, 

During the whole time of my intimacy with him^ he 
rarely permitted me to depart without some sententious 
advice. At the latest of these affecting interviews^ his 
words at parting were^ " Take care of your eternal sal- 
vation. Remember to observe the sabbath. Let it 
never be a day of business^ nor wholly a day of dissi- 
pation." He concluded his solemn farewell with^ '^ Let 
my words have their due weight. They are the words 
of a dying man." I never saw him more. In the last 
five or six days of his life but few even of his most in. 
timate friends were admitted. Every hour that could 
be abstracted from his bodily pains and infirmities^ was 
spent in prayer and the warmest ejaculations ; and in 
that pious^ praiseworthy, and exemplary manner^ he 
closed a life begun^ continued, and ended in virtue. 
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Part XXX. 

ANECDOTES AND REMARKS, 
BY ARTHUR MURPHY, ESa (») 



574. Introductory. 

I ENJOYED the conversation and friendship of that 
excellent man more than thirty years. I thought it an 
honour to he so connected, and to this hour I reflect 
on his loss with regret : hut regret, I know, has secret 
bribes, by which the judgment may be influenced, and 
partial affection may be carried beyond the bounds of 
truth. In the present case, however, nothing needs to 
be disguised, and exaggerated praise is unnecessary. 

575. First Interview, 
It was in the summer 1754, that I became acquainted 
with Dr. Johnson. The cause of his first visit is re- 
lated by Mrs. Piozzi nearly in the following manner : — 
" Mr. Murphy being engaged in a periodical paper, the 
^ Gray's Inn Journal,' was at a friend's house in the 
country, and, not being disposed to lose pleasure for 
business, wished to content his bookseller by some un- 
studied essay. He therefore took up a French Jbt^rna/ 
Litteraire, and, translating something he liked, sent it 
away to town. Time, however, discovered that he 
translated from the French a ' Rambler,' which had 
been taken from the English without acknowledgment. 

(l) [From " An Essay on the Life and Genius of Samuel 
Johnson, LL. D." prefixed to his Works; and first published 
in 1792.] , 
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Upon this discovery, Mr. Murphy thought it right to 
make his excuses to Dr. Johnson. He went next day^ 
and found him covered with soot^ like a chimney- 
sweeper, in a little room^ as if he had heen acting 
^ Lungs' in the Alchymist, making ether. This being 
told by Mr. Murphy in company^ ^ Come^ come,' said 
Dr. Johnson, ^ the story is black enough ; but it was a 
happy day that brought you first to my house.' " After 
this first visits I by degrees grew intimate with Dr. 
Johnson. 

576. Lord Bolingbroke. 

The first striking sentence that I heard from Dr. John- 
son was in a few days after the publication of Lord Bo- 
Ungbroke's posthumous works. Mr. Garrick asked him^ 
'' If he had seen them } " " Yes, I have seen them." 
" What do you think of them } " '' Think of them ! " 
He made a long pause, and then replied : ^^ Think of 
them ! A scoundrel and a coward ! A scoundrel, who 
spent his life in charging a gun against Christianity ; 
and a coward, who was afraid of hearing the report of 
his own gun ; but left half a crown to a hungry Scotch, 
man to draw the trigger after his death." 

577. Picture of Himself . 

Johnson's reflections on his own life and conduct 
were always severe ; and, wishing to be immaculate, he 
destroyed his own peace by unnecessary scruples. He 
tells us, that, when he surveyed his past life, he dis- 
covered nothing but a barren waste of time, with some 
disorders of body, and disturbances of mind very near 
to madness. His life, he says, from his earliest youth, 
was wasted in a morning bed ; and his reigning sin was 
a general sluggishness, to which he was always in- 
clined, and, in part of his life, almost compelled, by 
morbid melancholy and weariness of mind. This was 
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his constitutional malady, derived^ perhaps, from his 
father, who was, at times, overcast with a gloom that 
bordered on insanity. 

In a Latin poem, to which he has prefixed as a title 
FNOei 2EATT0N, he has left a picture of himsdf, 
drawn with as much truth, and as firm a hand, as can 
be seen in the portraits of Hogarth or Sir Joshua 
Reynolds. The learned reader will find the original 
poem in tlie first volume of his Works; and it is hoped 
that a translation, or rather imitation, of so curious a 
piece will not be improper in this place : — 

« KNOW YOURSELF. 

** ATTEB, EXVISING AMJ) ENLARGIMG THE EXGLUH LEXICOK, OX 

DXCTXONAAT. 

" When Scaliger, whole years of labour past, 
Beheld his Lexicon complete at last, 
And weary of his task, with wond*ring eyes, 
Saw from words piled on words a fabric rise. 
He cursed the industry, inertly strong. 
In creeping toil that could persist so long, 
And if, enraged he cried, Heav*n meant to shed 
Its keenest vengeance on the guilty head. 
The drudgery of words the damn*d would know, 
Doom*d to write Lexicons in endless woe. (1) 

" Yes, you had cause, great Genius^ to repent; 
* You lost good days, that might be better spent; * 
You well might grudge the hours of ling'ring pain, 
And view your learned labours with disdain. 
To you were given the large expanded mind. 
The flame of genius, and the taste refined. 
'Twas yours on eagle wings aloft to soar. 
And amidst rolling worlds the Great First Cause explore ; 



(1) See Scaliger*s epigram on this subject, communicated 
without doubt by Dr. Johnson, Gent. Mag. 174& — M. 
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To fix the aeras of recorded time, 
And live in ev*ry age and ev'ry clime; 
Record the chieft, who propt their country's cause; 
Who founded empires, and establish'd laws; 
To learn whate*er the sage with virtue fraught^ 
Whatever the Muse of moral wisdom taught. 
These were your quarry ; these to you were known. 
And the world's ample volume was your own. 

** Tet wam'd by me, ye pigmy Wits, beware, 
Nor with immortal Scaliger compare. 
For m^ though his example strike my yiew. 
Oh ! not for me his footsteps to pursue. 
Whether first Nature, unpropitious, cold. 
This clay compounded in a ruder mould ; 
Or the slow current, loit'ring at my heart, 
No gleam of wit or fancy can impart ; 
Whate'er the cause, from me no numbers flow, 
No visions warm me, and no raptures glow. 

" A mind like Scaliger's^ superior still. 
No grief could conquer, no misfortune chilL 
Though for the maze of words his native skies 
He seem*d to quit, 't was but again to rise ; 
To mount once more to the bright source of day, 
And view the wonders of th* etherial way. 
The love of fame his gen'rous bosom fired ; 
Each Science hail'd him, and each Muse inspired. 
For him the Sons of Learning trimm'd the bays. 
And nations grew harmonious in his praise. 

^ My task perform'd, and all my labours o'er. 
For me what lot has Fortune now in store ? 
The lisUess will succeeds, that worst disease. 
The rack of indolence, the sluggish ease. 
Care grows on care, and o'er my aching brain 
Black Melancholy pours her morbid train. 
No kind relief, no lenitive at hand, 
I seek, at midnight clubs, the social band ; 
But midnight clubs, where wit with noise conspires. 
Where Comus revels, and where wine inspires, 

p 3 
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Delight no more : I seek my lonely bed, 
And call on Sleep to sooth my languid head : 
But sleep from these sad lids flies far away ; 
I mourn all night, and dread the coming day. 
Exhausted, tired, I throw my eyes around. 
To find some vacant spot on. classic ground : 
And soon, vain hope ! I form a grand design ; 
Langour succeeds, and all my powers decline. 
If Science open not her richest vein. 
Without materials all our toil is vain. 
A form to rugged stone when Phidias gives. 
Beneath his touch a new creation lives. 
Remove his marble, and his genius dies ; 
With nature then no breathing statue vies. 

" Whate'er I plan, I feel my powers confined 
By Fortune's frown and penury of mind. 
I boast no knowledge glean'd with toil and strife. 
That bright reward of a well-acted life. 
I view myself, while Reason's feeble light 
Shoots a pale glimmer through the gloom of night, 
While passions, errors, phantoms of the brain. 
And vain opinions, fill the dark domain ; 
A dreary void, where fears with grief combined 
Waste all within, and desolate the mind. 

" What then remains? Must I in slow decline 
To mute inglorious ease old age resign ? 
Or, bold ambition kindling in my breast. 
Attempt some arduous task ? Or, were it best 
Brooding o'er Lexicons to pass the day, 
And in that labour drudge my life away ? " (1 ) 

Such is the picture for which Dr. Johnson sat to 
himself. He gives the prominent features of his cha- 
racter ; his lassitude, his morhid melancholy^ his love 
of fame^ his dejection^ his tavern parties^ and his wan- 
dering reveries^ Fcuma mala somnia mentis^ ahout 

(1) [This spirited translation, or rather imitation, is by Mr. 
Murphy.] 
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which 80 much has been written ; all are painted in 
miniature^ but in vivid colours^ by his own hand. His 
idea of writing more dictionaries was not merely said in 
verse. Mr. Hamilton^ who was at that time an eminent 
printer, and well acquainted with Dr. Johnson, re- 
members that he engaged in a Commercial Dictionary, 
and, as appears by the receipts in his possession, was 
paid his price for several sheets; but he soon relin- 
quished the undertaking. 

578. BoswelVa Introduction to Johnson, 

Upon one occasion, I went with Dr. Johnson into 
the shop of Davies, the bookseller, in Russell Street, 
Covent Garden. Davies came running to him almost 
out of breath with joy: "The Scots gentleman is 
come. Sir ; his principal wish is to see you ; he is now 
in the back parlour." ^^ Well, well, I'll see the gen- 
tleman," said Johnson. He walked towards the room. 
Mr. Boswell was the person. I followed with no small 
curiosity. " I find," said Mr. Boswell, " that I am 
come to London at a bad time, when great popular pre- 
judice has gone forth against us North Britons ; but, 
when I am talking to you, I am talking to a large and 
liberal mind, and you know that I cannot help coming 
from Scotland" " Sir," said Johnson, " no more can 
the rest of your countrymen." Q) 

579. Dread of Death. 
For many years, when he was not disposed to enter 
into the conversation going forward, whoever sat near 
his chair might hear him repeating, from Shakspeare, — 

" Ay, but to die and go we know not where ; 
To lie in cold obstruction and to rot ; 



(1) [Mr. Bosweirs account of this introduction is very dif- 
ferent from the above. See ante, Vol. II. p. 168,] 
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This sensible warm motion to become 
A kneaded clod, and the delighted spirit 
To bathe in fiery floods.'* 

And from Milton^ — 

** Who would lose, 
For fear of pain, this intellectual being ! ** 

580. Essex-Head Clvb. 

Johnson^ being in December 1 783 eased of his dropsy^ 
began to entertain hopes that the vigour of his con- 
stitation was not entirely broken. For the sake of 
conversing with his friends^ he established a conversa. 
«tion-club^ to meet on every Wednesday evening ; and^ 
to serve a man whom he had known in Mr. Thrale's 
household for many years^ the place was fixed at his 
house in Essex Street near the Temple. To answer the 
malignant remarks of Sir John Hawkins, on this sub- 
ject Q), were a wretched, waste of time. Professing to 
be Johnson's friend, that biographer hai raised more 
objections to his character than all the enemies to that 
excdlent man. Sir John had a root of bitterness that 
^' put rancours in the vessel of his peace." " Fielding," 
he says, ^' was the inventor of a cant phrase, Goodtiess 
of hmrty which means little more than the virtue of a 
horse or a dog." He should have known that kind 
affections are the essence of virtue ; they are the will 
of God implanted in our nature, to aid and strengthen 
moral obligation ; they incite to action ; a sense of be>« 
nevolence is no less necessary than a sense of dtty* 
Crood affections are an ornament not only to an author 
but to his writings. He who shows himself upon a 
cold scent for opportunities to bark and snarl through-i 
out a volume of six hundred pages, may, if he will, 
pretend to moralise ; but ^' goodness of heart," or, to 

(I) [See anth. Vol. VIII. p. 250.] 
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use th« politer phrase, the ^' virtue of a horse or a d<^," 
would rodound more to his honour. 

581. Character of Johnson. 

If we now look back^ as from an eminence^ to view 
the scenes of life and the literary labours in which Dr. 
Johnson was engaged^ we may be able to delineate the 
features of the man^ and to form an estimate of his 
genius. As a man^ Dr. Johnson stands displayed in 
open daylight. Nothing remains undiscovered. What* 
ever he said is known ; and^ without allowing him the 
usual privilege of hazarding sentiments^ and advancing 
positions^ for mere amusement^ or the pleasure of dis- 
cussion^ criticism has endeavoured to xliake him an- 
swerable for what^ perhaps, he never seriously thought. 
His Diary^ which has been printed^ discovers still more. 
We have before us the very heart of the man^ with all 
his inward consciousness. And yet^ neither in the open 
paths of life^ nor in his secret recesses^ has any one 
vice been discovered. We see him reviewing every 
year of his life^ and severely censuring himself^ for not 
keeping resolutions^ which morbid melancholy and 
other bodily infirmities rendered impracticable. We 
see him for every little defect imposing on himself vo. 
luntary penance^ and to the last^ amidst paroxysms and 
remissions of illness^ forming plans of study and reso- 
lutions to amend his life. Q) Many of his scruples 
may be called weaknesses ; but they are the weaknesses 
of a good, a pious, and most excellent man. 

Johnson was bom a logician ; one of those to whom 
only books of logic are said to be of use. In conse- 
quence of his skill in that art^ he loved argumentation. 
No man thought more profoundly, nor with such acute 
discernment. A fallacy could not stand before him : 

(1) On the subject of yolimtary penance; see the Rambler, 
No. 110. 
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it was sure to be refuted by strength of reasonings and 
a precision both in idea and expression almost une- 
qualled. When he chose by apt illustration to place 
the argument of his adversary in a ludicrous lights one 
was almost inclined to think ridicule the test of truth. 
He was surpdsed to be told^ but it is certainly true^ that, 
with great powers of mind, wit and humour were his 
shining talents. That he often argued for the sake of 
triumph over his adversary, cannot be dissembled. Dr. 
Rose, of Chiswick, has been heard to tell a friend of his, 
who thanked him for introducing him to Dr. Johnson, 
as he had been convinced, in the course of a long dis- 
pute, that an opinion, which he had embraced as a 
settled truth, was no better than a vulgar error. This 
being reported to Johnson, '^ Nay," said he, ^^ do not 
let him be thankful; for he was right, and I was 
wrong." Like his uncle Andrew, in the ring at 
Smithfield, Johnson, in a circle of disputants, was 
determined neither to be thrown nor conquered. Not- 
withstanding all his piety, self-government, or the com. 
mand of his passions in conversation, does not seem 
to have been among his attainments. Whenever he 
thought the contention was for superiority, he has been 
known to break out with violence, and even ferocity. 
When the fray was over, he generally softened into 
repentance, and, by conciliating measures, took care that 
no animosity should be left rankling in the breast of 
his antagonist. 

It is observed by the younger Pliny, that in the con. 
fines of virtue and great qualities there are generally 
vices of an opposite nature. In Dr. Johnson not one 
ingredient can take the name of vice. From his attain- 
ments in literature grew the pride of knowledge ; and, 
from his powers of reasoning, the love of disputation 
and the vainglory of superior vigour. His piety, {in 
some instances, bordered on superstition. He was will- 
ing to believe in preternatural agency, and thought it 
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not more strange that there should he evil spirits than 
evil men. Even the question ahout second sight held 
him in suspense. 

Since virtue^ or moral goodness, consists in a just 
conformity of our actions to the relations in which we 
stand to the Supreme Being and to our fellow-creatures^ 
where shall we find a man who has heen, or endea- 
voured to he, more diligent in the discharge of those 
essential duties ? His first Prayer was composed in 
1738 ; he continued those fervent ejaculations of piety 
to the end of his life. In his Meditations we see him 
scrutinising himself with severity, and aiming at per- 
fection unattainahle hy man. His duty to his neigh- 
hour consisted in universal henevolence, and a constant 
aim at the production of happiness. Who was more 
sincere and steady in his friendships ? 

His humanity and generosity, in proportion to his 
slender income, were unhounded. It has heen truly 
said, that the lame, the hlind, and the sorrowful, found 
in his house a sure retreat. A strict adherence to truth 
he considered as a sacred obligation, insomuch that, in 
relating the most minute anecdote, he would not allow 
himself the smallest addition to embellish his story. 
The late Mr. Tyers, who knew Dr. Johnson intimately^ 
observed, that " he always talked as if he was talking 
upon oath." After a long acquaintance with this ex- 
cellent man, and an attentive retrospect to his whole 
conduct, such is the light in which he appears to the 
writer of this essay. The following lines of Horace 
may be deemed his picture in miniature : — 

" Iracundior est paulo, minus aptus acutis 
Naribus horum hominum, rideri possit, eo quod 
Rusticius tonso toga defluit, et male laxus 
In pede calceus haeret; at est bonus, ut melior vir 
Non alius quisquam ; at tibi amicus at ingenium ingens ; 
Inculto latet hoc sub corpore." 
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<' Your friend is passionate, perhaps unfit 
For the brisk petulance of modem wit 
His hair ill-cut, his robe that awkward flows,' 
Or his large shoes to raillery expose 

The man you love; yet is he not possessed 
Of virtues vrith which very few are blest? 
While underneath this rude, uncouth disguise 
A genius of extensive knowledge lies.*' 



Part XXXI» 

CRITICAL REMARKS, 
BY NATHAN DRAKE, M.D.(1) 



582. "London." 

As this spirited imitation of Juvenal fonns an epock 
in our author's literary life^ and is one of his best poetical 
productions, I shall consider it as introductory to an 
uninterrupted consideration of his compositions in this 
branch, and to a discussion of his general character as a 
poet ; and this plan I shall pursue with regard to the 
other numerous departments of literature in which he 
excelled, and according to the order in which the first 
in merit of a class shall in succession rise to view ; per- 
suaded that, by this mode, the monotony arising from 

(1) [From << Essays, critical and historical, illustrative of the 
Rambler, Adventurer, and Idler:" Part II. " The Literary 
Life of Dr. Johnson." 2 vols. 1806.] 



DRAKE. 77 

a stricter chronological detail of his yarious writings^ 
the arrangement hitherto adopted by his biographers^ 
may, in a great measure^ be obviated. 

Of the three imitators of the third satire of the 
Roman poet^ Boileau^ Oldham^ and Johnson^ the latter 
is, by many degrees^ the most vigorous and poeticaL 
No man^ indeed^ was better calculated to transfuse the 
stem invective, the sublime philosophy^ and nervous 
painting of Juvenal^ than our author; and his '^London," 
whilst it rivals the original in these respects, is^ at the 
same time^ greatly superior to it in purity of illustration^ 
and harmony of versification. The felicity with which 
he has adapted the imagery and allusions of the Latin 
poem to modem manners^ vices^ and events ; and the 
richness and depth of thought which he exhibits when 
the hint is merely taken from the Roman bard^ or 
when he chooses altogether to desert him^ are such as 
to render this satire the noblest moral poem in our lan- 

At the period when Johnson wrote his " London^" he 
must^ from his peculiar circumstances^ have been prone 
to imbibe all the warmth and indignation of the ancient 
satirist^ who depicts in the boldest colours the un. 
merited treatment to which indigence is subjected^ and 
the multiform oppressions arising from tyranny and ill- 
acquired wealth. He was^ indeed^ at this time^ " steeped 
up to the lips in poverty," and was likevnse a zealous 
opponent of what he deemed a corrupt administration. 
It is impossible to read the following passage, one of 
the finest in the poem^ and especially its concluding 
line^ which the au^or distinguished by capitals^ without 
deeply entering into, and severely sympathising with^ 
the feelings and sufierings of the writer : — 

(( By numbers here from shame or censure free» 
All crimes are safe but hated poverty. 
This, only this, the rigid law pursues, 
This, only this, provokes the snarling muse. 
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The sober trader at a tatter'd cloak 
Wakes from his dream, and labours for a joke ; 
With brisker air the silken courtiers gaze, 
And turn the varied taunt a thousand ways. 

<< Of all the griefk that harass the distress*d, 
Sure the most bitter is a scornful jest ; 
Fate never wounds more deep the gen'rous heart. 
That when a blockhead's insult points the dart. 

'* Has Heaven reserved, in pity to the poor, 
No pathless waste, or undiscovered shore ? 
No secret island in the boundless main ! 
No peaceful desert yet unclaimed by Spain ? 
Quick let us rise, the happy seats explore, 
And bear oppression's insolence no more. 
This mournful truth is every where confess*d. 
Slow rises ivorih, by poverty depress^dJ" 

Of the energy and compression which characterise 
the sentiment and diction of ^^ London^" this last *Iine 
is a striking example ; for the original, though strong in 
its expression^ is less terse and happy : — 

** Hand facile emergunt, quorum virtutibus obstat 
Res angusta domi." 

583. " Vanity of Human Wishes J' 

The " Vanity of Human Wishes," the suhject of 
which is in a great degree founded on the Alcihiades 
of Plato, possesses not the point and fire which animates 
the " London." It hreathes, however, a strain of calm 
and dignified philosophy, much more pleasing to the 
mind, and certainly much more consonant to truths 
than the party exaggeration of the prior satire. The 
poet's choice of modem examples, in place of those 
brought forward by the ancient bard, is happy and 
judicious ; and he has every where availed himself, and 
in a style the most impressive, of the solemnity, the 
pathos, and sublime morality of the Christian code. 

To enter into competition with the tenth satire of 
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Juvenal^ which is^ without douht^ the most perfect 
composition of its author^ was a daring and a hazardous 
attempt. Dry den had led the way, and, though oc- 
casionally successful, has failed to equal the general 
merit of the Latin poem. The imitation of Johnson, 
on the contrary, may he said to vie with the Roman in 
every line, and in some instances to surpass the original ; 
particularly in the sketch of Charles, and in the con- 
clusion of the satire, which, though nohly moral as it 
is in the page of Juvenal, is greatly heightened hy the 
pen of Johnson, and forms one of the finest lessons of 
piety and resignation discoverable in the works of any 
uninspired writer. After reprobating the too frequent 
folly of our wishes and our prayers, it is inquired of 
the poet, whether we shall upon no occasion implore 
the mercy of the skies ? He replies : — 

** Inquirer, cease; petitions yet remain, 
Which Heaven may hear, nor deem religion vain. 
Still raise for good the supplicating voice, 
But leave to Heaven the measure and the choice. 
Safe in his power, whose eyes discern afar 
The secret ambush of a specious prayer ; 
Implore his aid, in his decisions rest. 
Secure whate'er he gives he gives the best. 
Yet when the sense of sacred presence fires. 
And strong devotion to the skies aspires. 
Pour forth thy fervours for a healthful mind. 
Obedient passions, and a will resigned. 
For love, which scarce collective man can Jill ; 
For patience, sovereign o*er transmuted ill ; 
For faith, that, panting for a happier seat. 
Counts death kind nature* s signal of retreat : 
These goods for man the laws of heaven ordain, 
These goods he grants, who grants the power to gain ; 
With these celestial wisdom calms the mind. 
And makes the happiness she does not find." 
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584. "Irene" 

" Irene " can boast of a strict adherence to the 
unities; of harmonious versification;, of diction vigor, 
ous and splendid; of sentiment morally correct and 
philosophically beautiful : but its fable is without in- 
terest^ its characters without discrimination^ and neither 
terror nor pity is excited. If it fail^ however^ as a 
drama^ in delineating the ebullitions of passion^ it will^ 
as a series of ethic dialogues^ replete with strikiog ob- 
servations on human conduct^ and rich in poetic ex- 
pression, be long studied and admired in the closet. No 
one of tiie productions of Johnson^ indeed, was more 
carefully elaborated than his " Irene ; " and, though com- 
menced at an early period of life, no one more evidently 
discovers his exclusive love of moral philosophy, and 
his ample store of nervous and emphatic language. Of 
the numerous passages which illustrate this remark, and 
which, for their moral excellence, should dwell upon the 
memory, I shall adduce two, in conception and in exe- 
cution alike happy. Demetrius, addressing the aged 
Visier Cali on the danger of protracting the blow which 
he intended until the morrow, exclaims, — 

** To-morrow's action ! can that hoary wisdom. 
Borne down with years, still doat upon to-morrow ! 
That fatal mistress of the young, the lazy, 
The coward^ and the fool, condemn'd to lose 
An useless life in waiting for to-morrow, 
To gaxe with longing eyes upon to-morrow. 
Till interposing death destroys the prospect ! 
Strange ! that this gen'ral fraud from day to day 
Should fill the world with wretches undetected. 
The soldier, laboring through a winter's march. 
Still sees to-morrow drest in robes of triumph ; 
Still to the lover's long-expecting arms^ 
To-morrow brings the visionary bride. 
But thou, too old to bear another cheat, 
Learn, that the present hour alone is man's.** 
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Asparia^ reprobating the ambition and meditated 
apostacy of Irene^ endeaYours to reconcile her mind to 
the loss of life^ rather than of virtue and religion^ and 
bids her 

« Reflect that life and death, affecting sounds ! 
Are only varied modes of endless being; 
Reflect that life, like ev*ry other blessing, 
Derires its value from its use akme ; 
Not for itself, but for a nobler end, 
Th' Eternal gave it, and that end is virtue. 
When inconsktent witii a greater good. 
Reason commands to cast the less away ; 
Thus life, with loss of wealth, is well preserved, 
And virtue cheaply saved with loss of life." 

In act the firsts scene the second^ is a passage which 
has been frequently and justly admired ; it is put into 
the mouth of the Visier Cali, who^ execrating the mi- 
series of arbitrary power^ alludes to a report which he 
had received, of the nicely balanced structure of the 
British Constitution: — 

** If there be any land, as fame reports. 
Where common laws restrain the prince and subject, 
A happy land, where circulating power 
Flows through each member ,of th' embodied state ; 
Sure, not unconscious of the mighty blessing, 
Her grateful sons shine bright with eVry virtue ;* 
Untainted with the lust of innovation. 
Sure all unite to hold her league of rule 
Unbrdcen as the sacred chain of nature^ 
That links the jarring elements in peace.** 

" These are British sentiments^" remarks Mr. Mur- 
phy (writing in 1792) : " above forty years ago, they 
found an echo in the breast of applauding audiences ; 
and to this hour they are the voice of the people^ in 
defiance of the metaphysics and the new lights of cer- 
tain politicians^ who would gladly find their private 

VOL. X. o 
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advantage in the disasters of their country ; a race of 
men^ quibus nulla ex honesto apes" 

585. Robert Levett 

The stanzas on the death of this man of great hut 
humhle utility are beyond all praise. The wonderful 
powers of Johnson were never shown to greater advan- 
tage than on this occasion^ where the subject^ from its 
obscurity and mediocrity^ seemed to bid defiance to 
poetical efforts ; it is, in fact^ warm from the hearty and 
is the only poem from the pen of Johnson that has been 
bathed with tears. Would to God, that on every me- 
dical man who attends the poor, the following enco- 
miums could be justly passed ! 

" Well tried through many a varying year, 
See Levett to the grave descend ; 
OflScious, innocent, sincere. 
Of ev'ry friendless name thefriewL 

*< When fainting nature call'd for aid, 

And hov'ring death prepared the blow. 
His vig'rous remedy displayed 
The power of art vnthovi the show, 

" In Misery's darkest cavern knotvnj 
His useful care was ever nigh, 
Where hopeless Anguish poured his groari. 
And lonely Want retired to die," 

How boldly painted, how exquisitely pathetic, as a 
description of tlie sufferings of human life, is this last 
stanza ! I am acquainted with nothing superior to it 
in the productions of the moral muse. 

586. ^^ Medea*' of Euripides. 

To the English poetry of Johnson, may now be 
added a very beautiful translation of some noble lines 
from the ^^ Medea" of Euripides. It has escaped all the 



DRAKE. 83 

editors of his works^ and was very lately introduced to 
the world in a Tolume of considerable merits entitled 
*' Translations from the Greek Anthology^ with Tales 
and Miscellaneous Poems/'( ^ ) A parody^ indeed^ by our 
author upon this passage of the Grecian poet was pub- 
lished by Mrs. Piozzi (2), but it is of little value^ while 
the following version has preserved all the elegance and 
pathos of the original : — 

*' The rites derived from ancient days, 
With thoughtless reverence we praise ; 
The rites that taught us to combine 
The joys of music and of wine ; 
That bade the feast, the song, the bowl, 
O'erfill the saturated soul ; 
But ne'er the lute nor lyre applied, 
To soothe Despair or soften Pride, 
Nor call'd them to the gloomy cells 
Where Madness raves and Vengeance sweUs, 
Where Hate sits musing to betray, 
And Murder meditates his prey. 
To dens of guilt and shades of care, 
Ye sons of melody, repair, 
Nor deign the festive hour to cloy 
With superfluity of joy ; 
The board with varied plenty crown*d 
May spare the luxury of sound." 

587* Rambler and Adventurer. 
As specimens of the style of Johnson^ we shall ad. 
duce three quotations^ taken from the *' Rambler" and 
'^ Adventurer;" the first on a didactic, the second on a 
moral, and the third on a religious subject ; passages^ 
which will place in a very striking light the prominent 
peculiarities and excellencies of the most splendid and 
powerful moralist of which this country can boast. Ani- 

(1) [By Bland and Merivale, 8vo. 1806.] 

(2) [See ante, VoL IX. p. 22.] 

o 2 
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madTerting on the necessity of accommodating knowledge 
to the puiposes of life^ the *' RamUer" thus prooeeds : ^^ 

<< To lessen that disdain with which scholars are inclined to 
look on the common business of the world, and the unwilling- 
ness with which they condescend to learn whai is not to be found 
in any system of philosophy, it may be necessary to consider, 
that though admiration is excited by abstruse researches and 
remote discoveries, yet pleasure is not given, nor aURiCtion con- 
ciliated, but by softer accomplishments, and qualities more 
easily communicable to those about us. He that can only con- 
verse upon questions about which only a small part of mankind 
has knowledge sufficient to make them curious, must lose his 
days in unsocial silence, and live in the crowd of life without a 
companion. He that can only be useful in great occasions, may 
die without exerting his abilities, and stand a helpless spectator 
of a thousand vexations which fret away happiness, and which 
nothing is required to remove, but a little dexterity of conduct 
and readiness of expedients. 

« No degree of knowledge attainable by man is able to set him 
above the want of hourly assistance, or to extinguish the desire 
of fond endearments and tender officiousness ; and therefore, no 
one should think it unnecessary to learn those arts by which 
friendship may be gained. Kindness is preserved by a constant 
reciprocation of benefits or interchange of pleasures ; but such 
benefits only can be bestowed as others are capable to receive 
and such .pleasures only imparted as others are qualified to 
enjoy. 

« By this descent from the pinnacles of art no honour will be 
lost; for the condescensions of learning are always overpaid by 
gratitude. An elevated genius employed in little things, ap- 
pears, to use the simile of Longinus, like the sun in his evening 
declination ; he remits his splendour but retains his magnitude, 
and pleases more though he dazzles less." (i) 

The following passage on the iniquity of revenge^ 
and on the meanness of regulating our conduct by tibe 
opinions of men^ is alike eminent for its style and for 

(1) Rambler, No. 137. 
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its sentiments : the purest morality is here clothed in 
diction powerfully impressive : — 

« A wise man will make haste to forgive, because he knows 
the true value of time, and will not su£fer it to pass away in un* 
necessary pain. He that willingly suffers the corrosions of in- 
veterate hatred* and gives up his days and nights to the gloom 
of malice and perturbations of stratagem, cannot surely be said 
to consult his ease. Resentment is an union of sorrow with 
malignity; a combination of a passion which all endeavour to 
avoid, with a passion which all concur to detest. The man who 
retires to meditate mischief, and to exasperate his own rage ; 
whose thoughts are employed only on means of distress and 
contrivances of ruin; whose mind never pauses from the re- 
membrance of his own sufferings, but to indulge some hope of 
enjoying the calamities of another, may justly be numbered 
among the most miserable of human beings, among those who 
are guilty without reward, who have neither the gladness of 
prosperity nor the calm of innocence. 

<< Whoever considers the weakness both of himself and others 
will not long want persuasives to forgiveness. We know not 
to what degree of malignity any injury is to be imputed ; or 
how much its guilt, if we were to inspect the mind of him that 
committed it, would be extenuated by mistake^ precipitance, or 
negligence ; we cannot be certain how much more we feel than 
was intended to be inflicted, or how much we increase the mis- 
chief to ourselves by voluntary aggravations. We may charge 
to design the effects of accident ; we may think the blow violent 
only because we have made ourselves delicate and tender; we 
are on every side in danger of error and of guilt, which we are 
certain to avoid only by speedy forgiveness. 

** From this pacific and harmless temper, thus propitious to 
others and ourselves, to domestic tranquilUty and to social hap- 
piness, no man is withheld but by pride^ by the fear of being 
insulted by his adversary, or despised by the world. 

*' It may be laid down as an unfailing and universal axiom, 
that < all pride is abject and mean.' It is always an ignorant, 
lazy, or cowardly acquiescence in a false appearance of excel- 
lence, and proceeds not from consciousness of our attainments, 
but insensibility of our wants. 

o S 



86 JOHNSONIANA. 

5* Nothing can be great which is not right Nothing which 
reason condemns can be suitable to the dignity of the human 
mind. To be driven by external motives from the path which 
our own heart approves, to give way to any thing but conviction, 
to suffer the opinion of others to rule our choice or overpower 
our resolves, is to submit tamely to the lowest and most igno- 
minious slavery, and to resign the right of directing our own 
lives. 

" The utmost excellence at which humanity can arrive, is a 
constant and determinate pursuit of virtue without regard to 
present dangers or advantage ; a continual reference of every 
action to the divine vaU ; an habitual appeal to everlasting jus- 
tice ; and an unvaried elevation of the intellectual eye to the 
reward which perseverance only can obtain. But that pride 
which many, who presume to boast of generous sentiments, 
allow to regulate their measures, has nothing nobler in view 
than the approbation of men ; of beings whose superiority we are 
under no obligation to acknowledge, and who, when we have 
courted them with the utmost assiduity, can confer no valuable 
or permanent reward ; of beings who ignorantly judge of what 
they do not understand, or partially determine what they never 
have examined ; and whose sentence is therefore of no weight, 
till it has received the ratification of our own conscience. 

" He that can descend to bribe suffrages like these at the price 
of his innocence ; he that can sufi^er the delight of such accla- 
mations to withhold his attention from the commands of the 
universal Sovereign, has little reason to congratulate himself 
upon the greatness of his mind ; whenever he awakes to serious- 
ness and reflection, he must become despicable in his own eyes, 
and shrink with shame from the remembrance of his cowardice 
and folly. 

" Of him that hopes to be forgiven, it is indispensably re- 
quired that he forgive. It is therefore superfluous to urge any 
other motive. On this great duty eternity is suspended ; and 
to him that refuses to practise it the throne of mercy is inac- 
cessible, and the Saviour of the world has been bom in 
vain." (1) 



(1) Rambler, No. 185. 
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Admirably^ however^ as these noble precepts are ex- 
pressed^ the specimen that we have next to quote will^ 
it is probable^ be deemed still superior both in diction 
and imagery. The dose is^ indeed, one of the most 
exquisite and sublime passages in the works of its elo- 
quent author. Speaking of those who retire from the 
world that ^^ they may employ more time in the duties, 
of religion ; that they may regulate their actions with 
stricter vigilance^ and purify their thoughts by more 
frequent meditation/' he adds^ — 

** To men thus elevated above the mists of mortality, I am 
far from presuming myi^elf qualified to give directions. On 
him that appears <to pass through things temporal,* with no 
other care than < not to lose finally the things eternal,' I look 
with such veneration as inclines me to approve his conduct in 
the whole, without a minute examination of its parts; yet I 
could never forbear to wish, that while Vice is every day mul- 
tiplying seducements, and stalking forth with more hardened 
efiVontery, Virtue would not withdraw the influence of her pre- 
sence, or forbear to assert her natural dignity by open and un- 
daunted perseverance in the right. Piety practised in solitudCf 
Wee the Jlower that blooms in the deserty may give its fragrance to 
the winds of heaven, and delight those unbodied spirits that survey 
the works of God and the actions of men ; bui it bestows no assist' 
ance upon earthly beings, and however free from taints of impurity, 
yet wants the sacred splendour of beneficence, ( 1 ) 

The publication of the ^' Rambler" produced a very 
rapid revolution in the tone of English composition : 
an elevation and dignity, an harmony and energy^ a 
precision and force of style, previously unknown in the 
history of our literature, speedily became objects of 
daily emulation ; and the school of Johnson increased 
with such celerity, that it soon embraced the greater 
part of the rising literary characters of the day, and 

(1) Adventurer, No. 126. 
G 4 
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was consequently founded on such a basis as will not 
easily be shaken by succeeding modes. 

588. Johnscn sketched by Himself. 

The character of Sober in the '* Idler/' No. 81.^ was 
intended by the author as a delineation of himself. 
Johnson was constitutionally idle^ nor was he roused to 
any great effort^ but by the imperious caU of necessity : 
his exertions^ indeed^ when sufficiently stimulated^ were 
gigantic^ but they were infrequent and uncertain. He 
was destined to complain of the miseries of idleness^ 
and to mitigate his remorse by repeated but too often 
ineffectual resolutions of industry. The portrait which 
he has drawn is faithful and divested of flattery — ^ a 
result not common in autobiography :— 

« Sober is a man of strong desires and quick imagination, 
so exactly balanced by the love of ease, that they can seldom 
stimulate him to any difficult undertaking; they have, however, 
so much power, that they will not suffer him to lie quite at rest, 
and though they do not make him sufficiently useful to others, 
they make him at least weary of himself. 

'* Mr. Sober*s chief pleasure is conversation ; there is no end 
of his talk or his attention ; to speak or to hear is equally pleasr* 
ing ; for he still fancies that he is teaching or learning some- 
thing, and is free for the time from his own reproaches. 

« But there is one time at night when he must go home, that 
his friends may sleep ; and another time in the morning, when 
all the world agrees to shut out interruption. These are the 
moments of which poor Sober trembles at the thought. But 
the misery of these tiresome intervals, he has many means of 
alleviating. He has persuaded himself that the manual arts are 
undeservedly overlooked; he has observed in many trades the 
effects of close thought, and just ratiocination. From specula-, 
tion he proceeded to practice, and supplied himself with the 
tools of a carpenter, with which he mended his cool-box very 
successfully, and which he still continues to employ as he finds 
occasion. 

" He has attempted at other times the crafts of the shoemaker, 
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tinman, plumber, and potter ; in all these arts he has failed, and 
resolves to qualify himself for them by better information. But 
his daily amusement is chemistry. He has a small furnace, 
which he employs in distillation, and which has long been the 
solace of his life. He draws oils, and waters, and essences, and 
spirits, which he knows to be of no use ; sits and counts the 
drops as they come from his retort; and forgets that whilst a 
drop is falling, a moment flies away. 

'< Poor Sober ! I have often teazed him with reproof, and he 
has often promised reformation ; for no man is so much open 
to conviction as the idler, but there is none on whom it operates 
so little. What will be the effect of this paper I know not; 
perhaps he will read it, and laugh, and light the fire in his 
furnace ; but my hope is, that he will quit his trifles, and betake 
himself to rational and useful diligence." 

589. Horror of Deaths 

One of the best written and most impressive of the 
essays of the '* Rambler" is No. 78., on the Power of 
Novelty^ in which he appears to have exerted the full 
force of his genius. It is in this paper that the horror 
of Death, which embittered so many of the hours of 
Johnson^ is depicted in more vivid colours^ than in any 
other part of his periodical writings : — 

'< Surely,** he remarks, << nothing can so much disturb the 
passions or perplex the intellects of man, as the disruption of 
his union with visible nature ; a separation from all that has 
hitherto delighted or engaged him ; a change not only of the 
place, but the manner, of his being ; an entrance into a state 
not simply which he knows not, but which perhaps he has not 
faculties to know ; an immediate and perceptible communication 
with the Supreme Being, and, what is above all distressful and 
alarming, the final sentence, and unalterable allotment :** — 

a passage which^ in its sentiment and tendency^ strongly 
reminds us of liie admirable description of Claudio in 
the '' Measure for Measure " of ShaJcspeare : — 
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** Ay, but to die, and go we know not where ; 
To lie in cold obstruction, and to rot ; 
This sensible warm motion to become 
A kneaded clod ; and the delighted spirit 
To bathe in fiery floods, or to reside 
In thrilling regions of thick-ribbed ice; 
To be imprison'd in the viewless winds, 
And blown with restless violence round about 
The pendent world ; or to be worse than worst 
Of those, that lawless and incertain thoughts 
Imagine howling ! — *tis too horrible ! 
The weariest and most loathed worldly life. 
That age, ache, penury, and imprisonment 
Can lay on nature, is a paradise 
To what we fear of death.'* 

Our author seems likewise to have remembered a 
couplet in the ^^ Aureng-Zebe" of Dryden : — 

" Death in itself is nothing ; but we fear 
To be we know not what, we know not where." 

It is in this paper^ also^ that one of the few pathetic 
paragraphs which are scattered through the pages of 
Johnson may be found. Whether considered with re- 
gard to its diction or its tender appeal to the hearty it is 
alike exquisite : — 

<* It is not possible," observes the moralist, ** to be regarded 
with tenderness except by a few. That merit which gives great- 
ness and renown diffuses its influence to a wide compass, but 
acts weakly on every single breast ; it is placed at a distance 
from common spectators, and shines like one of the remote 
stars, of which the light reaches us, but not the heat. The wit, 
the hero, the philosopher, whom their tempers or their fortunes 
have hindered from intimate relations, die, without any other 
effect than that of adding a new topic to the conversation of the 
day. They impress none with any fresh conviction of the fra- 
gility of our nature, because none had any particular interest in 
their lives, or was united to them by a reciprocation of benefits 
and endearments. Thus it often happens, that those who in 
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their lives were applauded and admired, are laid at last in the 
ground without the common honour of a stone ; because by 
those excellencies with which many were delighted, none had 
been obliged, and though they had many to celebrate^ they had 
none to love them." 

590. Anningait and Ajut, 

Never was the passion of love^ or the assiduities of 
affection^ placed in a more entertaining or pleasing lights 
than in the Greenland story of Anningait and Ajut Q) ; 
which^ owing to its wild and savage imagery^ and the 
felicity with which it is adapted to the circumstances of 
the narrative^ possesses the attractions of no ordinary 
share of originality. Mr. Camphell^ in his truly suh- 
lime poem on the Pleasures of Hope^ has thus heautifully 
alluded to this story : — 

<< Oh ! vainly wise, the moral Muse hath sung 
That 'suasive Hope hath but a syren tongue ! 
True ; she may sport with life's untutor'd day, 
Nor heed the solace of its last decay. 
The guileless heart, her happy mansion spurn. 
And part like Ajut — never to return." 

. 591* Rasselas. 
Many of the topics which are eagerly discussed in 
the History of Rasselas are known to have greatly 
interested^ and even agitated^ the mind of Johnson. Of 
these the most remarkahle are^ on the Efficacy of 
Pilgrimage^ on the State of Departed Souls^ on the 
Prohahility of the Reappearance of the Dead^ and on 
the Danger of Insanity. The apprehension of mental 
derangement seems to have haunted the mind of John- 
son during the greater part of his life; and he has 
therefore very emphatically declared, that ^' of the un- 
certainties in our present state^ the most dreadful and 

(1) Rambler, Nos. 186, 187. 
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alanning is the uncertain continuance of reason." (^) 
It is highly prohable^ that his fears and feelings on this 
head gave rise to the character of the Mad Astronomer 
in Rasselas^ who declared to Imlac^ that he had 
possessed for five years the regulation of the weather^ 
and the distribution of the seasons ; that the sun had 
listened to his dictates^ and passed from tropic to tropic 
by his direction ; that the douds at his call had poured 
their waters^ and the Nile had overflowed at his com. 
mand. This tremendous visitation he has ascribed 
principally to the indulgence of imagination in the 
shades of solitude : — 

" Disorders of intellect,** he remarks, « happen much more 
often than superficial observers will easily believe. Perhapsi 
if we speak with rigorous exactness, no human mind is in its 
right state. There is no man whose imagination does not some- 
times predominate over his reason, who can regulate his at- 
tention wholly by his will, and whose ideas will come and go at 
his command. No man will be found in whose mind airy 
notions do not sometimes tyrannise, and force him to hope or 
fear beyond the limits of sober probability. All power of fancy 
over reason is a degree of insanity ; but while this power is such 
as we can control and repress, it is not visible to others, nor 
considered as any depravation of the mental faculties : it is not 
pronounced madness but when it becomes ungovernable, and 
apparently influences speech or action. 

" To indulge the power of fiction, and send imagination out 
upon the wing, is often the sport of those who delight too much 
in silent speculation. When we are alone we are not always 
busy; the labour of excogitation is too violent to last long; the 
ardour of inquiry will sometimes give way to idlraess or satiety. 
He who has nothing external that can divert him, must find 
pleasure in his own thoughts, and must conceive himself what he 
is not ; for who is pleased with what he is? He then expatiates 
in boundless futurity, and culls from all imaginable conditions 
that which for the jH-esent moment he should most desire, 



(I) Rasselas, chap. 42. 
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ftnnues his desires with imposBible enjoyments, and confers 
upon his pride imattalBsble dominion. The mind dances from 
scene to scene, unites all pleasures in all combinations, and 
riots in delights which nature and fortune, with all their bounty, 
cannot bestow. 

*' In time^ some particular train of ideas fixes the attention ; 
all other intellectual gratifications are rejected; the mind, in 
weariness or leisure, recurs constantly to the favourite con- 
ception, and feasts on the luscious falsehood, whenever she is 
ofl^ded with the bitterness of truth. By degrees the reign of 
fancy is confirmed ; she grows first imperious, and in time de- 
spotic Then fictions begin to operate as realities, fiilse opinions 
£uten upon the mind, and life passes in dreams of rapture or 
of anguidu 

** This, Sir, is one of the dangers of solitude. ** (l ) 

In the paragraphs which we have just quoted^ there 
is much reason to suppose^ that Johnson was describing 
what he had himself repeatedly experienced; and to 
this circumstance Sir John Hawkins has attributed his 
uncommon attachment to society. 

592. Prrfate to Shdkspearth 

This Preface is perhaps the most eloquent and acute 
piece of dramatic criticism of which our language can 
boast. The characteristic excellencies of Shakspeare^ 
his beauties and defects^ are delineated with powers of 
discrimination not easily paralleled; and though the 
panegyric on his genius be high and uncommonly 
splendid^ his faults are laid open with an impartial and 
unsparing hand. To the prose encomia of Dryden and 
Addison on our unrivalled bard may be added^ as 
worthy of juxtaposition^ the following admirable para- 
graph ; the conclusion of which is alike excellent for its 
imagery and sublimity : -— 

(1) Rasselas, chap. 43. 
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" As the personages of Shakspeare act upon principles arising 
from genuine passion, very little modified by particular forms, 
their pleasures and vexations are communicable to all times and 
to all places; they are natural, and therefore durable ; the ad- 
ventitious peculiarities of personal habits are only superficial 
dyes, bright and pleasing for a little while, yet soon fading to a 
dim tinct, without any remains of former lustre ; and the dis- 
crimination of true passion are the colours of nature ; they per- 
vade the whole mass, and can only perish with the body that 
exhibits them. The accidental compositions of heterogeneous 
modes are dissolved by the chance that combined them ; but the 
uniform simplicity of primitive qualities neither admits increase 
nor suffers decay. The sand heaped by one flood is scattered 
by another, but the rock always continues in its place. The 
stream of time, which is conHnueUli/ washing the dissolxMe fabrics 
of other poets, passes without injury by the adamant of Shak' 
speare" 

59s. '' Lives of the Poets." 

The effect of the critical biography of Johnson on the 
literary worlds and on the public at large^ has been very 
considerable^ and^ in many respects^ beneficial. It has 
excited a laudable attention to preserve the memory of 
those^ who have, by intellectual exertions^ contributed 
to our instruction and amusement ; whereas^ previous 
to the appearance of our author's ^^ Lives," biography, 
with few exceptions, had been confined to military and 
political characters : it has given rise, also, to much dis- 
cussion and research into the merits and defects of our 
national poets ; and the edition to which it was an- 
nexed, has led the way to several subsequent collections 
on an improved and more extended scale. 

59^. Johnsons '' Letters." 

The Letters of Johnson place him before us stripped 
of all disguise ; they teach us to love as well as to admire 
the man, and are fi^quently written with a pathos and 
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an ardour of affection, which impress us with a much 
more amiable idea of the writer^ than can be drawn 
from any portion of his more elaborated works. 

595, Johnsons Sermons, 

The Sermons of Johnson^ twenty-five in number^ 
were part of the stock which his friend Dr. Taylor car- 
ried with him to the pulpit. As compositions^ they 
are little inferior to any of his best works ; and they 
inculcate^ without enthusiasm or dogmatism^ the purest 
precepts and doctrines of religion and morality. 

596, '^ Prayers and Meditations," 

It is in the Prayers and Meditations of Johnson 
that we become acquainted with the inward heart of the 
man. He had left them for publication^ under the idea 
that they were calculated to do good; and depraved^ 
indeed^ must be that individual who rises unbenefited 
from their perusal. The contrast between the language 
of this little volume^ and the style of the Rambler^ 
is striking in the extreme^ and a strong proof of the 
judgment^ the humility^ and the piety of the author. 
With a deep sense of human frailty and individual 
error^ he addresses the throne of mercy in a strain re- 
markable for its simplicity and plainness ; but which^ 
though totally stripped of the decorations of art^ pos- 
sesses a native dignity^ approaching to that which we 
receive from our most excellent liturgy. 
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Part XXXII. 

ANECDOTES, OPINIONS, AND REMARKS, 
BY VARIOUS PERSONS. 



597* Otbome knocked down with a Folio, Q) 
Tom Osbornb, the bookseller, was one of '^ that mer- 
cantile ragged race to which the delicacy of the poet is 
sometimes exposed " (^) ; as the following anecdote 
will more fuUy evince. Mr. Johnson being engaged by 
him to translate a work of some consequence, he thought 
it a respect which he owed his own talents, as well as 
the credit of his employer, to be as circumspect in the 
performance of it as possible. In consequence of which, 
the work went on, according to Osborne's ideas, rather 
slowly : in consequence, he frequently spoke to Johnson 
of this circumstance ; and, being a man of a coarse mind, 
sometimes by his expressions made him feel the situation 
of dependence. Johnson, however, seemed to take no 
notice of him, but went on according to the plan which 
he had prescribed to himself. Osborne, irritated by what 
he thought an unnecessary delay, went one day into the 
room where Johnson was sitting, and abused him in the 
most illiberal manner : amongst other things, he told 
Johnson, '^ he had been much mistaken in his man ; 
that he was recommended to him as a good scholar, and 

(1) [Nos. 59(S — 607. are from the '< Life of Samuel Johnson, 
LL.D." 8vo., published by G. Kearsley, in 1785. For Bos- 
well's favourable notice of this little work see ant^, VoL VIII. 
p. 44.] 

(2) Johnson's Life of Dryden. 
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a ready hand : but be doubted both ; for that Tom 
8uch-a-one would have turned out the work much 
sooner ; and that being the case, the probability was, 
that by this here time the first edition would have 
moved off." Johnson heard him for some time un- 
moved ; but, at last, losing all patience, he seized a 
huge folio, which he was at that time consulting, and, 
aiming a blow at the bookseller's head, succeeded so 
forcibly, as to send him sprawling to the floor. Osborne 
alarmed the family with his cries ; but Johnson, clap- 
ping his foot on his breast, would not let him stir till 
he had exposed him in that situation ; and then left 
him, with this triumphant expression : '^ Lie there, 
thou son of dulness, ignorance, and obscurity !" (^) 

598. Savage* 

Johnson was not unacquainted with Savage's frail- 
ties ; but, as he, a short time before his death, said to a 
friend, on this subject, ** he knew his heart, and that 
was never intentionally abandoned ; for, though he ge- 
nerally mistook the love for the practice of virtue, he 
was at all times a true and sincere believer." 

599* Ttotter'e Portrait of Johnson* 
The head at the front of this book is esteemed a good 
likeness of Johnson ; indeed, so much so, that when 
the Doctor saw the drawing, he exclaimed, " Well, 
thou art an ugly fellow ; but still, I believe thou art 
like the origintd." The Doctor sat for this picture to 
Mr. Trotter, in February, 1782, at the request of Mr. 
Kearsley, who had just furnished him with a list of all 

(1) p* The identical book with which Johnson knocked 
down Osborne (Biblia Gneca Septuaanta, fo\, 1594. Frank- 
fort ; the note written by the Rev,— ^ Mills) I saw in February, 
181 sC at Cambridge, in the possession of J. Thorpe, book:;eIIer ; 
whose catali^^e, since publishedi contains particulars authen- 
ticating thin assertion." -~ iVtc/io^ .* LU^ Anec, viii. p. 446.] 

VOL. X. H 
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his works ; for he confessed he had forgot more than 
half what he had written. His face^ however^ was ca- 
pable of great expression^ both in respect to intelligence 
and mildness ; as all those can witness who have seen 
him in the flow of conversation^ or under the influence 
of grateful feelings. 

600. HawkeswortKs " Ode on Life,"' 

Sometime previous to Hawkesworth's publication of 
his beautiful " Ode on Life," he carried it down with 
him to a friend's house in the country to retouch. 
Johnson was of this party ; and, as Hawkesworth and 
the Doctor lived upon the most intimate terms, the 
former read it to him for his opinion. '^ Why, Sir," 
says Johnson, ^' I can't well determine on a first hear, 
ing ; read it again, second thoughts are best." Hawkes- 
worth did so ; after which Johnson read it himself, and 
approved of it very highly. Next morning at break- 
fast, the subject of the poem being renewed, Johnson, 
after again expressing his approbation of it, said he had 
but one objection to make to it, which was, that he 
doubted its originality. Hawkesworth, alarmed at this, 
challenged him to the proof, when the Doctor repeated 
the whole of the poem, with only the omission of a few 
lines. ^^ What do you say to that. Hawkey ?'* said the 
Doctor. '' Only this," replied the other, '' that I shall 
never repeat any thing I write before you again'; for 
you have a memory that would convict any author of 
plagiarism in any court of literature in the world." I 
have now the poem before me, and I find it contains no 
less than sixty-eight lines. 

601. Projected Dictionary of Commerce. 

Soon after the publication of the English Dictionary, 

Johnson made a proposal to a number of booksellers, 

convened for that purpose, of writing a Dictionary of 

Trade and Commerce* This proposal went round the 
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room without any answer^ when a well-known son of 
the trade^ remarkable for the abruptness of his manners^ 
replied^ " Why, Doctor, what the devil do you know 
of trade and commerce ? " The Doctor very modestly 
answered, '^ WTiy, Sir, not much, I must confess, in 
the practical line ; but I believe I could glean, from 
different authors of authority on the subject, such ma- 
terials as would answer the purpose very well." 

602. Johnson* 8 powerful Memory. 
It is not the readiness with which Johnson applied 
to different authors, that proves so much .the greatness of 
his memory, as the extent to which he could carry his 
recollection upon occasions. I remember one day, in a 
conversation upoi^ the miseries of old age, a gentleman 
in company observed, he always thought Juvenal's de- 
scription of them to be rather too highly coloured. 
Upon which the Doctor replied, '' No, Sir, I believe 
not ; they may not all belong to an individual, but they 
are collectively true of old age." Then rolling about 
his head, as if snuffing up his recollection, he suddenly 
broke out — . 

" Ille humero, hie lumbis," &c. 

down to 

*' Et nigra veste senescant." 

603. Emigration from Scotland, 

The emigration of the Scotch to London being a 
conversation between the Doctor and Foote, the latter 
said he believed the number of Scotch in London were 
as great in the former as tiie present reign. ^^No, 
Sir!" said the Doctor, ^'you are certainly wrong in 
your belief: but I see how you're deceived; you can't 
distinguish tiiem now as formerly, for the fellows all 
come here breeched of late years." 

H 2 
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604. Mr. Thrale. 

" Pray, Doctor," said a gentleman to hire, '' is Mr. 
Thrale a man of. conversation, or is he only wise and, 
silent ? " '^ Why, Sir, his conversation does not show 
the minute , hand ; hut he strikes the hour very cor- 
reedy." 

605. Scotch Gooseberries, 

On Johnson's return from Scotland, a particular 
friend of his was saying, that now he had had a view 
of the country, he was in hopes it would cure him of 
many prejudices against that nation, particularly in re- 
spect to the fruits. " Why, yes, Sir," said the Doctor ; 
" I have found out that gooseberries will grow there 
against a south wall ; but the skins are so tough, that 
it is death to the man who swallows one of them." 

606. Hunting, 

Being asked his opinion of hunting, he said, '' It was 
the labour of the savages of North America, but the 
amusement of the gentlemen of England." 

607. Mrs, Thrale s Marriage with Pioxzi. 

When Johnson was told of Mrs. Thrale's marriage 
with Piozzi, the Italian singer, he was dumb with sur. 
prise for some moments ; at last, recovering himself, he 
exclaimed with great emotion, *'Varium et mutabile 
semper foemina!" 



6O8. Johnson^ s Dying Advice, 

Johnson was, in every sense of the word, a true and 
sincere believer of the Christian religion. Nor did he 
content himself with a silent belief of those great mys- 
teries by whichour salvation is principally effected, but by 
a pious and punctual discbarge of all its duties and cere. 
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monies. His last advice to his friends was upon this sub- 
ject, and^ like a second Socrates^ though under sentence 
of death from his infirmities, their eternal welfare was 
his principal theme. To some he enjoined it with tears 
in his eyes, reminding them, " it was the dying request 
of a friend, who had no other way of paying the large 
obligations he owed them but by this advice." Others 
he pressed with arguments, setting before them, from 
the example of all religions, that sacrifices for sins were 
practised in all ages, and hence enforcing the belief of 
the Son of God sacrificing himself '' to be a propitiation, 
not only for oar sins, but also for the sins of the whole 
world." 

609* Johnson* 8 Colloquial Eloqtience. (^) 

Johnson spoke as he wrote. He would take up a 
topic, and utter upon it a number of the " Rambler." 
On a question, one day, at Miss Porter's, concerning the 
authority of a newspaper for sotne fact, he related, that 
a lady of his acquaintance implicitly believed every 
thing she read in the papers ; and that, by way of 
curing her credulity, he fabricated a story of a battle 
between the Russians and Turks, then at war; and 
^' that it might," he said, '* bear internal evidence of 
its futility, I laid the scene in an island at the conflux 
of the Boristhenes and the Danube ; rivers which run 
at the distance of a hundred leagues from each other. 
The lady, however, beheved the story, and never for- 
gave the deception; the consequence of which was, 
that I lost an agreeable companion, and she was de- 
prived of an innocent aAiusement." And he added, as 
an extraordinary circumstance, that the Russian am- 
bassador sent in great haste to the printer to know from 

(1) [Communicated to Dr. Robert Anderson by Sir Brooke 
Boothbv ; who frequently enjoyed the company of Johnson at 
Lichfield and Ashbourne.] 
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whence he had received the intelligence. Another time^ 
at Dr. Taylor's^ a few days after the death of the wife 
of the Rev. Mr^ Kennedy^ of Bradley^ a woman of ex- 
traordinary sense^ he descrihed the eccentricities of the 
man and the woman^ with a nicety of discrimination^ 
and a force of language^ equal to the hest of his 
periodical essays. 

610. Aasertionand Argument, (}) 

In Boswell's-Life of Johnson (2) mention is made of 
an observation of his respecting the manner in which 
argument ought to be rated. As Mr. Boswell has not 
recorded this with his usual precision^ and as I was 
present at Mr. Hoole's at the time mentioned by Mr. 
Boswell^ I shall here insert what passed^ of which 
I have a perfect recollection. Mention having been 
made that counsel were to be heard at the bar of the 
House of Commons^ one of the company at Mr. Hoole's 
asked Sir James Johnston if he intended to be present. 
He answered^ that he beUeved he should not^ because 
he paid little regard to the arguments of counsel at the 
bar of the House of Commons. "Wherefore do you pay 
Httle regard to their arguments, Sir ? " said Dr. John- 
son. '' Because/* replied Sir James^ " they argue for 
their fee." " What is it to you, Sir," rejoined Dr. 
Johnson, '^ what they argue for ? you have nothing to 
do with their motive, but you ought to weigh their 
argument. Sir, you seem to confound argument with 
assertion, but there is an essential distinction between 
them. Assertion is like an arrow shot from a long 
bow ; the force with which it strikes depends on the 
strength of the arm that draws it. But argument is 
like an arrow from a cross-bow, which has equal force 
whether shot by a boy or a giant." 

(1) [From Dr. John Moore*s Life of Smollett] 

(2) [Seeanf^, Vol. VIII. p. 281.] 
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The whole company was struck with the aptness and 
heauty of this illustration ; and one of them said^ '^ That 
is^ indeed^ one of the most just and admirable illustra- 
tions, that I ever heard in my life." *' Sir," said Dr. 
Johnson, ^^ the illustration is none of mine — you will 
find it in Bacon." 

611. Uttoxeter, — Expiatory Penance. ( ^ ) 

During the last visit which the Doctor made to 
Lichfield, the friends with whom he was staying missed 
him one morning at the breakfast- table. - On inquiring 
after him of the servants, they understood he had set 
off from Lichfield at a very early hour, without men- 
tioning to any of the family whither he was going. 
The day passed without the return of the illustrious 
guest, and the party began to be very uneasy on his 
account, when, just before the supper-hour, the door 
opened, and the Doctor stalked into the room^ A 
solemn silence of a few minutes ensued, nobody daring 
to inquire the cause of his absence, which was at length 
reUeved by t/ohnson addressing the lady of the house in 
the following manner : " Madam, I beg your pardon 
for the abruptness of my departure from your house 
this morning, but I was constrained to it by my con« 
science. Fifty years ago. Madam, on this day, I com- 
mitted a breach of filial piety, which has ever since lain 
heavy on my mind, and has not till this day been 
expiated. My father, you recollect, was a bookseller, 
and had long been in die habit of attending Uttoxeter 
market, and opening a stall for the sale of his books 
during that day. Confined to his bed by indisposition, 
he requested me, this time fifty years ago, to visit the 
market, and attend the stall in his place. But, Madam, 

(1) [From "Warner's «* Tour through the Northern Counties 
of £nffland," published in 1802. See ant^ Vol. Vlll. 
P.378.J 
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my pride prevented me from doing my duty, and I 
gave my father a refusal. To do away the sin of this 
disohedience, I this day went in a postchaise to Ut- 
toxeter^ and going into the market at the time of high 
business^ uncovered my head, and stood with it bare an 
hour before the stall which my father had formerly 
used) exposed to the sneers of tiie standers-by and the 
inclemency of the weather ; a penance by which I trust 
I have propitiated heaven for this only instance^ I 
believe, of contumacy toward my father." 

612. NoUekenss Bust qf Johnson. (^) 

When Dr. Johnson sat to Mr. NoUekens^for his 
bust, he was very much displeased at the manner in 
which the head had been loaded with hair ; which the 
sculptor insisted upon, as it made him look more like 
an ancient poet. The sittings were not very favour- 
able, which rather vexed the artist, who, upon ofpening 
the street door, a vulgarity he was addicted to, peevishly 
whined, " Now, Doctor, you did say you would give 
my bust half an hour before dinner, and t&e dinner has 
b€«n waiting this long time." To which the Doctor's 
reply was, '^ Bow, wow, wow." The bust is a wonder- 
fully fine one, and very like ; but certainly the sort of 
hair is objectionable ; having been modelled from the 
flowing locks of a sturdy Irish beggar, originally a 
street pavier, who, after he had sat an hour, refused to 
take a shilling ; stating, that he could have made more 
by begging. 

613. Johnson and Mrs, Thrale in Nollehens's Studio, 

Mrs. Thrale one morning entered NoUekens's studio, 
accompanied by Dr. Johnson, to see the bust of Lord 

(1) [This and the two following are from « Nollekens and 
his. Times, by John Thomas Smith, Keeper of the Prints and 
Drawings in the British Museum." fivo. 1828.] 
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Mansfield, when the sculptor Tociferated, '^ I like your 
picture by Sir Joshua very much. He tells me it 's for 
Thrale, a brewer over the water: his wife's a sharp 
woman^ one of the blue-stocking people.'* " Nolly, 
Nolly/' observed the Doctor, '' I wish your maid would 
stop your foolish mouth with a blue-bag." At which 
Mrs. Thrale smUed, and whispered to the Doctor, 
'' My dear Sir, you '11 get nothing by blunting your 
arrows upon a block." 



6 1 4. Johnson* s Silver Tea-pot. 

I was one rooming agreeably surprised by a letter which 
Mrs. Maria Cosway put into my hand, written by W, 
Hoper, Esq., giving me permission to make a drawing 
of Dr. Johnson's silver tea-pot in his possession. Upon 
the side of this tea-pot the following inscription is en- 
graven ; ^' We are told by Lucian, that the earthen 
lamp, which had administered to the lucubrations of 
Epictetus, was at his death purchased for the enormous 
sum of three thousand drachmas : why, then, may not 
imagination equally amplify^the value of this unadorned 
vessel, long employed for the infusion of that favourite 
herb, whose enlivening virtues are said to have so often 
protracted the elegant and edifying lucubrations of 
Samuel Johnson ; the zealous advocate of that innocent 
beverage, against its declared enemy, Jonas Hanway } 
It was weighed out for sale, under the inspection of 
Sir John Hawkins, at the very minute when they 
were in the next room closing the incision through which 
Mr. Cruickshank had explored the ruined machinery of 
its dead master's thorax. So Bray (the silversmith, 
conveyed there in Sir John's carriage, thus hastily to 
buy the plate,) informed its present possessor, Henry 
Constantine Nowell ; by whom it was, for its celebrated 
services, on the 1st of November, 1788, rescued from 
the indiscriminating obliterations of the furnace." 
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615. Johnson's Watch, and Pun^ck-bowL 

The ensuing is an answer to one of my interrogatory 
epistles. It is from my friend, the Rev. Hugh Pailye, 
canon of Lichfield : — '^ I certainly am in possession 
of Dr. Johnson's watch, which I purchased from his 
hlack servant, Francis Barher. His punch-howl is like- 
wise in my possession, and was purchased hy the Rev. 
Thomas Harwood, the historian of Lichfield. It was 
bought at Mrs. Harwood's sale, by John Barker Scott, 
Esq., who afterwards presented it to me." 

616. Dialogue at DUlys, between Mrs. Knawles and 

Dr. Johnson. {^) 

Mrs. K. Thy friend, Jenny Harry, desires her kind 
respects to thee. Doctor. 

Dr. J. To me ! Tell me not of her ! I hate the 
odious wench for her apostacy : and it is you, Madam, 
who have seduced her from the Christian religion. 

Mrs. K. This is a heavy charge, indeed. I must 
beg leave to be heard in my own defence : and I entreat 
the attention of the present learned and candid coilipany, 
desiring they will judge how far I am able to clear 
myself of so cruel an accusation. 

Dr. J. {much disturbed at this unexpected challenge) 
said. You are a woman, and I give you quarter. 

Mrs. K. I will not take quarter. There is no sex 
in souls ; and, in the present cause, I fear not even Dr. 
Johnson himself. — (*^ Bravo ! " was repeated by the 
company y and silence ensued.) 

(1) [See ante, Vol. VII. p. 142. and 144. ; and d. 15. of this 
volume. " The narrative of Boswell," says Mr. Nichols (Lit 
IBust,, vol. iv. p. 831.), not proving satisfactorv to MoUy 
Knowles (as she was familiarly styled), she gave the Dialogue 
between herself and the sturdy moralist, in her own manner, 
in the Gent. Mag. vol. Ixi. p. 500.*' In 1805, Mrs. Know]es 
had it reprinted in a small pamphlet. She died in 1807, at the 
age of eighty.] 
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Dr. J. Well then^ Madam^ I persist in my charge^ 
that you have seduced Miss Harry from the Christian 
religion. 

Mrs. K. If thou really knewest what were the prin- 
ciples of the Friends^ thou wouldst not say she had 
departed from Christianity. But^ waving that discus- 
sion for the present^ I will take the Uberty to ohserve^ 
that she had an undoubted right to examine and to 
change her educational tenets, whenever she supposed 
she had found them erroneous : as an accountable crea- 
ture^ it was her duty so to do. 

Dr. J. Pshaw ! pshaw ! — An accountable creature ! 
— Girls accountable creatures ! It was her duty to re- 
main with the church wherein she was educated ; she 
had no business to leave it. 

Mrs. K. What ! not for that which she apprehended 
to be better? According to this rule^ Doctor^ hadst 
thou been bom in Turkey^ it had been thy duty to have 
remained a Mahometan, notwithstanding Christian avt- 
cfence might have wrought in thy mind the clearest 
conviction ! and, if so, then let me ask, how would thy 
conscience have answered for such obstinacy at the great 
and last tribunal ? 

Dr. J. My conscience would not have been answer, 
able. 

Mrs. K. Whose, then, would ? 

Dr. J. Why the state, to be sure. In adhering to 
the religion of the state as by law established, our im- 
plicit obedience therein becomes our duty* 

Mrs. K. a nation, or state, having a conscience, is 
a doctrine entirely new to me, and, indeed, a very curious 
piece of intelligence ; for I have always understood that 
a government, or state, is a creature of time only ; be. 
yond which it dissolves, and becomes a nonentity. 
Now, gentlemen, can your imagination body forth this 
monstrous individual, or being, called a state, composed 
of millions of people ? Can you behold it stalking forth 
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into the next worlds loaded with its mighty conscience^ 
there to he rewarded or punished, for the faith^ opinions^ 
and conduct^ of its constituent machines called men ? 
Surely the teeming hrain of Poetry never held up to 
the fancy so wondrous a personage ! ( When the laugh 
occasioned by the personification was subsided, the Doctor 
very angrily replied,) 

Db. J. I regard not what you say as to that matter. 
I hate the arrogance 6f the wench^ in supposing herself 
a more comfpetent judge of religion than those who 
educated her. She imitated you^ no douht; but she 
ought not to have presumed to determine for herself in 
so important an affkir. 

Mrs. K. True^ Doctor^ I grant it^ if, as thou s&emest 
to imply, a wench of twenty years be not a moral 
agent. 

Dr. J. I doubt it would be difficult to prove those 
deserve that character who turn Quakers. 

Mrs. K. This severe Tetort, Doctor, induces me 

charitably to hope thou mtist be totally unacquainted 

with the principles of the people against whom thoa 

art so exceedingly prejudiced, and that thou supposest 

• us a set of infidels or deists. 

Dr. J. Certainly, I do think you Httie better than 
deists. 

. Mrs. K. This is indeed strange ; 'tis passing strange, 
that a man of such universal reading and research, has 
not thought it at least expedient to look into the cause 
of dissent of a society so long established, and so con. 
spicuously singular ! 

Dr. J. Not I, indeed ! I have not read your Bar- 
clay's Apology ; and for this plain reason — I never 
thought it worth my while. You are upi^tart sectaries, 
perhaps the best subdued by a silent contempt. 

Mrs. K. This reminds me of the language of the 
rabbis of old, when their hierarchy was alarmed by the 
Hicireasing influence, force, and simplicity of dawning 
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truth> in their high day of worldly dominion. We 
meekly trusty our principles stand on the same solid 
foundation of simple truth ; and we invite the acutest 
investigation. The reason thou givest for not having 
read Barclay's Apology^ is surely a very improper one 
for a man whom the world looks up to as a moral philo- 
sopher of the first rank; a teacher^ from whom they 
think they have a right to expect much information. 
To this expecting, inquiring worlds how can Dr. John* 
son acquit himself, for remaining unacquainted with a 
hook translated into five or six different languages^ and 
which has heen admitted into the Ubraries of almost 
every court and university in Christendom ! — {Here 
the Doctor grew very angry, still more so at the space of 
time the gentlemen allowed his antagonist wherein to 
make her defence ; and his impatience excited Mr. Bos.. 
well himself in a whisper to say, '' I never saw this 
mighty lion so chafed before ! ") 

The Doctor again repeated, that he did not think the 
Quakers deserved the name of Christians. 

Mks. el Give me leave, then, to endeavour to convince 
thee of thy error, which I will do by making before 
thee, and Uiis respectable company, a confession of our 
faith. Creeds, or confessions of fakh, are admitted by 
all to be the standard whereby we judge of every deno- 
mination of professors. — (To this, every one present 
agreed ; and even the Doctor grumbled out his assentS) 

Mrs. K. Well, then, I take upon me to declare, that 
the people called Quakers do verily believe in the Holy 
Scriptures, and rejoice with the most full and reverential 
acceptance of the divine history of facts as recorded 
in the New Testament. That we, consequently, fully 
believe those historical articles summed up in what is 
called the Apostle's Creed, with these two exceptions only> 
to wit, our Saviour's descent into hell, and the resurrec- 
tion of the body. These mysteries we humbly leave just 
as they stand in the holy text ; there tbeing^ from that 
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ground^ no authority for such assertion as is drawn up 
in the Creed. And now^ Doctor^ canst thou still deny 
to us the honourable title of Christians ? 

Dr. J. Well ! I must own I did not at all sup- 
pose you had so much to say for yourselves. However, 
I cannot forgive that little slut, for presuming to take 
upon herself as she has done. 

Mrs. K. I hope. Doctor, thou wilt not remain unfor- 
giving ; and that you will renew your -friendship, and 
joyfully meet at last in those bright regions where pride 
and prejudice can never enter ! 

Dr. J. Meet her! I never desire to meet fools any 
where. — ( This sarcastic turn of wit was so pleasantly 
received, that the Doctor joined in the laugh : his spleen 
was dissipated; he took his coffee, and 'became, for the 
remainder of the evening^ very cheerful and enters 
taining,) 

6 17* Rd>uke to a talkative Lady, (}) 
He was one day in conversation with a very talkative 
lady, of whom he appeared to take very little notice. 
" Why, Doctor, I believe you prefer the company of 
men to that of the ladies." ^^ Madam," replied he, 
" I am very fond of the company of ladies ; I like 
their beauty, I like their delicacy, I like their vivacity, 
and I like their silence" 

6l8. Building without a Scaffold. 

Johnson was much pleased with a French expression 
made use of by a lady towards a person whose head 
was confused with a multitude of knowledge, at which 
he had not arrived in a regular and principled way, — 
" II a bdti sans echafaud" — *' he has built without his 
scaffold." 

(1) [Anecdotes 617. to 629. were communicated by William 
Seward, Esq., author of** Bio^aphiana," to Isaac Reed, Esq., 
for insertion in the European Magazine.] 



MR. W. SEWARD. Ill 

61 9» Love of Literature. 
Dr. Johnson was of opinion that the happiest^ as well 
as the most virtuous^ persons were to he found amongst 
those who united with a business or profession a love 
of literature. 

62O- Marriage — Choice of a Wife. 

He was constantly earnest with his friends^ when 
they had thoughts of marriage^ to look out for a re- 
ligious wife. '' A principle of honour or fear of the 
world/' added he, " will many times keep a man in 
decent order ; but when a woman loses her religion^ she, 
in general, loses the only tie that will* restrain her ac- 
tions : Plautus, in his Amphytrio, makes Alcmena say 
beautifully to her husband, — 

** Non ego illan> mihi dotem duco esse, quae dos dicitur, 
Sed pudicitiam, et pudorem, et sedatum cupidinem, 
Deum metum, parentum amorum, et cognatum concordiam ; 
Tibi morigera, atque ut munifica sim bonis, prosim probis." 

621. •* Tired of London:' 

He was once told that a friend of his, who had long 
lived in the metropolis, was about to quit it, to retire 
into, the country, as being tired of London: ^' Say 
rather. Sir," said Johnson, ** that he is tired of life." 

622. Grammar^ Writing, and Arithmetic, 

Dr. Johnson was extremely adverse to the present 
foppish mode of educating children, so as to make them 
what foolish mothers call '^ elegant young men/' He 
said to some lady who asked him what she should teach 
her son in early life, '^ Madam, to read, to write, to 
count ; grammar, writing, and arithmetic ; three things 
which, if not taught in very early life, are seldom or ever 



112 JOHNSON IAN A. 

taught to any purpose^ and without the knowledge of 
which no superstructure of learning or of knowledge 
can be built." 

623. Hartley on Man. 

Dr. Johnson one day observing a friend of his pack* 
ing up the two volumes of " Observations on Man^" 
written by this great and good man, to take into the 
country, said^ " Sir, you do right to take Dr. Hartley 
with you." Dr. Priestley said of him, " that he had 
learned more from Hartley, than from any book he had 
ever read, except the Bible." 

624. Love of Change, 

The Doctor used to say that he once knew a man of 
so vagabond a disposition, that he even wished, for the 
sake of change of place, to go to the West Indies. He 
set off on this expedition, and the Doctor saw him in 
town four months afterwards. Upon asking him, why 
he had not put his plan in execution, he replied, '^ I 
have returned these ten days from the West Indies. 
The sight of slavery was so horrid to me, that I could 
only stay two days in one of the islands." This man, 
who had once been a man of literature, and a private 
tutor to some young men of consequence, became so ex- 
tremely torpid and careless in.point of fttrther inform- 
ation, that the Doctor, when he called upon him one- 
day, and asked him to lend him a book, was told by 
him, that he had not one in the house. 

625. Secrecy. 
An ancient had long ago said, '^ All secrecy is an 
evil." Johnson, in his strong manner, said, " Nothing 
ends more fatally than mysteriousness in trifles: in- 
deed, it commonly ends in guilt ; for those who begin 
by concealment of innocent things will soon have some- 
thing to hide which they dare not bring to light." 
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G26. Rochefoucault, 

Johnson used to say of the Due de Rochefoucault^ 
that he was one of the few gentlemen writers^ of whom 
authors hy profession had occasion to he afraid. 

627. Investment of Money. 
A friend of Johnson, an indolent man^ succeeding to 
a moderate sum of money on the death of his father^ 
asked the Doctor how he should lay it out. " Half on 
mortgage/' said he^ ^' and half in the funds : you^ 
have then^" continued he^ '^ the two hest securities for 
it that your country can afford. Take care^ however^ 
of the character of the person to whom you lend it on 
mortgage ; see that he is a man of exactness and regu- 
larity^ and lives iivithin his income. The money in the 
funds you are sure of at every emergency ; it is always 
at hand^ and may he resorted to on every occasion." 

628. Book and Author. 

The opinion which Johnson one day expressed to 
Miss Cotterell^ that " the hest part of every author is 
generally to he found in his hook^'' he has thus dilated^ 
and illustrated hy one of the most appropriate similes 
in the English language : — ''A transition from an 
author's hook to his conversation is too often like an 
entrance into a large city after a distant prospect : re- 
motely^ we see nothing hut spires of temples, and tur- 
rets of palaces, and imagine it the residence of splendour, 
grandeur, and magnificence ; hut when we have passed 
the gates we find it perplexed with narrow passages^ 
disgraced with despicahle cottages, emharrassed with 
ohstructions^ and clouded with smoke.'' 

629. The Eucharist. 

The learned and excellent Charles Cole having once 
mentioned to him a hook lately published on the Sa. 
crament^ he repHed^ ^< Sir^ I look upon the sacrament 

VOL. X. I 
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as the palladium of our religion : I hope that no pro- 
fane hands will venture to touch it/' 

630. *' Life of Lord LytteUon:* — Mr, Pepys. Q) 

I have within these few days received the following 
paragraph in a letter from a friend of mine in Ireland : 
— ^' Johnson's Characters of some Poets hreathe such 
inconsistency^ such absurdity^ and such want of taste 
and feeling, that it is the opinion of the Count of Nar^ 
bonne C-^), Sir N. Barry, and myself, that Mrs. Mon- 
tagu should expose him in a short publication. He 
deserves it almost as much as Voltaire — if not, Lyttel- 
toni gratia, do it yourself." I met him some time ago 
at Streatham (^), and such a day did we pass in dis- 
putation upon the life of our dear friend Lord Lyttelton, 
as I trust it will never be my fate to pass again ! The 
moment the cloth was removed he challenged me to 
come out (as he called it), and say what I had to object 
to his Life of Lord Lyttelton. This, you see, was a 
call which, however, disagreeable to myself and the 
rest of the company, I could not but obey, and so to it 
we went for three or four hours without ceasing. He 
once observed, that it was the duty of a biographer to 
state all the failings of a respectable character. I never 

(1) From a Letter from Mr. Pepys to Mrs. Montagu, in the 
Montagu MSS., dated August 4. 1781. It shows now very 
violently, and on what slight grounds, the friends of Lord 
Lyttelton resisted Johnson's treatment of him. Now that per- 
sonal feelings have subsided, the readers of the Life will wonder 
at Mr. Pepvs*s extravagant indignation ; and we have already 
seen (on^^. Vol. VII. p. 334., and Vol. VIII. p. 28.), that John- 
son cared so little about the matter, that he was willing that the 
Life should have been written for him, by one of Lord Lyttelton*s 
friends. — C. 

(2) Robert Jephson, Esq., author of '' Braganzoy" and the 
** Count de Narbonne,** — see ant^, Vol. III. p. 90., where there 
seems reason to believe that Johnson and Mr. Jephson were no 
great friends. He died in 1803. — C. 

(3) [See ante, VoL IX, p. 49.] 
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longed to do any thing so much as to assume his own 
principle, and go into a detail which I could suppose 
his hiographer mighty in some future time^ think neces- 
sary ; hut I contented myself with generals. He took 
great credit for not having mentioned the coarseness of 
Lord Lyttdton's manners, I told him^ that if he 
would insert that Q) in the next edition, I would ex-- 
cuse him all the rest. We shook hands^ however^ at 
parting ; which put me much in mind of the parting he- 
tween Jaques and Orlando — * God he with you ; let 
us meet as seldom as we can ! Fare you well ; I hope 
we shall be better strangers ! * (2) We have not met 
again till last Tuesday, and then I must do him the 
justice to say, that he did all in his power to show me 
that he was sorry for the former attack. But what 
hurts me all this while is, not that Johnson should go 
unpunished, but that our dear and respectable friend 
should go down to posterity with that artful and studied 
contempt thrown upon his character which he so little 
deserved, and that a man who (notwithstanding the 
little foibles he might have) was in my opinion one of 
the most exalted patterns of virtue, liberality, and be- 
nevolence, not to mention the high rank which he held 
in literature, should be handed down to succeeding 
generations under the appellation of poor Lyttelton! 
This, I must own, vexes and disquiets me whenever I 

(1) On the principle— 

" Quis tulerit Oracchos de seditione querentes '* — 

Pepys thought, justly enough, that a charge of coarseness of 
mannerx made by Johnson against Lord Lyttelton would be so 
ridiculous as to defeat all the rest of his censure. — C. 

(2) [" Now," says Dr. Johnson, the moment he was ffone, 
'< is Pepys gone home hating me, who love him better than 1 did 
before : he spoke in defence of his dead friend * but though I 
hope I spoke better who spoke against him,''yet all my eloquence 
will gain me nothing but an honest man for my enemy." — 
Piozzi, see arU^y Vol. IX. p. 49.] 
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think of it; and had I the command of half your 
powers^ tempered as they are with that true moderation 
and justice^ he should not sleep within his silent grave^ 
I do not say unrevenged (because that is not what I 
wish) but unvindicated^ and unrescued from that con** 
tempt which has been so industriously and so injuri- 
ously thrown upon him." 

631. Blue Stacking Parties, Q) 

Nothing could be more agreeable^ nor indeed more 
instructive^ than these parties. Mrs. Vesey had the 
almost magic art of putting aU her company at their 
ease^ without the least appearance of design. Here 
was no formal circle^ to petrify an unfortunate stranger 
on his entrance ; no rules of conversation to observe ; 
no holding forth of one to his own distress^ and the 
stupefying of his audience ; no reading of his works by 
the author. The company naturally broke into Uttle 
groups^ perpetually varying and changing. They 
talked or were silent^ sat or walked about^ just as they 
pleased. Nor was it absolutely necessary even to talk 
sense. There was no bar to harmless mirth and gaiety : 
and while perhaps Dr. Johnson in one corner held 
forth on the moral duties^ in another^ two or three 
young people might be talking of the fashions and the 
Opera ; and in a third, Lord Orford (then Mr. Horace 
Walpole) might be amusing a little groups around him 
with his lively wit and intelligent conversation. Now 
and then perhaps Mrs. Vesey might caU the attention 
of the company in general to some circumstance of news^ 
poUtics^ or literature^ of peculiar importance; or per- 
haps to an anecdote^ or interesting account of some 
person known to the company in general. Of this 
last kind a laughable circumstance occurred about the 

(1 ) [This and the following are from Pennington's << Memoirs 
of Mrs. Carter."] 
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year 1778, when Mrs. Carter was confined to her bed 
with a fever, which was thought to he dangerous. She 
was attended by her brother-in-law. Dr. Douglas, then 
a physician in Town, and he was in the habit of 
sending bulletins of the state of her health to her most 
intimate friends, with many of whom he was well ac- 
quainted himself. At one of Mrs. Vesey's parties a 
note was brought to her, which she immediately saw was 
from Dr. Douglas. *^ Oh ! " said she, before she opened 
it, '' this contains an account of our dear Mrs. Carter. 
We are all interested in her health : Dr. Johnson, pray 
read it out for the information of the company." There 
was a profound silence ; and the Doctor, with the ut- 
most gravity, read aloud the physician's report of the 
happy effect which Mrs. Carter's medicines had pro- 
duced, with a full and complete account of the circum- 
stances attending them. 

QS^. Mrs, Carter on Johnson's Death, 

I see by the papers (says Mrs. Carter, in a etter to 
Mrs. Montagu), that Dr. Johnson is dead. In extent 
of learning, and exquisite purity of moral writing, he 
has left no superior, and I fear very few equals. His 
virtues and his piety were founded on the steadiest of 
Christian principles and faith. His faults, I firmly 
believe, arose from the irritations of a most suffering 
state of nervous constitution, which scarcely ever al- 
lowed him a moment's ease. You wonder '^ that an 
undoubted believer and a man of piety should be afraid 
of death ; " but it is such characters who have ever the 
deepest sense of their imperfections and deviations from 
the rule of duty, of which the very best must be con- 
scious ; and such a temper of mind as is struck with awe 
and humility at the prospect of the last solemn sentence 
appears much better suited to the wretched deficiencies 
of the best human performances than the thoughtless 
security that rushes undisturbed into eternity. — To 

I 3 
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this passage the editor of Mrs. Carter's Letters sub- 
joins : — *' Mrs. Carter informed the editor, that in one 
of the last conversations which she had with this emi- 
nent moralist, she told him that she had never known 
him say any thing contrary to the principles of the 
Christian religion. He seized her hand with great 
emotion^ exclaiming, ^ You know this, and bear witness 
to it when I am gone ! 



\» n 



6SS, Johnson and Coxe. {}) 
When I was last (says Lord Chedworth) in town 
I dined in company with the eminent Mr. C. (2), of 
whom I did not form a high opinion. He asserted, 
that Dr. Johnson originally intended to abuse " Paradise 
Lost," but being informed that the nation would not 
bear it, he produced the critique which now stands 
in the '^ Life of Milton/' and which he admitted to 
be excellent. I contended that Dr. Johnson had there 
xpressed his real opinion, which no man was less 
afraid of delivering than Dr. Johnson ; that the cri- 
tique was written con amore ; and that the work was 
praised with such a glow of fondness, and the grounds 
of that praise were so fully and satisfactorily unfolded, 
that it was impossible Dr. Johnson should not have 
felt the value of the work, which he had so liberally 
and rationally commended. It came out afterwarcb 
that Dr. Johnson had disgusted Mr. C. He had 
supped at Thrale's one night, when he sat near the 
upper end of the table, and Dr. Johnson near the 
lower end ; and having related a long story which had 
very much delighted the company, in the pleasure re- 
sulting from which relation Dr. Johnson had not (from 

(1) [From Lord Chedworth*s Letters to the Rev. Mr. 
Crompton.] 

(2) Mr. Crompton informs me, that this was the Rev. William 
Coxe, who had recently published his travels. — C. 
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his deafness and the distance at which he sat) par- 
ticipated^ Mrs. Thrale desired him to retell it to the 
Doctor. C. complied^ and going down to the bottom 
of the tahle^ bawled it over again in Dr. Johnson's ear : 
when he had finished^ Johnson replied^ '^ So^ Sir^ and 
this you relate as a good thing : " at which C. fired. 
He added to us^ " Now^ it was a good thing, because it 
was about the King of Poland." Of the value of the 
story^ as he did not relate it, I cannot judge ; but I am 
sure you will concur with me that it was not therefore 
necessarily a good thing because it was about a king. I 
think Johnson's behaviour was indefensibly rude ; but^ 
from the sample I had of C.'s conversation^ I am led to 
suspect that Johnson's censure was not unfounded. 

634. Biography, Q) 

Mr. Fowke's (2) conversation was sprightly and en- 
tertaining, highly seasoned with anecdotes^ many of 
which related to his great and venerable friend Dr. 
Johnson ; among these, he was accustomed to relate the 
following : — Mr. Fowke once observed to Dr. Johnson, 
that^ in his opinion^ the Doctor's strength lay in writing 
biography, in which line of composition he infinitely ex- 
ceeded all his competitors. ^' Sir," said Johnson, ^^ I 
believe that is true. The dogs don't know how to 
write trifles with dignity." 

6S5. CoUey Cibber. 

Speaking of the difficulty of getting information for 
the ^' Lives of the Poets," he said, that when he was 
young, and wanted to write the " Life of Dryden," he 
desired to^be introduced to Colley Gibber, from whom 

(1) [Nos. 634. and 635. are from « Original Letters; edited 
by R. Warner, of Bath, 1803."] 

(2) [See arU^, Vol. VI. pp. 136. and 140., and^s^, p. 254.*] 
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he expected to procure many valuable materials for his 
^purpose. ** So, Sir," said Johnson to Gibber, ^' I find 
you know Mr. Dryden ? " ^' Know him ? O Lord ! 1 was 
as well acquainted with him as if he had been my own 
brother." '' Then you can tell me some anecdotes of 
him ? " '^ O yes, a thousand ! Why, we used to 
meet him continually at a club at Button's. I remember 
as well as if it were but yesterday, that when he came 
into the room in winter time, he used to go and sit 
close by the fire in one corner ; and that in summer 
time he would always go and sit in the window." 
*^ Thus, Sir," said Johnson, " what with the comer of 
the fire in winter, and the window in summer, you see 
that I got much information from Gibber, of t^ie man- 
ners and habits of Dryden." {}) 

6S6, Family Prayers. (2) 

During Dr. Johnson's visit to Oxford in June, 1784, 
his friend Dr. Adams expressed an earnest wish that he 
would compose some family prayers ; upon whidi 
Johnson replied : " I will not compose prayers for you. 
Sir, because you can do it for yourself; but I have 
thought of getting together all the books of prayers 
which I could, selecting those which should appear to 
me the best, putting out some, inserting others, adding 
some prayers of my own, and prefixing a discourse 
on Prayer." (3) By the following MS., Dr. Johnson 
appears to have put to paper some preparatory notes 
on this subject: — 

" Preces 
^— Against the incursion of evil thoughts. 
— — Repentance and pardon. — Laud* 

(1) [For Boswell's version of this story, see ant^f VoL VI. 
p. 193.1 

(2) [From the Anderdon MSS.] 

(3) [Seeani^, Vol. VII. p. 296.] 
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-~-^ In disease. 

On the loss of friends — by death; by his own fault 

or friend's. 

— On the unexpected notice of the death of others. 

Prayer generally recommendatory ; 

To understand their prayers ; 

Under dread of death ; 

Prayer commonly considered as a stated and temporary 
duty — performed and forgotten— without any effect on the 
following day. 

Prayer — a vow. — Taylor. 

SCXFTICISM CAUSED BY 

1. Indifference about opinions. 

2. Supposition that things disputed are disputable. 

3. Demand of unsuitable evidence. 

4. False judgment of evidence. 

5. Complaint of the obscurity of Scripture. 

6. Contempt of fathers and of authority. 

7. Absurd method of learning objections first. 

8. Study not for truth but vanity. 

9. Sensuality and a vicious life. 

10. False honour, false shame. 

11. Omission of prayer and religious exercises. — Oct, SI. 
1784." 

637. Burke and Johnson. Q) 
In the yicissitudes of twenty-seven years^ no estrange- 
ment occurred to interrupt their mutual admiration and 
regard. Burke followed Johnson to the grave as a 
mourner; and in contemplating his character^ applied 
to it a fine passage from Cicero, which might equally suit 
his own : — Jntentum enim animum quasi arcum hdbe* 
bat, nee languescens succumbebat senectutu When some 
one censured Johnson's general rudeness in society, he 
replied with equal consideration and truth, " It is well^ 
when a man comes to die^ if he has nothing worse to 
accuse himself of than some harshness in conversation." 

(1 ) [From « Prior's Life of Burke.""] 
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638, Savage, — BoswelL (}) 

'^ Savage/' said Dr. Adam Smith, ^^ was but a 
worthless fellow; his pension of fifty pounds never 
lasted him above a few days. As a sample of his 
economy, you may take a circumstance that Johnson 
himself told me. It was, at that period, fashionable 
to wear scarlet cloaks trimmed with gold lace: the 
Doctor met him one day, just after he had received 
his pension, with one of these cloaks upon his back, 
while, at the same time, his naked toes were peeping 
through his shoes."— '^ BosweU was my relative by his 
mother, who was a daughter of Colonel £rskine, of 
the Alva family, descended from our common ancestor, 
John Earl of Marr, governor to Henry Prince of Wales, 
and Lord Treasurer of Scotland. In consequence of 
a letter he wrote me I desired him to call at Mr. 
Pitt's, and took care to be with him when he was in. 
troduced. Mr. Pitt was then in the Duke of Grafton's 
house in Great Bond Street. BosweU came in the 
Corsican dress and presented a letter from Paoli. Lord 
Chatham smiled, but received him very graciously in his 
pompous manner. BosweU had genius, but wanted 
ballast to counteract his whim. He preferred being a 
showman to keeping a shop of his own.'* (Endorsed on 
a letter from BosweU to Lord Buchan, dated Jan. 5. 
1767.) 

639» '' A respectable Man,** (2) 
Mr. Barclay, from his connection with Mr. Thrale, 
had several opportunities of meeting and conversing 
with Dr. Johnson. On his becoming a partner in the 

(1) [From the Buchan MSS., in the possession of Mr. Up> 
cott.] 

(2) [This and the two following were communicated to Mr. 
Markland, by Robert Barclay, Esq., of Bury Hill, Dorking. 
This excellent man died in 1831.] 
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brewery^ Johnson advised him not to allow his com- 
mercial purstuts to divert his attention from his 
studies. '^ A mere literary man," said the Doctor, " is 
a dull man ; a man who is solely a man of business 
is a selfish man ; but when literature and commerce are 
united, they make a respectable man." (^) 

640. Johnson at Mr. Thraie's, 

Mr. Barclay had never observed any rudeness or vio- 
lence on the part of Johnson. He has seen Boswell lay 
down his knife and fork, and take out his tablets, in 
order to register a good anecdote. When Johnson 
proceeded to the dining-room, one of Mr. Thrale's ser- 
vants handed him a wig of a smarter description than 
the one he wore in the morning ; the exchange took 
place in the hall, or passage. Johnson, like many other 
men, was always in much better humour after dinner 
than before, 

641. ^' An old Man's Blessing ^ 

Mr. Barclay saw Johnson ten days before he died^ 
when the latter observed, '^ That they should never 
meet more. Have you any objection to receive an old 
man's blessing ? " Mr. Barclay knelt down, and John- 
son gave him his blessing with great fervency. 

642. '' Honest Whigs." 

The following scrap is picked out . of Cole's volumi- 
nous collections in the British Museum. It appears 
in the shape of a note to his transcript of a Tour 
through England, in 1735, written by John Whaley, 
Fellow of King's College, Cambridge. Mr. Whaley 
says : " October 3., being the day of swearing in the 

(1) [This advice will be found to accord pretty closely with 
Johnson's epitaph on Mr. Thrale : — << Domi inter miUe mer- 
canturce negotia, literarum elegantiam minime neglezit." — 
Markland.] 
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mayor of Shrewsbury, we were invited by Sir Richard 
Corbet, the new mayor, to dinner ; which we did with 
much pleasure, as finding a large collection of honest 
Whigs met together in Shropshire." Cole writes on this : 
— '^ A very extraordinary meeting truly ! I was told 
by Mr. Farmer, the present master of Emanuel College, 
that he, being in London last year [1774] with Mr. 
Arnold, tutor in St. John's College, was desired to in- 
troduce the latter, who had been bred a Whig, to the 
acquaintance of the very learned and sensible Dr. 
Samuel Johnson. They had not been long together, 
before (the conversation leading to it) the Doctor, ad- 
dressing himself to Mr. Arnold, said, '^ Sir ! you are 
a young man, but I have seen a great deal of the world, 
and take it upon my word and experience, that where 
you see a Whig, you see a rascal !" Mr. Farmer said, 
he was startled, and rather uneasy, that the Doctor had 
expressed himself so bluntly, and was apprehensive that 
Mr. Arnold might be shocked and take it iU. But they 
laughed it off, and were very good company. I have 
lived all my life among this faction, and am in general 
much disposed to subscribe to the Doctor's opinion. 
Whatever this honest collection of Salopian Whigs 
may have been on the whole, I am as well satisfied, as 
of any thing I know, that there was one rascal, duly 
and truly, in the company. — W, Cole, June 26. 1775." 

643. Johnson and Foote, (i) 
Johnson and Foote, though both men of wit and 
strong sense, showed these qualities in different ways. 
The first was grave and sarcastical ; the other was die 
meteor of the moment, who possessed every species of 
wit and humour, and could command them at will. 
Johnson never condescended to be the buffoon, and was 

(1) [This and the two followiDg are from Cooke*s ** Life of 
Foote,* 3 vols. 12mo. 1805.] 
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not always ready at retort Foote never failed; and 
rather than be out of laughf could put on the motley 
coat with pleasure^ and strut in it with as much pride 
as in his most refined sallies of conversation. This 
contrariety of talent and inclinations kept these two 
geniuses from a personal acquaintance for a long time^ 
though they perfectly understood each other's character, 
and associated occasionally with the common friends of 
both. 

644. Johnson's Recitation of Poetry. 
Dr. Johnson read serious and sublime poetry with 
great gravity and feeling. In the recital of prayers 
and religious poems he was awfully impressive^ and his 
memory served him upon those occasions with great 
readiness. One night at the club^ a person quoting the 
nineteenth psalm, the Doctor caught fire ; and, instantly 
taking ofi^his hat^ began with great solemnity^— 

" The spacious firmament on high,** &c. 

and went through that beautiful hymn. Those who 
were acquainted with the Doctor^ knew how harsh his 
features in general were ; but^ upon this occasion^ to 
use the language of Scripture^ " his face was almost as 
if it had been the face of an angel." 

64^5, Johnson in Garrick*s Library, 

On Garrick's showing Johnson a magnificent library 
full of books in most elegant bindings^ the Doctor 
began running over the volumes in his usual rough and 
negligent manner ; which was^ by opening the book so 
wide as almost to break the back of it, and then flung 
them down one by one on the floor with contempt. 
" Zounds," said Garrick, '' why, what are you about ? 
you'll spoil all my books." " No, Sir," replied John- 
son, '' I have done nothing but treat a pack of sitty 
plays in fops' dresses just as they deserve ; but I see no 
books,** 
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646. Johnson at Langton in 1764. (}) 

In early life (says Mr. Best) I knew Bennet Langton^ 
of that Uk, as the Scotch say. With great personal 
claims to the respect of the public^ he is known to that 
public chiefly as a friend of Johnson. He was a very 
tall^ meagre^ long-visaged man, much resembling a stork 
standing on one leg, near the shore, in Raphaers cartoon 
of the miraculous draught of fishes. His manners were 
in the highest degree polished ; his conversation mild, 
equable, and always pleasing. I formed an intimacy 
with his son, and went to pay him a visit at Langton. 
After breakfast we walked to the top of a very steep 
hill behind the house. When we arrived at the summit, 
Mr. Langton said, " Poor, dear Dr. Johnson, when he 
came to this spot, turned to look down the hill, and 
said he was determined ^ to take a roll down.' When 
we understood what he meant to do, we endeavoured to 
dissuade him ; but he was resolute, saying, ^ he had 
not had a roll for a long time ;' and taking out of his 
lesser pockets whatever might be in them — keys, 
pencil, purse, or pen-knife, and laying himself paraUd 
with the edge of the hill, he actually descended, turning 
himself over and over till he came to the bottom." The 
story was told with such gravity, and with an air of 
such affectionate remembrance of a departed friend, 
that it was impossible to suppose this extraordinary 
freak of the great lexicographer to have been a fiction 
or invention of Mr. Langton. (^) 

647. Dr. Dodd. (3) 
Miss Seward, her father (the editor of Beaumont 
and Fletcher, &c.), the Rev. R. G.Robinson of Lichfield, 

(1) [From " Personal and Literary Memorials," 8vo. 1829.] 

(2) T Johnson at the time of his visit to Langton was in his 
flfl^-fifth year.] 

(3) [This and the following have been communicated by the 
Rev. Hastings Robinson, Rector of Great Worley, Essex.] 
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and Dr. Johnson^ were passing the day at the palace at 
Lichfield^ of which Mr. Seward was the occupier. The 
conversation turned upon Dr. Dodd^ who had heen re- 
cently executed for forgery. (}) It proceeded as fol- 
lows. Miss Seward. " I think^ Dr. Johnson^ you 
applied to see Mr. Jenkinson in his hebalf." Johnson* 
^' Why^ yes^ Madam ; I knew it was a man having no 
interest, writing to a man who had no interest; but I 
thought with myself, when Dr. Dodd comes to the place 
of execution, he may say^ ^ Had Dr. Johnson written 
in my behalf, I had not been here, and (with great 
emphasis) I could not bear the thought !" (^) Miss 
Seward. '' But, Dr. Johnson, would you have par- 
doned Dr. Dodd ? " Johnson. '' Madam, had I been 
placed at the head of the legislature, I should certainly 
have signed his death-warrant ; though no law, either 
human or divine, forbids our deprecating punishment, 
either from ourselves or others." 

648. '' Heerd or Hard?" 

In one of his visits to Lichfield, Dr. Johnson called 
upon Mrs. GastreU of Stowe, near that city. She opened 
the Prayer-book, and pointed out a passage, with the 
wish that he would read it. He began, *' We have 
heard (hserd) with our ears" — she stopped him, saying, 
'' Thank you. Doctor ! you have read all I wish. I 
merely wanted to know whether you pronounced that 
word heerd or hard." " Madam," he replied, " heard" 
is nonsense ; there is but one word of that sound {hard) 
in the^language." 

(1) [Dr. Dodd was executed June 27. 1777; and Dr. John- 
son left town for Lichfield on the latter end of the following 
month.] 

(2) [For Dr. Johnson's letter to the Right Honourable 
Charles Jenkinson, afterwards Earl of Liverpool, see ant^y 
Vol. VI. p. 282.] 
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649. Johnson'8 WUhw. Q) 

This remarkable tree has been long disdnguished as 
a favoarite ol]ject of Dr. Johnson^ and which he never 
failed to examine^ whenever^ after his settlement in the 
metropolis^ he revisited his native city. The great size 
it had attained at that period^ and its delightful situa- 
tion between the cathedral and the beautiful vale of 
Stowe^ rendered it likely to attract notice ; and^ from 
the attachment shown to it by the Doctor^ it has ever 
since been regarded as little inferior in celebrity to 
Shakspeare's Mulberry^ or the Boscobel Oak^ and spe- 
cimens of its wood have been worked into vases and 
other ornaments. In 1815^ a great portion of the tree 
gave way, and since then several very large boughs have 
fallen. The Doctor once took an admeasurement of the 
tree with a piece of strings assisted by a little boy^ 
to whom he gave half a crown for his trouble. The 
dimensions of the willow in 1781^ when in its most 
flourishing condition^ taken by Dr. Trevor Jones^ and 
communicated in a letter to Dr. Johnson^ are as fol- 
lows : — " The trunk rises to the height of twelve feet 
eight inches^ and is then divided into fifteen large as- 
cending branches, which^ in very numerous and crowded 
subdivisions^ spread at the top in a circular form, not 
unlike the appearance of a shady oak, inclining a little 
towards the east. The circumference of the trunk at 
the bottom is sixteen feet, in the middle eleven feet, 
and at the top, immediately below the branches, thirteen 
feet. The entire height of the tree is forty-nine feet, 
overshadowing a plain not far short of four thousand 
feet." (2) 

(1 > [Nos. 649 — 655. are from the Gentleman*s Magazine.] 
(2) [For a drawing of this willow, see Shaw's Staffordshire, 
and Gent Mag. Vol. LV.] 
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650. Citations from Garrick, 
Boswell relates (says a correspondent), that Garrick 
being asked by Johnson what people said of his Dic- 
tionary, told him, that among other animadversions^ it 
was objected that he cited the authorities which were 
beneath the dignity of such a work, and mentioned 
Richardson. '* Nay," said Johnson, '' I have done 
worse than that; I have cited thee, David." This 
anecdote induced me to turn over the leaves of his Dic- 
tionary, that I might note the citations from each writer. 
Two only I found from Garrick^ viz. 

" Our bard's aJdbvUst, and deals in fiction.'* 

" I know you all expect, from seeing me, 
Some formal lecture, spoke with prudisfi face." 

The quotations from Richardson are at least eighty in 
number ; almost all from his Clarissa. 

651. Johnsonian Words, 

In Rett's " Elements of General Knowledge," I read 
(says another correspondent) as follows : — *^ Our liter- 
ature, indeed, dates a new era from the publication of 
Johnson's Works : many of his words are rarely to be 
met with in former writers, and some are purely of his 
own fabrication. Note, — ^ Resuscitation, orbity, volant, 
fatuity, divaricate, asinine, narcotic, vulnirary, empi- 
reumatic, obtund, disruption, sensory, cremation, hor- 
ticulture, germination, decussation, eximious,' &c. If 
these words be not peculiarly Johnson's, I know not 
where they are to be found ! " Now, upon turning 
over Johnson's Dictionary, I find all the above words 
occur in Pope, Bacon, Wilkins, Milton, Arbuthnot, 
Grew, Quincy, Wiseman, Harvey, Woodward, Newton, 
Glanville, and Ray ; except horticulture, which may be 
found in Tusser's Husbandry ; eximiouSy in Lodge's 
Letters ; and cremation, for which, at present, I have no 
authority. So much for the research of Mr. Kett ! 

VOL. X. K 
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652. ^' Prayers and Meditations" 

The brightest feature in Johnson^s character was 
the perfect consciousness of his failings. This the 
Doctor seems to have had in the nicest degree: it 
always accompanied him^ and^ joined to his irresolution^ 
embittered many of his days and nights. If the 
publication of his Prayers and Meditations still wants 
to be justified^ let it be on this score^ that they prove 
Johnson to have been a man whose inward struggles were 
always directed to overcome habits of which he was 
painfully conscious ; that he did not seek to excuse 
those failings by the delusions of scepticism or sophistry^ 
but that he prayed, resolved, and earnestly contended 
against them. What more have the greatest and best 
men in all ages done, though, perhaps, with better 
success? Q) 

( 1 ) This and the following prayer are not in Mr. Strahan's 
collection : — 

« EMter-day, 15th April, 1759. 

" Almighty and most merciful Father, look down with pity upon my 
sins. I am a sinner, good Lord ; but let not my sins burthen me for ever. 
Give me thy grace to break the chain of evil cust4>m. Enable me to shake 
off idleness and sloth : to will and to do what thou hast commanded, grant 
me chaste in thoughts, words, and actions; to love and frequent thy wor. 
ship, to study and understand thy word ; to be diligent in my calling, that 
I may support myself and relieve others. 

*' Forgive me, O Lord, whatever my mother has suflfbred by my fault, 
whatever I have done amiss, and whatever duty I have neglected. Let 
me not sink into useless dejection ; but so sanctify my afl9iction, O Lord, 
that I may be converted, and healed ; and that, by the help of thy Holy 
Spirit, I may obtain everlasting life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

" And, O Lord, so far as it may be lawful, I commend unto thy fatherly 
goodness my father, brother, wife, and mother, beseeching thee to make 
them happy for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.** 

« SCRUPLEa 

" O Lord, who wouldst that all men should be saved, and who knowest 
that without thy grace we can do nothing acceptable to thee, have mercy 
upon me. Enable me to break the chain of my sins, to reject sensuality in 
thought, and to overcome and suppress vain scruples ; and to use such 
diligence in lawful employment as may enable me to support myself and 
do good to others. O Lord, forgive me the time lost in idleness; pardon 
the sins which I have committed, and grant that I may redeem the time 
mispent, and be reconciled to thee by true repentance, that I may live and 
die in peace, and be received to everlasting happiness. Take not flrom me, 
O Lord, thy Holj^Spirit, but let me have suiiport and comfort for Jesus 
Christ's sake. Amen. 

" Transc. June 26. 1768. Of this prayer there is no date, nor can I con- 
jecture when it was composed." 
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653. " Ocean:' 



A gentleman once told Dr. Johnson^ that a friend of 
his^ looking into the Dictionary which the Doctor had 
lately published^ could not find the word ocean. '' Not 
find ocean !" exclaimed our Lexicographer ; ^' Sir^ I 
doubt the veracity of your information I " He instantly 
stalked into his library; and^ opening the work in ques- 
tion with the utmost impatience^ at last triumphantly 
put his finger upon the subject of research^ adding^ 
'' There, Sir; there is ocean!" The gentleman was 
preparing to apologise for the mistake ; but Dr. John- 
soi good-naturedly dismissed the subject^ with ^*^ Never 
m- d it^ Sir; perhaps your friend spells ocean with 



a. /." 



654. Johnsons " Lima labor," 

[[From Alexander Chalmers' Historical and Biograi>hical Preface to 
The Rambler : British Essayists, voL xviij 

The general opinion entertained by Dr. Johnson's 
friends was, that he wrote as correctly and elegantly in 
haste^ and under various obstnictions of person and 
situation, as other men can, who have health, and ease, 
and leisure for the limtB labor, Mr. Boswell says, with 
great truth, that *^ posterity will be astonished when 
they are told, upon the authority of Johnson himself, 
that many of these discourses, which we should suppose 
had been laboured with all the slow attention of Hterary 
leisure, were written in haste as the moment pressed, 
without even being read over by him before they were 
printed." And Sir John Hawkins informs us, that these 
essays hardly .ever underwent a revision before they 
were sent to the press ; and adds, ^^ the original manu- 
scripts of the ^ Rambler' have passed through my 
hands, and by the perusal of them I am warranted to 
say, as was said of Shakspeare by the players of his 
time, that he never blotted a line, and I beUeve without 

K 2 
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Up in baste should be strengthened and perfected at 
leisure. A few passages from No. I69. will explain his 
sentiments on this subject : — 

'< Men have sometimes appeared, of such transcendent abili- 
ties, that their slightest and most cursory performances excel all 
that labour and study can enable meaner intellects to compose ; 
as there are regions of which the spontaneous products cannot be 
equalled in other soils by care and culture. But it is no less dan- 
gerous for any man to place himself in this rank of understanding, 
and fancy that he is born to be illustrious without labour, than 
to omit the cares of husbandry, and expect from his ground the 
blossoms of Arabia." — " Among the writers of antiquity I re- 
member none except Statius, who ventures to mention the 
speedy production of his writings, either as an extenuation of 
his faults, or as a proof of his facility. Nor did Statius, when 
he considered himself as a candidate for lasting reputation, think 
a closer attention unnecessary; but amidst all his pride and in- 
digence, the two great hasteners of modem poems, employed 
twelve years upon the Thebaid, and thinks his claim to renown 
proportionate to his labour." — " To him whose eagerness of 
praise hurries his productions soon into the light, many imper- 
fections are unavoidable, even where the mind furnishes the 
materials, as well as regulates their disposition, and nothing 
depends upon search or information. Delay opens new veins 
of thought, the subject dismissed for a time appears with a new 
train of dependent images, the accidents of reading or convers- 
ation supply new ornaments or allusions, or mere intermission 
of the fatigue of thinking enables the mind to collect new force 
and make new excursions." 

With such sentiments it must appear at least probable^ 
that our author would^ in his own case, endeavour to 
repair the mischiefs of haste or negligence ; but as these 
were not very obvious to his friends, they made no 
inquiry after them, nor entertained any suspicion of the 
labour he endured to render his writings more worthy 
of their praise ; and when his contemporaries had d«-r 
parted, he might not think it necessary to tell a new 
generation that he had not reached perfection at once. 
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— On one occasion Mr. Boswell came so near the ques^ 
tion^ that if Dr. Johnson had thought it worth entering 
upon^ he had a very fair opportunity. Being asked by 
a lady^ whether he thought he could make his Rambler 
better^ he answered that he certainly could. Boswell. 
'^ I'll lay you a bet. Sir, you cannot." Johnson. 
*^ But I will. Sir, if I choose. I shall make the best 
of them you shall pick out, better." Boswell. '' But 
you may add to them ; I will not allow of that." John- 
son. '' Nay, Sir, there are three ways of making them 
better, — j9t£^^in^ out, adding, or correcting" (}) 

655. Donne v. Pope, (2) 

The late Mr. Crauford, of Hyde Park Corner, being 
engaged to dinner, where Dr. Johnson was to be, re- 
solved to pay his court to him ; and, having heard that 
he preferred Donne's Satires to Pope's version of them, 
said, '^ Do you know. Dr. Johnson, that I like Dr. 
Donne's original Satires better than Pope's." Johnson 
said, *' Well, Sir, I can't help that." 

656. Music. — King David. 

Miss Johnson, one of Sir Joshua's nieces (afterwards 
Mrs. Deane), was dining one day at her uncle's with 
Dr. Johnson and a large party : the conversation hap- 
pening to turn on music, Johnson spoke very contemp- 
tuously of that art, and added, " that no man of talent, or 
whose mind was capable of better things, ever would or 
could devote his time and attention to so idle and frivo- 
lous a pursuit." The young lady, who was very fond 
of music, whispered her next neighbour, " I wonder 
what Dr. Johnson thinks of King David." Johnson 

(1) In corroboration of his assertions, Mr. Chalmers has 
transcribed No. 180. of the original folio Rambler, marking the 
variations by italics. 

(2) This and the six following scraps were communicated 
to Mr. Croker. 

K 4 
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overheard her^ and^ with great good humour and com- 
placency^ said^ '^ Madam^ I thank you ; 1 stand rebuked 
before you^ and promise that^ on one subject at least, 
you shall never hear me talk nonsense again." 

657. Pleasure 0/ Hunting. 

The honours of the University of Cambridge were 
once performed to Dr. Johnson^ by Dr. AVatson, af- 
terwards Bishop of Llandaff^ and then Professor of 
Chemistry, &c. (^) After having spent the morning in 
seeing aU that was worthy of notice, the sage dined at 
his conductor's table, which was surrounded by various 
persons, all anxious to see so remarkable a character, 
but the moment was not favourable; he had been 
wearied by his previous exertions, and would not talk. 
After the party had dispersed, he said, " I was tired, 
and would not take the trouble, or I could have set them 
right upon several subjects. Sir ; for instance, the gen- 
tleman who said he could not imagine how any pleasure 
could be derived from hunting, ■ — the reason is, because 
man feels his own vacuity less in action than when at 
rest." 

658. Johnson in a Stage Coach. 

Mr. Williams, the rector of Wellesbourne, in War- 
wickshire, mentioned having once, when a young man, 
performed a stage-coach journey with Dr. Johnson, 
who took his place in the vehicle, provided with a little 
book, which his companion soon discovered to be Lu- 
cian: he occasionally threw it aside, if struck by any 
remark made by his fellow-travellers, and poured forth 
his knowledge and eloquence in a full stream, to the de- 
light and astonishment of his auditors. Accidentally, 
the first subject which attracted him was the digestive 

(1) Dr. Watson was a fellow of Trinity. See antef Vol. II. 
p. 284. and p. 330.) an account of this visit to Cambridge, which 
occurred in Feb. 1765. — C. 
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faculties of dogs^ from whence he hranched off as to the 
powers of digestion in various species of animals^ dis- 
covering such stores of information^ that this particular 
point might have heen supposed to have formed his es- 
pecial study^ and so it was with every other subject 
started. The strength of his memory was not less as- 
tonishing than his eloquence ; he quoted from various 
authors^ either in support of his own argument or to 
confute those of his companions^ as readily^ and appa- 
rently as accurately^ as if the works had been in his 
hands. The coach halted, as usual, for dinner^ which 
seemed to he a deeply interesting business to Johnson^ 
who vehemently attacked a dish of stewed carp, using 
his fingers only in feeding himself. Q) 

659. " Pilgrim's Progress." 
Bishop Percy was at one time on a very intimate 
footing with Dr. Johnson, and the Doctor one day took 
Percy's little daughter (-) upon his knee^ and asked her 
what she thought of " Pilgrim's Progress .?'* The child 
answered, that she had not read it. '' No !" repUed the 
Doctor; ''then 1 would not give one farthing for you;*' 
and he set her down and took no further notice of her. 

660. Dinner at University. 

My venerable friend, Dr. Fisher, of the Charter- 
house, now in his eighty-fifth year, informs me (says 
Mr. Croker) that he was one of the party who dined 
with Dr. Johnson at University College, Oxford, in 
March, 1776*. (^) There were present, he says. Dr. 
Wetherell, Johnson, Boswell, Coulson, Scott, Gwynn, 

(1) Mr. Boswell, ante, Vol. VIII. p. 284., mentions another 
instance, in which Dr. Johnson surprised his accidental com- 
panions in a stage-coach with the force of his conversation and 
the goodness of his appetite. — C. 

(2) Afterwards Mrs. Isted, of Ecton, Northamptonsliire. 
— C. 

(3) [See ante, VoL VI. p. 75.] 
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Dr. Chandler the traveller^ and Fisher^ then a young 
Fellow of the College. He recollects one passage of the 
conversation at dinner : — Boswell quoted " Q^em Deus 
vult perdere priu9 dementat/* and asked where it was. 
After a pause Dr. Chandler said in Horace^ — another 
pause ; then Fisher remarked^ that he knew no metre 
in Horace to which the words could he reduced ; upon 
which Johnson said dictatorially '^ The young man is 
right." Dr. Fisher recollects another conversation dur- 
ing this visit to Oxford^ when there was a Mr. Mortis 
mer^ a shallow^ vulgar man^ who had no sense of John, 
son's superiority^ and talked a great deal of flippant 
nonsense. At last he said^ that '^metaphysics were 
all stuff — nothing hut vague words." '^ Sir," said John- 
son, " do you know the meaning of the word metaphy^ 
sics V " To he sure," said the other. '* Then, Sir, you 
must know that two and two make four, is a metaphysical 
proposition." — '' I deny it," rejoined Mortimer, " 't is 
an arithmetical one ; I deny it utterly." '* Why, then 
Sir," said Johnson, ^' if you deny that we arrive at 
that conclusion hy a metaphysical process, I can only 
say, that plus in und hord unu^ asinus negabit, quam 
centum philosophi in centum annis probaverint,^* 

661. Langton on Johnsons Death. 
The following letter was written with an agitated 
hand, from the very chamher of death, hy the amiahle 
Bennet Langton, and ohviously interrupted hy his feel- 
ings. It is not addressed, hut Mr. Langton's family 
helieve it was intended for Mr. Boswell : 



« 



My dear Sir, — After many conflicting hopes and fears 
respecting the event of this heavy return of illness which has 
assailed our honoured friend, Dr. Johnson, since his arrival 
from Lichfield, about four days ago the appearances grew more 
and more awful, and this afternoon at eight o'clock, when I 
arrived at his house to see how he should be going on, I was 
acquainted at the door, that about three quarters of an hour 



GREEN. 139 

before, he had breathed his lait. I am now writing in the room 
where his venerable remains exhibit a spectacle, the interesting 
solemnity of which, difScult as it would be in any sort to find 
terms to express, so to you, my dear Sir, whose own sensations 
will paint it so strongly, it would be of all men the most super- 
fluous to attempt to — -." 

66Q, Johnson and Burke compared, Q) 

The distingaiBhing excellence of Johnson's manner, 
both in speaking and writing, consists in the apt and 
lively illustrations by example, with which^ in his 
vigorous sallies^ he enforces his just and acute remarks 
on human life and manners^ in all their modes and re* 
presentations : the character and charm of his style^ is 
a happy choice of dignified and appropriate expressions^ 
and that masterly involution of phrase^ by which he 
contrives to bolt the prominent idea strongly on the 
mind. Burke's felicity is in a different sphere : it lies 
in the diversified allusions to all arts and to all sciences, 
by which^ as he pours along his redundant tide of 
eloquence and reason, he refiects a light and interest on 
every topic which he treats ; in a promptitude to catch 
the language and transpose the feelings of passion ; and 
in the unrestrained and ready use of a style, the most 
flexible and the most accommodating to all topics^ " from 
grave to gay, from lively to severe," that perhaps any 
writer, in any language, ever attained. '^ Ipss res 
verba rapiunt." As opposed to each other, condens- 
ation might perhaps be regarded as the distinguishing 
characteristic of the former, and expansion of the 
latter. 

663, Preface to ShaJcspeare. 
It would be difficult to find in the English language, 
of equal variety and length, four such compositions as 

(1) [This and the nine following are from " The Diary of a 
Lover of Literature^** by T. Green of Ipswich, 4to, 1810 ; and 
since continued in the Gentleman's Magazine.] 
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Burke's Speech to the Electors of Bristol, Johnson's 
Preface to Shakspeare, Parr's Dedication to Hurd, and 
Lowth's Letter to Warburton. 

664. '' Panting Timer 

Johnson, perhaps, caught his '^ panting Time toiled 
after him in vain," from Young's ^* And leave praise 
panting in the distant vale." 

QQ5. " The Happy Valley." 

Looked over Rennell's Memoir of his Map of Hin- 
dostan. The secluded valley of Cashmere, — forming, 
between the parallels of 34° and 35°, an oval hollow 
eighty miles by fifty ; blooming with perennial spring, 
refreshed with cascades and streams and lakes, and 
enriched with mountainous ridges towering into the 
regions of eternal snow, — was perhaps Johnson's proto- 
type for the Happy Valley of Amhara in " Rasselas." 

666, Gray, 

It is curious to hear Gray, in his tenth letter to 
Horace Walpole, say, '' The same man's verses" (John- 
son's, at the opening of Garrick's theatre) " are not 
had" — of one who was destined afterwards to sit in 
imperial judgment on him and all his tribe. 

667. Johnsons Conversation, 

Had a long and interesting conversation with [Sir 
James] Mackintosh. Spoke highly of Johnson's prompt 
and vigorous powers in conversation, and, on this ground, 
of Boswell's Life of him : Burke, he said, agreed with 
him ; and affirmed, that this work was a greater monu- 
ment to Johnson's fame, than all his writings put 
together. 

668. " Pleasures of Hope." 

Read Campbell's Pleasures of Hope. The beau- 
tiful allusion with which this poem opens, is borrowed 
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from one in Johnson's collections for the " Rambler ; " 
which, I believe, he never employed, but which was 
certainly too good to be lost. Q) 

669. I^r. Bernard. 

Mr. Monney told me he had often met Johnson, 
and imitated his manner very happily. Johnson came 
on a visit to the president of his college (Jesus) at Ox- 
ford, Dr. Bernard. Dr. Bernard ventured to put a 
joke upon Johnson ; but being terrified by a tre- 
mendous snarl, '* Indeed, indeed. Doctor, believe me," 
said he, ^' 1 meant nothing." '' Sir," said Johnson, 
'' if you mean nothing, say nothing ! " and was quiet 
for the rest of the evening. 

670. Johnsons '^ Letters." 

Johnson's Letters to Mrs. Thrale raise him, if pos- 
sible, still higher than ever in my esteem and venera- 
tion. His wonderful insight into the real springs of 
human actions is often apparent where he trifles most ; 
and when he summons his powers, he pours new and 
unexpected light, even on the clearest and most ob- 
vious topics. His fertility of logical invention is pro- 
bably unrivalled. 

671. BoswelL 
Boswell, from his open, communicative, good-hu- 
moured vanity, which leads him to display events and 
feelings that other men, of more sound judgment, 
though slighter pretensions, would have studiously con- 
cealed, has depressed himself below his just level in 
public estimation. His information is extensive; his 
talents far from despicable; and he seems so exactly 
adapted, even by his very foibles, that we might almost 
suppose him purposely created to be the chronicler of 

(1) [See ant^. Vol. I. p. 238. J 
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Johnson. A pleasing and instructiye pocket-companion 
might be formed by a judicious selection from his 
copious repertory of Johnson's talk. 

672. '^ Vesuvius C^Bsar** 

I have (says Mr. W. E. Surtees) heard my grand- 
mother^ a daughter^ by his first wife^ of the Dean 
of Ossory (who married secondly Miss Charlotte Cot- 
ter ell, see Vol. II. p. 152.), speak of Dr. Johnson, as 
having frequently seen him in her youth. On one oc- 
casion, probably about 1762-3, he spent a day or two 
in the country with her father, and went with the family 
to see the house of a rich merchant. The owner — 
all bows and smiles — seemed to exult in the opportunity 
of displaying his costly articles of virtH to his visitor, 
and, in going through their catalogue, observed, ^^ And 
this. Dr. Johnson, is Vesuvius Caesar." My grand- 
mother, then but a girl, could not suppress a titter, when 
the Doctor turned round, and thus, alike to the dis- 
comfiture of the merchant and herself, sternly rebuked 
her aloud, " What is the child laughing at } Ignorance 
is a subject for pity — not for laughter." 

673. Story.teUing. Q) 
Dr. Johnson, having had a general invitation from 
Lord Lansdowne to see Bow-wood, his Lordship*s seat 
in Wiltshire, he accordingly made him a visit, in com- 
pany with Gumming, the Quaker, a character at that 
time well known as the projector of the conquest of 
Senegal. They arrived about dinner-time, and were 
received with such respect and good-breeding, that the 
Doctor joined in the conversation with much pleasantry 
and good-humour. He told several stories of his ac- 
quaintance with literary characters, and in particular re- 
peated the last part of his celebrated letter to Lord Ches- 

(1) [This and the eight following are from the European 
Magazine, edited at the time by Isaac Reed, Esq.] 
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terfield^ desiring to be dismissed from all further patron- 
age. Whilst ^' the feast of reason and the flow of soul '* 
was thus enjoying^ a gentleman of Lord Lansdowne*8 
acquaintance from London happened to arrive; but 
being too late for dinner^ his Lordship was making his 
apologies^ and added^ '^But you have lost a better thing 
than dinner^ in not being here time enough to hear Dr. 
Johnson repeat his charming letter to Lord Chesterfield^ 
though I dare say the Doctor will be kind enough to 
give it to us again." '^ Indeed, my Lord," says the Doc- 
tor (who began to growl the moment the subject was 
mentioned), " I will not : I told the story just for my 
own amusement, but I will not be dragged in as story- 
teller to a company." 

674. P<ymponiu8 Gauricus. 

Dr. Johnson had planned a book on the model of 
Robinson Crusoe. Pomponius Gauricus, a learned 
Neapolitan, who had dabbled in alchemy, &c., suddenly 
disappeared in the year 1530, and was heard of no 
more. The supposed life of this man the Doctor had 
resolved to write. ^' I will not," said he, ''shipwreck 
my hero on an uninhabited island, but wiU carry him 
up to the summit of San Pelegrini, the highest of the 
Apennines; where he shall be made his own bio- 
grapher, passing his time among the goat-herds," &c. 

675. Character ofJSoswelL 

Boswell was a man of excellent natural parts, on 
which he had engrafted a great deal of general know- 
ledge. His talents as a man of company were much 
heightened by his extreme cheerfulness and good na- 
ture. Mr. Burke said of him, that he had no merit in 
possessing that agreeable faculty, and that a man might 
as well assume to himself merit in possessing an excel- 
lent constitution. Mr. Boswell professed the Scotch 
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and the English law ; but bad never taken very great 
pains on the subject. His father^ Lord Auchinleck^ 
told him one day^ that it would cost him more trouble 
to hide his ignorance in these professions^ than to show 
his knowledge. This MfTBoswell owned he had found 
to be true. Society was his idol ; to that he sacrificed 
every thing : his eye glistened^ and his countenance 
brightened up^ when he saw the human face divine ; 
and that person must have been very fastidious indeed^ 
who did not return him the same compliment when he 
came into a room. Of his Life of Johnson, who can 
say too much^ or praise it too highly ? What is Plu- 
tarch's biography to his ? so minute, so appropriate, so 
dramatic. ^' How happy would the learned world have 
been," said the present acute' and elegantly minded 
Bishop of Hereford (*), " had Pericles, Plato, or Socrates 
possessed such a friend and companion as Mr. Boswell 
was to Doctor Johnson I " 

676. Johnsons Agility. 

A gentleman of Lichfield meeting the Doctor re- 
turning from a walk, inquired how far he had been ? 
The Doctor replied, he had gone round Mr. Levet's 
field (the place where the scholars play) in search of a 
rail that he used to jump over when a boy, ^' and," says 
the Doctor in a transport of joy, " I have been so for- 
tunate as to find it : I stood," said he, ^' gazing upon it 
some time with a degree of rapture, for it brought to 
my mind all my juvenile sports and pastimes, and at 
length I determined to try my skill and dexterity ; I 
laid aside my hat and wig, pulled of my coat, and leapt 
over it twice." Thus the great Dr. Johnson, only three 
years before his death, was, without hat, wig, or coat, 
jumping over a rail that he had used to fly over when 
a school-boy. 

Amongst those who were so intimate with Dr. Johnson 

(1) [The Rev. Dr. John Butler.] 
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as to have him occasionally an intimate in their families^ 
it is a well known fact that he would frequently descend 
from the contemplation of subjects the most profound 
imaginable to the most childish playfulness. It was no 
uncommon thing to see him hop^ step^ and jump ; he 
would often seat himself on the back of his chair^ and 
more than once has been known to propose a race on 
some grassplat adapted to the purpose. He was very 
intimate and much attached to Mr. John Payne^ once a 
bookseller in Paternoster Row^ and afterwards Chief 
Accountant of the Bank. Mr. Payne was of a very 
diminutive appearance^ and once when they were to- 
gether on a ^dsit with a friend at some distance from 
town^ Johnson in a gaiety of humour proposed to run 
a race with Mr. Payne — the proposal was accepted ; 
but^ before they had proceeded more than half of the in- 
tended distance, Johnson caught his little adversary up 
in his arms^ and without any ceremony placed him upon 
the arm of a tree which was near^ and then continued 
running as if he had met with a hard match. He after- 
wards returned with much exultation to release his friend 
from the no very pleasant situation in which he had left 
him. 

677. Boswelts Life of Johnson, 

Cowper, the poet, speaking of Bosweirs Life of 
Johnson, observed, that though it was so much abused, 
it presented the best portrait that had ever been given of 
the great English moralist; adding, that mankind would 
be gratified indeed, if some contemporary of Shakspeare 
and Milton had given the world such a history of those 
unrivalled poets. 

678. Party Heat, 
Doctor, afterwards Dean Maxwell, sitting in com- 
pany with Johnson, they were talking of the violence of 
parties, and what unwarrantable and insolent lengths 

VOL. X. L 



146 JOHNSONIANA. 

mobs will sometimes run into. ^' Why, yes, Sir^" says 
Johnson^ '^ they'll do any thing, no matter how odd^ or 
desperate^ to gain their point ; they'll catch hold of the 
red-hot end of a poker, sooner than not get possession 
of it." 

679. Rights of HospUality. 
Dr. Johnson, in his tour through North Wales, 
passed two days at the seat of Colonel Middleton of 
Gwynagag. While he remained there, the gardener 
caught a hare amidst some potatoe plants, and brought 
it to his master, then engaged in conversation with the 
Doctor. An order was given to carry it to the cook. As 
soon as Johnson heard this sentence, he begged to have 
the animal placed in his arms ; which was no sooner 
done, than approaching the window then half open, he 
restored the hare to her liberty, shouting after her to 
accelerate her speed. " What have you done ? " cried the 
Colonel ; *' why. Doctor, you have robbed my table of a 
delicacy, perhaps deprived us of a dinner." ^^ So much 
the better. Sir," replied the humane champion of a con- 
demned hare ; for if your table is to be supplied at the 
expense of the laws of hospitality, I envy not the ap« 
petite of him who eats it. This, Sir, is not a hare 
fercB ruitura, but one which had placed itself under your 
protection ; and savage indeed must be that man who 
does not make his hearth an asylum for the confiding 
stranger." 

680. CourU de Holcke. {}) 

In the year 1768, the king of Denmark visited Eng- 
land, and amongst the gentlemen of his suite was Count 
de Holcke, grand master of the wardrobe, a gentleman 
of considerable celebrity for polite learning and classical 
erudition ; this gentleman had heard much of Dr. John- 
son's literary fame, and was therefore anxious to see 

(1) [This and the two following are from the Monthly 
Magazine.] 
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him. Through the interest of Dr. Brockleshy^ he was 
enabled to pay Johnson a morning visit. They had a 
long conversation. Next day Count de Holcke dined 
with Lord Temple in PaU Mall^ where he met Mr. 
William Gerard Hamilton (commonly called Single- 
speech Hamilton)^ who^ knowing of his visit to Johnson^ 
asked him what he thought of the Doctor ? Holcke 
replied^ that of all the literary impostors and pedants he 
bad ever met with he thought Johnson the greatest — 
'* so shallow a fellow,'* he said, *' he had never seen ! " 

6Sl, A German Traveller's Interview with Johnson 

in 1768. (1) 

I am just returned from a visit to Samuel Johnson, 
the colossus of English literature, who combines pro- 
found knowledge with wit, and humour with serious 
wisdom, and whose exterior announces nothing of these 
quahties ; for in the proportions of his form are ex. 
actly those of the sturdy drayman. To this he alludes 
in his delineation of the Idler : " The diligence of an 
Idler is rapid and impetuous; as ponderous bodies, 
forced into velocity, move with violence proportionate 
to their weight." 

His manners are boorish ; and his eye cold as his 
raillery; never is it animated with a glance that betrays 
archness or acuteness ; he constantly seems to be, and 
not seldom he really is, absent and distracted. — He 
had invited Colman and me by letter, and forgot it. 
We surprised him, in the strictest sense of the word, at 
the country seat of Mr. Thrale, whose lady, a genteel 
agreeable Welshwoman, by way of amusement reads 
and translates Greek authors. Here Johnson lives and 
reigna (for he is fond of acting the dominator) as if he 
were in the midst of his own family. He received U8 
in a friendly manner, though a certain air of solemness 
and pomposity never left him, which is interwoven with 

(1) [See mt^y VoL IX. p. 17.] 
L 2 
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his manners as well as with his style. In conversation 
he rounds his periods, and speaks with a tone almost 
theatrical; but whatever he says becomes interesting 
by a certain peculiar character with which it is stamped. 
We spoke of the English langui^e ; and I remarked 
<^that it passed through its different epochs quicker 
than other languages : there is a greater difference," 
said I, '' between your present writers and the cele- 
brated dub of authors in the reign of Queen Ann than 
between the French of the present and the last century. 
They make incursions into foreign ground, and lavishly 
squander the easily acquired plunder ; for they follow 
not the counsel of Swift, to adopt, indeed, new words, 
but never after to reject them." *^ We conquer," inter- 
rupted me one of the guests, ^' new words in a fit of 
enthusiasm, and give them back again in cold blood, as 
we do our conquests on the making of peace." " But 
are you not," asked I, ^' thus losers with regard to pos- 
terity ? For your writings will be scarcely intelligible 
to the third succeeding generation." '' New words," 
replied Johnson, ''are well-earned riches. MTien a 
nation enlarges its stock of knowledge and acquires new 
ideas, it must necessarily have a suitable vesture for 
them. Foreign idioms, on the contrary, have been de- 
cried as dangerous ; and the critics daUy object to me 
my Latinisms, which, they say, alter the character of 
our language : but it is seriously my opinion, that every 
language must be servilely formed after the model of 
some one of the ancient, if we wish to give durability to 
our works." Do you not think that there is some truth 
in this sophistry ? A dead language, no longer subject 
to change, may well serve as a fit standard for a living 
one. It is an old sterling weight, according to which 
the value of the current coin is estimated. — '' The 
greatest confusion in languages," continued I, address, 
ing myself to Johnson, '' is caused by a kind of original 
geniuses, who invent their own Sanscrit, that they may 
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clothe their ideas in ho]y obscurity ; and yet we will- 
ingly listen to their oracular sayings^ and at length are 
ourselves infected with the disease." '^ Singularity," 
exclaimed one of the guests, ''is often a mark of 
genius." ''Then/' answered Johnson, "there eadst 
few greater geniuses than Wilton in Chelsea. (') His 
manner of writing is the most singular in the world ; 
for, since the last war, he writes with his feet." 

Colman spoke of the " Rehearsal," which was formerly 
80 much admired as a masterpiece ; but which nobody 
had patience now to read through. " There was too 
little salt in it to keep it sweet," said Johnson. Hume 
was mentioned. " Priestley," said I, " objects to this 
historian the frequent use of Gallicisms." " And I," 
said Johnson, " that his whole history is a Gallicism." 
Johnson eagerly seizes every opportunity of giving vent 
to his hatred against the Scots. Even in his Dictionary 
we find the following article : " Oats, a grain^ which 
in England is generally given to horses, but in Scotland 
supports the people." 

Not recollecting his edition of Shakspeare, which was 
60 far from answering the expectations of the critics, 
I unthinkingly and precipitately enough asked him, 
. '< which edition of that poet he most esteemed ?" 
" Eh ! " replied he with a smile ; " \ is what we call 
an unlucky question." 

I inquired after Boswell. Johnson seems to love 
him much ; he is sensible of, but forgives him, his en- 
thusiasm. Boswell is a fiery young man, who firmly 
believes in heroic virtue ; and who, in the intoxication 
of his heart, would have flown with equal ardour to 
Iceland as to Corsica, in pursuit of a demigod. 

You are acquainted with Johnson's works. The 
Rambler, the Idler ; London, a Satire ; and the ex- 
cellent Biography of Savi^e, are well known in Ger- 

(1) An old soldier, whose arms had been shot ofiPl 
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many. But we hear less in our country of Prince 
Rasselas^ a masterly^ cold^ political romance, as all of 
the kind are ; for a teacher of the art of govemment^ 
who, remote from^ and unpractised in^ .affairs, writes for 
kings, can spin out of his hrain a texture only of gene- 
ral principles. Irene, a tragedy hy Johnson, full of 
the finest speeches, was hissed, and is forgotten. 

This celebrated man had long to contend with po« 
verty ; for you must not imagine, that England always 
rewards her authors in proportion to the general admir- 
ation they excite. Often was he obliged to hide him- 
self in a cellar near Moorfields, to avoid being lodged in 
a room with an iron grate. In those days of adversity 
he wrote speeches worthy of a Demosthenes, for and 
against the most important questions agitated in Par- 
liament, which were published under the names of the 
real members. These speeches for a long time passed for 
genuine in the country ; and it is not generally known, 
that among them is the celebrated speech of Pitt, which 
he is said to have pronounced, when his youth was ob- 
jected to him, and which never so flowed from the 
mouth of Pitt. Johnson has now conducted the Pacto- 
lus into his garden. He enjoys a pension of three 
hundred pounds sterling, not to make speeches ; but, 
as the Opposition asserts, to induce him to remain 
silent. 

I forgot to tell you, that Johnson denies the anti- 
quity of Ossian. Macpherson is a native of Scotland ; 
and Johnson would rather suffer him to pass for a great 
poet than allow him to be an honest man. I am con- 
vinced of their authenticity. Macpherson showed me, 
in the presence of Alexander Dow, at least twelve par- 
cels of the manuscript of the Earse original. Some of 
these manuscripts seemed to be very old. Literati of 
my acquaintance, who understand the language^ have 
compared them with the translation; and we must 
either believe the absurdity, that Macpherson had like- 
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wise fabricated the Earse text, or no longer contend 
against evidence. Macpberson declaimed a few passages 
to me. The language sounded melodious enough, but 
solemnly plaintive and guttural, like the languages of 
all rude, uncultivated nations. 

682. Johnson in the Salisbury Stage. Q) 

In the year 1783 (says a correspondent), I went in 
the stage-coach from London to Salisbury. Upon enter- 
ing it, I perceived three gentlemen, one of whom strongly 
attracted my notice. He was a corpulent man, with a 
book in his hand, placed very near to his eyes. He had 
a large wig, which did not appear to have been combed 
for an age : his clothes were threadbare. On seating 
myself in the coach, he lifted up his eyes, and directed 
them towards me ; but in an instant they resumed their 
former employment. I was immediately struck with his 
resemblance to the print of Dr. Johnson, given as a 
frontispiece to the " Lives of the Poets ; " but how to 
gratify my curiosity I was at a loss. I thought, from 
all I had heard of Dr. Johnson, that I should discover 
him if, by any means, I could engage him in conversa- 
tion. The gentleman by the side of him remarked, 
" I wonder. Sir, that you can read in a coach which 
travels so swiftly: it would make my head ache." 
''Ay, Sir," replied he, ''books make some people's 
head ache." This appeared to me Johnsonian. I 
knew several persons with whom Dr. Johnson was well 
acquainted : this was another mode of trying how far 
my conjecture was right. '* Do you know Miss Han- 
nah More, Sir ? " " WeU, Sir : the best of all the 
female versifiers." This phraseology confirmed my 
former opinion. We now reached Hounslow, and were 

(1> [In August 1783, Johnson paid a visit to Mr. Bowles of 
Heale, near Salisbury. See ante, VoL VIII. p. 288.] 
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served with our breakfast. Having found that none of 
my travelling companions knew this gentleman^ I plainly 
put the question, '' May I take the liberty. Sir, to en- 
quire whether you be not Dr. Johnson ? ** " The same. 
Sir." " I am happy," replied I, ^^ to congratulate the 
learned world, that Dr. Johnson, whom the papers lately 
announced to be dangerously indisposed, is re-estabhshed 
in his health." ^* The civilest young man I ever met 
with in my life," was his answer. From that moment 
he became very gracious towards me, I was then pre- 
paring to go abroad ; and imagined that I could derive 
some useful information from a character so eminent 
for learning. '* What book of travels. Sir, would you 
advise me to read, previously to my setting off upon a 
tour to France and Italy ?" '* Why, Sir, as to France, 
I know no book worth a groat : and as to Italy, Baretti 
paints the fair side, and Sharp the foul ; die truth, 
perhaps, lies between the two." Every step which 
brought us nearer to Salisbury increased my pain, 
at the thought of leaving so interesting a fellow- 
traveller. I observed that, at dinner, he contented 
himself with water, as his beverage. I asked him, 
'^ Whether he had ever tasted humho ?" a West-Indian 
potation, which is neither more nor less than very strong 
punch. '^No, Sir," said he. I made some. He 
tasted ; and declared, that if ever he drank any thing 
else than water, it should be bumbo. When the sad 
moment of separation, at Salisbury, arrived, '^ Sir," said 
he, '' let me see you in London, upon your return to 
your native country. I am sorry that we must part. 
I have always looked upon it as the worst condition of 
man's destiny, that persons are so often torn asunder, just 
as they become happy in each other s society." 
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683. Knox on the Character of Johnson, Q) 

The illustrious character of Pierre de Comeille in- 
duced those who approached him to expect something 
in his manners^ address^ and conversation^ above the 
common level. They were disappointed; and^ in a 
thousand similar instances^ a similar disappointment has 
taken place. The friends of Comeille^ as was natural 
enough^ were uneasy at finding people express their 
disappointment after an interview with him. They 
wished him to appear as respectable when near as when 
at a distance ; in a personal intimacy^ as in the regions 
of fame. They took the liberty of mentioning to him 
his defects^ his awkward address^ his imgentlemanlike 
behaviour. Corneille heard the enumeration of his 
faults with great patience ; and, when it was concluded^ 
said with a smile^ and widi a just confidence in himself^ 
^' All this may be very true^ but, notwithstanding all 
this, I am still Pierre de Corneille." 

The numberless defects^ infirmities^ and faults which 
the friends of Dr. Johnson have brought to public light^ 
were chiefly what^ in less conspicuous men, would be 
passed over as foibles^ or excused as mere peccadilloes ; 
and, however his enemies may triumph in die exposure^ 
I think he might, if he were alive, imitate Corneille^ 
and say^ " Notwithstanding all this^ I am still Samuel 
Johnson." 

Few men could stand so fierce a trial as he has done. 
His gold has been put into the furnace, and, considering 
the violence of the fire and the frequent repetition of 
the process, the quantity of dross and alloy is incon. 
siderable. Let him be considered not absolutely, but 
comparatively; and let those who are disgusted with 
him ask themselves, whether their own characters, or 
those they most admire^ would not exhibit some de- 

(1 ) [This and the following are from " Winter Evenings ; or 
Lucubrations," by Dr. Vicesimus Knox.] 
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fonnity^ if they were to be analytsed with a minute and 
anxious curiosity. The private conversation of John- 
son^ the caprice of momentary ill-humour^ the weak- 
ness of disease^ the common infirmities of human nature, 
have been presented to the public without those alle- 
viating circumstances which probably attended them. 
And where is the man that has not foibles^ weaknesses, 
follies^ and defects of some kind ? And where is the 
man that has greater virtues, greater abilities, more 
useful labours, to put into the opposite scale against his 
defects than Johnson ? Time, however, will place him, 
notwithstanding all his errors and infirmities, high in 
the ranks of fame. Posterity will forgive his roughness 
of manner, his apparent superstition, and his prejudices; 
and will remember his Dictionary, his moral writings, 
his biography, his manly vigour of thought, his piety 
and his charity. They will make allowances for morbid 
melancholy ; for a life, a great part of which was spent 
in extreme indigence and labour, and the rest, by a 
sudden transition, in the midst of affluence, flattery, 
obsequiousness, submission, and universal renown. 

684. Knox on " Johnsons Prayers and Meditations,*' 

£very one had heard that Dr. Johnson was devout ; 
few entertained an adequate idea of his warmth and 
scrupulous regularity in the offices of devot'on, till the 
publication of his Prayers and Meditations. They 
exhibit him in a light in which he has seldom appeared 
to his readers. He usually puts on a garb of dignity 
and command. His Rambler is written in the style 
of authority. His Prefaces to the Poets are dicta- 
torial. The reader is easily induced to believe that 
pride is a striking feature in his character. But he no 
sooner opens the book of Prayers and Meditations, than 
he sees him in a state of true humility : no afFectation 
in the style : no words of unusual occurrence : every 
expression is such as is well adapted to a firail mortal. 
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however improved by art or favoured by nature, when 
he approaches the mercy-seat of the Almighty. The 
reader is thus^ in some degree^ gratified by observing a 
man^ who had always appeared to him as a superior 
mortal^ and exempt from human infirmities, feehng and 
acknowledging with all humility the common weaknesses 
of all human creatures. 

685. Fordyce on the Death and Character of 
Dr, Johnson, Q) 

It hath pleased thee^ Almighty Disposer^ to number 
with the silent dead a man of renown^ a master in 
Israel^ who had *' the tongue of the learned," and 
worshipped thee with fervour '^ in the land of the 
living." His was '* the pen of a ready writer." His 
was the happy power of communicating truth with 
clearness^ and inculcating virtue with energy ; of cloth- 
ing the gravest counsels in the attractive garb of enter- 
tainment, and adding dignity to the most obvious 
maxims of prudence. To him it was given to expose 
with just discrimination the follies of a frivolous age, 
and with honest zeal to reprobate its vices. 

This shining light raised up by thee, '^ the Father of 
lights," for the honour of thy name, and the benefit oif 
many, thou hast lately seen fit to remove. But blessed 
be thy Providence for continuing him so long. Blessed 
be thy Spirit that enriched him with those eminent 
gifts, and enabled him to render them useful. In his 
presence the infidel was awed^ the profane stood cor- 
rected, and the mouth of the swearer was stopped. In 
his discourse the majesty of genius impressed the at- 
tentive and unprejudiced with a reverence for wisdom ; 
the virtuous and the pious were encouraged by the ap- 
probation of superior discernment; and truths, that 
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1) [From ^ Addresses to the Deity,*' by James Fordyce, 
12mo. 1785.] 
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had lost the allurement of novelty, recovered their 
influence^ from the native hut peculiar force with which 
they were proposed. 

But <' what is man," O Lord ? or who among the 
sons of men can plead innocence hefore the Thrice 
Holy? When trouhle and anguish came upon thy 
aged servant, when ^' his sleep went from him," when 
in solemn recollection he ^^ communed with his own 
heart upon his hed," and examined himself in the view 
of his last and great account, he saw wherein he had 
offended. Then it was, that I heard him condemn, 
with holy self-ahasement, the pride of understanding 
hy which he had often trespassed against the laws of 
courteous demeanour, and forgotten the fallible con- 
dition of his nature. Then it was, that I heard him, 
with ingenuous freedom, commend the virtues of for- 
bearance and moderation in matters of belief, as more 
conformable to reason, and to the Gospel of thy Son, 
than he had long conceived. How deep was the con- 
trition which then penetrated his soul, in the re- 
membrance of his sins, and caused him to feel more 
strongly, what indeed he had ever acknowledged, that 
no extent of intellect, and no eminence of fame, can 
arm an awakened and reflecting mind against the fear 
of thy displeasure ! Let it be known that this man, 
after considering the uncertainty of Ufe, after studying 
the sanctity of thy law, after discovering more clearly 
the utter insufficiency of human attainments, and con- 
templating with ardent solicitude the stupendous and 
unspeakable importance of salvation, did with all the 
humility of faith cast himself on thine infinite mercy 
through Jesus Christ. But for the confirmation of the 
true believer, and to overthrow the delusive pretences 
and vain expectations of hypocrisy, let it be known 
also, that while he rested only on this foundation, he 
was unalterably assured it woidd support none but the 
penitent and upright, the devout and benevolent. 
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Whatever esteem or gratitude he deseryed from his 
countrymen^ for his diligence and skill in furthering the. 
knowledge of their native tongue^ in which they may 
study the Revelation of thy Will^ and find witiial so 
many treasures of useful truth and solid learning; 
littie^ alas! would that, or his other labours and abilities^ 
have availed him in the dread concluding hour^ if in his 
lifetime he had abused them to thy dishonour^ or neg- 
lected to secure thine acceptance by what is better than 
sU knowledge^ sagacity, or eloquence ; by veneration for 
thee, and charity to mankind. 

Father of spirits! if men without principle or feeling 
should exult, and say that his anxiety in the prospect of 
his latter end arose from the weakness and depression of 
disease ; I record it to the honour of thy service, that 
never were his faculties more vigorous or animated, 
never were his views more raised, or his words more 
emphatical, than in those moments when the consider- 
ation of thine immaculate purity, and of the alUdeciding 
trial, had full possession of his soul. Nor didst thou 
leave him to hopeless despondence. He knew in whom 
he trusted ; and thou gavest him to enjoy the re- 
collection of having long cherished an habitual reverence 
for thy Divine Majesty, and improved the talents he re- 
ceived at thy hand for the interests of tnith, and the 
enforcement of duty, '* in the midst of an evil and 
crooked generation." To thy goodness, O God, did he 
thankfully ascribe it, that he had never sought the 
praise of the rich by flattery, or of the licentious by 
imitating their manners, and prostituting his faculties 
to embolden vice or varnish profaneness. 

But if this man boasted not that he was righteous, if 
he reUed not on any virtue which he had practised, if 
he earnestiy suppUcated forgiveness through the merits 
of his Saviour alone, and left behind him in his latest 
deed an open testimony of his repentance and his faith; 
where shall the ungodly and the presumptuous appear ? 
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Will they lift up their heads "with joy in the day of 
judgment ? Will they challenge a reward at thy just 
tribunal ? Merciful Creator ! deliver them from their 
pride and impenitence. Show them the greatness of 
their error^ and lead them from themselves to the Re- 
deemer of the world for the remission of their sins. 

Let not such as were strangers to the piety and 
benevolence of thy departed servant^ censure too se- 
verely the partial or prejudiced opinions that sometimes 
contracted and unhappily obscured a mind otherwise 
comprehensive and enlightened. Teach them^ O Lord, 
more charitable allowance for mistakes hastily imbibed 
in the days of youth, and afterwards from the power of 
early prepossession, without consciousness of evil, fondly 
retained and vehemently defended. It may be that in 
him they were permitted by thy unerring Providence, to 
manifest more clearly the frailty of the wisest men, and 
to raise our minds from the defective patterns of ex. 
cellence here below, to thyself, the only standard of 
perfection. 

Whatever gifts adorned him were alone to be re- 
garded as emanations from thee, " from whom cometh 
down every good gift," every rational endowment, and 
exalted conception. But, Q thou great sun of soids! 
can I believe, that those emanations are extinguished in 
the dust? Can I believe, that he whose writings I 
have perused with delight and improvement, is himself 
perished in the gulf of annihilation ? Abhorred be the 
impious and unnatural thought ! When his mortal 
part, worn with watering and study, broken by suffering 
and age, yielded at last to the stroke that conquers the 
young, die prosperous, and the strong ; with what 
ecstasy would his never-dying spirit fly away, and kindle 
and flame as it approached nearer to thee, the fountain 
of light and intellectual being! With wliat friendly 
transports would the illuminated and holy inhabitants of 
heaven receive to their sublime society, a mind like his. 
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purified from every blemish^ and beaming with the 
radiance of wisdom ! I weep for joy to think^ that 
good men have from the beginning survived the ruins 
of corporeal nature ; that they will continue to exist 
when ages are lost in eternity ; that they will live for 
ever blessed in thy presence^ for ever dignified with thy 
friendship^ O thou King Eternal ! 

Wrapt by the exalting contemplation^ I rejoice more 
particularly in the permanent effulgence of those splen. 
did luminaries that have shone in long succession upon 
earthy darting the rays of knowledge and of virtue 
through different periods. I rejoice at the recollection, 
that those rays have not been quenched in the shades of 
death ; and that by thy good Providence we enjoy at 
this day the accumulated instruction of generations* 
Look with pity on the ignorant and the slothful ; who, 
having such " a price put into their hands, have not a 
heart to make use of it." Rouse them, I beseech thee, 
to a sense of their folly; and give them grace to redeem 
their past neglect, by their future diligence. 

I praise thee, the God of thy late servant, that 
" being dead he yet speaketh," in those lasting pro- 
ductions which abound with the purest morality : where 
the conclusions of experience are added to the re- 
searches of learning, and to the fruits of meditation ; 
where the secret recesses of the heart are explored, 
imagination is rendered ministerial to reason, and the 
reluctant passions compelled to acknowledge the claims 
of religion; where the conscious reader is turned inward 
upon himself, and blushes at the sight of his im- 
becility and guilt laid open before him with resistless 
evidence. Grant, O Lord, that we may profit by those 
severe but salutary instructions, and in the spirit of 
meekness learn from so able a teacher '^ the things that 
belong to our peace." Let not the graver dictates of 
his pen be lost in levity or forgetfulness. Nor yet let 
us rest with the transitory and ineffectual admiration of 
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truths when we heboid it embellished by his vivid wit 
and glowing fancy; but may we follow its guidance 
with faithfulness and pleasure ! 

686. Covoper on Johnson's Life o/Dr, Watts. (}) 

I have no objection in the world to your conveying a 
copy of my poems to Dr. Johnson; though I well 
know that one of his pointed sarcasms^ if he should 
happen to be displeased, would soon find its way into 
all companies, and spoil the sale. He writes^ indeed^ 
like a man that thinks a great deal^ and that sometimes 
thinks religiously : but report informs me^ that he has 
been severe enough in his animadversions upon Dr. 
Watts ; who was^ nevertheless, if I am in any degree a 
judge of verse^ a man of truly poetical ability; careless, 
indeed, for the most part, and inattentive too to those 
niceties which constitute elegance of expression, but 
fi^quently sublime in his conceptions, and masterly in 
his execution. Pope, I have heard, had placed him 
once in the " Dunciad ;" but, on being advised to read 
before he judged him, was convinced that he deserved 
other treatment, and thrust somebody's blockhead into 
the gap, whose name, consisting of a monosyllable, 
happened to fit it. Whatever faults, however, I may 
be chargeable with as a poet, I cannot accuse myself of 
negligence; I never suffer a line to pass till I have 
made it as good as I can ; and though my doctrines 
may offend this king of critics, he will not, I flatter 
myself, be disgusted by slovenly inaccuracy, either 
in the numbers, rhymes, or language. Let the rest 
take its chance. It is possible he may be pleased; 
and if he should, I shall have engaged on my side one 
of the best trumpeters in the kingdom. Let him only 
speak as favourably of me as he has spoken of Sir 

(1) [This and the three following are from Cowper's " Pri- 
vate Correspondence," 2 vols. 8vo. 1824.] 
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Richard Blackmore^ (who^ though he shines in his poem 
called ^^ Creslion/' has written more absurdities in verse 
than any writer of our country^) and my success will be 
secured. {Letter to Newton, Sept. 18. 1781.) 

I am glad to be undeceived respecting the opinion I 
had been erroneously led into on the subject of John- 
son's criticism on Watts. Nothing can be more 
judicious^ or more characteristic of a distinguishing 
taste^ than his observations upon that writer ; though I 
think him a little mistaken in his notion^ that divine 
subjects have never been poetically treated with success. 
A little more Christian knowledge and experience would 
perhaps enable him to discover excellent poetry^ upon 
spiritual themes^ in the aforesaid little Doctor. I per- 
fectly acquiesce in the propriety of sending Johnson a 
copy of my productions ; and I think it would be well 
to send it in our joint names^ accompanied with a 
handsome card^ and such an one as may predispose him 
to a favourable perusal of the book^ by coaxing him 
into a good temper ; for he is a great bear, with all his 
learning and penetration. (Letter to Newton, Oct. 4. 
1781.) 

687. Cowper on the " Lives of the Poets," 

Last night I made an end of reading Johnson's 
Prefaces. I am very much the biographer's humble 
admirer. His uncommon share of good sense^ and his 
forcible expression, secure to him that tribute from all 
his readers. He has a penetrating insight into character, 
and a happy talent of correcting the popular opinion 
upon all occasions where it is erroneous ; and this he 
does with the boldness of a man who will think for 
himself, but, at the same time, with a justness of senti- 
ment that convinces us he does not differ from others 
through affectation, but because he has a sounder judg- 
ment. This remark^ however, has his narrative for its 
object, rather than his critical performance. In the 

VOL. X. M 
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latter^ I do not think him always just^ when he departs 
from the general opinion. He finds no beauties in 
Milton's Lycidas. He pours contempt upon Prior^ to 
such a degree, that were he really as undeserving of 
notice as he represents him^ he ought no longer to be 
numbered among the poets. These^ indeed^ are the 
two capital instances in which he has o£Pended me. 
There are others less important^ in which I am less 
confident that he is wrong. (Letter to Untoin, March 
21. 1784.) 

6SS, Cowper'e Epitaph on Dr, Johneon. 

Here Johnson lies— a sage^ by all allow'd, 

Whom to haye bred may well make England proud; 

Whose prose was eloquence by wisdom taught, 

The graceful vehicle of virtue's thought ; 

Whose verse may claim, grave, masculine, and strong, 

Superior praise to the mere poet*s song ; 

Who many a noble gift from Heaven possessed. 

And faith at last — alone worth all the rest. 

Oh ! man immortal by a double prize. 

On earth by fam«, by favour in the skies ! 

689. Dr. King on Johnsons English. (}) 

It is a great defect in the education of our youth in 
both the Universities that they do not sufficiently apply 
themselves to the study of their mother tongue. By 
this means it happens, that some very learned men and 
polite scholars are not able to express themselves with 
propriety in common conversation, and that when they 
are discoursing on a subject which they understand per- 
fectly well. I have been acquainted with three persons 
only who spoke English with that eloquence and pro- 
priety, that if all they said had been immediately com- 
mitted to writings any judge of the English language 

(1) [From Dr. William King's « Anecdotes of his Own 
Times,* 8vo. 1819.] 
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would have pronounced it an excellent and very beauti- 
ful style — Atterbury^ the exiled bishop of Rochester; 
Dr. Gowerj provost of Worcester College ; and Samud 
Johnson. 

690. Crray on " London," 

" London ** is one of those few imitations that have 
all the ease and all the spirit of the original. The same 
man^s verses at the opening of Garrick's Theatre are 
far from bad. {Letter to Walpole,) 

69]* Richardson and Fielding, 
Gray was much pleased with an answer which Dr. 
Johnson once gave to a person on the different and com- 
parative merits of Fielding and Richardson. " Why, 
Sir^ Fielding could tell you what o'clock it was ; but^ as 
for Richardson^ he could make a clock or a watch." 
{Matthiases Gray,) 

6^, Johnson on Newton. 

One of the most sagacious men in this age^ who 
continues^ I hope^ to improve and adorn it, Samuel 
Johnson, remarked in my hearing, that if Newton had 
flourished in ancient Greece, he would have been wor- 
shipped as a divinity. How zealously then would he 
be adored, if his incomparable writings could be read 
and comprehended by the Pundits of Cashmere or 
Benares ! {Sir WiUiam Jones, 1785.) 

^693. Dugald Stewart <m the " Lives qf the Poets," (i) 
It is a melancholy fact with respect to artists of all 
classes ; — painters, poets, orators, and eloquent writers; 
— that a krge proportion of those who have evinced 
the soundest and die purest taste in their own pro- 
ductions, have yet appeared totally destitute of this 
power, when they have assumed the office of critics. 

(1) [From the Philosophical Essays.] 
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How is this to be accounted for^ but by the influence of 
bad passions (unsuspected^ probably^ by themselyes) in 
blinding or jaundicing their critical eye ? In truths it 
is only when the mind is perfectly serene^ that the de- 
cisions of taste can be relied on. In these nicest of 
all operations of the intellectual faculties^ where the 
grounds of judgment are often so shadowy and com- 
phcated^ the latent sources of error are numberless; 
and to guard against them^ it is necessary that no cir- 
cumstance^ however trifling, should occur^ either to dis- 
compose the feelings, or to mislead the understanding. 

Among our English poets^ who is more vigorous, 
correct, and polished^ than Dr. Johnson, in the few 
poetical compositions which he has left? Whatever 
may be thought of his claims to originality of genius, 
no person who reads his verses can deny, that he pos- 
sessed a sound taste in this species of composition ; and 
yet, how wayward and perverse, in many instances, are 
his decisions, when he sits in judgment on a political 
adversary, or when he treads on the ashes of a departed 
rival I To myself, (much as I admire his great and 
various merits, both as a critic and a writer,) human 
nature never appears in a more humiliating form, than 
when I read his " Lives of the Poets ;" a performance 
which exhibits a more faithful, expressive, and curious 
picture of the author than all the portraits attempted by 
his biographers ; and which, in this point of view, 
compensates Mly by the moral lesson it may suggest, for 
the critical errors which it sanctions. The errors, alas ! 
are not such as any one who has perused his imitation 
of Juvenal can place to the account of a bad taste ; but 
such as had their root in weaknesses which a noble 
mind would be still more unwilling to acknowledge. If 
these observations are well founded, they seem to render 
it somewhat doubtful, whether, in the different arts, the 
most successful adventurers are likely to prove, in 
matters of criticism, the safest guides ; although Pope 
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appears to have considercfd the censorial authority as 
their exclusive prerogative : — 

** Let such teach others, who themselves excel, 
And censure freely who have written well." 

694!. Byron on the *^ Vanity of Human Wishes" 
Read Johnson's '^ Vanity of Human "Wishes" — all 
the examples and mode of giving them suhlime^ as well 
as the latter part^ with the exception of an occasional 
couplet. I do not so much admire the opening. I re- 
member an observation of Sharp's (the Conversationist^ 
as he was called in London^ and a very clever man) 
that the first line of this poem was superfluous^ and 
that Pope (the best of poets^ as / think) would have 
begun at once^ only changing the punctuation — 

" Survey mankind from China to Peru." 

The former line, *^ Let observation/* &c. is certainly 
heavy and useless. But 't is a grand poem — and so 
true! — true as the tenth of Juvenal himself. The 
lapse of ages changes all things — time — language — 
the earth — the bounds of the sea — the stars of the 
sky, and every thing " about, around, and underneath" 
man, except man himelf, who has always been, and 
always will be, an unlucky rascal. The infinite variety 
of lives conduct but to death, and the infinity of wishes 
lead but to disappointment. {Life and Works, vol. v. 
p. G6,) 

695. Byron on the *^ Lives of the Poets.*' 

Johnson strips^many a leaf from every laurel. Still, 
his " Lives of the Poets" is the finest critical work 
extant, and can never be read without instruction and 
delight. The opinion of that truly great man, whom 
it is the present fashion to decry, will .ever be received 
by me with that deference which time will restore to 
him from all. {Ibid. vol. vi, p. 376.) 
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696. Sir Walter Scott on Johnson, 

Johnson's laborious and distinguished career ter- 
minated in 1784^ when virtue was deprived of a steady 
supporter^ society of a brilliant ornament^ and literature 
of a successful cultivator. The latter part of his life 
was honoured with general applause^ for none was more 
fortunate in obtaining and preserving the friendship of 
the wise and the worthy. Thus loved and venerated^ 
Johnson might have been pronounced happy. But 
Heaven^ in whose eyes strength is weakness^ permitted 
his faculties to be clouded occasionally with that morbid 
affection of the spirits^ which disgraced his talents by 
prejudices^ and his manners by rudeness. 

When we consider the rank which Dr. Johnson 
held^ not only in literature^ but in society, we cannot 
help figuring him to ourselves as the benevolent giant 
of some fairy tale, whose kindnesses and courtesies are 
still mingled with a part of the rugged ferocity imputed 
to the fabulous sons of Anak ; or rather, perhaps, like 
a Roman dictator, fetched from his farm^ whose wisdom 
and heroism still relished of his rustic occupation. And 
there were times when^ with all Johnson's wisdom^ and 
all his witj this rudeness of disposition, and tiie sacri. 
fices and submissions which he unsparingly exacted, 
were so great, tiiat even his kind and devoted admirer, 
Mrs. Thrale, seems at length to have thought that the 
honour of being Johnson's hostess was almost counter- 
balanced by the tax which he exacted on her time and 
patience. 

The cause of tiiose deficiencies in temper and man. 
ners, was no ignorance of what was fit to be done in 
society, or how far each individual ought to suppress 
his own wishes in favour of those with whom he asso* 
dates ; for, theoretically, no man understood the rules 
of good.breeding better than Dr. Johnson, or could act 
more exactly in conformity with them, when the high 
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Yank of thoBe with whom he was in company for thd 
time required that he should put the necessary coni 
straint upon himself. But^ during the greater part of 
his life^ he had been in a great measure a stranger to 
the higher society^ in which such restraint is necessary; 
and it may he fairiy presumed, that the indulgence of a 
Variety of little selfish peculiarities, Which it is the ob* 
Ject of good-breeding to suppress^ became thus familiai* 
to him. The consciousness of his own meiital supe-^ 
riority in most companies which he frequented^ con- 
tributed to his dogmatism ; and when he had attained 
his eminence as a dictator in literature, like other po- 
tentates, he was not averse to a display of his authority: 
resembling in this particular Swift, and one or two 
other men of genius, who have had the bad taste to 
imagine that their talents elevated them above observ- 
ance of the common rules of society. It must be also 
remarked, that in Johnson's time^ the literary society 
Of London was much more confined than at present, 
and that he sat the Jupiter of a little circle, sometimes 
indeed nodding approbation^ but always prompt, on the 
slightest contradiction, to launch the thunders of rebuke 
and sarcasm. He was, in a word, despotic, and des- 
potism will occasionally lead the best dispositions into 
unbecoming abuse of power. It is not likely that any 
one will again enjoy, or have an opportunity of abusing, 
the singular degree of submission which was rendered 
to Johnson by all around him. The unreserved com- 
munications of friends, rathet than the spleen of ene- 
mies, have occasioned his character being exposed in 
all its shadows, as well as its lights. But those^ when 
summed and counted, amount only to a few narrow-' 
minded prejudices concerning (Country and party, from 
which few ardent tempers remain entirely free, an over- 
zeal in politics, which is an ordinary attribute of the 
British character, and some violences and solecisms in 
manners, which left his talents, morals, and benevolence, 
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alike unimpeachable. (^Miscellaneous Prose Works, 
voL iii. p. 267.) 

697* Sir James Mackintosh on Johnson. 

Dr. Johnson had a great influence on the taste and 
opinions of his age, not only by the popularity of his 
writings, but by that colloquial dictatorship which he 
exercised for thirty years in the literary circles of the 
capital. He was distinguished by vigorous understand- 
ing and inflexible integrity. His imagination was not 
more lively than was necessary to illustrate his maxims ; 
his attainments in science were inconsiderable^ and in 
learning, far from the first class; they chiefly con- 
sisted in that sort of knowledge which a powerful mind 
collects from miscellaneous reading, and various inter- 
course with mankind. From the refinements of abstruse 
speculation he was withheld partly, perhaps, by that 
repugnance to such subtleties which much experience 
often inspires, and partly also by a secret dread that 
they might disturb those prejudices in which his mind 
had found repose from the agitation of doubt. He was 
a most sagacious and severely pure judge of the actions 
and motives of men^ and he was tempted by frequent 
detection of imposture to indulge somewhat of that con- 
temptuous scepticism, respecting the sincerity of delicate 
and refined sentiments, which affected his whole cha- 
racter as a man and writer. 

In early youth he had resisted the most severe tests 
of probity. Neither the extreme poverty, nor the un- 
certain income, to which the virtue of so many men of 
letters has yielded, even in the slightest degree weak- 
ened his integrity, or lowered the dignity of his inde. 
pendence. His moral principles (if the language may 
be allowed) partook of die vigour of his understanding. 
He was conscientious, sincere, determined; and his 
pride was no more than a steady consciousness of 
superiority in the most valuable qualities of human 



MACKINTOSH. 169 

nature : his friendships were not only firm hut generous^ 
and tender heneath a rugged exterior : he wounded none 
of those feelings which the hahits of his hfe enahled 
him to estimate ; hut he had hecome too hardened hy 
serious distress not to contract some disregard for those 
minor delicacies^ which hecome so keenly susceptihle in 
a calm and prosperous fortune. 

He was a Tory, not without some propensities to- 
wards Jacohitism, and high churchman, with more at- 
tachment to ecclesiastical authority, and a splendid 
worship, than is quite consistent with the spirit of Pro. 
testantism. On these suhjects he never permitted him- 
self to douht, nor tolerated difference of opinion in 
others. The vigour of his understanding is no more 
to he estimated hy his opinions on suhjects where it was 
hound hy his prejudices, than the strength of a man*s 
hody hy the effects of a limh in fetters. 

His conversation, which was one of the most power- 
ful instruments of his extensive influence, was artificial, 
dogmatical, sententious, and poignant, adapted with the 
most admirahle versatility to every suhject as it arose, 
and distinguished hy an almost unparalleled power of 
serious repartee. He seems to have considered himself 
as a sort of coUoquial magistrate, who inflicted severe 
punishment from just policy. His course of life led 
him to treat those sensihilities, which such severity 
wounds, as fantastic and efleminate, and he entered 
society too late to acquire those habits of politeness 
which are a substitute for natural delicacy. 

As a man, then, Johnson had a masculine under- 
standing, clouded on important subjects by prejudice; a 
conscience pure beyond tiie ordinary measure of human 
virtue ; a heart full of rugged benevolence, and a dis- 
regard only for those feelings in controversy or in con- 
versation, of which he had not learnt the force, or 
which he thought himself obliged to wound. As a 
writer, he is memorable as one of those who effect a 
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change in the general style of a nation^ and have vigout 
enough to leave the stamp of their own peculiarities 
upon their langui^. 

In the progress of English Btyle> three periods may 
he easily distinguished. The first period extended 
from Sir Thomas More to Lord Clarendon. During 
great part of this period^ the style partook of the rude- 
ness and fluctuation of an unformed language^ in which 
use had not yet determined the words that were to be 
English. Writers had not yet discovered the combina- 
tion of words which best suits the original structure and 
immutable constitution of our language : where the 
terms were English^ the arrangement was Latin — the 
exclusive language of learnings and that in which every 
truth in science, and every model of elegance^ was con. 
templated by youth. For a century and a half^ ineffec- 
tual attempts were made to bend our vulgar tongue to 
the genius of the language supposed to be superior ; 
and the whole of this period^ though not without a 
eapricious mixture of coarse idiom, may be called the 
Latin^ or pedantic age^ of our style. 

In the second period^ which extended from the 
Restoration to the middle of the eighteenth century^ a 
series of writers appeared, of less genius indeed than 
their predecessors, but more successful in their experi- 
ments to discover the mode of writing most adapted to 
the genius of the language. About the same period 
that a similar change was effected in France by Pascal^ 
they began to banish from style learned as well as vulgar 
phraseology, and to confine themselves to the part of 
the language naturally used in general conversation by 
well-educated men. That middle region, which lies 
between vulgarity and pedantry^ remains commonly un- 
changed^ while both extremes are equally condemned to 
perpetual revolution. Those who select words from 
that permanent part of a language, and who arrange 
them according to its natural order^ have discovered the 
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true secret of rendering their writings permanent^ and 
of preserving that rank among the classical writers of 
their country^ which men of greater intellectual power 
have failed to attain. Of these writers^ whose language 
has not yet been slightly superannuated^ Cowley was 
probably the earliest^ as Dryden and Addison were as* 
suredly the greatest. 

The third period may be called the Rhetorical^ and is 
distinguished by the prevalence of a school of writers> 
of which Johnson was the founder. The fundamental 
character of the Rhetorical style is, that it employs un. 
disguised art^ where classical writers appear only to 
obey the impulse of a cultivated and adorned nature. 
As declamation is the fire of eloquence without its 8ul> 
stance^ so rhetoric consists in the forms of eloquence 
without its spirit. In the schools of the rhetorician^ 
every ornament of compodtion is made by a rule ; 
where ornaments are natural^ the feeling from which 
they springs if it be tempered^ performs the office of 
taste^ by regulating their number^ and adapting them to 
the occasion ; but those who fabricate them by rule^ 
without this natural regulator^ have no security against 
unseasonable and undistinguishing profusion. These 
writers have not the variety of nature, but the unifor- 
mity of a Dutch garden. 

As the English classical writers had been led by the 
nature of their subjects as well as the bent of thdf 
genius^ to cultivate a temperate elegance^ rather than to 
emulate the energy and grandeur of their less polished 
predecessors^ so Johnson and his followers^ in their 
attempt (which was partly successful) to impart more 
vigour and dignity to the general style^ receded so far 
from vulgarity as to lose all ease and variety^ and so 
exclusively preferred terms of Latin origin as to sacri<« 
fice all that part of the English language on which its 
peculiar character depends. With Latin words they 
attempted also the renewal of those inversions and invo<* 
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lutions which the syntax of that language allows^ hut 
which, after a vain effort of a century^ had heen ha- 
nished from ours. All their words were thrown into 
one mouldy and their periods came up in the same 
shape. As the mind of Johnson was rohust^ hut neither 
nimhle nor graceful^ so his style^ though sometimes 
significant^ nervous^ and even majestic, was void of all 
grace and ease^ and heing the most unlike of all styles 
to the natural effusion of a cultivated mind^ had the 
least pretensions to the praise of eloquence. During 
the period^ now near a close^ in which he was a favourite 
model, a stiff symmetry and tedious monotony succeeded 
to that various music with which the taste of Addison 
diversified his periods^ and to that natural imagery 
which the latter*s heautiful genius seemed with graceful 
negligence to scatter over his composition. They who 
had not fancy enough to he ornamental, sought to dis. 
tinguish themselves hy heing artificial; and, though 
there were some illustrious exceptions^ the general style 
had all those marks of corrupt taste which Johnson 
himself had so well satirised in his commendation of 
the prose of Dryden^ and of which he has admirahly 
represented the opposite in his excellent criticism on 
Addison. His earlier writings ahound most with ex- 
amples of these faults of style. Many of his Latin 
words in an English shape no imitator has ventured to 
adopt ; others have already dropped from the language^ 
and will soon he known only in Dictionaries. 

Some heaviness and weariness must he felt hy most 
readers at the perusal of essays on life and manners^ 
written like the ^^ Ramhler ;" hut it ought never to he 
forgotten, that the two most popular writers of the 
eighteenth century^ Addison and Johnson, were such 
efficacious teachers of virtue^ that their writings may he 
numhered among the causes which, in an important de- 
gree, have contrihuted to preserve and to improve the 
morality of the British nation. 
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His Dictionary^ though distinguished neither by the 
philosophy nor by the erudition which illustrate the 
origin and history of words^ is a noble monument of 
his powers and his literary knowledge^ and even of his 
industry, though it betrays frequent symptoms of that 
constitutional indolence which must have so often over, 
powered him in so immense a labour. 

Towards the end of his life^ when intercourse with the 
world had considerably softened his style^ he published 
his ^^ Lives of the English Poets," a work of which the 
subject insures popularity, and on which his fame 
probably now depends. He seems to have poured 
into it the miscellaneous information which he had 
collected, and the literary opinions which he had 
formed, during his long reign over the literature of 
London. The critical part has produced the warmest 
agitations of literary faction. The time may, perhaps^ 
now be arrived for an impartial estimate of its merits. 
Whenever understanding alone is sufficient for poetical 
criticism, the decisions of Johnson are generally right. 
But the beauties of poetry must be felt before their 
causes are investigated. There is a poetical sensibility 
which, in the progress of the mind, becomes as distinct 
a power as a musical ear or a picturesque eye. With- 
out a considerable degree of this sensibility, it is as vain 
for a man of the greatest understanding to speak of the 
higher beauties of poetry, as it is for a blind man to 
speak of colours. To adopt the warmest sentiments of 
poetry, to reaHse its boldest imagery, to yield to every 
impulse of enthusiasm, to submit to the illusions of 
fancy, to retire with the poet into his ideal worlds, were 
dispositions wholly foreign from the worldly sagacity and' 
stern shrewdness of Johnson .... If this unpoetical 
character be considered, if the force of prejudice be 
estimated, if we bear in mind that in this work of his 
old age we must expect to find him enamoured of every^ 
paradox which he had supported with brilliant sucoessj, 
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and that aa old man seldom wannly admires those 
works which have appeared since his sensibility has 
become sluggish^ and his literary system formed^ we 
shall be able to account for most of the unjust judg- 
ments of Johnson^ without recourse to any suppositions 
inconsistent with honesty and integrity. 

As in his judgment of life and character^ so in his 
criticism on poetry, he was a sort of Freethinker. He 
suspected the refined of affectation^ he r^ected the en- 
thusiastic as absurd, and he took it for granted that the 
mysterious was unintelligible. He came into the world 
when &e school of Dryden and Pope gave the law to 
English poetry. In that school he had himself learned 
to be a lofty and vigorous declaimer in harmonious 
verse; beyond that school his unforced admiration 
perhaps scarcely soared ; and his highest effort of critU 
cism was accordingly the noble panegyric on Dryden. 
His criticism owed its popularity as much to its defects 
as to its excellences. It was on a level with the ma- 
jority of readers — persons of good sense and informa- 
tion, but of no exquisite sensibility ; and to their minds 
it derived a false appearance of solidity frcnn that very 
narrowness which excluded those grander efforts of 
imagination to which Aristotle and Bacon confined the 
name of poetry. 

Among the victories gained by Milton^ one of the 
most signal is that which he obtained over all the pre- 
judices of Johnson, who was compelled to make a most 
vigorous, though evidently reluctant, effort to do justice 
to the fame and genius of the greatest of English poets. 
The alacrity with which he seeks every occasion to 
escape from this painful duty in observation upoa Mil- 
ton's Life and Minor Poems, sufficiently attest tiie irre- 
sistible power of ^' Paradise Lost." As he had no feel- 
ing of the lively and graceful, we must not wonder at 
his injustice to Prior. Some accidental impression, 
concurring with a long habit of indulging and venting 



JOHNSONIAN A. 175 

every singularity, seems necessary to account for his 
having forgotten that Swift was a wit. As the Seasons 
appeared during the susceptible part of Johnson's life, 
his admiration of Thompson prevailed over that ludi- 
crous prejudice which he professed against Scotland, 
perhaps because it was a Presbyterian country. His 
insensibility to the higher order of poetry, his dislike of 
a Whig university, and his scorn of a fantastic character, 
combined to produce that monstrous example of critictd 
injustice which he entitles the Life of Gray. 

Such is the character which may be bestowed on 
Johnson by those who fed a profound reverence for his 
virtues, and a respect approaching to admiration for his 
intellectual powers, widiout adopting his prejudices, or 
being insensible to his defects. (^Memoirs of Sir James 
Mackintosh, 1835, vol. ii. p. l66.) 

698. Johnson's Epitaph on Mr. Thrale. 

Of his departed friend (says Dr. Anderson), Johnson 
has given a true character in a Latin epitaph, inscribed 
on his monument in Streatham church. Besides the 
example of affecting gratitude which it records, it is pre- 
served here as an instance of the facility with which the 
heart of a friend finds topics of praise, to endear a 
worthy man to posterity, without falsehood or adulation. 
The morality of the conclusion is striking and instruc- 
tive : — 

<< In the same tomb lie interred his father, Ralph Thrale, a 
man of vigour and activity, and his only son, Henry, who died 
before his father, aged ten years. Thus a happy and opulent 
family, raised by the grandfather, and augmented by the father, 
became extinguished with the grandson. Go, reader ; and, re- 
flecting on the vicissitudes of| all [human a£&irs, meditate on 
eternity ! ** 
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Hie conditur quod reliquum est 

Hekrici Thrale, 

Qui res seu civiles, seu domesticas, ita egit, 

Ut vitam illi longiorem multi optarent ; 

Ita sacras, 

Ut quam brevem esset habiturus praescire videretur ; 

Simplex, apertus, sibique semper similis, 

Nihil ostentavit aut arte fictum aut cura 

Eiaboratum. 

In senatu, regi patriaeque 

Fideliter studuit ; 

Vulgi obstrepentis contemptor animosus, 

Domi inter mille mercaturae n^^tia 

Literarum elegantiam minime n^iexit. 

Amicis quocunque modo laborantibus 

Conciliis, auctoritate, muneribus, adfuit 

Inter famiiiares, comites, convivas, hospites, 

Tarn facili fuit morum suavitate 

Ut omnium animos ad se alliceret ; 

Tam felici sermonis libertate 

Ut nulli adulaCus, omnibus placeret. 

Natus 1724. Obiit 1781. 

Consortes tumuli habet Rodolphum patrem, strenuum 

Fortemque virum, et Henricum filium unicum, 

Quern spei parentum mors inopina decennem prasripuit. 

Ita 
Domus feliz et opulenta, quam erexit 

Avus, auxitque piier, cum nepote decidit 

Abi Viator ! 
£t vicibuB rerum humanarum perspectis, 
^temitatem cogita ! 

699. Johnson's Epitaph on his Father, Mother, and 

Brother. 

A few days before his death Johnson composed the 
following epitaph for his father, mother, and brother; 
and wrote to Mr. Green, of Lichfield, desiring that it 
might be " engraved on a stone^ deep, massy, and 
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hard^" laid on the exact place of interment^ in the 
middle aisle of St. Michael's church ; and hoped " it 
might he done while he was yet aUve." {}) 



XI. S. C 
Michael Johnson, 

Vlr impavidus, constans, animosus, periculorum immemor, la- 
borum patientissimus ; fiducia Christiana fortis, fervidusque, 
pater-familias apprime strenuus ; bibliopola admodum peritus ; 
mente et libris et negotiis ezoilta ; animo ita firmo, ut, rebus 
adversis diu conflicatus, nee sibi nee suis defuerit: lingua sic 
temperata, ut ei nihil quod aures, vel pias, vel castas laesisset, 
aut dolor, vel voluptas unquam expresserit. 

Natus Cubleise^ in agro Derbiensi, Anno 1656. 

Obiit 1731. 

Apposita est Sa&a, conjux. 

Antiqua Fobdobum gente oriunda ; quam domi sedulam, for 

paucis notaxn ; nulli molestam, mentis acumine et judicii sub- 

tilitate prsecellentem ; aliis multum, sibi parum indulgentem : 

iEtemitati semper attentam, omne fere virtutis nomen com- 
mendavit. 

Nata Nortoniae Regis, in agro Varyicensi, Anno 1669 ; 

Obiit 1759. 

Cum Nathanaele illorum filio, qui natus 1712, ciun vires et 
animi, et corporis multa pollicerentur, Anno 1737, vitam brevem 
pia morte finivit. 

700. Busts of Johnson and Crarrick in Lichfield 

Cathedral, 

In the Dean's consistory courts adjoining the south 
transept of the cathedral church of Lichfield, a hust has 
heen erected^ with the following inscription : — 

(1) [See ante, VoL VIII. p. 991.] 

VOL. X. N 
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The Friends of Samuel Johnson, LL.D.y 

A native of Lichfield, 

Erected this Monument, 

As a tribute of respect to the memory of 

A man of extensive learning, 

A distinguished moral writer, and a sincere Christian. 

He died the 13th of December, 1784, aged 75 years. 

Near it is a similar bust of Garrick^ erected by his 
relict^ after a design of the same artists^ Wyatt^ archi- 
tect^ and Westmacott^ sculptor^ with the following in- 
scription^ combining the deMerium chari conjugia, with 
Johnson's emphatic eulogy on the dramatic talents of 
his deceased friend : — 

Eva Maria, relict of David Garrick, Esq. 
caused this monument to be erected to the memory 

of her beloved husband; 

who died the 20th of January, 1779, aged 63 years. 

He had not only the amiable qualities of private life, 

but such astonishing dramatic talents, 

as too well verified the observation of his friend, 

« His death eclipsed the gaiety of nations, 

and impoverished the public stock of harmless pleasure.** 

701. Further Anecdotes of Johnson 8 Parents. 

Of Michael Johnson little is generally known^ beyond 
the fact that he was a tradesman at Lichfield ; and no 
attempt has hitherto been made to bring into one point 
the few particulars concerning him that He scattered 
through various volumes. Yet this would appear to be 
a mark of respect due^ if not to his own merits to that 
of his admirable son ; and in the hope that it may in. 
cite some one to undertake a more finished composition^ 
the subjoined outline of a memoir has been compiled. 

He was a native of Derbyshire; but of origin so ob- 
scure^ that Dr. Johnson once said to Boswell^ " J have 
great merit in being zealous for the honours of birth^ 
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for I can hardly tell who was my grandfather." He 
married^ at a somewhat advanced age^ one Sarah Ford^ 
by whom he had two sons ; but the period of his set- 
tling at Lichfield is doubtful^ though it certainly was 
some time prior to the close of the seventeenth century, 
as I find his name anno l6Sl, in a list of subscribers 
to a fund for recasting the bells of the Cathedral^ to. 
wards which he contributed 10^. In 1709 he was 
sherifi^ of the city ; and in the same year was bom his 
celebrated son^ whose baptism is thus recorded in the 
Register of St. Michaers Church : — 

" Sept 17. 1709, Samuel, son of Michael Johnson, Gent, 
baptized.". 

One of his godfathers was Dr. Swinfen^ a physician 
of the city. Three years after^ the baptism of his bro- 
ther is thus entered in the same Register : — 

« Oct. 14. 1712, Nathaniel, son of Mr. Michael Johnson, 
baptized.*' 

The circumstances of Michael Johnson appear to 
have been for many years extremely narrow ; but by 
untiring industry, he at length acquired some little pro- 
perty> which he lost by speculating in the manufacture 
of parchment^ and became a bankrupt in 17S1> while 
his son Samuel was at Oxford. The generous assistance 
which on this occasion he received from various quar- 
ters^ seems to prove that his character was held in great 
esteem. Dr. Johnson told Sir John Hawkins that^ 
amongst others^ Mr. Innys, bookseller of St. Paul's 
Church-yard, was a material friend ; '^ and this/' said 
he, " I consider as an obligation on me to be grateful 
to his descendants/' to whom he accordingly bequeathed 
200/. Soon after his insolvency took place, Michael 
died, and the sum of 20/. was aU that his son received 
from the produce of his efiects. 

It is a fact but little known, and which escaped the 

> N 2 
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industrious inquiry of Boswell^ that during the two 
years which he passed at home^ before proceeding to 
Oxford^ Dr. Johnson was engaged in learning his 
father's business. The *' Short Account of Lichfield^" 
1819> says that ^^ hooks of his binding are still extant 
in that city." It was at this period^ I presume^ that 
in a fit of pride he once refused obedience to his father^ 
who desired him to attend the book-stall at Uttoxeter 
market; in contrition for which, towards the dose of 
his life, (as he told the Rev. H. White,) he repaired 
to the spot, and stood for a considerable time bareheaded 
in the rain, by way of expiatory penance. 

Michael Johnson's practice of visiting the market 
towns of Staffordshire and the a(yoining counties, to 
dispose of his books, has already been mentioned. (}) 
The house at the corner of Sadler Street, Lichfield, 
in which Michael Johnson resided, and in which Samuel 
was bom, is still standing. Views of it occur in the 
Gentleman's Magazine, February, 1785 ; in the ''Short 
Account of Lichfield," above mentioned ; and in various 
other works. It was built by Michael Johnson on land 
belonging to the Corporation, in whose records there 
appears this entry, under date ISth July, 1708 : — 

** Agreed that Mr. MichaelJohnson, bookseller, have a lease 
of his encroachment of his house in Sadler Street and Women's 
Cheaping, for forty years, at 9a. 6d, per annum." 

Boswell has preserved the particulars of a proceeding, 
in which the bailiffs and citizens, to their great honour, 
on the expiration of a second lease in 1767^ resolved 
that it should be renewed to Dr. Johnson for |a further 
term of ninety years, at the old rent, and without pay- 
ment of any fine. 

After her husband's decease, Johnson's mother con- 
tinued the business, though of course on a more con- 

(1) SeeVoLI. p. 314. 
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tracted scale. Among the names of subscribers to the 
'' Harleian Miscellany/* there occurs that of '' Sarah 
Johnson, bookseller, in Lichfield." The humble na- 
ture of her establishment may be gathered from a pas- 
sage in Miss Seward's Correspondence, where she says 
of Lucy Porter, ^*from the age of twenty she boarded 
in Lichfield, with Dr. Johnson's mother, who still kept 
that bookseller's shop, by which her husband supplied 
the scanty means of existence. Meantime, Lucy kept 
the best company of our little city, but would make no 
engagement on market-days, lest granny, as she called 
Mrs. Johnson, should catch cold by serving in the shop. 
There Lucy Porter took her place, standing behind the 
counter, nor thought it a disgrace to thank a poor per- 
son who purchased from her a penny battledore." One 
of Lucy's brothers subsequently bequeathed her a hand- 
some property, with part of which she built herself a 
commodious house in Tamworth Street, Lichfield, where 
she ended her days, in January 1796> *ged 70 years, 
and lies buried in the Church of St. Chad. {GtnU 
Mag., Oct 1829.) 

702. Singular Misquotation, 
There is a curious error in Dr. Johnson's Dictionary 
which has not hitherto been noticed. It occurs in De- 
finition 13. of the verb " To sit," and pervades every 
edition that I have yet seen, even Mr. Todd's. ^^ Asses 
are ye that sit in judgement. Judges, v. 10." The 
verse is — ^^ Speak, ye that ride on white asses, ye that 
sit in judgment, and walk by the way." Were not Dr. 
Johnson's reverence for the Scriptures too well known 
to allow us to imagine that he would wilfully pervert 
them ; we might suppose that he, who gave the defini- 
tion of £xcise and Renegado, had intended^ by antici- 
pation, to express his opinion of the censure of his 
critics. 

M 3 
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Part XXXIII. 

JEUX D'ESPRIT ON JOHNSON'S BIO- 

GRAPHERS. 



No. L— LESSON IN BIOGRAPHY; 

OB, HOW TO WRITE THE LIFE OP ONe's FRIEND. 

An Extract from the Life of Dr. Pozz, in ten volumes fiUo, 
written by James Bozz, Esq^, who flourished with him near 
fifty years. 

By Alexander Chalmers, Esq. Q) 

We dined at the chop-house. Dr. Pozz was this day- 
very instructive. We talked of books. I mentioned 
the History of Tommy Trip, I paid it was a great 
work. Pozz. '^ Yes, Sir, it is a great work ; but. Sir, 
it is a great work relatively ; it was a great work to 
you when you was a little boy : but now. Sir, you are a 
great man, and Tommy Trip is a little boy." I felt 
somewhat hurt at this comparison, and I believe he per- 
ceived it ; for, as he was squeezing a lemon, he said, 
^^ Never be affronted at a comparison. I have been 
compared to many things, but I never was affronted. 
No, Sir, if they would call me a dog, and you a ca- 
nister tied to my tail, I would not be affronted." 

Cheered by diis kind mention of me, though in such 
a situation, I asked him what he thought of a friend of 

(1) Among the numerous parodies VLiidi jeux d^ esprit yrhich. 
Mr. Boswell's work produced, this pleasantry from the pen of 
Mr. Alexander Chalmers, which appeared in the periodical 
publications of the day, is worth preserving ; for it is not merely 
a good pleasantry, but a fair criticism of some of fhe lighter 
parts of the work. — C. 
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ours^ who was always making comparisons. Pozz. 
'^ Sir^ that fellow has a simile for every thing but him- 
self. I knew him when he kept a shop : he then made 
money^ Sir^ and now he makes comparisons. Sir^ he 
would say that you and I were two figs stuck together ; 
two figs in adhesion, Sir ; and then he would laugh." 
Bozz. '^ But have not some great writers determined 
that comparisons are now and then odious ? '* Pozz. 
^^ No, Sir, not odious in themselves, not odious as com- 
parisons ; the fellows who make them are odious. The 
Whigs make comparisons." 

We supped that evening at his house. I showed 
him some lines I had made upon a pair of breeches. 
Pozz. " Sir, the lines are good ; but where could you 
find such a subject in your country ? " Bozz. ^^ There- 
fore it is a proof of invention, which is a characteristic 
of poetry.'* Pozz. " Yes, Sir, but an invention which 
few of your countrymen can enjoy." I reflected after- 
wards on the depth of this remark : it affords a proof of 
that acuteness which he displayed in every branch 
of literature. I asked him if he approved of green 
spectacles } Pozz. " As to green spectacles. Sir, the 
question seems to be this : if I wore green spectacles, it 
would be because they assisted vision, or because I liked 
them. Now, Sir, if a man tells me he does not like 
green spectacles, and that they hurt his eyes, I would 
not compel him to wear them. No, Sir, I would 
dissuade him." A few months after, I consulted him 
again on this subject, and he honoured me with a letter, 
in which he gives the same opinion. It will be found 
in its proper place. Vol. VI. p. 2789. I have thought 
much on this subject, and must confess that in such 
matters a man ought to be a free moral agent. 

Next day I left town, and was absent for six weeks, 
three days, and seven hours, as I find by a memoran- 
dum in my journal. In this time I had only one 
letter from him, which is as follows : — 

V 4i 
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« TO JAMES BOZZ, ESQ. 

" Dear Sir, — My bowels have been very bad. Pray buy 
me some Turkey rhubarb, and bring with you a copy of your 
* Tour.* 

** Write to me soon, and write to me often. I am, dear Sir, 
yours, aflfectionately, Sam. Pozz." 

It would have been unpardonable to have omitted a 
letter like this^ in which we see so much of his 
great and illuminated mind. On my return to town^ 
we met again at the chop-house. We had much con- 
Tersation to-day: his wit flashed like lightning: indeed^ 
there is not one hour of my present life in which I do 
not profit by some of his viduable communications. 

We talked of wind. I said I knew many persons 
much distressed with that complaint. Poze. '^ Yes, Sir, 
when confined^ when pent up." I said I did not know 
that^ but I questioned if the Romans ever knew it. 
Pozz. ^^ Yes, Sir, the Romans knew it,'* Bozz. '' Livy 
does not mention it,'* Pozz. " No, Sir, Livy wrote 
History. Livy was not writing the Life of a Friend." 

On medical subjects his knowledge was immense. He 
told me of a friend of ours who had just been attacked 
by a most dreadful complaint : he had entirely lost the 
use of his limbs, so that he could neither stand nor walk, 
unless supported ; his speech was quite gone ; his eyes 
were much swollen^ and every vein distended^ yet his 
face was rather pale, and his extremities cold; his pulse 
beat 160 in a minute. I said, with tenderness^ that I 
would go and see him ; and, said I, '' Sir, I will take 
Dr. Bolus with me." Pozz. " No, Sir, don't go." I was 
startled, for J knew his compassionate heart, and 
earnestly asked why ? Pozz. ^* Sir, you don't know his 
disorder.'' Bozz. " Pray what is it ? " Pozz. " Sir, 
the man is — dead drunk I " This explanation threw 
me into a violent fit of laughter, in which he joined me, 
rolling about as he used to do when he enjoyed a joke ; 
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but he afterwards checked me. Pozz. ^^ Sir^ you ought 
not to laugh at what I said. Sir^ he who laughs at 
what another man says^ will soon learn to laugh at that 
other man. Sir^ you should laugh only at your own 
jokes ; you should laugh seldom." 

We talked of a friend of ours who was a very violent 
politician. I said I did not like his company. Pozz. 
*' No, Sir, he is not healthy ; he is sore. Sir ; his mind 
is ulcerated ; he has a political whitlow ; Sir, you can- 
not touch him without giving him pain. Sir, I would 
not talk politics with that man ; I would talk of 
cabbage and peas : Sir, I would ask him how he got 
his com in, and whether his wife was with child ; but 
I would not talk politics." Bozz. ^^ But perhaps. Sir, 
he would talk of nothing else." Pozz. " Then, Sir, it is 
plain what he would do." On my very earnestly in- 
quiring what that was. Dr. Pozz answered, '^ Sir, he 
would let it alone." 

I mentioned a tradesman who had lately set up his 
coach. Pozz, " He is right. Sir ; a man who would go 
on swimmingly cannot get too soon off his legs. That 
man keeps his coach. Now, Sir, a coach is better than 
a chaise. Sir — it is better than a chariot." Bozz. 
"Why, Sir?'' Pozz. " Sir, it wiU hold more." I 
begged he would repeat this, that I might remember 
it, and he complied with great good humour. " Dr. 
Pozz," said I, '^ you ought to keep a coach." Pozz. 
'^ Yes, Sir, I ought." Bozz. '^ But you do not, and 
that has often surprised me." Bozz. " Surprised you I 
There, Sir, is another prejudice of absurdity. Sir, you 
ought to be surprised at nothing. A man that has lived 
half your days ought to be above all surprise. Sir, it 
is a rule with me never to be surprised. It is mere 
ignorance ; you cannot guess why I do not keep a coach, 
and you are surprised. Now, Sir, if you did know, you 
would not be surprised." I said, tenderly, '* I hope, 
my dear Sir, you will let me know before I leave town." 
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Pozz. ^^ Yes, Sir^ you shall know now. You shall noi 
go to Mr. Wilkinsj and to Mr. Jenkins, and to Mr. 
Stuhbs, and say, why does not Pozz keep a coach ? J 
will tell you myself — Sir, I can't afford it." 
K We talked of drinking. I asked him whether, in 
the course of his long and valuahle life, he had not 
known some men who drank more than they could 
bear? Pozz. ^^Yes, Sir; and then. Sir, nobody could 
bear them. A man who is drunk. Sir, is a very foolish 
fellow." Bozz. '* But, Sir, as the poet says, ' he is 
devoid of all care.' " Pozz. ^' Yes, Sir, he cares for 
nobody ; he has none of the cares of life : he cannot be 
a merchant. Sir, for he cannot write his name ; he can- 
not be a politician. Sir, for he cannot talk ; he cannot 
be an artist. Sir, for he cannot see ; and yet. Sir, there 
is science in drinking." Bozz. '* I suppose you mean 
that a man ought to know what he drinks." Pozz. " No, 
Sir, to know what one drinks is nothing; but the 
science consists of three parts. Now, Sir, were I to 
drink wine, I should wish to know them all ; I should 
wish to know when I had too little, when I had enough, 
and when I had too much. There is our friend 
••••••• (mentioning a gentleman of our acquaint- 
ance) ; he knows when he has too little, and when he 
has too much, but he knows not when he has enough. 
Now, Sir, that is the science of drinking, to know when 
one has enough." 

We talked this day on a variety of topics, but I find 
very few memorandums in my journal. On small beer, 
he said it was flatulent liquor. He disapproved of those 
who deny the utility of absolute power, and seemed to be 
offended with a friend of ours who would always have 
his eggs poached. Sign-posts, he observed, had dege- 
nerated within his memory ; and he particularly found 
fault with the moral of the '^ Beggar's Opera.'* I en- 
deavoured to defend a work which had afibrded me so 
much pleasure, but could not master that strength of mind 
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with which he argued ; and it was with great satisfac- 
tion that he communicated to me afterwards a method 
of curing corns hy applying a piece of oiled silk. In 
the early history of the world, he preferred Sir Isaac 
Newton's Chronology ; but as they gave employment to 
useful artisans, he did not dislike the large buckles then 
coming into use. 

Next day we dined at the Mitre. I mentioned 
spirits, Pozz. " Sir, there is as much evidence for the 
existence of spirits as against it. You may not believe 
it, but you cannot deny it.'* I told him that my great 
grandmother once saw a spirit. He asked me to relate 
it, which I did very minutely, while he listened with 
profound attention. When I mentioned that the spirit 
once appeared in the shape of a shoulder of mutton, 
and another time in that of a tea-pot, he interrupted 
me : — Pozz. *' There, Sir, is the point ; the evidence 
is good, but the scheme is defective in consistency. We 
cannot deny that the spirit appeared in these shapes ; 
but then we cannot reconcile them. What has a tea- 
pot to do with a shoulder of mutton ? Neither is it a 
terrific object. There is nothing contemporaneous. 
Sir, these are objects which are not seen at the same 
time nor in the same place." ' Bozz. " I think. Sir, 
that old women in general are used to see ghosts." 
Pozz. " Yes, Sir, and their conversation is full of the 
subject : I would have an old woman to record such 
conversations ; their loquacity tends to minuteness." 

We talked of a person who had a very bad character. 
Pozz. ''Sir, he is a scoimdrel." Bozz. ''I hate a 
scoundrel.*' Pozz, " There you are wrong : don't hate 
scoundrels. Scoundrels, Sir, are useful. There are 
many things we cannot do without scoundrels. I would 
not choose to keep company with scoundrels, but some- 
thing may be got from them." Bozz. "Are not 
scoundrels generally fools ? " Pozz. " No, Sir, they are 
not A scoundrel must be a clever fellow ; he must know 
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many things of which a fool is ignorant. Any man may 
be a fool. I think a good book might be made out of 
scoundrels. I would have a Biographia Flagitiom, the 
Lives of Eminent Scoundrels, from the earliest accounts 
to the present day." I mentioned hanging : I thought 
it a very awkward situation. Pozz. " No, Sir^ hanging 
is not an awkward situation ; it is proper. Sir, that a 
man whose actions tend towards flagitious obliquity 
should appear perpendicular at last." I told him that I 
had lately been in company with some gentlemen, every 
one of whom could recollect some friend or other who 
had been hanged. Pozz. ^^ Yes, Sir, that is the easiest 
way. We know those who have been hanged ; we can 
recollect that : but we cannot number those who de- 
serve it ; it would not be decorous. Sir, in a mixed 
company. No, Sir, that is one of the few things which 
we are compelled to think.** 

Our regard for literary property Q) prevents our 
making a larger extract from the above important work. 
We have, however^ we hope, given such passages as will 
tend to impress our readers with a high idea of this vast 
undertaking. — Note by the Author. 

(1) This alludes to the jealousy about copyright, which 
Mr. Boswell carried so far that he actually printed separately, 
and entered at Stationers' Hall, Johnson's Letter to Lord Ches- 
terfield (ante. Vol. II. p. 7. )« and the Account of Johnson's 
Conversation with George III. at Buckingham House (Vol. 
III. p. 19.), to prevent his rivals making use of them. — > C. 
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No. II.— DR. JOHNSON'S GHOST. 

[From the Gentleman's Magazine, Vol Ivi p. 4S7.3 

* Twas at the solemn hour of night. 

When men and spirits meet, 
That Johnson, huge majestic sprite, 

Repair'd to Boswell's feet. 

His face was like the full-orb*d moon 

Wrapt in a threatening cloud. 
That bodes the tempest bursting soon. 

And winds that bluster loud. 

Terrific was his angry look, 

His pendent eyebrows frown'd ; 
Thrice in his hand he wav'd a book. 

Then dash'd it on the ground. 

** Behold," he cry'd, « perfidious man ! 
This object of my rage : 
Bethink thee of the sordid plan 
That formed this venal page. 

** Was it to make this base record, 
That you my friendship sought ; 
Thus to retain each vagrant word, 
Each imdigested thought ? 

« Dar*st thou pretend that, meaning praiie, 
Thou seek'st to raise my name ; 
When all thy babbling pen betrays 
But gives me churlish &me ? 

« Do readers in these annals trace 
The man that's wise and good ? 
No ! —rather one of savage raee, 
Illib'ral, fierce, and rude : 
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'* A traveller, whose discontent 
No kindness can appease ; 
Who finds for spleen perpetual vent 
In all he hears and sees : 

** One whose ingratitude displays 
The most ungracious guest ; 
Who hospitality repays 
With bitter, biting jest. 

** Ah ! would, as o'er the hills we sped. 
And climb*d the sterile rocks. 
Some vengeful stone had struck thee dead, 
Or steeple, spar'd by Knox ! 

<< Thy adulation now I see. 

And all its schemes unfold : 
Thy aVrice^ Boswell, cherished me, 
To turn me into gold. 

« So keepers guard the beasts they show, 
And for their wants provide ; 
Attend their steps where'er they go» 
And travel by their side. 

" O \ were it not that, deep and low, 

Beyond thy reach I'm laid. 

Rapacious Boswell had ere now 

Johnson a mummy made." 

He ceas d, and stalk'd from Boswell's sight 

With fierce indignant mien. 
Scornful as Ajax' sullen sprite 

By sage Ulysses seen. 

Dead paleness Boswell's cheek o'erspread, 
His limbs with horror shook ; 

With trembling haste he left his bed, 
And burnt his fatal book. 
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And thrice he call'd on Johnson's name, 

Forgiveness to implore ! 
Then thrice repeated — *< injured fame ! " 

And word — wrote never more. 



No. III.— A POSTHUMOUS WORK OF S. JOHN- 
SON. 

An Ode. April 15. 1786. 

By Georoe Colman, £8q. 

St. Paul's deep bell, from, stately tow'r, 
Had sounded once and twice the hour, 

Blue burnt the midnight taper ; 
Hags their dark spells o'er cauldron brew'd, 
While Sons of Ink their work pursu'd, 

Printing the Morning Paper. 

Say, Herald, Chronicle, or Post, 

Which then beheld great Johnson's Ghost, 

Grim, horrible, and squalid ? 
Compositors their letters dropt. 
Pressmen their groaning engine stopt, 

And Devils all grew pallid. 

Enough ! the Spectre cried ; Enough ! 
No more of your fugacious stufi^ 

Trite Anecdotes and Stories ; 
Rude Martyrs of Sam. Johnson's name. 
You rob him of his honest fame. 

And tarnish all his glories. 
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First in the futile tribe is seen 
TomTye&s in the Magazine, 

That teazer of Apollo ! 
With goose-quill he, like desperate knife, 
Slices, as Vauxhall beef, my life. 

And calls the town to swaUow. 

Ae cry once up, the Dogs of News, 
Who hunt for paragraphs the stews, 

Yelp out JOHNSONIANA ! 

Their nauseous praise but moves my bile, 
Like Tartar, Carduus, Camomile, 
Or Ipecacuanha. 

Next Bos WELL comes (for 't was my lot 
To find at last one honest Scot) 

With constitutional vivacity ; 
Tet garrulous, he tells too much, 
On fancied failings prone to touch, 

With sedulous loquacity. 

At length — Job's patience it would tire — 
Brew'd on my lees, comes Thrale*s Entire, 

Straining to draw my picture ; 
For She a common-place-book kqpt, 
Johnson at Streatham dined and slept. 

And who shall contradict her ? 

Thralb, lost 'mongst Fidlers and Sopranos, 
With them play Fortes and Pianos, 

Adagio and Allegro I 
I lov*d Thkalb's widow and Thiialk*8 wife ; 
But now, bdieve, to write my life 

rd rather trust my N^^. (1) 



• Hi* Uack senrant 
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I gave the Public works of merit, 
Written with vigour, fraught with spirit ; 

Applause crown'd all my labours : 
But thy delusive pages speak 
My palsied pow'rs, exhausted, weak, 

The scoflf of friends and neighbours. 

They speak me insolent and rude, 
Light, trivial, puerile, and crude. 

The child of Pride and Vanity; 
Poor Tuscan- like Improvisation 
Is but of English sense castration. 

And infantine inanity. 

Such idle rhymes, like Sybil's leaves, 
Kindly the scatt*ring wind receives ; 

The gath'rer proves a scorner. 
But hold ! I see the coming day ! 
— The Spectre said, and stalk*d away 

To sleep in Poet's Corner. 
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No. IV.— A POETICAL AND CONGRATULATORY 
EPISTLE TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

On his Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, with the celebrated 

Doctor Johnson ; 

By Peter Pindar, Esq. (i) 



O BoswELL, Bozzy, Bruce, whate'er thy name. 
Thou mighty shark for anecdote and fame; 
Thou jackall, leading lion Johnson forth, 
To eat M*Pherson 'midst his native North ; 

C(l) Dr. Wolcot, published in 1787.] 
VOL. X. 
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To frighten grave professors with his roar, 
And shake the Hebrides from shore to shore — 
All hail ! — At length, ambitious Thane, thy rage, 
To give one spark to Fame's bespangled page. 
Is amply gratified — a thousand eyes 
Survey thy books with rapture and surprise ! 
Loud, of thy Tour, a thousand tongues have spoken, 
And wondered — that thy bones were never broken ! 

Triumphant thou through Time's vast gulf shalt sail. 
The pilot of our literary whale ; 
Close to the classic Rambler shalt thou cling. 
Close as a supple courtier to a king ! 
Fate shall not shake thee off, with all its power. 
Stuck, like a bat to some old ivied tower/ 
Nay, though thy Johnson ne'er had blessed thy eyes, 
Paoli's deeds had raised thee to the skies ! 
Yes ! his broad wing had raised thee (no bad hack) 
A tom-tit, twittering on an eagle's back. 

Thou, curious scrapmonger, shalt live in song, 
When death hath still'd the rattle of thy tongue ; 
Even future babes to lisp thy name shall learn. 
And Bozzy join with Wood, and Tommy Hearn, 
Who drove the spiders from much prose and rhyme. 
And snatch'd old stories from the jaws of time. 

Sweet is thy page, I ween, that doth recite. 
How thou and Johnson, arm in arm, one night. 
Marched through fair Edinburgh's Factolian showers. 
Which Cloacina bountifully pours ; 

Those gracious showers, that, fraught with fragrance, flow, 
And gild, like gingerbread, the world below. 
How sweetly grumbled, too, was Sam's remark, 
" I smell you, master Bozzy, in the dark ! " 
Alas ! historians are confounded dull, 
A dim Boeotia reigns in every skull ; 
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Mere beasts of burden, broken-winded, slow, 
Heavy as dromedaries, on they go, 
Whilst thou, a Will-o'-wisp, art here, art there. 
Wild darting coruscations every where. 

What tasteless mouth can gape, what eye can close» 
What head can nod, o*er thy enlivening prose ? 
To others' works, the works of thi/ inditing 
Are downright diamonds, to the eyes of whiting. 
Think not I flatter thee, my flippant friend ; 
For well I know, that flattery would oflfend : 
Yet honest praise, I'm sure, thou wouldst not shun, 
Born with a stomach to digest a tun ! 
Who can refuse a smile, that reads thy page. 
Where surly Sam, inflamed with Tory rage, 
Nassau bescoundrels, and with anger big, 
Swears, Whigs are rogues, and every rogue a Whig ? 
Who will not, too, thy pen's minuti<B bless. 
That gives posterity the Rambler's dress ? 
Methinks I view his full, plain suit of brown, 
The large grey bushy wig, that graced his crown ; 
Black worsted stockings, little silver buckles ; 
And shirt, that had no rufiles for his knuckles. 
I mark the brown great-coat of cloth he wore. 
That two huge Patagonian pockets bore, 
Which Patagonians (wondrous to unfold!) 
Would fairly both his Dictionaries hold. 
I see the Rambler on a large bay mare. 
Just like a Centaur, every danger dare ; 
On a full gallop dash the yielding wind ; 
The colt and Bozzy scampering close behind. 

Of Lady Lochbuy with what glee we read. 
Who ofier'd Sam, for breakfast, cold sheep's head ; 
Who, press'd and worried by this dame so civil. 
Wished the sheep's head, and woman's at the devil. 

2 
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I see you sailing both in Buchan's pot — 
Now storming an old woman and her cot, 
Who, terrified at each tremendous shape, 
Deem'd you two demons, ready for a rape : 
I see all marvelling at M*Leod's together, 
On Sam's remarks on whey, and tanning leather : 
At Corrichatachin's the Lord knows how, 
I see thee, Bozzy, drunk as David's sow, 
And begging, with raised eyes and lengthen'd chin, 
Heaven not to damn thee for the deadly sin : 
I see, too, the stern moralist regale. 
And pen a Latin ode to Mrs. Thrale. 
I see, without a night-cap on his head. 
Rare sight! bald Sam, in the Pretender's bed : 
I hear (what's wondeiiful !) unsought by studying, 
His classic dissertation upon pudding : 
Of provost Jopp I mark the marvelling face, 
Who gave the Rambler's freedom with a grace : 
I see, too, travelling from the Isle of Egg, 
The humble servant of a horse's leg ; 
And Snip, the tailor, from the hh of Mucky 
Who stitch'd in Sky with tolerable luck : 
I see the horn, that drunkards must adore ; 
The horn, the mighty horn of Rorie More ; 
And bloody shields, that guarded hearts in quarrels. 
Now guard from rats the milk and butter barrels. 
Methinks, the Caledonian dame I see, 
Familiar sitting on the Rambler's knee, 
Charming, with kisses sweet, the chuckling sage ; 
Melting, with sweetest smiles, the frost of age ; 
Like Sol, who darts, at times, a cheer^ ray. 
O'er the wan visage of a winter's day. 
« Do it again, my dear," I hear Sam cry, 
** See, who first tires, (my charmer !) you or L" 
I see thee stuffing, with a hand uncouth, 
An old dried whiting in thy Johnson's mouth ; 
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And lo ! I see withall his might and main. 

Thy Johnson spit the whiting out again. 

Rare anecdotes ! *tis anecdotes like these, 

That bring thee glory, and the million please ! 

On these, shall future times delighted stare, 

Thou charming haberdasher of small ware ! 

Stewart and Robertson from thee shall learn 

The simple charms of history to discern : 

To thee, fair history's palm shall Livy yield, 

And Tacitus, to Bozzy leave the field ! 

Joe Miller*s self, whose page such fun provokes. 

Shall quit his shroud, to grin at Bozzy *s jokes ! 

How are we all with rapture touch'd, to see 

Where, when, and at what hour, you swallowed tea ; 

How, once, to grace this Asiatic treat. 

Came haddocks, which the Rambler could not eat ! 

Pleased, on thy book thy sovereign's eye-balls roll. 

Who loves a gossip's story from his soul ; 

Blessed with the memory of the Persian king (*), 

He every body knows, and every thing ; 

Who's dead, who's married, what poor girl, beguiled. 

Hath lost a paramour and found a child ; 

Which gardener hath most cabbages and peas, 

And which old woman hath most hives of bees ; 

Which farmer boasts the most prolific sows. 

Cocks, hens, geese, turkeys, goats, sheep, bulls, and cows ; 

Which barber best the ladies' locks can curl ; 

Which house in Windsor sells the finest purl ; 

Which chimney-sweep best beats in gold array. 

His brush and shovel, on the first of May ! 

Whose dancing dogs in rigadoons excel ; 

And whose the puppet show, that bears the bell : 

Which clever smith, the prettiest man-trap (s) makes 

To save from thieves the royal ducks and drakes, 

(') Cyru8. 

(S) His Siajettv hath planted a number of those trusty guardians around 
his park at Windsor, for the benefit of the public. 

3 
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The Guinea hens and peacocks with their eggs, 
And catch his loving subjects by the legs. 

! since the prince of gossips reads thy book. 
To what high honours may not Bozzy look ! 
The sunshine of his smile may soon be thine -~ 
Perchancei in converse thou may'st hear him shine. 
Perchance, to stamp thy merit through the nation, 
He begs of Johnson's Life, thy dedication ; 
Asks questions (1) of thee, O thou lucky elf, 
And kindly answers every one himself. 
Blessed with the classic learning of a college, 
Our king is not a miser in his knowledge : 
Nought in the storehouse of his brains turns musty : 
No razor-wit, for want of use, grows rusty ; 
Whatever his head suggests, whate'er he knows, 
Free as election beer from tubs it flows ! 

Yet, ah ! superior far ! — it boasts the merit 
Of never fuddling people >\vith the spirit ! 
Say, Bozzy, when, to bless our anxious sight, 
When shall thy volume (^) burst the gates of light 
O ! clothed in calf, ambitious brat, be born — 
Our kitchens, parlours, libraries adorn ! 
My fancy's keen anticipating eye 
A thousand charming anecdotes can ^y : 

1 read, I read of George (3) the learned display 
On Lowth's and Warburton's immortal fray: 
Of George, whose brain, if right the mark I hit, 
Forms one huge cyclopaedia of wit : 

(1) Just after Dr. Johnson had been honoured with an interview with a 
certain great personage, in the Queen's library at Buckingham House, he 
was interrogated by a Tiriend, concerning his reception, and his opinion of 
the royal intellect — " His Majesty seems to be possessed of much ^ood. 
nature, and much curiosity," replied the Doctor ; ** as for his fwe, it is far 
from contemptible. His Majesty, indeed, was nudttfarious in his questioiu s 
but, thank God, he answered them all himtelf.** 

(2), The life of Dr. Johnson. 

(3) His Majesty's commentary on that quarrel, in which the Bishop and 
the Doctor pelted one the other with dirt so gracefully, will be a treasure 
to the lovers of literature I Mr. B. hath as good as promised it to the pub* 
lie, and, we hope, means to keep his word. 
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That holds the wisdom of a thousand ages, 

And frightens all his workmen, and his pages ! 

O Bozzy, still thy tell-tale plan pursue : 

The world is wondrous fond of something new : 

And, let but Scandal's breath embalm the page, 

It lives a welcome guest from age to age. 

Not only say who breathes an arrant knave. 

But who hath sneaked a rascal to his grave : 

Make o*er his turf (in Virtue's cause) a rout. 

And, like a damned good Christian, pull him out. 

Without a fear on families harangue, 

Say who shall lose their ears, and who shall hang ; 

Thy brill^mt brain conjecture can supply. 

To charm through every leaf the eager eye. 

The blu&rStocking (i) society describe. 

And give thy comment on each joke and gibe : 

Tell what the women are, their wit, their quality, 

And dip them in thy streams of immortality ! 

, Let Lord Mac Donald threat thy breech to kick (S), 
And o'er thy shrinking shoulders shake his stick ; 
Treat with contempt the menace of this lord, 
*T is History's province, Bozzy, to record. 
Though Wilkes abuse thy brain, that airy null, 
And swear poor Johnson murdered by thy quill ; 
What's that to thee? Why, let the victim bleed — 
Thy end is answer'd, if the nation read. 
The fiddling km'ght (S), and tuneful Mrs. Thrale, 
Who frequent hobbed or nobbed with Sam, in ale, 

(1) A club, mostly composed of learned ladies, to which Mr. B. was ad- 
mitted. 

(2) A letter of severe remonstrance was sent to Mr. B., who in conse- 
quence omitted, in the second edition of his Journal, what is so generally 

E leasing to the public, vix. the scandalous passages relative to this no. 
leman. 

(3) Sir John Hawkins^ who (as well as Mrs. Thrale, now Madame Pioizi) 
threatens us with the Life of the late lexicographer. 

4 
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Snatch up the pen (as thirst of fame inspires !) 

To write his jokes and stories by their fires ; 

Then why not thou each joke and tale enrol. 

Who, like a watchful cat before a hole, 

Full twenty years (inflamed with letter'd pride) 

Didst mousing sit before Sam's mouth so wide, 

To catch as many scraps as thou wert able — 

A very Lazarus at the rich man's table ? 

What though against thee porters bounce the door (i), 

And bid thee hunt for secrets there no more ; 

With pen and ink so ready at thy coat, 

Exciseman-like, each syllable to note. 

That given to printer's devils (a precious load !) 

On wings of print comes flying all abroad ! 

Watch then the venal valets — smack the maids. 

And try with gold to make them rogues and jades]: 

Yet should their honesty thy bribes resent, 

Fly to thy fertile genius and invent : 

Like old Voltaire, who placed his greatest glory. 

In cooking up an entertaining story ; 

Who laugh'd at Truth, whene'er her simple tongue 

Would snatch amusement from a tale or song. 

O ! whilst amid the anecdotic mine, 
Tbou labourist iiard to bid thy hero shine. 
Run to Bolt Court(*), exert thy Curl-like soul. 
And fish for golden leaves from hole to hole : 
Find when he eat, and drank, and cough'd, and sneezed — 
Let all his motions in thy book be squeezed : 
On tales, however strange, impose thy claw ; 
Yes, let thy amber lick up every straw ; 

(1) Thig if literally true— Nobody is at home. Our great peojjle want 
the taste to relish Mr. Boswell's vehicles to Immortality. Though m Ix)n- 
don, poor Bozzy is in a desert. 

(2) In Fleet Street, where the Doctor lived and died. 



JEUX d'esPRIT. PETER PINDAR. 201 

Sam's nods, and winks, and laughs, will form a treat ; 
For all that breathes of Johnson must be great ! 

Bless*d be thy labours, most adventurous Bozzy, 
Bold rival of Sir John, and Dame Piozzi ; 
Heavens .' with what laurels shall thy head be crown*d ! 
A grove, a forest, shall thy ears surround ! 
Yes ! whilst the Rambler shall a comet blaze, 
And gild a world of darkness with his rays. 
Thee too, that world, with wonderment, shall hail, 
A lively, bouncing cracker at his tail ! 

Postscript. 

As Mr. Boswell's Journal has afforded such universal pleasure 
by the relation of minute incidents, and the great moralist's 
opim'on of men and things, during his northern tour ; it will 
be adding greatly to the anecdotical treasury, as well as 
making Mr. B. happy, to communicate part of a dialogue 
that took place between Dr. Johnson and the author of this 
Congratulatory Epistle, a few months before the Doctor*paid 
the great debt of nature. The Doctor was very cheerful on 
that day ; had on a black coat and waistcoat, a black plush 
pair of breeches, and black worsted stockings ; a handsome 
grey wig, a shirt, a muslin neckcloth, a black pair of buttons 
in his shirt sleeves, a pair of shoes ornamented with the very 
identical little buckles that accompanied the philosopher to the 
Hebrides ; his nails were very neatly pared, and his beard fresh 
shaved with a razor fabricated by the ingenious Mr. Savigny. 

P. p. Pray, Doctor, what is your opinion of Mr. Boswell's 
literary powers ? 

Johnsori' Sir, my opinion is, that whenever Bozzy expires, 
be will create no vacuum in the region of literature — be seems 
strongly affected by the cacoethes scribendis wishes to be thought 
a rara avis ; and in truth so he is — your knowledge in orni- 
thology. Sir, will easily discover to what species of bird I al- 
lude. [Here the Doctor sfiook his head and laughed,] 
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P. P. What think you, Sir, of his account of Cornea? — of 
his character of Faoli ? 

Johnson. Sir, he hath made a mountain of a wart. But 
Faoli has virtues. The account is a farrago of disgusting 
egotism and pompous inanity. 

P. P. I have heard it whispered, Doctor, that, should you 
die before him, Mr. B. means to write your life. 

Johnson, Sir, he cannot mean me so irreparable an injury. 
— Which of us shall die first, is only known to the great Dis- 
poser of events ; but were I sure that James Boswell would 
write my life, I do not know whether I would not anticipate 
the measure, by taking his» [Here he made three or four strides 
across the room, and returned to his chair with violent emotion.'\ 

P. P. I am afraid that he means to do you the favour. 

Johnson* He dares not — he would make a scarecrow of me. 
I give him liberty to fire his blunderbuss in his own face, but 
not to murder me. Sir, I heed not his auros €(pa. — Boswell 
write my life ! why the fellow possesses not abilities for writing 
the life of an ej^iemeron. 



No. V. — INSCRIPTION ON A CARICATURE 
OF JOHNSON AND MADAME PIOZZI, BY 
SAYERS. C) 

Madam (my debt to nature paid), 
I thought the grave with hallowed shade 

Would now protect my name : 
Yet there in vain I seek repose, 
My friends each little fiiult disclose. 

And murder Johnson's fame. 

First, Boswell, with officious care, 
Show*d me as men would show a bear, 
And call'd himself my friend ; 

(1) [From the European Magazine:! 
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Sir John with nonsense strew'd my hearse, 
And Courteney pester'd me with verse ; 
You torture without end. 

When Streatham spread its plenteous board, 
I open'd Learning's valued hoard. 

And as I feasted prosed. 
Good things I said, good things I eat, 
I gave you knowledge for your meat, 

And thought th* account was closed. 

If obligations still I owed. 

You sold each item to the crowd, 

I suffered by the tale : 
For God's sake. Madam, let me rest, 
Nor longer vex your quondam guest «— 

I'll pay you for your ale. 



Part XXXIV. 



BOSWELL, 

No. I. — Brief Memoir of Boswell^ by £dmond 

Malonb^ Esq. (}) 

James Boswell^ Esq. eldest son of Alexander Boswell^ 
Lord Auchinleck^ one of the judges in the supreme 
courts of session and justiciary in Scotland^ was bom 
at Edinburgh, October 29. 1740, and received his 

(1) [From Nichols's Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth 
Century, vol. ii. p. 400.] 
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first rudiments of education in that city. He after- 
wards studied Civil Law in the universities of Edinburgh 
and Glasgow. During his residence in these cities^ he 
acquired^ by the society of the English gentlemen who 
were students in the English colleges^ that remarkable 
predilection for their manners^ which neither the force 
of education^ nor the dulcedo of his natale solum, could 
ever eradicate. But his most intimate acquaintance at 
this period was the Rev. Mr. Temple, a worthy, learned, 
and pious divine, whose well- written character of Gray 
was inserted in Johnson's Life of that poet. Mr. Bos- 
well imbibed early the ambition of distinguishing him- 
self by his Uterary talents, and had the good fortune to 
obtain the patronage of the late Lord Somerville. This 
nobleman treated him with the most flattering kindness; 
and Mr. Boswell ever remembered with gratitude the 
friendship he so long enjoyed with this worthy peer. 
Having always entertained an exalted idea of the felicity 
of London, in the year 176*0 he visited that capital; in 
the manners and amusements of which he found so 
much that was congenial to his own taste and feelings, 
that it became ever after his favourite residence, whither 
he always returned from his estate in Scotland, and from 
his various rambles in various parts of Europe, with in- 
creasing eagerness and deUght ; and we find him, nearly 
twenty years afterwards^ condemning Scotland as too 
narrow a sphere, and wishing to make his chief residence 
in London^ which he calls the great scene of ambition, 
instruction, and, comparatively, making his heaven upon 
earth. He was, doubtless, confirmed in this attachment 
to the metropolis by the strong predilection entertained 
towards it by his friend Dr. Johnson^ whose sentiments 
on this subject Mr. Boswell details in various parts of 
his Life of that great man ; and which are corroborated 
by every one^ in pursuit of literary and intellectual 
attainments, who has enjoyed but a taste of the rich 
feast which that city spreads before him. 
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The politeness^ affability^ and insinuating urbanity of 
manners^ which distinguished Mr. Boswell^ introduced 
him into the company of many eminent and learned 
men^ whose acquaintance and friendship he cultivated 
with the greatest assiduity. In truths the esteem and 
approbation of learned men seems to have been one chief 
object of his literary ambition ; and we find him so 
successful in pursuing his end^ that he enumerated some 
of the greatest men in Scotland among his friends even 
before he left it for the first time. Notwithstanding 
Mr. Boswell by his education was intended for the bar^ 
yet he was himself earnestly bent at this period upon 
obtaining a commission in the Guards^ and solicited 
Lord Auchinleck's acquiescence; but returned^ how> 
ever, by his desire, into Scotland, where he received a 
regular course of instruction in the Law, and passed his 
trials as a civilian at Edinburgh. Still, however, am- 
bitious of displaying himself as one of '^ the manly 
heart who guard the fair," he revisited London a 
second time in I762 ; and, various occurrences delay- 
ing the purchase of a commission, he was at length 
persuaded by Lord Auchinleck to relinquish his pursuit, 
and become an advocate at the Scotch bar. In com- 
pliance, therefore, with his father's wishes, he consented 
to go to Utrecht the ensuing winter, to hear the lectures 
of an excellent civilian in that university ; after which 
he had permission to make his grand tour of Europe. 

In 1762 Mr. BosweU published the little poem, entitled 
" The Club at Newmarket, a Tale," and the next year 
may be considered the most important epocha in his 
life, as he had the singular felicity to be introduced to 
Dr. Johnson. This event, so auspicious for Mr. Bos- 
well, and so fortunate for the literary world, happened 
on May 16*. 176*3. Having afterwards continued one 
winter at Utrecht, during which time he visited several 
parts of the Netherlands, he commenced his projected 
travels. Passing from Utrecht into Germany, he pur- 
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sued his route through Switzerland to Geneva ; whence 
he crossed the Alps into Italy : having visited on his 
journey Voltaire at Femey^ and Rousseau in the wilds 
of Neufchatel. Mr. Boswell continued some time in 
Italy, where he met and associated with Lord Mount. 
Stuart, to whom he afterwards dedicated his Theses 
J'uridica, 

Having visited the most remarkahle cities in Italy^ 
Mr. Boswell sailed to Corsica^ travelled over every part 
of that island^ and obtained the friendship of the illus- 
trious Pasquale de Paoli, in whose palace he resided 
during his stay at Corsica. He afterwards went to 
Paris, whence he returned to Scotland in 1766, and 
soon after became an advocate at the Scotch bar. The 
celebrated Douglas cause was at that time a subject of 
general discussion. Mr. Boswell published the ^^ Essence 
of the Douglas Cause ; " a pamphlet which contributed 
to procure Mr. Douglas the popularity which he at that 
time possessed. 

In 1768, Mr. Boswell obliged the world by his 
*' Account of Corsica, with Memoirs of General Paoli." 
Of this printed performance Dr. Johnson thus expresses 
himself : '' Your Journal is curious and delightful. I 
know not whether I could name any narrative by which 
curiosity is better excited or better gratified." This 
book was received with extraordinary approbation, and 
has been translated into the German, Dutch, Italian, 
and French languages. In the following winter, the 
theatre-royal at Edinburgh, hitherto restrained by party- 
spirit, was opened. On this occasion Mr. Boswell was 
solicited by David Ross, Esq. to write a prologue. 
The effect of this prologue upon the audience was 
highly flattering to the author, and beneficial to the 
manager, as it secured to the latter, by the annihilation 
of the opposition which had been till that time too suc- 
cessfully exerted against him, the uninterrupted pos- 
session of his patent, which he enjoyed tiU his death, 
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which happened in Septemher^ 1790* Mr. Boswell aU 
tended his funeral as chief mourner, and paid the last 
honours to a man with whom he had spent many a 
pleasant hour. — In 17^9, was celebrated at Stratford- 
on-Avon the Jubilee in honour of Shakspeare. Mr. 
Boswell, an enthusiastic admirer of the writings of our 
immortal bard^ and ever ready to partake of '^ the 
feast of reason and the flow of soul^" repaired thither, 
and appeared at the masquerade as an armed Corsican 
chief; a character he was eminently qualified to sup- 
port. 

This year Mr. Boswell was married to Miss Margaret 
Montgomery, a lady who, to the advantages of a polite 
education^ united admirable good sense and a brilliant 
understanding. She was daughter of David Montgomery, 
Esq. related to the illustrious family of Eglintoune, and 
representative of the ancient peerage of Lyle. The 
death of this amiable woman is recorded in the Gentle, 
man's Magazine for June, 1790 ; and Mr. Boswell 
honoured her memory with an affectionate tribute. 
She left him two sons and three daughters; who, to 
use Mr. Boswell's own words, ^^ if they inherit her 
good qualities, will have no reason to complain of their 
lot." Dos magna parentum virtus, — In 1782, Lord 
Auchinleck died. — In 1783, Mr. Boswell published his 
celebrated ^* Letter to the People of Scotland : " which 
is thus praised by Johnson in a letter to the author : 
" I am very much of your opinion * * • • ; your paper 
contains very considerable knowledge of history and 
the constitution, very properly produced and applied." 
Mr. Pitt, to whom Mr. Boswell communicated the pam- 
phlet, honoured it with his approbation. This first 
Letter was followed by a second, in which Mr. Boswell 
displayed his usual energy and political abilities. In 
1785, Mr. Boswell published '^ A Journal of a Tour 
to the Hebrides" with Dr. Johnson; which met a 
similar success to his entertaining account of Corsica. 
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This year Mr. Boswell removed to London^ and was 
soon after called to the English bar. 

But Mr. Boswell's professional business was inter- 
rupted by preparing his most celebrated work. '' The 
Life of Samuel Johnson^ LL.D." This was published 
in 179^9 and was received by the world with most 
extraordinary avidity. It is a faithful history of John- 
son's life^ and exhibits a most interesting picture of the 
character of that illustrious moralist^ deUueated with a 
masterly hand. The preparation of a second edition 
of this work was almost the last literary performance 
of Mr. Boswell ; though he was at the same time pre- 
paring a general answer to a letter from Dr. Samuel 
Parr^ in Gent. Mag. vol. Ixv. p. 179; iii which he 
proposed also briefly to notice the attacks of his more 
puny antagonists. He had also a design^ which was 
in some forwardness^ of publishing a quarto volume^ to 
be embellished with fine plates^ on the subject of the 
controversy occasioned by the Beggar's Opera ; and it 
is to be regretted^ that the public were not gratified with 
a perusal of what so good a judge of human nature 
would say on so curious a subject. With this particular 
view he had paid frequent visits to the then truly 
humane '' Governor- of Newgate," as he ordinarily 
styled Mr. Kirby. His death, unexpected by his 
friends, was a subject of universal regret; and his 
remains were carried to Auchinleck ; and the following 
inscription is engraved on his coffin-plate : — 

James Boswell, Esq., 

died 19th May, 1795, 

aged 55 years. 
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No. II. — Extracts from Boswell's Letters to 

Mb. Malone. 

\^3fr. Boswdfs letters to Mr. MtUone, written while the 
first edition of his Life of Johnson was passing through 
the press y afford so curious a view of his situation and 
state of mind at that period, that the Editor has gladly 
availed himself qf Mr, Upcott's permission to make 
some extracts from the MSS, in that gentleman* s col- 
lection,^ 

'' Dec. 4. 1790. Let me begin with myself. On 
the day after your departure^ that most friendly fellow 
Courtenay (begging the pardon of an M.P. for so free an 
epithet) caUed on me, and took my word and honour that^ 
till the 1st of March, my allowance of wine per diem 
should not exceed four good glasses at dinner, and a pint 
after it : and this I have kept, though I have dined with 
Jack Wilkes; at the London Tavern, after the launch 
of an Indiaman ; with dear £dwards^; Dilly ; at home 
with Courtenay ; Dr. Barrow ; at the mess of the Cold- 
stream ; at the Club ; at Warren Hastings's ; at Haw- 
kins the Cornish member's ; and at home with a colonel 
of the guards, &c. This regulation I assure you is of 
eesentiid advantage in many respects. The Magnum 
Opus advances. I have revised p. 21 6. The additions 
which I have received are a Spanish quotation from 
Mr, Cambridge Q) ; an account of Johnson at Warley 
Camp from Mr. Langton (^) ; and Johnson's letters to 
Mr. Hastings — three in all -^ one of them long and 
admirable ; but what sets the diamonds in pure gold of 
Ophir is a letter from Mr. Hastings to me, illustrating 

(1) [See ant^y Vol. VIII. p. 184.] 

(2) [See ant^. Vol. VII. p. 224.] 

VOL. it. p 
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them and their writer. Q) I had this day the honour of 
a long visit from the late governor-general of India. 
There is to he no more impeachment. But you will 
see his character nohly vindicated. Depend upon this. 
^^ And now for my friend. The appearance of 
Maloiie's Shakespeare on the !d9th Novemher was not 
attended with any external noise ; but I suppose no 
publication seized more speedily aad surely on the at- 
tention of those for whose critical taste it was chiefly 
intended. At the Club on Tuesday^ where I met ^r 
Joshua^ Dr. Warren, Lord Ossory^ Lord Palmerston, 
Windliim, and Burke in the chair, — Burke was so full 
of his anti- French revolution rage, and poured it out so 
copiously, that we had almost nothing else, lie^ how. 
ever, found time to praise the clearness and accuracy of 
your dramatic history ; and Windham found fault with 
you for not taking the profits of so laborious a work. 
Sir Joshua is pleased, though he would gladly have seen 
more disquisition — you understand me ! Mr. Daines 
Harrington is exceedingly gratified. He regrets that 
there should be a dryness between you and Steevens, as 
you have treated him with great respect. I understand 
that, in a short time, there will not be one of your books 
to be had for love or money.'' 

'^ Dec. 7* I dined last Saturday at Sir Joshua's with 
Mr. Burke, his lady, son, and niece. Lord Palmerston, 
Windham, Dr. Lawrence, Dr. Blagden, Dr. Burney, Sir 
Abraham Hume, Sir William Scott. I sat next to 
young Burke at dinner, who said to me^ that you had 
paid his father a very fine compliment. I mentioned 
Johnson, to sound if there was any objection. He 
made none. In the evening Burke told me he had read 
your Henry VI., with all its accompaniment, and it 
was ' exceedingly well done.' He left us for some 

(1> [See ant^f Vol. VIIL p. 38.] 
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tame ; I suppose on some of his cursed politics ;. but 
he returned — 1 at him again, and heard from his ^ps 
what^ believe me^ I delighted to hear^ and took care to 
write down soon after. * I have read his History of the 
Stage, which is a very capital piece of criticism and anti- 
agrorianism. I shall now read all Shakspeare through, 
in a very different manner from what I have yet done, 
when I have got such a commentator.' Will not this 
do for you, my friend ? Burke was admirable company 
all that day. He never once, I think, mentioned the 
French revolution^ and was easy with me, as in days 
qfoldr 

^* Dec. l6. I was sadly mortified at the Club on 
Tuesday, where I was in the chair, and on opening the 
box found three balls against General Burgoyne. Pre- 
sent, besides mot. Lord Ossory, Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
Sir Joseph Banks, Dr. Fordyce, Dr. Bumey, young 
Burke, Courtenay, Steevens, One of the balls, I do 
believe, was put into the no side by Fordyce by mis- 
take. You may guess who put in the other two. The 
Bishop of Carlisle and Dr. Blagden are put up. I 
doubt if the latter will be admitted, till Burgoyne gets 
in first. My work has met with a delay for a little 
while — not a whole day, however — by an unaccount- 
able neglect in having paper enough in readiness. I 
have now before me p. 256. My utmost wish is to 
come forth on Shrove Tuesday (8th March). * Wits 
are game cocks,' &c. Langton is in town, and dines 
with me to-morrow quietly, and revises his CoUec- 
tanea," (») 

" Jan. 18. 1791' I have been so disturbed by sad 
money-matters, that my mind has been quite fretful : 
500/. which 1 borrowed and lent to a first cousin, an 

(1) [See ante, Vol. VII. p. 350.] 
p 2 
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unlucky captain of an Indiaman^ were due on the 15tb 
to a merchant in the city. I could not possibly raise 
that sum^ and was apprehensive of being hardly used. 
He^ however^ indulged me with an allowance to make 
partial payments; 150/.. in two months^ 150/. in eight 
months^ and the remainder^ with the interests^ in 
eighteen months. How I am to manage I am at a loss^ 
and I know you cannot help me. So this^ upon my 
honour, is no hint. I am reaUy tempted to accept of 
the 1000/. for my Life of Johnson. Yet it would go 
to my heart to seU it at a price which I think much too 
low. Let me struggle and hope. I cannot be out on 
Shrove Tuesday, as T flattered myself. P. 376. of 
Vol. IL is ordered for press, and I expect another proof 
to-night. But I have yet near 200 pages of copy be- 
sides letters, and the death, which is not yet written. 
My second volume will, I see, be forty or fifty pages 
more than my first. Your absence is a woful want in 
all respects. You will, I dare say, perceive a diflTerence 
in the part which is revised only by myself, and in which 
many insertions will appear. My spirits are at present 
bad : but I will mention all I can recollect." 

" Jan. 29. 1791. ' You will find this a most de- 
sponding and disagreeable letter, for which I ask your 
pardon. But your vigour of mind and warmth of 
heart make your friendship of such consequence, that it 
is drawn upon like a bank. I have, for some weeks, had 
the most woful return of melancholy, insomuch that I 
have not only had no relish of any thing, but a con- 
tinual uneasiness, and all the prospect before me for the 
rest of life has seemed gloomy and hopeless. The state 
of my affairs is exceedingly embarrassed. I mentioned 
to you that the 500/. which I borrowed several years 
ago, and lent to a first cousin, an unfortunate India 
captain, must now be paid; 150/. on the 18th of 
March, 150/. on the 18th of October^ and 257/. 15«. Qd, 
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on the 18th of July^ 1792- This deht presses upon 
my mind^ and it is uncertain if I shall ever get a 
shilling of it again. The clear money on which I can 
reckon out of my estate is scarcely 900/. a year. What 
can I do ? My grave hrother urges me to quit London^ 
and live at my seat in the country ; where he thinks that 
I might be able to save so as gradually to relieve myself. 
But^ alas! I should be absolutely miserable. In the 
mean time^ such are my projects and sanguine expect- 
ations^ that you know I purchased an estate which was 
given long ago to a younger son of our family^ and came 
to be sold last autumn^ and paid for it 2500/. — 1500/. 
of which I borrow upon itself by a mortgage. But the 
remaining 1000/. I cannot conceive a possibility of 
raising, but by the mode of annuity ; which is^ I believe^ 
a very heavy disadvantage. I own it was imprudent in 
me to make a clear purchase at a time when I was sadly 
straitened ; but if I had missed the opportunity, it 
never again would have occurred^ and I should have 
been vexed to see an ancient appanage, a piece of, as 
it were, the flesh and blood of the family, in the hands 
of a stranger. And now that I have made the purchase, 
1 should feel myself quite despicable should I give it up. 
'' In this situation, then, my dear Sir, would it not 
be wise in me to accept of 1000 guineas for my Life 
of Johnson, supposing the person who made the offer 
should now stand to it, which I fear may not be the 
ease; for two volumes may be considered as a disad- 
vantageous circumstance ? Could I indeed raise 1 000/. 
upon the credit of the work, I should incline to game, 
as Sir Joshua says ; because it may produce double the 
money, though ^Steevens kindly tells me that I have 
over-printed, and that the curiosity about Johnson is 
now only in our own circle. Pray decide for me ; and 
if, as I suppose, you are for my taking the offer, inform 
me with whom I am to treat. In my present state of 
•pirits, I am all timidity. Your absence has been a 

p 3 
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severe stroke to me. I am at present quite at a loss 
what to do. Last week they gave me six sheets. I 
have DOW before me in proof p. 456. : yet I have above 
100 pages of my copy remaining, besides his deaihy 
which is yet to be written, and many insertions, were 
there room, as also seven-and. thirty letters, exclusive 
of twenty to Dr. Brocklesby, most of which will fur- 
nish only extracts. I am advised to extract several of 
those to others, andr leave out some ; for my first vo- 
lume makes only 516 pages, and to have 600 in the 
second will seem awkward, besides increasing the ex** 
pense considerably. The counseihr, indeed, has devised 
an ingenious way to thicken the first volume, by pre» 
fiaing the index. I have now desired to have but one 
compositor. Indeed, I go sluggishly and comfortlessly 
about my work. As I pass your door I cast many a 
longing look. 

^^ I am to cancel a leaf of the first volume, having 
found that though Sir Joshua certainly assured me he 
had no objection to my mentioning that Johnson wrote 
a dedication for him, he now thinks otherwise. In that 
leaf occurs the mention of Johnson having written Xo 
Dr. Leland, thanking the University of DuUin for their 
diploma. What shall I say as to it? I have also 
room to state shortly the anecdote of the college cook, 
which I beg you may get for me. I shall be vei^ 
anxious till I hear from you. 

'' Having harassed you with so much about myself^ 
I have left no room for any thing else. We had a nu- 
merous club on Tuesday : Fox in the chair, quoting 
Homer and Fielding, &c. to the astonishment of Jo. 
Warton ; who, with Langton and Seward, eat a plain 
bit with me, in my new house, last Saturday. Sir 
Joshua has put up Dr. Lawrence, who will be black- 
balled as sure as he exists. (^) 

^^ We dined on Wednesday at Sir Joshua*s; thirteen 

(1) [Dr. Lav^Tence was blackballedi and did not become a 
member of the Club till December 1802.] 
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without Miss p. Himself, Blagden, Batt^ [Lawrence,] 
£rsidne, LaHgton, Dr.Warton, Metcalfe, Dr. Lawrence, 
his brother, a clergyman. Sir Charles Banbury, myself." 

" Feb. 10. 1791. Yours of the 5th reached me 
yesterday. I instantly went to the Don, who pur. 
chased for you at the office of Hazard and Co. a half, 
stamped by government and warranted undrawn, of 
No. 4fS,15^. in the En^di State Lottery. I have 
marked on the back of it " £dmond, Henrietta, and Ca- 
therine Malone," and if Fortune will not favour those 
three united, I shall blame her. This half shall lie in 
my bureau with my one whole one, till you desire it 
to be placed elsewhere. The cost with registration is 
6/. 12«. 6d, A half is always proportionally dearer 
than a whole. I bought my ticket at Nicholson's the 
day before, and paid I6L 8«. for it. I did not look at 
the number, but sealed it up. In the evening a hand- 
bill was circulated by Nicholson, that a ticket the day 
before sold at his office for I6/. Ss. was drawn a prize 
of 50001, The number was mentioned in the hand-^ 
bill. I had resolved not to know what mine was till 
after the drawing of the lottery was finished, that I 
might not receive a sudden shock of blank ; but this 
luiexpected circumstance, which elated me by calculating 
that mine must certainly be one of 100, or at most 200 
sold by Nicholson the day before, made me look at the 
two ktst figures of it ; whidi, alas ! were 48, whereas those 
of the fortunate one were 33. I have remanded my 
tidcet to its secrecy. O ! coidd I but get a few thousands, 
what a difference woidd it make upon my state of mind, 
whidi is harassed by thinking of my debts. I am 
anxious to hear your determination as to my Magnum 
. Opus, I am very very unwilling to part vrith the pro- 
perty of it, and certainly would not, if I could but get 
credit for 1000/. for three or four years. Could you 
not assist me in that way, on the security of the book> 

p 4 
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and of an assignment to one half of my rents^ 700/. 
which^ upon my honour, are always due^ and would be 
forthcoming in case of my decease? I tot// not sell, till 
I have your answer as to this. 

" On Tuesday we had a Club of eleven — Lords 
Lucan (in the chair), Ossory, Macartney, Eliot, Bishop 
of Clonfert, young Burke, myself, Courtenay, Wind- 
ham, Sir Joshua, and Charles Fox, who takes to us 
exceedingly, and asked to have dinner a Uttle later ; so 
it was to be at half-past five. Burke had made great 
interest for his drum-major, and, would you beUeve it ? 
had not Courtenay and I been there, he would have 
been cbosen. 1 am strangely ill, and doubt if even yoa 
could dispel the demoniac influenee. I have now before 
me p. 488. in print : the 9^3 pages of the copy only is 
exhausted, and there remains 80, besides the death ; as 
to which I shall be concise, though solemn. Pray how 
shaU I wind up ? Shall I give the character from my 
Tour, somewhat enlarged ? " 

" London, Feb. 25. 1791. I have not seen Sir Joshua 
I think for a fortnight. I have been worse than you 
can possibly imagine, or I hope ever shall be able to 
imagine ; which no man can do without experiencing 
the malady. It has been for some time painful to me 
to be in company. I, however, am a little better, and 
to meet Sir Joshua to-day at dinner at Mr. Dance's, 
and shall tell him that he is to have good Irish claret 

** I am in a distressing perplexity how to decide as 
to the property of my book. You must know, that I 
am certainly informed that a certain person who delights 
in mischief has been depredating it, so that I fear the 
sale of it may be very dubious. Two quartos and two 
guineas sound in an alarming manner. I believe, in 
my present frame, I shoidd accept even of 500/. ; for I 
suspect that were I now to talk to Robinson, I should 
find him not disposed to give 1000/. Did he absolutely 
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fifftr it^ or did he only express himself so as that you 
concluded he would give it ? The pressing circumstance 
is^ that I must lay down 1000/. hy the 1st of May^ on 
account of the purchase of land, which my old family 
enthusiasm urged me to make. You^ I douht not^ 
have full confidence in my honesty. May I then ask 
you if you could venture to join with me in a bond for 
that sum, as then I would take my chance, and, as Sir 
Joshua says, game with my book ? Upon my honour^ 
your telling me that you cannot comply with what I 
propose will not in the least surprise me, or make any 
manner of difference as to my opinion of your friend- 
ship. I mean to ask Sir Joshua if he will join ; for 
indeed I should be vexed to sell my Magnum Opus for 
a great deal less than its intrinsic value. I meant to 
publish on Shrove Tuesday ; but if I can get out 
within the month of March I shall be satisfied. I have 
now, I think, four or five sheets to print, which will 
make my second volume about 575 pages. But I shall 
have more cancels. That nervous mortal W, G. H. (i) is 
not satisfied with my report of some particulars which 
I wrote down from his own mouth, and is so much agi- 
tated, that Courtenay has persuaded me to allow a new 
edition of them by H. himself to be made at H.'s ex- 
pense. Besides, it has occurred to me, that when I 
mention ** a literary fraud,'* by Rolt the^historian, in 
going to Dublin, and publishing Akenside's Pleasures 
of the Imagination, with his own name, I may not be 
able to authenticate it, as Johnson is dead, and he may 
have relations who may take it up as an offbnce, perhaps 
a libeL Courtenay suggests, that you may perhaps get 
intelligence whether it was true. The Bishop of Dro- 
more can probably teU, as he knows a great deal about 
Rolt. In case of doubt, should I not cancel the leaf> 
and either omit the curious anecdote or give it as a story 
which Johnson laughingly told as having circulated ? ** 

(1) [Single-speech Hamilton.] 
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^* March 8. I have before me your volunteer letter 
of February 24th^ and one of 5th current^ wbich^ if 
you have dated it rights has come with wonderful ex. 
pedition. You may be perfectly sure that I have not 
the smallest fault to find with your disinclination to 
come again under any pecuniary engagements for others^ 
after having suffered so much. Dilly proposes that he 
and Baldwin should each advance 200/. on the credit 
of my book ; and if they do so^ I shall manage well 
enough^ for I now find that I can have 600/. in Scot- 
land on the credit of my rents ; and thus I shall get the 
1000/. paid in May. 

'' You would observe some stupid lines on Mr. Buiice 
in the ' Oracle' bjf Mr. BosweU! I instantly wrote to 
Mr. Burke^ expressing my indignation at such imper. 
tinence^ and had next morning a most obHging answer. 
Sir William Scott told me I could have no legal redress. 
So I went civilly to Bell, and he promised to menti<»i 
handsomely that James Boswell, Esq. was not the author 
of the lines. The npte^ however^ on the subject was a 
second impertinence. But I can do nothing. I wish 
Fox^ in his bill upon libels^ would make a heavy penalty 
the consequence of forging any person's name to any 
composition^ which^ in resdity^ such a trick amounts to. 

" In the night between the last of February and first 
of this month, I had a sudden relief from the inex- 
plicable disorder, which occasionally clouds my mind 
and makes me miserable, and it is amazing how well I 
have been since. Your friendly admonition as to excess 
in wine has been often too applicable ; but upon this 
late occasion I erred on the other side. However, as 1 
am now free from my restriction to Ck)urtenay, I shall 
be much upon my guard ; for, to tell the truth, I did 
go too deep the day before yesterday; having dined 
with Michael Angelo Taylor, and then supped at the 
London Tavern with the stewards of the Humane Society, 
and continued till I know not what hour in the morn- 
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ing. John Nichols vfM joyous to a pitch of baccha- 
nalian vivacity. I am to dine with him next Monday; 
an excellent city party^ Alderman Curtis^ Deputy Birch^ 
&c. &c I rated him gently on his saying so little of 
your Shakspeare. (i) He is ready to receive more ample 
notice. You may depend on your having whatever 
reviews that mention you sent directly. Have I told 
you that Murphy has written " An Essay on the Life 
and Writings of Dr. Johnson^" to be prefixed to the 
new edition of his works ? He wrote it in a mouthy 
and has received 200/. for it. I am quite resolved now 
to keep the property of my Magnum Opus; and I 
flatter myself I shall not repent it 

" My title^ as we settled it^ is * The Life of Samuel 
Johnson, LL. D., comprehending an account of his 
studies and various works^ in chronological order, his 
conversations with many eminent persons, a series of 
his fetters to celebrated men, and several original pieces 
of his composition : the whole exhibiting a view of 
literature and literary men in Great Britain^ for near 
half a century, during which he flourished." It will be 
very kind if you will suggest what yet occurs. I hoped 
to have published to-day ; but it will be about a month 
yet before I launch." 

*' March 12. Being the depositary of your chance 
in the lottery, I am under the disagreeable necessity 
of communicating the bad news that it has been drawn 
a blank, I am very sorry, both on your account and 
that of your sisters, and my own ; for had your share 
of good fortune been 316*6/. ISe. 4</. I should have 
hoped for a loan to accommodate me. As it is, I shall, 
as I wrote to you, be enabled to weather my difficulties 
for some time : but I am still in great anxiety about 
die sale of my book, I find so many people shake their 

(1) [Viz. in the Gentleman's Magazine.] 
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heads at the two quartos and two guineas, Conrtenay 
is clear that I should sound Rohinson^ and accept of a 
thousand guineas^ if he ^ill give that sum. Meantime^ 
the title-page must be made as good as may be. It 
appears to me that mentioning his studies^ works^ con- 
versatiens^ and letters is not sufficient ; and I would sug> 
gest comprehending an account^ in chronological order^ 
of his studies, works, friendships, acquaintance^ and 
other particulars ; his conversations with eminent men ; 
a series of his letters to various persons ; also several 
original pieces of his composition never before published. 
The whole, &c. You will, probably, be able to assist 
me in expressing my idea, and arranging the parts. 
In the advertisement I intend to mention the letter to 
Lord Chesterfield, and perhaps the interview with the 
King, and the names of the correspondents in alpha- 
betical order. How should chronological order stand in 
the order of the members of my title ? I had at first 
** celebrated correspondents" which I don't like. How 
would it do to say *^ his conversations and epistolary 
correspondence with eminent (or celebrated) persons } " 
Shall it be '*rf(/fercn^ works," and "various particulars.^ " 
In short, it is difficult to decide. 

" Courtenay was with me this morning. What a 
mystery is his going on at all ! Yet he looks well, 
talks well, dresses well^ keeps his mare — in short is in 
all respects like a parliament man. Do you know that 
my bad spirits are returned upon me to a certain degree ; 
and such is the sickly fondness for change of place, and 
imagination of relief, that I sometimes think you are 
happier by being in Dublin, than one is in tbis great 
metropolis, where hardly any man cares for another. 
I am persuaded I should relish your Irish dinners very 
much. I have at last got chambers in the Temple, in 
the very staircase where Johnson lived ; and when my 
Magnum Opus is fairly launched, there shall I make a 
trial." 
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No. III. — iBoswELL IX Corsica. 

XThe "Journal of a Tour in Corsica in 1765," the 
work by which Boswell was first made known to the 
world of letters, is now but seldom met with. The 
high opinion which Johnson expressed of it has already 
beenrecorded (ante, Vol.III. p. 70.): ^' your Journal/* 
says he, " is in a very high degree curious and de- 
lightful; I know not whether I could name any nar» 
rative by which curiosity is better excited or better 
gratified /* and when we recollect, that at the time he 
wrote it Boswell was only in the twenty-fourth year 
of his age, it certainly appears very creditable to his 
literary attainments. We have, therefore, selected 
some of the most interesting and characteristic paS' 
sages of this neglected performance — concluding with 
those which bear a direct reference to the author's 
early intercourse with Johnson,"] 

BoswelFs object in visiting Corsica, 

Having resolved to pass some years abroad, for my 
instruction and entertainment, I conceived a design of 
visiting the island of Corsica. I wished for something 
more than just the common course of what is called the 
tour of Europe ; and Corsica occurred to me as a place 
which nobody else had seen, and where I should find what 
was to be seen no where else, a people actually fighting 
for liberty, and forming themselves from a poor, in- 
considerable, oppressed nation, into a flourishing and 
independent state. 

Barbary Corsairs. 

The only danger I saw in going to Corsica was, 
that I might be taken by some of the Barbary corsairs, 
and have a trial of slavery among the Turks at Algiers. 
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I spoke of it to commodore Harrison^ who commanded 
the British squadron in the Mediterranean^ and was 
then lying with his ship the Centurion^ in the hay of 
Leghorn. He assured me^ that if the Turks did take 
me^ they should not keep me long ; hut in order to 
prevent it, he waa so good as to grant me a very ample 
and particular pasaport ; and as it could he of no use 
if I did not meet the corsairs^ he said very pleasantly 
when he gave it me^ ^ I hope, Sir> it will he (^ no use 
to you/' 

Arrival in Corsica, 

We landed safely in the harhour of Centuri. I was 
directed to the house of Signor Antonio Antonetti at 
Morsiglia, ahout a mile up the country. The prospect 
of the moimtains covered with vines and olives was 
extremely agreeahle ; and the odour of the myrtle and 
other aromatic shrubs and flowers that grew all around 
me was very refreshing. As I walked along, I often 
saw Corsican peasants come suddenly out from the 
covert. They were all armed; even the man who 
carried my baggage was armed, and had I been timorous 
might have alarmed me. But he and I were very good 
company to each other. As it grew dusky, I repeated 
to myself these lines from a fine passage in Ariosto. 

« E pur per selve oscure e calli obliqui 
Insieme van, senza sospetto aversi.*' 

" Together through dark woods and winding ways 
They walk, nor on their hearts suspicion preys." 

Signor Antonetti received me with unaffected cor- 
diality, making an apology for my frugal entertainment, 
but assuring me of a hearty welcome. His true kindly 
hospitality was also shown in taking care of my servant, 
an honest Swiss, who loved to eat and drink well. I 
had formed a strange notion that I should see every 
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tiling in Corsica totally different from what I had seen 
in any other country. I was therefore much surprised 
to find Signor Antonetti's house quite an Italian one^ 
with very good furniture^ prints^ and copies of some of 
the famous pictures. In particular^ I was struck to 
find here a small copy from Raphael^ of St. Michael 
and the Dragon. There was no necessity fos its heing 
weU done. To see the thing at all was what surprised 
me. 

A Corsiean Sermon, 

The next day^ heing Sunday^ I accompanied Signor 
Antonetti and his family to hear mass in the parish 
churchy a very pretty little huilding^ about half a quarter 
of a mile off. The priest was to preach to us^ at which I 
was much pleased^ being very curious to hear a Corsican 
sermon. He did very well. His text was in the 
Psalms. ^' Descendunt ad infemum viventes. They 
go down alive into the pit." After endeavouring to 
move our passions with a description of the horrors of 
hell, he told us^ '^ Saint Catherine of Siena wished to 
be laid^on the mouth of this dreadful pit^ that she 
might stop it up^ so as no more unhappy souls should 
fall into it. I confess^ my brethern^ I have not the 
zeal of holy Saint Catherine. But I do what I can ; I 
warn you how to avoid it." He then gave us some 
good practical advices and concluded. 

A slight Mistake. 

At Pino I was cordially entertained at Signor To- 
masi's. Throughout all Corsica^ except in garrison 
towns^ there is hardly an inn. Before I was ac- 
customed to the Corsican hospitality^ I sometimes for- 
got myself J and imagining I was in a public house^ 
called for what 1 wanted^ with the tone which one uses 
in calling to the waiters at a tavern. I did so at Pino^ 
asking for a variety of things at once ; when Signora 
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Tomasi perceiving my mistake^ looked in my face and 
smiled^ saying with much calmness and good-nature^ 
'' Una cosa dopo un' altra^ Signore. One thing after 
another^ Sir/* 

Reflections in a Convent. 

For some time^ I had very curious travellings mostly 
on foots and attended hy a couple of stout women^ who 
carried my haggage upon their heads. Every time that 
I prepared to set out from a village^ I could not help 
laughings to see the good people eager to have my 
equipage in order^ and roaring out^ '^ Le donne^ le 
donne ! The women^ the women ! ** I had full leisure 
and the best opportunities to observe every thing. I 
was lodged sometimes in private houses^ sometimes in 
convents^ being always well recommended from place 
to place. The first convent in which I lay was at 
Canari. It appeared a little odd at first. But I 
soon learnt to repair to my dormitory as naturally 
as if I had been a friar for seven years. These con- 
vents were small decent buildings^ suited to the sober 
ideas of their pious inhabitants. The religious^ who 
devoutly endeavour to ^'walk with God," are often 
treated with raillery by those whom pleasure or busi- 
ness prevents from thinking of future and more exalted 
objects. A little experience of the serenity and peace 
of mind to be found in convents would be of use to 
temper the fire of men of the world. ' 

Monastic Inscription. 

At Corte I was very politely received, and was con- 
ducted to the Franciscan convent, where I got the 
apartment of Paoli, who was then some days' journey 
beyond the mountains, holding a court of syndicato at 
a village called SoUacaro. These fathers have no 
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library worth mentioning; but their conyent is large 
and well built. I looked about with great attention^ 
to see if I could 6nd any inscriptions ; but the only 
one I found was upon a certain useful edifice. 

** Sine necessitate hue non intrate. 
Quia necessaria sumus." 

A Studied^ rhyming^ Latin conceit marked upon such 
a place was truly ludicrous. 

Corsican Criminals. 

I went up to the castie of Corte. The commandant 
very civilly showed me every part of it. As I wished 
to see all things in Corsica, I desired to see even 
the unhappy criminals. There were then three in 
the castie^ a man for the murder of his wife ; a mar- 
ried lady who had hired one of her servants to strangle 
a woman of whom she was jealous ; and the servant 
who \ had actually perpetrated this barbarous action. 
They were brought out from their cells, that I might 
talk with them. The murderer of his wife had a stupid, 
hardened appearance, and told me he did it at the insti- 
gation of the devil. The servant was a poor despicable 
wretch. He had at first accused his mistress, but was 
afterwards prevailed with to deny his accusation, upon 
which he was put to the torture, by having lighted 
matches held between his fingers. This made him re- 
turn to what he had formerly said, so as to be a strong 
evidence against his mistress. His hands were so 
miserably scorched, that he was a piteous object. I 
asked him why he had committed such a crime; he 
said, ^^ Perche era senza spirito. Because I was with- 
out understanding." The lady seemed of a bold and 
resolute spirit. She spoke to me with great firmness, 
and denied her guilt, saying with a contemptuous smile, 
as she pointed to her servant, '^ They can force that 
creature to say what they please/* 

VOL. X. Q 
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Hangman of Corsica, 

The hangman of Corsica was a great curiosity. Bein^ 
held in the utmost detestation^ he durst not live like 
another inhabitant of the island. He was obliged to 
take refuge in the casde ; and there he was kept in a 
little comer turret^ where he had just room for a miser- 
able bed^ and a little bit of fire to dress such victuals for 
himself as were sufficient to keep him alive^ for nobody 
would have any intercourse with him^ but all turned 
their backs upon him. I went up and looked at him ; 
and a more dirty rueful spectacle I never beheld. He 
seemed sensible of his situation^ and held down his head 
like an abhorred outcast. It was a long time before 
they could get a hangman in Corsica^ so that the punisb- 
ment of the gallows was hardly known^ all their crimi- 
nals being shot. At last this creature whom I saw^ 
who is a Sicilian J came with a message to Paoli. The 
General^ who has a wonderful talent for physiognomy, 
on seeing the man, said immediately to some of the peo- 
ple about him, '^ Ecco il boia. Behold oar hangman." 
He gave orders to ask the man if he would accept of 
the office, and his answer was, '^ My grandfather was a 
iiangman ; my father was a hangman ; I have been a 
hangman myself, and am willing to continue so." He 
was therefore immediately put into office, and the igno- 
minious death dispensed by his hands hath had more 
effect than twenty q;xecutions by fire-'-arms. 

Great Seal of Corsica. 

When I had seen every thing about Corte, I pre- 
pared for ray journey over the mountains, that I might 
be with Paoli. The night before I set out, I recollected 
that I had forgotten to get a passport. After supper 
therefore the Prior walked with me to the house of the 
Great Chancellor, who ordered the passport to be made 
out immediately; and while his secretary was writing it^ 
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entertained me by reading to me some of the minutes 
/of the general consulta. When the passport was 
•finished^ and ready to have the seal put to it^ I was 
much pleased with a beautiful, simple incident. The 
Chancellor desired a little boy who was playing in the 
room by us to run to his mother^ and bring the great 
seal of the kingdom. I thought myself sitting in the 
house of a Cincinnatus. 

Next morning I set out in very good order^ having 
excellent mules^ and active^ clever Corsican guides. The 
worthy fathers of the convent^ who treated me in the 
kindest manner while 1 was their guest^ would also give 
me some provisions for my journey ; so they put up a 
gourd of their best wine^ and some delicious pome- 
granates. My Corsican guides appeared so hearty^ that 
1 often got down and walked along with them^ doing 
just what I saw them do. When we grew hungry, we 
threw stones among the thick branches of the chestnut 
trees which overshaded us, and in that manner we 
brought down a shower of chestnuts^ with which we filled 
our pockets, and went on eating them with great relish ; 
and when this made us thirsty, we lay down by the 
side of the first brook, put our mouths to the stream, 
and drank sufficiently. It was just being for a little 
while one of the ^^ prisca gens mortalium, the primitive 
race of men/' who ran about in the woods eating acorns 
and drinking water. 

Belief in the JPope. 

While I stopped to refresh my mules at a little vil- 
lage, the inhabitants came crowding about me as an 
ambassador going to their general. When they were 
informed of my country, a strong black fellow among 
them said, *' Inglese ! sono barbari ; non credono in 
Dio grande. English ! they are barbarians ; they don't 
believe in the great God." I told him, '^ Excuse me. 
Sir, we do believe in God, and in Jesus Christ toQ." 

Q 2 
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" Um," said he, '' e nel Papa ? And in the Pope ? " 
'^No.'* "E perche? And why?" This was a 
puzzling question in these circumstances; for theie 
was a great audience to the controversy. I thought I 
would try a method of my own, and very gravely re- 
plied, ^' Perche siamo troppo lontani. Because we are 
too far off/' A very new argument against the uni- 
versal infallihility of the Pope. It took, however ; 
for my opponent mused awhile, and then said, '^ Troppo 
lontano ! La Sicilia e tanto lontana che Tlnghilterra ; 
e in Sicilia si credono nel Papa. Too far off! Why 
Sicily is as far off as England. Yet in Sicily they be- 
lieve in the Pope." *' O," said I, ^' noi siamo died 
volte piu lontani che la Sicilia ! We are ten times 
farther off tiian Sicily." ^' Aha ! " said he ; and seemed 
quite satisfied. In this manner I got off very well. 
I question much whether any of the learned reasonings 
of our protestant divines would have had so good an 
effect. 

Boswelfs Harangue at Bastelica, 

My journey over the mountains was very entertain- 
ing. I passed some immense ridges and vast woods. 
I was in great health and spirits, and fully able to 
enter into tiie ideas of the brave rude men whom I 
found in all quarters. At Bastelica, where there is a 
stately spirited race of people, I had a large company 
to attend me in the convent. I liked to see their natural 
frankness and ease ; for why should men be afraid of 
their own species ? They came in making an easy bpw, 
placed themselves round the room where I was sitting, 
rested themselves on their muskets, and immediately 
entered into conversation with me. They talked very 
feelingly of the miseries that their country had endured, 
and^ complained that they were still but in a state of 
poverty. I happened at that time to have an unusual 
flow of spirits ; and as one who finds himself amongst 
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Utter strangers'in a distant country has no timidity^ I 
harangued the men of Bastelica with great fluency. I 
expatiated on the hravery of the Corsicans^ hy which 
they had purchased liherty^ the most valuahle of all 
possessions, and rendered themselves glorious over all 
£urope. Their poverty, I told them, might he reme- 
died hy a proper cultivation of their island, and hy 
engaging a Utde in commerce. But I hid them re- 
member, that they were much happier in their present 
state than in a state of refinement and vice, and that 
therefore they should beware of luxury. What I said 
had the good fortune to touch them, and sev^al of them 
repeated the same sentiments much better than I could 
do. 

First Interview with Paoli. 

When I at last came within sight of SoUacaro, where 
Paoli was, I could not help being under considerable 
anxiety. My ideas of him had been greatly heightened 
by the conversations I had held with all sorts of people 
in the island, they having represented him to me as 
something above humanity. I had the strongest desire 
to see so exalted a character ; but I feared that I should 
be unable to give a proper account why I had presumed 
to trouble him with a visit, and that I should sink to 
nothing before him. I almost wished to go back with- 
out seeing him. These workings of sensibility employed 
my mind till I rode through the village and came up to 
the house where he was lodged. Leaving my servant with 
my guides, I passed through the guards, and was met by 
some of the General's people, who conducted me into an 
ante- chamber, where were several gentlemen in waiting. I 
was shown into Paoli's room. I found him alone, and was 
struck with his appearance. He asked me what were my 
commands for him. I presented him a letter from Count 
Rivarola, and when he had read it, I showed him my 
ktter from Rousseau. He was polite, but very reserved. 

Q 3 
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I had stood in the presence of many a prin«e^ but I 
never had such a trial as in the presence of Paoli. FOr 
ten minutes we walked backwards and forvwrds through 
the room^ hardly saying a word^ while he looked at me, 
with a steadfast, keen, and penetrating eye, as if he 
searched my yery sonl. This interview was for a 
while very severe upon me. I was mudi relieved when 
his reserve wore off, and he began to speak more. I 
then ventured to address him with this compliment Uif 
the Corsicans. '' Sir, I am upon my travels, and have 
ktely visited Rome. I am come from seeing the ruina 
of one braye and free people: I now see the rise of 
another." He received my compliment very gracioudy ; 
but observed that the Corsicans had no chance of being, 
like the Romans, a great conquering nation, who should 
extend its empire over half the globe. Their situation, 
and the modem political systems, rendered this im- 
possible. But, said he, Corsica may be a very happy 
Country. 

Some of the noblea who attended him came into 
die room, and presently we were told that dinner 
was served up. The General did me the honour to 
)»lace me next him. He had a table of fifteen or six- 
teen covers, having always a good many of the prin- 
dpill men of the island with him. He had an Italian 
cook, who had been long in France ; but he chose to 
have a few plain, substantial dishes, avoiding every 
land of luxury, and drinking no foreign wine. I felt 
myself under some constraint in such a circle of heroes. 
The Greneral talked a great deal on history and on litera- 
ture. I soon perceived that he was a fine classical 
scholar, that his mind was enriched with a variety of 
knowledge, and that his conversation at meals was in^ 
structive and entertaining. Before dinner he conversed 
in French. He now spoke Italian, in which he is very 
eloquent. We retired to another room to drink coffbe. 
My timidity wore off* I no longer anxiously thonght^ 
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9f myself: my whole attention was employed in listening 
to the illustrious commander of a nation. 

Gi^eat Attentions paid to BoswelL 

Paoli recommended me to the care of the Ahb^ Ro8« 
tini^ who had lived many years in France. Signor 
Colonna^ the lord of the manor here^ being from home^ 
his house was assigned for me to live in. Every day 1 
felt myself happier. Particular marks of attention were 
shown me as a subject of Great Britain, the report of 
which went over to Italy, and confirmed the conjectures 
that I was really an envoy. In the morning I had my 
chocolate served up upon a silver salver adorned with 
the arms of Corsica. I dined and supped constantly 
with the General. I was visited by all the nobility, and 
whenever I chose to make a little tonr^ I was attended 
by a party of guards. I begged of the General not to 
treat me with so much ceremony ; but he insisted upon 
it. One day when I rode out I was mounted on Paoli's 
own horse, with rich furniture of crimson velvet, with 
broad gold lace, and had my guards marching along 
with me. I allowed myself to indulge a momentary 
pride in this parade, as I was curious to experience what 
could really be the pleasure of state and distinction with 
which mankind are so strangely intoxicated. When I 
returned to the Continent after all this greatness,^! used 
to joke with my acquaintance, and tell them that I 
could not bear to live with them, for they did not treat 
me with a proper respect. 

Paoli* 8 English Library, 

I asked Paoli if he understood English. He imm«w 
diately began and spoke it, which he did tolerably well. 
I was diverted with his English library. It consisted 
of some broken volumes of the Spectator and Tatler, 
Pope's Essay on Man, Gulliver's Travels, a History of 
France in old English, and Barclay's Apology for the 

« 4 
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Quakers. I pTomised to send him some English 
hooks. (1) 

Boswelts Carsican Dress. 

The amhasciadore Inglese^ the English amhassador, 
as the good peasants and soldiers used to call me^ he- 
came a great favourite among them. I got a Corsican 
dress made^ in which I walked ahout with an air of true 
satisfaction. The General did me the honour to pre- 
sent me with his own pistols, made in the island^ all of 
Corsican wood and iron^ and of excellent workmanship. 
I had every other accoutrement. J even got one of the 
shells which had often sounded the alarm to liberty. I 
preserve them all with great care. 

BosfJoelVs German Flute, S^c, 

The Corsican peasants and soldiers were quite free 
and easy with me. Numbers of them used to come and 
see me of a mornings and just go out and in as they 
pleased. J did every thing in my power to make them 
fond of the British^ and hid them hope for an alliance 
with us. They asked me a thousand questions ahout 
my country^ all which I cheerfully answered as well as 
I could. One day they would needs hear me play upon 
my German flute. To have told my honest natural 
visitants^ Really^ gentlemen I play very ill^ and put on 
such airs as we do in our genteel companies^ would have 
been highly ridiculous. I therefore immediately com- 
plied with their request. I gave them one or two 
Italian airs, and then some of our beautiful old Scots tunes, 
" Gilderoy/' the " Lass of Patie s Mill/' '' Com riggs 

n) I have sent him the works of Harrington, of Sidney, of 
Aodison, of Trenchard, of Gordon, and of other writers in 
favour of liberty. 1 have also sent him some of our best books 
of morality and entertainment, in particular the works of Mr. 
Samuel Johnson, with a complete set of the Spectator, Tatler, 
and Guardian ; and to the University of Corte I have sent a 
few of the Greek and Roman classics, of the beautiful editions 
of the Messieurs Foulis at Glasgow. 
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are bonny.'* The pathetic simplicity and pastoral gaiety 
of the Scots music will always please those who have 
the genuine feelings of nature. The Corsicans were 
charmed with the specimens I gave them^ though I may 
now say that they were very; indifferently performed. 
My good friends insisted also to have an English song 
from me. I endeavoured to please them in this too^ 
and was very lucky in that which occurred to me. I 
sung them — 

" Hearts of oak are our ships, 
Hearts of oak are our men.** 

I translated it into Italian for them^ and never did I 
see men so delighted with a song as the Corsicans were 
with Hearts of Oak. " Cuore di querco," cried they, 
'' bravo Inglese." It was quite a joyous riot. I fancied 
myself to be a recruiting sea-officer. I fancied all my 
chorus of Corsicans aboard the British fleet. 

Independency of Corsica, 

Paoli talked very highly on preserving the independ- 
ency of Corsica. " We may," said he, ^^ have foreign 
powers for our friends ; but they must be ^ Amici 
fuori di casa. Friends at arm's length.' ' We may 
make an alliance, but we will not submit ourselves to 
the dominion of the greatest nation in Europe. This 
people, who have done so much for liberty, would be 
hewn in pieces man by man, rather than allow Corsica 
to be sunk into the territories of another country. Some 
years ago, when a false rumour was spread that I had a 
design to yield up Corsica to the Emperor, a Corsican 
came to me, and addressed roe in great agitation : — 
' What ! shall the blood of so many heroes, who have 
sacrificed their lives for the freedom of Corsica, serve 
only to tinge the purple of a foreign prince ! * " I men- 
tioned to him the scheme of an alliance between Great 
Britain and Corsica. Paoli with politeness and dignity 
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waved the subject, .by sayi&g^ " The less assistance we 
have from allies^ the greater our glory." He seemed 
hurt by our treatment of his country. He mentioned 
the severe proclamation at the last peace^ in which the 
brave islanders were called the Rebels of Corsica. He 
said with a conscious pride and proper feeling, — " Rebds ! 
I did not expect that from Great Britain." He how. 
ever shewed his great respect for the British nation, and 
I could see he wished much to be in friendship with us. 
When I asked him what I could possibly do in return 
for all his gopdness to roe, he replied, '^ Solamente 
disingannate il suo corte. Only undeceive your court. 
Tell them what you have seen here. They will be 
curious to ask you. A man come from Corsica will be 
like a man come from the antipodes." 

Boswelts Melancholy. 

This kind of conversation led me to tell Paoli how 
much I had suffered from anxious speculations. With 
a mind naturally inclined to melancholy, and a keen 
desire of inquiry, I had intensely applied myself to 
metaphysical researches, and reasoned beyond my depth, 
on such subjects as it is not given to man to know. I 
told him I had rendered my mind a camera obscura, 
that in the very heat of youth I felt the " non est tanti," 
the '' omnia vanitas" of otie who has exhausted all the 
sweets of his being, and is weary with dull repetition. 
I told him that I had almost become for ever incapable 
of taking a part in active life. " All this," said Paoli, 
^' is melancholy. I have also studied metaphysics. I 
kiiow the arguments for fate and free-will, for tlie ma- 
teriality and immateriality of the soul, and even the 
subtile arguments for and against the existence of 
matter. Ma lasciamo queste dispute ai oziosi. But 
let us leave these disputes to the idle. lo tengo sempre 
fermo un gran pensiero. I hold always firm one great 
object. I never feel a moment of despondency." The 
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contemplation of such a character really existing was 
of more service to me than all I had heen ahle to draw 
from books^ from conversation^ or from the exertions of 
my own mind. I had often formed the idea of a man 
continually sach as I conld conceive in my best mo« 
ments. But this idea appeared like the ideas we are 
taught in the schools to form of things which may 
exists but do not ; of seas of milk^ and ships of amber. 
But I saw my highest idea realised in Paoll. It was 
impossible for me, speculate as I pleased, to have a little 
opinion of human nature in him. 

I>r, Johnson, 

I gave PaoH the character of my revered friend Mr. 
Samuel Johnson. I have often regretted that illus- 
trious men^ such as humanity produces a few times in 
the revolution of many ages, should not see each other ; 
and when such arise in the same age^ though at the 
distance of half the globe^ I have been astonished how 
tfaey could forbear to meet. '^ As steel sharpeneth steely 
so doth a man the countenance of his friend^" says the 
wise monarch. What an idea may we not form of an 
intertiew between such a scholar and philosopher as 
Mr. Johnson, and such a legislator and general as Paoli ! 

I repeated to Paoli several of Mr. Johnson's sayings^ 
so remarkable for strong sense and original humour. I 
now recollect these two. When I told Mr. Johnson 
that a certain author affected in conversation to main- 
tain^ that there was no distinction between virtue and 
vice, he said, " Wliy, Sir, if the fellow does not think 
as he speaks, he is lying ; and I see not what honour 
he can propose to himself from having the character of 
a liar. But if he does really think that tiiere is no dis- 
tinction between virtue and vice, why. Sir, when he 
leaves our houses let us count our spoons.' ' Of modern 
infidels and innovators, he said, " Sir, these are aU 
vain men, and will gratify themselves at any expense. 
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Truth will not afford sujfficient food to their vaiiity ; so 
they have hetaken themselves to error. Truth, Sir, is 
a cow which will yield such people no more milk, and 
so they are gone to milk the hull." 

I felt an elation of mind to see Paoli delighted with 
the sayings of Mr. Johnson, and to hear him translate 
them with Italian energy to the Corsican heroes. I 
repeated Mr. Johnson's sayings, as nearly as I could, in 
his own peculiar forcible language, for which, preju- 
diced or little critics have taken upon them to find fault 
with him. He is above making any answer to them, 
but I have found a sufficient answer in a general re- 
mark in one of his excellent papers : — '^ Difference of 
thoughts will produce difference of language. He that 
thinks with more extent than another, will want words 
of larger meaning." 

Last Day with Paoli. 

The last day which I spent with Paoli appeared of 
inestimable value. I thought him more than usually 
great and amiable when I was upon the eve of parting 
from him. The night before my departure a little in- 
cident happened which showed him in a most agreeable 
light. When the servants were bringing in the dessert 
after supper, one of them chanced to let fall a plate of 
walnuts. Instead of fiying into a passion at what the 
man could not help, Paoli said, with a smile, '^ No 
matter." And turning to me, ^* It is a good sign for 
you. Sir; tempus est spargere nuces, It is time to scatter 
walnuts. It is a matrimonial omen : you must go home 
to your own country, and marry some fine woman 
whom you really like. I shall rejoice to hear of it. 
This was a pretty allusion to the Roman ceremony at 
weddings, of scattering walnuts. So VirgiFs Damon 
says, — 

" Mopse novas incide faces : tibi ducitur uxor. 
Sparge marite nuces : tibi deserit Hesperus Oetam.*' 
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" Thy bride comes forth ! begin the festal rites ! 
The walnuts strew ! prepare the nuptial lights ! 
O envied husband, now thy bliss is nigh ! 
Behold for thee bright Hesper mounts the sky ! 
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When I again asked Paoli if it were possible for roe in 
any way to show him my great respect and attachment^ 
he replied, *' Ricordatevi che io vi sia amico, e scrive- 
temi. Remember that I am your friend, and write to 
me." I said I hoped that when he honoured me with 
a letter, he would write not only as a commander, but 
as a philosopher and a man of letters. He took me by 
the hand, and said, ^' As a friend." I took leave of 
him with regret and agitation, not without some hopes 
of seeing him again. Even having known intimately 
so exalted a character, my sentiments of human nature 
were raised, while, by a sort of contagion, I felt an 
honest ardour to distinguish myself, and be useful, as 
far as my situation and abilities would allow; and I was, 
for the rest of my life, set free from a slavish timidity 
in the presence of great men — for where shall I find 
a man greater than Paoli ? 

Return to Corte. 

When I set out from Sollacaro, I felt myself a good 
deal indisposed. The old house of Colonna, like the 
family of its master, was much decayed ; so that both 
wind and rain found their way into roy bed-chamber. 
From this I contracted a severe cold, which ended in a 
tertian ague. There was no help for it. I might well 
submit to some inconveniences, where I had enjoyed so 
much happiness. I was accompanied a part of the road 
by a great swarthy priest, who had never been out of 
Corsica. He was a very Hercules for strength and re- 
solution. He and two other Corsicans took a castle 
garrisoned by no less than fifteen Genoese : indeed the 
Corsicans have such a contempt of their enemies^ that 
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I have heard them sxy, " Basterebbero le donne contra 
i Genovesi i Oiu: women would be enough against the 
Genoese!" This priest was a blufiP^ hearty^ roaring 
fellow, troubled neither with knowledge nor care. He 
was ever and anon showing me how stoutly his nag 
could caper. He always rode some paces before me, 
and sat in an attitude half turned round, with his hand 
clapped upon the crupper. Then he would burst out 
with comical songs about the devil and the Genoese^ and 
I don't know what all. In short, notwithstanding my 
feverishness, he kept me laughing whether I would 
or no. 

At Cauro I had a fine view of Ajacdo and its en- 
virons. My ague was some time of forming, so I had 
frequent intervals of ease, which 1 employed in observ- 
ing whatever occurred. I was lodged at Cauro, in the 
house of Signor Peraldi of Ajaccio, who received me 
with great politeness. I found here another provincial 
magistracy. Before supper, Signor Peraldi and a young 
Abb^ of Ajaccio entertained me with some airs on the 
violin. After they had shown me their taste in fine 
improved music, they gave me some original Corsican 
airs ; and, at my desire, they brought up four of the 
guards of the magistracy, and made them show me a 
Corsican dance. It was truly savage. They thumped 
with their heels, sprung upon their toes, brandished 
their arms, wheeled and leaped with the most violent 
gesticulations. It gave me the idea of an admirable 
war dance. 

At Bogognano I came upon the same road I had 
formerly travelled firom Corte, where I arrived safe 
after all my fatigues. My good fathers of the Fran- 
ciscan convent received me like an old acquaintance, 
and showed a kind of concern at my illness. My 
ague distressed me so much, that I was confined to the 
convent for several days. I did not however weary. 
I was visited by .the Great Chancellor, and several 
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Others of the civil magistrates, and by Padre Mariani^ 
rector of the university^ a man of learning and abilities ; 
as a proof of whicb^ he had been three years at Madrid^ 
in the character of secretary to the General of the Fran- 
ciscans. I remember a very eloquent expression of his 
on the state of his country. ^^ Corsica," said he^ ^^ has 
for many years past been bleeding at all her veins. They 
are now closed. But after being so severely exhausted, 
it will take some time before she can recover perfect 
strength." I was also visited by Padre Leonardo^ of 
whose animating discourse I have made mention in a 
former part of this book. 

Indeed I should not have been at a loss^ though my 
very reverend fathers had been all my society. I was 
not in the least looked upon as a heretic. Diflferenoe of 
faith was forgotten in hospitality. I went about the 
convent as if I had been in my own house ; and the 
fathers^ without any impropriety of mirth^ were yet as 
cheerful as I eo)ild desire. I had two surgeons to 
attend me at Corte, a Corsican aUd a Piedinontese ; and 
I got a little Jesuit's bark from the spiceria^ or apothe- 
cary's shop^ of the Capuchin convent. I did not^ how- 
ever^ expect to be effectually cured till I should get to 
Bastia. 

Letter to Dr, Johnson, 

On one of the days that my ague disturbed me 
leasts I walked from the Franciscan convent to Corte^ 
purposely to write a letter to Mr. Samuel Johnson. 
I told my revered friend^ that from a kind of super- 
stition agreeable in a certain degree to him^ as well 
as to myself, I had, during my travels, written to him 
from hca solennia, places in some measure sacred. 
That as I had written to him from the tomb of Me- 
lancthon (*), sacred to learning and piety, I now wrote 

(1) [See anti, Vol. VI. p. 255.] 
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to him from the palace of Pascal Paoli^^ sacred to wis- 
dom and liherty ; knowing that^ however his political 
principles may have heen represented^ he had always 
a generous zeal for the common rights of humanity. I 
gave him a sketch of the great things I had seen in 
Corsica, and promised him a more ample relation. Mr. 
Johnson was pleased with what I wrote here; for I 
received at Paris an answer from him, which I keep as 
a valuahle charter : — ^' When you return, you will re- 
turn to an unaltered, and, I hope, an unalterable friend. 
All that you have to fear from me is the vexation of 
disappointing me. Come home, however, and take 
your chance. I long to see you, and to hear you ; and 
hope that we shall not be so long separated again. 
Come home, and expect such a welcome as is due to 
him, whom a wise and noble curiosity has led where^ 
perhaps, no native of this country ever was before.** 
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Miscellaneous Letters. 



Lette»474. to MR. ELPHINSTONE. (i) 

April 20. 1749. 
Sir, — I have for a long time intended to answer the 
letter which you were pleased to send me, and know not why 
I have delayed it so long, but that I had nothing particular 
either of inquiry or information to send you ; and the same 
reason might still have the 3ame consequence, but I find in my 
recluse kind of life that I am not likely to have much more to 
say at one time than at another, and that therefore I may en- 
danger, by an appearance of neglect long continued, the loss 
of such an acquaintance as I know not where to supply. I 
therefore write now to assure you how sensible I am of the 
kindness you have always expressed to me, and how much 
I desire the cultivation of that benevolence which perhaps 
nothing but the distance between us has hindered from ripen- 
ing before this time into friendship. Of myself I have very 
little to say, and of any body else less ; let me however be 

(1) [See fln<^. Vol. L p. 245.] 
B 2 
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allowed one thing, and that in my own favour — that I am, 
dear Sir, yours, &c. Sam. Johnson. 

Lkttee475. to MISS BOOTHBY. (i) 

Saturday (1), [DecST. 1755.] 
Dearest Dear, — I am extremely obliged to you for the 
kindness of your inquiry. After I had written to you, Dr. 
Lawrence came, and would have given some oil and sugar, but 



(1) See atUi, Vol L p. 85., Vol. VIII. p. S8., and Vol IX. p. 57. Miv 
Hill Boothby was the daughter of Mr. Brook Boothby and his second lady, 
Elizabeth Fitzherbert. Mr. Boothby was the son of Sir William, the 
second Baronet, by Miss Hill Brooke, and the father of Sir Brooke, the 
fourth Baronet. Miss Boothby was above a year older than Dr. Johnson. 
Though her mother's name was Fiixherbert. she was but distantly related 
to the Tissington family. She was attached to Mrs. Fiuherbert by an en. 
tbusiactic and spiritualised friendship, and on her death Miss Boothby 
devoted herself to the care of her six children. The Rev. Richard Graves, 
author of the '* Spiritual Quixote," was for some time domestie chaplain at 
Tissington ; and as my venerable and amiable friend. Lord St Helens, in. 
forms me, described in that novel the several members of that finmily, and 
their visiters, with great accuracy. It may be as well to preserve here the 
key which Lord St Helens has given me to the characters introduce into 
the novel : — 

Sir William Forrester . Mr. Fitzherbert 
Ladv Forrester - - Mrs. Fitzherbert 

. Lord — — . - ^ L. P. Meynell, Esq., of Bradley Park, 

Mrs. F.'s fother. 
Kitty Forrester . . Catherine Fitzherbert,afterward8 Mrs. 

Bateman. 
Miss SaifUhiU - - . Miss Hill Boothby. 
Colonel Rappee - •« Colonel Deane 

Bob Tench . . - .Mr. Nicholas Thomhill. 
Young Templar - . Mr. C. Pratt, afterwards Lord Camden. 

Even the inferior characters were drawn from the life. The Jacobite 
barber was one .Daniel Shipley; George, the butler, was John Latham; 
and Molly, the lady's maid, was Mary Etches, afterwards married to 
Latham ;' Wildgoose. the hero^ was suppoised to be a portrait of Mr. Graves's 
own brother; and Lord St Helens adds, that although the author, to 
heighten the contrast between him and his brother, describes himself as a 
sporting parson, he was really no such thing, but, on the contrary, a 
worthy and conscientious parish priest There is an account of him in the 
** Public Characters" for 1800. Lord St Helens does not recollect to have 
heard how Dr. Johnson's acquaintance with his parents began, but thinks 
it not improbable that Dr. Lawrence, who had married a Derbyshire lady^ 
may have been the original link of acquaintance. — C. 

(S) Probably Saturday, 27th of December, 1755. These undated notes it is 
not easy to arrange ; but the order I have assigned to them seems probable, 
and is consistent with the contents. It seems that, while Johnson was 
labouring under some kind of feverish cold. Miss Boothby herself fell iU of 
a disease, of which she died in a fortnight — C. 
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I took rhcnish and water, and recovered my voice. I -yet 
cough much, and sleep ill. I have been visited by another 
doctor to-day ; but I laughed at his balsam of Peru. I fasted 
on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, and felt neither hun- 
ger nor faintness. I have dined yesterday and to-day, and 
found little refreshment. I am not much amiss ; but can no 
more sleep than if my dearest lady were angry at, Madam, 
your, &c. 

Lettee476. to the SAME. 

December 30. 1755. ' 

Dear Madam, — It is again midnight, and I am again 
alone. With what meditation shall I amuse this waste hour 
of darkness and vacuity? If I turn my thoughts upon myself, 
what do I perceive but a poor helpless being, reduced by a 
blast of mind to weakness and misery ? How my present dis- 
temper was brought upon me I can give no account, but im- 
pute it to some sudden succession of cold to heat ; such as in 
the common road of life cannot be avoided, and against which 
no precaution can be taken. 

Of the fallaciousness of hope and the uncertainty of schemes, 
every day gives some new proof; but it is seldom heeded, till 
something rather felt than seen awakens attention. This ill- 
ness, in which I have suffered something, and feared much 
more, has depressed my confidence and elation ; and made me 
consider all that I had promised myself, as less certain to be 
attained or enjoyed. I have endeavoured to form resolutions 
of a better life ; but I form them weakly, under the conscious- 
ness of an external motive. Not that I conceive a time of 
sickness, a time improper for recollection and good purposes, 
which I believe diseases and calamities often sent to produce, 
but because no man can know how little his performance will 
answer to his promises; and designs are nothing in human 
eyes till they are realised by execution. 

Continue, my dearest, your prayers for me, that no good 
resolution may be vain. You think, I believe, better of me 

B 3 
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than I deserve. I hope to be in time what I wish to be; and 
what I have hitherto satisfied myself too readily with onlj 
wishing. 

Your billet brought me, what I much wished to have, a 
proof that I am still remembered by you at the hour in which 
I most desire it. 

The Doctor [Lawrence] is anxious about you. He thinks 
you too negligent of yourself; if you will promise to be cau- 
tious, I will exchange promises, as we have already exchanged 
injunctions. However, do not write to me more than you can 
easily bear ; do not interrupt your ease to write at alL 

Mr. Fitxherbert sent to-day to ofier me some wine; the 
people about me say I ought to accept it. I shall therefore 
be obliged to him if he will send me a bottle. 

There has gone about a report that I died to-day, which I 
mention, lest you should hear it and be alarmed. You see 
that I think my death may alarm you ; which, fbr me^ is to 
think very highly of earthly friendship. I believe it arose 
from the death of one of my neighbours. You know Des 
Cartes* argument, " I think ; therefore I am." It is as good 
a consequence, " I write; therefore I am alive." I might give 
another, ** I am alive ; therefore I love Miss Boothby ; ** but 
that I hope our fHendship may be of fax longer duration than 
life. I am, dearest Madam, with sincere afiection, yours, 

Sam. Johnsok. 



Littkk477. to THE SAME. 

.Wednesday, Dec, 31. 17551 

Mt swxxt Anoel, ^~ I have read your book, I am afraid 
you will think without any great improvement ; whether you 
can read my notes, I know not. You ought not to be offended ; 
I am perhaps as sincere as the writer. In all things that ter- 
minate here I shall be much guided by your influence, and 
should take or leave by your direction ; but I cannot receive 
my religion from any human hand. I desire however to be 
instructed, and am fiv from thinking myself perfect. 
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I beg you to return the book when you have looked into it. 
I should not have written what was in the marginf.had I not 
had it &01XL you, or had I not intended to show it you. 

It affords me a new conviction* that in these hooka thf»re is 
little new, except new forms of expression ; which may be some- 
times taken, even by the writer, for new doctrines. 

r sincerely hope that God, whom you so much desire to 
serve uight, will bless you, and restore you to health, if he 
sees it best. Surely no human understanding (am, pray fox any 
thing temporal otherwise than conditionally. Dear Angel, do 
not forget me. My heart is £aU of tenderness. It has pleased 
Ood to permit me to be much better ; which I believe will 
please you. 

Give me leave, who have thought much on medi(une, to 
propose to you an easy, and I think a very probable remedy 
for indigestion and lubricity of the bowels. Dr. Lawrence 
has told me your case. Take an ounce of dried orange peel 
finely powdered, divide it into scruples, and take one scruple 
at a time in any manner ; the best way is perhaps to drink it 
in a glass of hot red port, or to eat it first, and drink the wine 
after it. If you mix cinnamon or nutmeg with the powder, 
it were not worse ; but it will be more bulky, and so more 
troublesome. This is a medicine not disgusting, not costly, 
easily tried, and if not found useful, easily left off,Q) 

I would not have you offer it to the Doctor as mine. Phy- 
sicians do not love intruders ; yet do not take it without his 
leave. But do not be easily put ofi^ for it is in my opinion 
very likely to help you, and not likely to do you harm : do not 
take too much in haste; a scruple once in three hours, or 
about five scruples a day, will be sufficient to begin ; or less, 
if you find any aversion. I think using sugar with it might 
be bad ; if syrup, use old syrup of quinces ; but even that I do 
not like. I should think better of conserve of sloes. Has the 
Doctor mentioned the bark? In powder you could hardly 
take it ; perhaps you might take the infusion. 

(1) See an/^. Vol V.'p. 269.— C. 
B 4 
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Do not think me troublesome, I am full of care. I love 
you and honour you, and am very unwilling to lose you. 
A Dieu je votts recommande, I am, MadaiD, your, &c. My 
compliments to my dear Miss. 

Lettee478. to THE SAM£. 

Jan.l. 1756L ' 
Dearest Madam, — Though I am afraid your illness leaves 
you little leisure for the reception of airy civilities, yet I cannot 
forbear to pay you my congratulations on the new year ; and 
to declare my wishes, that your years to come may be many 
and happy. In this wish indeed I include myself, who have 
none but you on whom my heart reposes; yet surely I wish 
your good, even though your situation were such as should 
permit you to communicate no gratifications to, dearest Madan:^ 
your, &c. 

Letteii479. to THE SAME. 

Jan.3. 1756L ■ 
Dearest Madam, — Nobody but you can recompense me 
for the distress which I suffered on Monday night. Having 
engaged Dr. Lawrence to let me know, at whatever hour, the 
state in which he left you ; I concluded, when he stayed so 
long, that he stayed to see my dearest expire. I was com- 
posing myself as I could to hear what yet I hoped not to hear, 
when his servant brought me word that you were better. Do 
you continue to grow better ? Let my dear little Miss inform 
me on a card. I would not have you write, lest it should 
hurt you, and consequently hurt likewise, dearest Madam, 
yours, &c. 

Letter 480. TO THE SAME. 

Thursday, Jan. 8< 1756. 
Honoured Madam, — I beg of you to endeavour to live. 
I have returned your Law; which, however, I earnestly en- 
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treat you to give me. I am in great trouble ; if you can write 
three words to me, be pleased to do it. I am afraid to say 
much, and cannot say nothing when my dearest is in danger. 
The all- merciful God have mercy on you! I am, Madam, 
your, &c. (1) 

Letter 481. TO MR. GEORGE STRAHAN, 

At School. 

Feb. 19. 1763. 

Dear George,— I am glad that you have found the benefit 
of confidence, and hope you will never want a friend to whom 
you may safely disclose any painful secret. The state of your 
mind you had not so concealed but that it was suspected at 
home, which I mention, that if any hint should be given you, 

{!) Miss Boothby died Friday, January 16. 1756 : upon whose death Dr. 
Jonneon composed the following prayer: — "Hill Boothby's death. Ja» 
nuary, 1756. — O Lord God, Almighty disposer of all things, in whose 
hands are life and death, who givest comforts and takest them away, I re- 
turn thee thanks for the good example of Hill Boothby, whom thou hast 
now taken away ; and implore thy grace that I may improve the opportu. 
nity of instruction which thou hast afibrded me, by the knowledge of her 
life, and by the sense of her death ; that I may consider the uncertainty of 
my present state, and apply myself earnestly to the duties which thou hast 
set before me. that, living in thy fear, I may die in thy favour, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen." {Pr. and Med. p. 25.) 

The general phraseology of Johnson's notes, and the terms " my dearest " 
and ** ttw angel,** seem strange : but it must be recollected that dearest 
dear, and similar superlatives of tenderness, were usual with him in ad. 
dressing Miss Reynolds and other ladies, for whom he confessedly felt 
nothing hxxifirtenddiiD i and they were addressed to Miss Boothby when 
she was dying, and when the hearts of both were softened by sickness and 
affliction, and warmed by spiritual communication. As to the supposed 
rivalry between him and Lord L;^ttelton for Miss Boothby's favour (see 
anti, VoL IX. p. 57.), it must be either a total mistake or an absurd exag. 

S ration. Lord Lyttelton was, during the whole of the acquaintance of 
r. Johnson and Miss Boothby, a married man, fondly attached to his 
wife, and remarkable for the punctilious propriety of his moral conduct ; 
and the pr^erence shown by Miss Boothby, and which is said to have 
rankled in Johnson's heart, could have been nothing more than some inci- 
dent in a morning visit, when Lord Lyttelton and Johnson may have met 
in Cavendish Square (for it seems certain that they never met in the 
country). We have seen in the cases of Lord Chesterfield (Vol. II. p. 7.) 
and of Miss Cotterell (Vol. I. p. S93.) how touchy Johnson was on such 
occasions, and bow ready he was to take oflbnce at any thing that looked 
like slight Some preference or superior respect shown by Miss Boothby 
to Lord Lyttelton's rank and public station (he was Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer in 175fi^ no doubt omnded the sensitive pride of Johnson, and 
occasioned the dislike which he confessed to Mrs. Thrale he felt for Lord 
Lyttelton ; but an amorous rivalry between them is not only absurd, but 
impoMible.— C. 
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it may not be imputed to mc^ who have told Hothing but to 
yourselJ^ who had told move than you intended. 

I hope you read more of Nepoa, or of aome other book, ^bam 
you eonstrue to Mr. Bright. The more books you look into 
for your entertainment, with the greater variety of style you 
will make yourself acquainted. Turner I do not know ; but 
think that if Clark be better* you should change it, for I shall 
never be willing that you should trouble yourself with more 
than one book to learn the government of words. What book 
that one shall be, Mr. Bright must determine. Be but dill- 
gent in reading and writing, and doubt not of the success. Be 
pleased to make my compliments to Miss Page and the gen- 
tlemen. I am, dear Sir, yours affectionately, 

Sam. Johkson. 

Lxtter482. to the SAME. 

March S6L 1763. ' 
Dear Sir, — Tou did not very soon answer my letter, and 
therefore cannot complain tha;fe I make nogreat ha^e to ansv^ 
yours. I am well enough satisfied with the proficiency that 
you make, and hope that you will not relax the vigour of your 
diligence. I hope you begin now to see that aU is possibfe 
which was professed. X<eaming is a wide fielc^ but six years 
spent in close application are a long time ; and I am stili of 
(pinion, that if you contiaue to consider knowledge as the most 
pleasing and desirable of all acquisitions, and do not sufibr your 
course to be interrupted, you may take your degree not oaitj 
without deficiency, but with great distinction. 

You must still continue to write Latin. This Is the most 
difiScult part, indeed the only part that is very difficult, c^ your 
undertaking. If you can exemplify the rules of syntax, I 
know not whether it will be worth while to trouUe yourself 
with any more translations. You will more increase your 
number of words, and advance your skill in phraseology, by 
making a short theme or two every day ; and when you have 
construed properly a stated number of verses, it will be pleas- 
ing to go from reading to composition, and from compositioii 
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to reading. But do not be very particular about method ; any 
method will do if there be but diligence. Let me knowy if 
jou please, once a week what you are doing. I am» dear 
George, your humble servant, Sam. Johnsow* 



Lbttxa483. to THE SAME. 

April 16. 176a 

DsAK Sir, — Your account of your proficience is more 
nearly equal, I find, to my expectations than your own. You 
are angry that a theme on which you took so much pains was 
at last a kind of English Latin ; what could you expect more ? 
If at the end of seven years you write good Latin, you will 
excel most of your contemporaries : Scribendo disces, scribere. 
It is only by writing ill that you can attain to write well. Be 
but diligent and constant, and make no doubt of success. 

I will allow you but six weeks for Tully's Offices. Walker's 
Particles I would not have you trouble yourself to learn at all 
by heart, but look in it from time to time and observe his notes 
and remarks, and see how they are exemplified. The trans- 
lation from Clark's history will improve you, and I would have 
you continue it to the end of the book. 

I hope you read by the way at loose hoiu*s other books, 
though you do not mention them ; for no time is to be lost ; 
and what can be done with a master is but a small part of the 
whole. I would have you now and then try at some English 
▼erses. When you find that you have mistaken any thing, 
review the passage carefully and settle it in your mind. 

Be pleased to make my compliments, and those of Miss 
Williams, to all our friends. I am^ dear Sir, yours most 
affectionately, Sam. Jobkson. 



Litter 484. TO THE SAME. 

Sept SO. 176a 
Dear Sir, — I should have answered your last letter sooner 
if I could have given you any valuable or useful directions; 
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but I knew not any way by which the composition of Latin 
verses can be much fecilitated. Of the grammatical part, 
which comprises the knowledge of the measure of the foot, and 
quantity of the syllables, your grammar will teach you all that 
can be taught, and even of that you can hardly know any thing 
by rule but the measure of the foot. The quantity of syllables 
even of those for which rules are given is commonly learned 
by practice and retained by observation. For the poetical 
part, which comprises variety of expression, propriety of terms, 
dexterity in selecting commodious words, and readiness in 
changing their order, it will all be produced by frequent essays 
and resolute perseverance. The less help you have, the sooner 
you will be able to go forward without help. 

I suppose you are now ready for another author. I would 
not have you dwell longer upon one book than till your fami- 
liarity with its style makes it easy to you. Every new book 
will for a time be difficult. Make it a rule to write something 
in Latin every day ; and let me know what you are now 
doing, and what your scheme is to do next. Be pleased to 
give my compliments to Mr. Bright, Mr. Stevenson, and Miss 
Page. I am, dear Sir, your affectionate servant, 

Sam. Johnson. 



Letter 485. TO THE SAME. 

July 14. 176S. 

Dear George, — To give pain ought always to be painful, 
and I am sorry that I have been the occasion of any uneasiness 
to you, to whom I hope never to [do] any thing but for your 
benefit or your pleasure. Tour uneasiness was without any 
reason on your part, as you had written with sufficient fre- 
quency to me, and I had only neglected to answer them, 
because, as nothing new had been proposed to your study, no 
new direction or incitement could be offered you. But if it 
had happened that you had omitted what you did not omit, 
and that I had for an hour, or a week, or a much longer time, 
thought myself put out of your mind by something to which 
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presence gave that prevalence, which presence will sometimes 
give even where there is the most prudence and experience, 
you are not to imagine that my friendship is light enough to 
be blown away by the first cross blast, or that my regard or 
kindness hangs by so slender a hair as to be broken off by the 
unfelt weight of a petty offence. I love you, and hope to love 
you long. You have hitherto done nothing to diminish my 
good will, and though you had done much more than you have 
supposed imputed to you, my good will would not have been 
diminished. 

I write thus largely on this suspicion, which you have suf- 
fered to enter into your mind, because in youth we are apt to 
be too rigorous in our expectations, and to suppose that the 
duties of life are to be performed with unfailing exactness and 
regularity ; but in our progress through life we are forced to 
abate much of our demands, and to take friends such as we can 
find them, not as we would make them. 

These concessions every wise man is more ready to make to 
ethers, as he knows that he shall often want them for himself; 
and when he remembers how often he fails in the observance 
of a cultivation of his best friends, is willing to suppose that his 
friends may in their turn neglect hin^ without any intention 
to offend him. 

When therefore it shall happen, as happen it will, that you 
or I have disappointed the expectation of the other, you are 
not to suppose that you have lost me, or that I intended to lose 
you ; nothing will remain but to repair the fault, and to go on 
as if it never had been committed. I am, Sir, your affectionate 
servant, Sah. Johnson. 

Letter 486. TO MISS REYNOLDS. 

Oxford, Oct 27. [1763.] 1 
Your letter has scarcely come time enough to make an an- 
swer possible. I wish we could talk over the affair. I cannot 
go now. I must finish my book. I do not know Mr. Col- 
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]kr.(^) I have not money beforehand sufficient. How long 
have you known Collier, that you should put yourself into his 
hands ? I once told you that ladies were timorous and yet not 
cautious. 

If I might tell my thoughts to one with whom they ne^er 
had any weight* I should think it best to go through France. 
The expense is not great ; I do not much like obligation, nor 
thinlc the grossness of a ship very suitable to a lady. Do not 
go till I see you. I will see you as soon as I can. I am, my 
dearest, most sincerely yours, Sam. Johnsok. 

Lkttm 487. TO FRANCIS FOWKE, ESQ. («) I 

July IL 1776. 
Sia, -— I received some weeks ago a collection of papen^ 
which contain the trial of my dear friend, Joseph Fowke, of 
whom I cannot easily be induced to think otherwise than welly 
and who seems to have been injured by the prosecution and the 
sentence. His first desire is, that I should prepare his narra- 
tive for the press ; his second, that if I cannot gratify him by 



(1) Captain Collier, since l%r George, proposed at that time to sail to the 
Meoiterranean with hit lady. — Miss Rbynolds. — And it would seem oflf^vd 
Miss Reynolds a passage ; and Miss Reynolds appears to have wished that 
Johnson might be of the party. Sir Joshua had gone to the Mediterranean 
in a similar way with Captun Keppel. — C 

(S) See an/d. Vol VI. p. 1S6. and 140. Mr. J. Fowke. who died about 
1794, was born about the year 1715, and entered into the service of the 
East India Companv at the age ci seventeen. He remained at Fort SC 
George till 1748, and when he returned to England was offbred the govon. 
ment either of Bensal or Madras. This offer was by no means so ad- 
vantageous as it would be at present; Mr. Fowke therefore declined it, and 
remained in England until 1771. At this period he returned to India, 
where some differences of opinion unfortunately occurred between him 
and the Provisional Government, which ended in his being tried in June, 
1775, in the Supreme Court of Bengal, under two indictments. In the first 
of these trials the verdict was, not guilty. In the second, in which Mr. 
Fowke was implicated with Nundocomar and Rada Churn, the verdict 
was, " Joseph Fowke and Nundocomar, ^ilty ; Rada Chum, not guilty." 
In the year 1788, Mr. Fowke finally quitted Bengal, with a recomm^id- 
ation flrom liord Comwallis to the Court of Directors, as a person entitled 
to receive the pension which was promised to their servants returning 
flrom Bengal out of employment This recommendation was, however, 
r«ected. After a lapse of some time, the cUim was brought forward t^ 
Mr. Burke in the House of Commons, and a resolution was made in his 
favour. See also p. 119. of the present volume. 
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ptiUi(Satioiit I Tvoidd tnuumit tlie papers to you. To a com* 
plianee with his first request I hove this objection ; that I lite 
in a recqiracatioQ of eitilities with Mr. Hastings, and therefore 
cannot properly diffuse a narrative^ intended to bring upon him 
the censure of the public. Of two adversaries, it would be 
rash to condemn either upon the evidence of the other; and a 
common friend must keep himself suspended, at least tiU he has 
heard both. 

I am therefore ready to transmit to you the papers, which 
have been seen only by myself; and beg to be informed how 
they may be conveyed to you. I see no legal objection to the 
publication; and of prudential reasons, Mr. Fowke and you 
will be allowed to be fitter judges. If you would have me send 
them, let me have proper directions : if a messenger is to call 
for them, give me notice by the post, that they may be ready 
for delivery. To my dear Mr. Fowke any good would give 
me pleasure ; I hope for some opportunity of performing the 
duties of friendship to him, without violating them with regard 
to another. I am, Sir, &c. 



^ Letter 488. TO MRS. THRALE. 

London, April 9. 1781. 

DsAREafT Madak, — That you are gradually recovering 
your tranquillity is the effect to be humbly expected from trust 
in God. Do not represent life as darker than it is. Your 
loss has been very great, but you retain more than almost any 
other can hope to possess. You are high in the opinion of 
mankind ; you have children from whom much pleasure may 
be expected ; and that you will find many friends you have no 
reason to doubt. Of my friendship, be it more or less, I hope 
you think yourself certain, without much art or care. It will 
not be easy for me to repay the benefits that I have received; 
but I hope to be always ready at your call. Our sorrow has 
different effects : you are withdrawn into solitude, and I am 
driven into company. I am afraid of thinking what I have 
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lost. I never had such a friend before. Let me have your 
prayers and those of my dear Queeney. The prudence and 
resolution of your design to return so soon to your business and 
your duty deserves great praise : I shall communicate it on 
Wednesday to the other executors. 

Letter 489. TO THE SAME. 

Dearest Madam;, — Tou will not suppose that much has 
happened since last night, nor is this indeed a time for talking 
much of loss and gain. The business of Christians is now for 
a few days in their own bosoms. God grant us to do it pro- 
perly ! I hope you gain ground on your affliction : I hope to 
overcome mine. You and Miss must comfort one another. 
May you long live happily together ! I have nobody whom I 
expect to share my uneasiness ; nor, if I could communicate it, 
would it be less. I give it little vent, and amuse it as I can. 
Let us pray for one another ; and when we meet, we may try 
what fidelity and tenderness will do for us. There is no wis- 
dom in useless and hopeless sorrow ; but there is something in 
it so like virtue, that he who is wholly without it cannot be 
loved, nor will, by me at least, be thought worthy of esteem. 

Letter 490. TO THE SAME. 

Oxford, Oct. 17. 1781. ^ 

On Monday evening arrived at the Angel inn at Oxford 

Mr. Johnson and Mr. Barber^ without any sinister accident. 

I am here ; but why am I here ? on my way to Lichfield, 

where I believe Mrs. Aston will be glad to see me. We have 

known each other long, and, by consequence, are both old ; and 

she is paralytic ; and if I do not see her soon, I may see her no 

more in this world. To make a visit on such considerations is 

to go on a melancholy errand. But such is the course of life. 

This place is very empty, but there are more here whom I 

know than I could have expected. Young Burke (i) has just 

" (1) Richard, the son of Edmund Burkei, at this period at Oxford. He 
died in 1794, set. 36. His afflicted father has immortalised him in many 
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been with me, and I have dined to-day with Dr. Adams, who 
seems fond of me. 

Lichfield, Oct. 20. 1781 I wrote from Oxford, where I 

staid two days. On Thursday I went to Birmingham, and 
was told by Hector that I should not be well so soon as I ex- 
pected ; but that well I should be. Mrs. Careless took me 
under her care, and told me when I had tea enough. On Friday 
I came hither, and have escaped the postehaises (1) all the way. 
Every body here is as kind as I expected ; I think Lucy is 
kinder than ever. 

Oct 27. — Poor Lucy's illness has left her very deaf, and, I 
think, very inarticulate. I can scarcely make her understand 
me, and she can hardly make me understand her. So here are 
merry doings. But she seems to like me better than she did. 
She eats very little, but does not fall away. Mrs. Cobb and 
Peter Garrick are as you left them. Garrick*s legatees at this 
place are very angry that they receive nothing. Things are 
not quite right, though we are so far from London. (2) 

Ashbourne, Nov.. 10. — Yesterday I came to Ashbourne, 
and last night I had very little rest. Dr. Taylor lives on milk, 
and grows every day better, and is not wholly without hope. 
■ Every body inquires after you and Queeney ; but whatever 
[Miss] Burney may think of the celerity of fame, the name of 
Evelina had never been heard at Lichfield till I brought it. I 
am afraid my dear townsmen will be mentioned in future days 
as tlie last part of this nation that was civilised. But the 
days of darkness are soon to be at an end. The reading so- 
ciety ordered it to be procured this week. 

Nov. 24. — I shall leave this place about the beginning of 
next week, and shall leave every place as fast as I decently can. 



pathetic passages 'of his later works, and particularly in his celebrated 
" Letter to a Noble Lord." — C. 

(1) He means escaped the expense of postehaises, by happening to find 
places in stage-coaches. — C 

(S) Dr. Johnson always controverted the commonplace observation 
of tne superior purity and happiness of country life. — C. 

VOL. X. 8 
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till I get back to you, whose kindness is one of my great eom^ 
forts. I am not well, but have a mind every now and then to 
think myself better, and I now hope to be better imder your 
care. 

Lichfield, Dec. S. — I am now come back to Lichfield, 
where I do not intend to stay long enough to receive another 
letter. I have little todo here but to take leave of Mrs. Aston. 
I hope not the last leave. But Christians may with more con- 
fidence than Sophonisba 

" AvTCTio toito lungo lungo ipazio 

Per stare assieme, et »axk tone eterno.** (1) 

My time passed heavily at Ashbourne; yet I could not easily 
get away ; though Taylor, I sincerely think, was glad to see 
me go. I have now learned the inconvenience of a winter 
campaign; but I hope home will make amends for all my 
-foolish sufferings. 

Birmingham, Dec. 8. — I am come to this place on my way 
to London and to Streatham. I hope to be in London on Tues- 
day or Wednesday, and at Streatham on Thursday, by your 
kind conveyance. I shall have nothing to relate either wonder- 
ful or delightful. But remember that you sent me away, and 
turned me out into the world, and you must take the chance of 
finding me better or worse. This you may know at present, 
that my affection for you is not diminished ; and my expectation 
from you is increased. Do not neglect me, nor relinquish me. 
Nobody will ever love you better or honour you more than. 
Madam, yours, &c. Sam. Johnson. 

Lkttkr 491. TO RICHARD BEATRIFFE, ESQ 

Bolt Court, Feb. 14. 1782- 
Sir, — Robert Levet, with whom I have been connected by 
a friendship of many years, died lately at my house. His 

(1^ [This quotation is flrom the tragedy of *< Sofonisba,'* bv Trissino, one 
of tne earliest Italian tragedians. For an account of the author and 
tragedy, see Oinguene's Histoire Litteraire d'ltalie, torn. vi. p. 4. — 
Marklamd.3 
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death was sudden, and no will has jet been found ; I therefore 
gave notice of his death in the papers, that an heir, if he has 
any, may appear. He has left very little ; but of that little his 
brother is doubtless heir, and your friend may be perhaps his 
brother. I have had another application from one who calls 
himself his brother ; and I suppose it is fit that the claimant 
should give some proofs of his relation. I would gladly know, 
from the gentleman that thinks himself R. Levet's brother, in 
what year, and in what parish, R. Levet was bom ? Where 
or how was he educated ? What was his early course of life? 
What were the marks of his person ; his stature ; the colour of 
his eyes? Was he marked by the small-pox? Had he any 
impediment in his speech ? What relations had he, and how 
many are now living? His answer to these questions wiU 
show whether he knew him; and he may then proceed to 
show that he is his brother. He may be sure that nothing 
shall be hastily wasted or removed. I have not looked into 
his boxes, but transferred that business to a gentleman in the 
neighbourhood, of chiuracter above suspicion. 

LFrTEE492. TO MRS. THRALE. 

April 26. 1782. ' 
I have been very much out of order since you sent me 
away ; but why should I tell you, who do not care, nor desire 
to know. I dined with Mr. Paradise on Monday, with the 
Bishop of St. Asaph yesterday, with the Bishop of Chester I 
dine to-day, and with the Academy on Saturday, with Mr. 
Hoole on Monday, and with Mrs. Garrick on Thursday, the 
2d of May, and then — what care jou? ^' what then? The 
news run that we have taken seventeen French transports; 
that Langton's lady is lying down with her eighth child, all 
alive; and Mrs. Carter's Miss Sharpe is going to marry a 
schoolmaster sixty-two years old. 



s 2 
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LzTTsa 493. TO THE SAME. 

April SO. 1782 ' 
I have bad a f^esh coldj and been very poorly. But I was 
yesterday at Mr. Hoole's, where were Miss Reynolds and 
many others. I am going to the club. Since Mrs. Garrick^s 
invitation I have a letter from Miss More, to engage me for 
the evening. I liave an appointment to Miss Monkton, and 
another with Lady Sheffield at Mrs. Wray's. Two days ago 
Mr. Cumberland had his third night, which, after all expenses, 
put into his own pocket five pounds. He has lost his plume^ 
Mrs. Sheridan refused to sing, at the Duchess of Devon- 
shire's request, a song to the Prince of Wales. They pay for 
the Drury Lane Tlieatre neither principal nor interest ; and 
|)roor Garrick's funeral expenses are yet unpaid, though the 
undertaker is broken. Could you have a better purveyor for 
a little scandal ? But I wish I was at Streatham. 

Letter 494. TO THE SAME. 

London, June 4 YlSS. 

Wisely was it said by him who said it first, that this world 
is all ups and downs. You know, dearest lady, that when I 
pressed your hand at parting, I was rather down. When I 
came hither, I ate my dinner well ; but was so harassed by the 
cough, that Mr. Strahan said, it was an extremity which he 
could not have believed <* without the sensible and true avouch" 
of his own observation. . I was indeed almost sinking under 
it, when Mrs. Williams happened to cry out that such a cough 
should be stilled by opium or any means. I took yesterday 
half an ounce of bark, and knew not whether opium would 
counteract it ; but remembering no prohibition in the medical 
books, and knowing that to quiet the cough with opium was 
one of Lawrence's last orders, I took two grains, which gave 
me not sleep indeed, but rest, and that rest has given me 
strength and courage. 

This morning to my bed-side came dear SSr Richard [ Jebb]. 
I told him of the opium, and he approved it, and told me, if I 
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went to Oxford, which he rather advised, that I should 
strengthen the constitution by the bark, tame the cough with 
opium, keep the body open, and support myself by liberal 
nutriment As to the journey I know not that it will be ne- 
cessary — desine maUium tandem quertUarum, 

Sunday, June 8. 1782. — I have this day taken a passage 
to Oxford for Monday — not to frisk, as you express it with 
very unfeeling irony, but to catch at the hopes of better health. 
The change of place may do something. To leave the house 
where so much has been suffered affords some pleasure. 

Oxford, June 12. 1782. — I find no particular salubrity 
in this air ; my respiration is very laborious ; my appetite is 
good, and my sleep commonly long and quiet ; but a very little 
motion disables me. I dine to-day with Dr. Adams, and to- 
morrow with Dr. Wetfaerel. Yesterday Dr. Edwards invited 
some men from Exeter College, whom I liked very welL 
These variations of company help the mind, though they can^* 
not do much for the body. But the body receives some help 
from a cheerful mind. 

Oxford, June 17. 1782. — Oxford has done, I think, what 
for the present it can do, and I am going*8lily to take a place 
in the coach for Wednesday, and you or my sweet Queeny will 
fetch me on Thursday, and see what you can make of me. 
To-day I am going to dine with Dr. Wheeler, and to*morrow 
Dr. Edwards has invited Miss Adams and Miss More. Yes- 
terday I went with Dr. Edwards to his living. He has really 
done all that he cbuld do for my relief or entertainment, an4 
really drives me away by doing too much. 

Letter 495. TO MR. NICHOLS 

Jan. ID. 1783. 
Sir, — I am much obliged by your kind communication of 
your account of Hinckley. (') I know Mr. Carte u one of 

(1) For this work Dr. Johnion had ooDtiitxited several hints towards the 
Life of Anthony Blackwall, to whom, when very young, he had been some 
time an usher at Market Bosworth school Blackwall died in April, 1750, 
before Johnson was one and twenty. — Nicbols. 

t 3 
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the prebendaries of Lichfield, and for some time surrogate of 
the chancellor. Now I will put you in a way of showing me 
more kindness. I have been confined by illness a long time ; 
and sickness and solitude make tedious eyenings. Come some- 
times and see, Sir, &c. 

Lepter 496. TO JOSEPH FOWKE, ESQ. 

April 19. 1783: 

Dear Sir, — To show you that neither length of time, nor 
distance of place, withraws you from my memory, I have sent 
you a little present (i), which will be transmitted by Sir Robert 
Chambers. 

To your former letters I made no answer, because I had 
none to make. Of the death of the unfortunate man [meaning 
Nimdocomar], I believe Europe thinks as you think; but it 
was past prevention ; and it was not fit for me to move a ques- 
tion in public which I was not qualified to discuss^ as the 
inquiry could then do no good; and I might have been 
silenced by a hardy denial of facts, which, if denied, I could 
hot prove. 

Since we parted, I have suffered much sickness of body and 
perturbation of mind. My mind, if I do not flatter myself, is 
unimpaired, except that sometimes my memory is less ready ; 
but my body, though by natiu« very strong, has given way to 
repeated shocks. 

Genua hbant, vastoa quatU (Bger anhditua artua* This line 
might have been written on purpose for me. You will se^ 
however, that I have not totaDy forsaken literature. I can 
apply better to books than I could in some more vigorous parts 
of my life — at least than I did ; and I have one more reason 
for reading — that time has, by taking away my companions^ 
left me less opportunity of conversation. I have led an inac- 
tive and careless life ; it is time at last to be diligent : there is 
yet provision to be made for eternity. 

Let me know, dear Sir, what you are doing. Are you ao- 

, (1) A collection of the Doctor's works. — Nichols. 
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cumulating gold, or picking up diamonds ? Or are you now 
sated with Indian wealth, and content with what you have? 
Have you vigour for bustle, or tranquillity for inaction? 
Whatever you do, I do not suspect you of pillaging or oppres- 
sing ; and shall rejoice to see you retiun with a body unbroken, 
and a mind uncorrupted. * 

You and I had hardly any common friends, and therefore 
I have few anecdotes to relate to you. Mr. Levet, who 
brought us into acquaintance, died suddenly at my house last 
year, in his seventy-eighth year, or about that age. . Mrs. Wil- 
liams, the blind lady, is stiU with me, but much broken by a 
very wearisome and obstinate disease. She is, however, not 
Ukely to die ; and it would delight me if you would send her 
some petty token of your remembrance : you may send me one 
too. Whether we shall ever meet again in this world, who 
can tell ? Let us, however, wish well to each other : prayers 
can pass the Line and the Tropics. I am, &c. 

. Letter 497. TO MRS. THRALE. 

London, May-day, 1783. ^ 
On Saturday I dined, as is usual, at the opening of the Ex- 
hibition. Our company was splendid; whether more numerous 
than at any former time, I know not. Our tables seem always 
full. On Monday, if I am told truth, were received at the 
door 1902., for the admission of 3800 spectators. Supposing 
the show open ten hours, and the spectators staying one with 
another each an hoiu*, the room never had fewer than 380 
justling against each other. Poor Lowe met some discourage- 
ment ; but I interposed for him, and prevailed. Mr. Barry's 
exhibition was opened the same day, and a book is published 
to recommend it ; which, if you read it, you will find decorated 
with some satirical pictures of Sir Joshua Reynolds and others. 
I have not escaped. You must, however, think with some 
esteem of Barry for the comprehension of his design. 
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Letter 498. TO THE SAME. 

May & 178& 

I thought your letter long in coming. I suppose it is true 
that I looked but languid at the Exhibition, but have been 
worse since. Last Wednesday — the Wednesday of last week 
— I came home ill from Mr. Jodrel's ; and after a tedious, op- 
pressive, impatient night, sent an excuse to General Paoli, and 
took on Thursday two brisk cathartics and a dose of calomel. 
Little things do me no good. At night I was much better. 
Next day cathartic again, and the third day opium for my 
cough. I lived without flesh all the three days. The recovoy 
was more than I expected. I went to church on Sunday quite 
at ease. 

The Exhibition prospers so much that Sir Joshua says it 
will maintain the academy. He estimates the probable 
amount at three thousand pounds. Steevens is of opinion that 
Crofts's (I) books will sell for near three times as much as they 
cost; which, however, is not more than might be expected. 
Favour me with a direction to Musgrave^^) of Ireland; I 
have a charitable o£Sce to propose to him. Is he knight or 
baronet ? • 

My present circle of enjoyment is as narrow for me as the 
Circus [at Bath] for Mrs. Montague. When I firstt settled in 
this neighbourhood I had Richardson and Lawrence and Mrs. 
Allen at hand. I had Mrs. Williams, then no bad companion ; 
and Levct for a long time always to be had. If I now go 
out, I must go fiu: for company, and at last come back to two 
sick and discontented women, who can hardly talk if they had 
any thing to say, and whose hatred of each other makes one 
great exercise of their faculties. 



(1) [Thomas Crofts, A.M.. chancellor of the diocese of Peterborough. 
Hb library, which was sold April 7. 1783, and the forty-two following 
days, produced S453&] 

S!) Sir Richard Musgrave, of Turin, in Ireland. He published several 
tical works, particularly a ** History of the Irish Rebellion in 1784w'* 
e died in 1818. — C. 
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Letter 499. TO MRS. THRALE. 

Oxford, June 11. 1783. 

Yesterday I came to Oxford without fatigue or inconye- 
nience. I read m the coach before dinner. I dined moder- 
ately, and slept well; but find my breath not free this 
morning. 

Dr. Edwards, to whom I wrote of my purpose to come, 
has defeated his own kindness by its excess. He has gone out 
of his own rooms for my reception ; and therefore I cannot 
decently stay long, unless I can change my abode, which it 
will not be very easy to do : nor do I know what attractions 
I shall find here. Here is Miss Moore at Dr. Adams's, with 
whom I shall dine to-morrow. 

London, June 13. 1783. — Seward called on me yesterday. 
He is going only for a few weeks — first to Paris, and then to 
Flanders, to contemplate the pictures of Claude Lorainc ; and 
he asked me if that was not as good a way as any of spending 
time — that time which returns no more— of which, however, 
a great part seems to be very foolishly spent, even by the wisest 
and the best. Poor Lawrence and his youngest son died almost 
on the same day. (') 

Letter 500. TO THE SAME. 

London, June SO. 178S. 

You will forgive the gross images that disease must neces- 
sarily present. Dr. Lawrence said that medical treatises 
should be always in Latin. ♦♦♦**** 

I never had any distortion of the countenance but what 
Dr. Brocklesby called a little prolapsus, which went away the 
second day. 

I was this day directed to eat flesh, and I dined very copU 
ously upon roasted lamb and boiled pease. I then went to 



(1) Dr. Lawrence, bom in 1711, died in 1783, the 13th of June. Hi« son, 
the Rev. J. Lawrence, died on the 15th. The '* Biographical Dictionary** 
says that Johnson's Latin Ode to Dr. Lawrence was on the death of one ot 
his sons, who died in India. It would rather appear to have been written 
on the fatal illness of this son. — C. 
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sleep in a chair ; and when I waked, I found Dr. Brocklesby 
sitting by me, and fell to talking with him in a such a manner 
as made me glad, and I hope made me thankful. The Doctor 
fell to repeating Juvenal's ninth satire ; but I let him see that 
the province was mine. I am to take wine to-night, and hope 
it will do me good. 

Letter 501. TO THE SAME. 

London, June £8. 1783. 

Your letter is just such as I desire, and as from you I hope 
always to deserve. The black dog (i) I hope always to resist, 
and in time to drive, though I am deprived of almost all those 
that used to help me. The neighbourhood is impoverished. 
I had once Richardson and Lawrence in my reach. Mrs. 
Allen is dead. My home has lost Levett ; a man who took 
interest in every thing, and therefore ready at conversation. 
Mrs. Williams is so weak that she can be a companion no 
longer. When I rise, my breakfast is solitary ; the black dog 
waits to share it. From breakfast to dinner he continues 
barking, except that Dr. Brocklesby for a little keeps him at a 
distance. Dinner with a sick woman you may venture to 
suppose not much better than solitary. After dinner, what 
remains but to count the clock, and hope for that sleep which I 
can scarce expect ? Night comes at last, and some hours of 
restlessness and confusion bring me again to a day of solitude. 
What shall exclude the black dog from an habitation like this ? 
If I were a little richer, I would perhaps take some cheerful 
female into the house. Last night fresh flies were put to my 
head, and hindered me from sleeping. To-day I fancy myself 
incommoded with heat I have, however, watered the garden 
both yesterday and to-day, just as I watered the laurels in the 
island at Streatham. 

(1) See ami. Vol. VII. p. 801. n C. 



MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS. 267 

Letter 502. TO THE SAME. 

London, July S. 1783. 

Dr. Brocklesby yesterday dismissed the cantharides, and I 
can now find a soft place upon my pillow. Last night was 
cool, and I rested well ; and this morning I have been a friend 
at a poetical difficulty. Here is now a glimpse of daylight 
again ; but how near is the evening none can tell, and I will 
not prognosticate. We all know that from none of us it can 
be €aar distant : may none of us know this in vain ! 

I went, as I took care to boast, on Tuesday to the club, 
and hear that I was thought to have performed as well as usual. 
I dined on fish, with the wing of a small turkey-chick ; and 
left roast beef, goose, and venison-pie untouched. I live much 
on peas, and never had them so good for so long a time in any 
year that I can remember. Along with your kind letter yes- 
terday came one, likewise very kind, from the Astons at Lich- 
field ; but I do not know whether, as the summer is so far 
advanced, I shall travel so far ; though I am not without hopes 
that frequent change of air may fortify me against the winter, 
which has been, in modern phrase of late years very inimical 
to. Madam, your, &c. 

Letter 503. TO THE SAME. 

London, July 8. 1783. " 

Langton and I have talked of passing a little time at Ro- 
chester together, till neither knows well how to refuse ; though 
I think he is not eager to take me, and I am not desirous to 
be taken. His &mily is numerous, and his house little. I 
have let him know, for his relief, that I do not mean to burden 
him more than a week. He is, however, among those who 
wish me wdl, and would exert what power he has to do me 
good. 

July 23. <— > I have been thirteen days at Rochester, and am 
now just returned. I came back by water in a common boat 
twenty miles for a shilling ; and when I landed at BiUingsgate, 
I carried my budget myself to Comhill before I could get a 
coach, and was not much inconmioded. 
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Letter 504. TO MRS. MONTAGU. 

Sept 22. 1783. " 
Madam, — That respect which is always due to beneficence 
makes it fit that you should be informed, otherwise than by the 
papers, that, on the 6th of this month, died your pensioner, 
Anna Williams, of whom it may be truly said that she re- 
ceived your bounty with gratit2de, and enjoyed it with pro- 
priety. You perhaps have still her prayers. 

You have. Madam, the satisfaction of having alleviated the 
sufferings of a woman of great merit, both intellectual and 
moral. Her curiosity was universal, her knowledge was very 
extensive, and she sustained forty years of misery with steady 
fortitude. Thirty years and more she had been my com- 
panion, and her death has left me very desolate. 

That I have not written sooner, you may impute to absence, 
to ill health, to any thing rather than want of regard to the 
benefactress of my departed friend. ^ I am. Madam, your most 
humble servant. 

Letter 505. TO MISS REYNOLDS. 

Oct 1. 1783. 

Dear Madam, — I am very ill indeed, and to my former 

illness is superadded the gout. I am now without shoes, and 

I have been lately almost motionless. To my other afflictions 

is added solitude. Mrs. Williams, a companion of thirty year^ 

is gone. It is a comfort to me to have you near me. I am, 

dear Madam, &c. 

Letter 506. TO MRS. THRALE. 

London, Oct 6. 178& 

I yet sit without shoes, with my foot upon a pillow ; but my 
pain and weakness are much abated, and I am no longer 
crawling upon two sticks. To the gout my mind is reconciled 
by another letter from Mr. Mudge, in which he vehemently 
urges the excision, and tells me that the gout will secure me 
from every thing paralytic : if this be true, I am ready to say 
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to the arthritic pains, Deh ! venite ogne di, dttraie un anno, (i) 
My physician in ordinary is Dr. Brocklesby, who comes 
abnost every day ; my surgeon, in Mr. Pott's absence, is Mr. 
Cruikshank, the present reader in Dr. Hunter's school. 
Neither of them, however, do much more than look and talk. 
The general health of my body is as good as you have ever 
known it — almost as good as I can remember. The carriage 
which you supposed made rough by my weakness was the 
common Salisbury stage, high hung, and driven to Salisbury 
in a day. I was not fatigued. 

Mr. Pott has been out of town ; but I expect to see him 
soon, and will then tell you something of the main affair, of 
which there seems now to be a better prospect. This after- 
noon I have given [tea] to Mrs. Cholmondeley, Mrs. Wray, 
Lady Sheffield's relation, Mr. Kindersley, the describer of 
Indian manners, and another anonymous lady. As Mrs. Wil- 
liams received a pension from Mrs. Montagu, it was fit to 
notify her death. The account has brought me a letter not 
only civil but tender ; so I hope peace is proclaimed. 

London, Oct. 9. 1783. — Two nights ago Mr. Burke sat 
with me a long time. He seems much pleased with his 
journey. We had both seen Stonehenge this summer for the 
first time. I told him that the view had enabled me to confute 
two opinions which have been advanced about it. One, that 
the materials are not natural stones, but an artificial composi- 
tion hardened by time. This notion is as old as Camden's 
time ; and has this strong argument to support it, that stone of 
that species is nowhere to be found. The other opinion, ad- 
vanced by Dr. Charlton, is, that it was erected by the Danes. 

Mr. Bowles made me observe, that the transverse stones 
were fixed on the perpendicular supporters by a knob formed 
on the top of the upright stone, which entered into a hollow 
cut in the crossing stone. This is a proof that the enormous 
edifice was raised by a people who had not yet the knowledge 
of mortar; which cannot be supposed of the Danes, who 

(1) [See anti. Vol. IX. p. 25.2 
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came hither in ships, and were not ignorant certainly of the 
arts of life. This proves also the stones not to be factitious ; 
for they that could mould such durable masses could do much 
more than make mortar, and could have continued the trans- 
verse from the upright part with the same paste. 

You have doubtless seen Ston^enge ; and if you have not, 
I should think it a hard task to made an adequate description. 
]t is, in my opinion, to be referred to the earliest habitation of 
the island, as a druidical monument of, at least, two thousand 
years ; probably the most ancient work of man upon the island. 
Salisbury cathedral and its neighbour Stonehenge are two 
eminent monuments of art and rudeness, and may show the 
first essay and the last perfection in architecture^ 

LirrTER 507. TO THE SAME. 

London, Nov. la 1783. 
Since you have written to me with the attention and ten- 
derness of ancient time(i), your letters give me a great part of 
the pleasure which a life of solitude admits. You will never 
bestow any share of your good-will on one who deserves better. 
Those that have loved longest love best. A sudden blaze of 
kindness may by a single blast of coldness be extinguished ; 
but that fondness which length of time has connected with 
many circumstances and occasions, though it may for a while 
be depressed by disgust or resentment, with or without a 
cause, is hourly revived by accidental recollection. To those 
that have lived long together, every thing heard and every 
thing seen recalls some pleasure communicated or some benefit 
conferred, some petty quarrel or some slight endearment. Es- 
teem of great powers, or amiable qualities newly discovered, 
may embroider a day or a week, but a friendship of twenty 
years is interwoven with the texture of life. A friend may be 
often foimd and lost; but an old friend never can be found, and 
nature has provided that he cannot easily be lost. — You seem 

(1) This is the first letter in which we perceive a serious coldness towards 
Mrs. Thrale; but it is clear that it had existed some time prior to this date, 
though not perhaps so long as Mr. Boswell supposed. — C. 
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to mention Lord KilmuiTey(i) as a stranger. We were at his 
house in Cheshire ; and he one day dined with Sir Lynch. 
What he tells of the epigram is not true) but perhaps he does 
not know it to be &]se. Do not you remember how he re- 
joiced in having no park ? — he could not disoblige his neigh- 
bours by sending them no venison. 

i LiTTEa 508. TO MRS. LUCY PORTER. 

London, Nov. 29. 1783. 
Dear Madam,— -You may perhaps think me negligent 
that I have not written to you again upon the loss of your 
brother; but condolences and consolations are such common 
and such usdess things, that tiie omission of them is no great 
crime ; and my own diseases occupy my mind and engage my 
care. My nights are miserably restless, and my days, there- 
fore, are heavy. I try, however, to hold up my head as high 
as I can. I am sorry that your health is impaired ; perhaps 
the spring and the summer may, in some degree, restore it ; 
but if not, we must submit to the inconveniences of time, as to 
the other dispensations of Eternal Goodness. Pray for me, 
and write to me, or let Mr. Pearson write for you. 

Letter 509. TO THE SAME. 

Bolt Court, March la 1784. 

Mt dearest Love, — - 1 will not suppose that it is for want 
of kindness that you did not answer my last letter ; and I 
therefore write again to tell you that I have, by God's great 
mercy, still continued to grow better. My asthma is seldom 
troublesome, and my dropsy has ran itself almost away, in 
a manner which my physician says is very uncommon. I have 
been confined from the 14th of December, and shall not soon 
venture abroad : but I have this day dressed myself as I was 
before my sickness. If it be inconvenient to you to write, 
desire Mr. Pearson to let me know how you do, and how you 

(1) iSeeaitik,\Yol IIL p. 1621] 
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have passed this long winter. I am now not without hopes 
that we shall once more see one another. 

Letter 510. TO MRS. THRALE. 

London, March 20. 1784. 

Madam, — Your last letter had something of tenderness. 
The accounts which you have had of my danger and distress 
were I suppose not aggravated. I have been confined ten 
weeks with an asthma and dropsy. But I am now better. 
God has in his mercy granted me a reprieve $ for how mudi 
time his mercy must determine. 

On the 1 9th of last month I evacuated twenty pints of 
water, and I think I reckon exactly. From that time the 
tumour has subsided, and I now begin to move with some 
freedom. You will easily believe that I am still at a great 
distance from health ; but I am, as my chirurgeon expressed 
it, amazingly better. Heberden seems to have great hopes. 

Write to me no more about dying toith a grace. When you 
feel what I have felt in approaching eternity — in fear of soon 
hearing the sentence of which there is no revocation — you 
will know the folly : my wish is that you may know it sooner. 
The distance between the grave and the remotest part of 
human longevity isbuta ver)' little; and of that little no path is 
certain. You know all this, and I thought that I knew it too; 
but I know it now with a new conviction. May that new 
conviction not be vain ! I am now cheerftil. I hope this ap- 
proach to reeoverj is a token of the Divine mercy. My friends 
continue their kindness. I give a dinner to-morrow. 

Letter 511. TO THE SAME. 

April 15. — Yesterday I had the pleasure of giving another 
dinner to the remainder of the old club. We used to meet 
weekly about the year 1750, and we were as cheerful as in 
former times: only I could not make quite so much noise ; for 
since the paralytic affliction, my voice is sometimes weak. 

Metcalf and Crutchley, without knowing each other, are 
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both members of parliament for Horsham, in Sussex. "Mr. 
Cator is chosen for Ipswich. 

But a sick man's thoughts soon turn back upon himself. I 
am still very weak, though my appetite is keen, and my 
digestion potent ; and I gratify myself more at table than ever 
I did at my own cost before. I have now an inclination to 
luxury which even your table did not excite ; for till now my 
talk was more about the dishes than my thoughts. I remember 
you commended me for seeming pleased with my dinners 
when you had reduced your table. I am able to tell you with 
great veracity that I never knew when the reduction began, 
nor should have known that it was made had not you told me. 
I now think and consult to>day what I shall eat to-morrow. 
This disease will likewise, I hope, be cured. For there are 
other things — how different ! — which ought to predominate 
in the mind of such a man as I : but in this world the body 
will have its part ; and my hope is, that it shall have no more 
«- my hope, but not my confidence ; I have only the timidity 
of a Christian to determine, not the wisdom of a stoic to secure 
me. 

April 19. — I received this morning your magnificent fish, 
and in the afternoon your apology for not sending it. I have 
invited the Hooles and Miss Burney to dine upon it to- 
morrow. The club which has been lately instituted is at 
Sam*s; and there was I when I was last out of the house. 
But the people whom I mentioned in my letter are the rem- 
nant of a little club (^) that used to meet in Ivy-lane, about 
three and thirty years ago, out of which we have lost Hawkes- 
worth and Dyer — the rest are yet on this side the grave. 

April 21. — I make haste to send you intelligence, which, 
if I do not flatter myself, you will not receive without some 
degree of pleasure. After a confinement of one hundred and 
twenty-nine days, more than the third part of a year, and no 
inconsiderable part of human life, I this day returned thanks 

(1) This friend of Johnson's youth survived him somewhat more than 
three years, having died February 19. 1788. — M. 

(S) See anti. Vol. I. p. 163. — C. 
VOL. X. T 
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to God in St Clement's church for my recovery ; a recovery, 
in my seventy-fifth year, from a distemper which few in the 
vigour of youth are known to surmount ; a recovery, of which 
neither myself my friends, nor my physicians, had any hope ; 
for though they flattered me with some continuance of life, 
they never supposed that I could cease to be dropsical. The 
dropsy, however, is quite vanished ; and the asthma so much 
mitigated, that I walked to-day with a more easy respiration 
than I have known, I think, for perhaps two years past. I 
hope the mercy that lightens my days will assist me to use 
them well. 

The Hooles, Miss Burney, and Mrs. Hall (Wesley's sister), 
ieasted yesterday with me very cheerfully on your noble 
salmon. Mr. Allen could not come, and I sent him a piece, 
and a great tail is still left. 

Dr. Brocklesby forbids the club at present, not caring to 
venture the chilness of the evening ; but I purpose to show 
myself on Saturday at the academy's feast Q) I cannot pub- 
lish my return to the world more effectually; for, as the 
Frenchman says, tout le monde 9*y irouvera. For this occasion 
I ordered some clothes ; and was told by the tailor, that when 
he brought me a sick dress, he never expected to make me any 
thing of any other kind. My recovery is indeed wonderful. 

April 26. — On Saturday I showed myself again to the 
living world at the Exhibition: much and splendid was the 
company, but, like the doge of Genoa at Paris, I admired 
nothing but myself. I went up all the stairs to the pictures 
without stopping to rest or to breathe, « in all the madness of 
superfluous health." The Prince of Wales had promised to 
be there ; but when we had waited an hour and a half, sent us 
word that he could not come. 

Mrs. Davenant called to pay me a guinea, but I gave 
two for you. Whatever reasons you have for frugality, it is 
not worth while to save a guinea a year by withdrawing it 
from a public charity. Mr. Howard called on me a few days 

(1) The exhibition dinner of the Royal Academy. — C 
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ago, and gave me the new edition, much enlarged, of his 
<< Account of Prisons.'* He has been to survey the prisons on 
the Continent; and in Spain he tried to penetrate the dungeons 
of the Inquisition, but his curiosity was very imperfectly 
gratified. At Madrid, they shut him quite out ; at Valladolid, 
they showed him some public rooms. 

LiETTEa512. TO THE SAME. 

London, May 31. 1784. ** 

I have one way or other been disappointed hitherto of that 
change of air from which I think some relief may possibly be 
obtained ; but Boswell and I have settled our resolution to go 
to Oxford on Thursday. But since I was at Oxford, my 
convivial friend Dr. Edwards, and my learned friend Dr. 
Wheeler, are both dead, and my probabilities of pleasure are 
very much diminished. Why, when so many are taken away, 
have I been yet spared ? I hope that I may be fitter to die. 
How long we shall stay at Oxford, or what we shall do when 
we leave it, neither Bozzy nor I have settled ; he is, for his 
part, resolved to remove his family to London, and try his 
fortune at the English bar : let us all wish him success. 

Letter 513. MRS. PIOZZI TO DR. JOHNSON. ' 

Bath, June 30. [1784.] 
My dear Sir, — The enclosed is a circular letter, which I 
have sent to all the guardians ; but our friendship demands 
somewhat more : it requires that I should beg your pardon for 
concealing from you a connection which you must have heard 
of by many, but I suppose never believed. Indeed, my dear 
Sir, it was concealed only to save us both needless pain. I 
could not have borne to reject that counsel it would have 
killed me to take, and I only tell it you now because all is 
irrevocably settled, and out of your power to prevent. I will 
say, however, that the dread of your disapprobation has given 
me some anxious moments, and though, perhaps, I am become 

T 2 
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by many privations the most independent woman in the world, 
I feel as if acting without a parent's consent till you write 
kindly to your fSuthful servant, H. JL. P. 

LiTFTER 514. TO MRS. PIOZZI. 

London, July 8. 1784. 

Dear Madam, — What you have done, however I may 
lament it, I have no pretence to resent, as it has not been in- 
jurious to me : I therefore breathe out one sigh more of ten» 
derness, perhaps useless, but at least sincere. 

I wish that God may grant you every blessing, that you 
may be happy in this world for its short continuance, and eter- 
nally happy in a better state ; and whatever I can contribute 
to your happiness I am very ready to repay, for that kindness 
which soothed twenty years of a life radically wretched. 

Do not think slightly of the advice which I now presume 
to offer. Prevail upon M. Piozzi to settle in England : you 
may live here with more dignity than in Italy, and with more 
security : your rank will be higher, and your fortune more 
under your own eye. I desire not to detail all my reasons, 
but every argument of prudence and interest is for England, 
and only some phantoms of imagination seduce you to Italy. 
I am afraid, however, that my counsel is vain ; yet I have 
eased my heart by giring it. 

When Queen Mary took the resolution of sheltering herself 
in England, the Archbishop of St Andrew's, attempting to 
dissuade her, attended on her journey; and when they came 
to the irremeable stream that separated the two kingdoms, 
walked by her side into the water, in the middle of which he 
seized her bridle, and with earnestness proportioned to her 
danger and his own affection, pressed her to return. The 
queen went forward. If the parallel reaches thus far, may it 
go no farther. The tears stand in my eyes. I am going into 
Derbyshire, and hope to be followed by your good wishes, for 
I am, with great affection, your, &c. Sam. Johnson. 

Any letters that come for me hither wiU be sent me. 
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Letter 515. TO MR. NICHOLS. 

April 12. 1781 
SiR) — I have sent you inclosed a very curious proposal 
from Mr. Hawkins, the son of Sir John Hawkins, who, I be- 
lieve, will take care that whatever his son promises shall be 
performed. If you are inclined to publish this compilation^ 
the editor will agree for an edition on the following terms, 
which I think liberal enough. That you shall print the book 
at your own charge. That the sale shall be wholly for your 
benefit till your expenses are repaid ; except that at the time 
of publication you shall put into the hands of the editor, with- 
out price, • • . copies for his friends. That, when you have 
been repaid, the profits arising from the sale of the remaining 
copies shall be divided equally between you and the editor. 
That the edition shaU not comprise fewer than five hundred. 

Sam. Johnson. 

Letter 516. TO MR. SASTRES. 

Ashbourne, Aug. 21. 1784. 

Drea Sir, •» I am glad that a letter has at last reached 
you ; what became of the two former, which were directed to 
Mortimer instead of iVfar^are^-street, I have no means of know- 
ing, nor is it worth the while to enquire ; they neither enclosed 
bills, nor contained secrets. 

My health was for some time quite at a stand, if it did not 
rather go backwards ; but for a week past it flatters me with 
appearances of amendment, which I dare yet hardly credit. My 
breath has been certainly less obstructed for eight days ; and 
yesterday the water seemed to be disposed to a fuller flow. But 
I get very little sleep ; and my legs do not like to carry me. 

You were kind in paying my forfeits at the club ; it cannot 
be expected that many should meet in the summer ; however, 
they that continue in town should keep up appearances as well 
as they can. I hope to be again among you. 

I wish you had told me distinctly the mistakes in the French 
words. The French is but a secondary and subordinate part 

T 3 
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of your design ; exactness, however) in all parts is necessary, 
though complete exactness cannot be attained ; and the French 
are so well stocked with dictionaries, that a little attention may 
easily keep you safe from gross &ults ; and as you work on, 
your vigilance will be quickened, and your observation regu- 
lated ; you will better know your own wants, and learn better 
whence they may be supplied. Let me know minutely the 
whole state of your negotiations. Dictionaries are like watches, 
the worst is better than none, and the best cannot be expected 
to go quite true. 

The weather here is very strange summer weather ; and we 
are here two degrees nearer the north than you. I was, I 
think, loath to think a fire necessary in July, till I found one 
in the servants* hall, and thought myself entitled to as much 
warmth as them. 

I wish you would make it a task to yourself to write to me 
twice a week ; a letter is a great relief to, dear Sir, your, See. 



Lktteh 517. TO THE SAME. 

Ashbourne Sept. 2. 178i. 

DxAK Sia, — Your critic seems to me to be an exquisite 
Frenchman; his remarks are nice ; they would at least have es- 
caped me. I wish you better luck with your next specimen ; 
though if such slips as these are to condemn a dictionary, I 
know not when a dictionary will be made. I cannot yet think 
that gourmander is wrong ; but I have here no means of veri- 
fying my opinion. 

My health, by the mercy of God, still improves ; and I have 
hope of standing the English winter, and of seeing you, and 
reading Petrarch at Bolt Court ; but let me not flatter myself 
too much. I am yet weak, but stronger than I was. 

I suppose the club is now almost forsaken ; but we shall I 
hope meet again. We have lost poor Allen ; a very worthy 
man, and to me a very kind and officious neighbour. 

Of the pieces ascribed by Bembo to Virgil, the Dirce (as- 
cribed, I think, to Valerius Cato), the Copa and the Moretum 
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are) together with the Cidex and Ceirisy in Scaliger*s Appendix 
ad VirpiHum. The rest I never heard the name of before. 

I am highly pleased with your account of the gentleman and 
lady with whom you lodge ; such characters have sufficient at- 
tractions to draw me towards them ; you are lucky to light 
upon them in the casual commerce of life. 

Continue, dear Sir, to write to me; and let me hear any 
thing or [nothing, as the chance of the day may be. I am, 
Sir, your, &c. 

LETTE&518. TO THE SAME. 

Ashbourne, Sept. 16. 1784. 

Dear Sir, — What you have told me of your landlord and 
his lady at Brompton has made them such fiivourites, that I 
am not sorry to hear how you are turned out of your lodgings, 
because the good is greater to them than the evil is to you. 

The death of dear Mr. Allen gave me pain. When after 
some time of absence 1 visit a town, I find my friends dead ; 
when I leave a place, I am followed with intelligence, that the 
friend whom I hope to meet at my return is swallowed in the 
grave. This is a gloomy scene ; but let us learn from it to 
prepare for our own removal. Allen is gone; Sastres and 
Johnson are hasting after him ; may we be both as well pre- 
pared! 

I again wish your next specimen success. Paymtstress can 
hardly be said without a preface (it may be expressed by a 
word perhaps not in use, pay mistress). 

The club is, it seems, totally deserted ; but as the forfeits go 
on, the house does not suffer ; and all clubs, I suppose, are im- 
attended in the summer. We shall, I hope, meet in winter, 
and be cheerful. 

After this week, do not write to me till you hear again from 
me, for I know not well where I shall be ; I have grown weary 
of the solitude of this place, and think of removal. I am. Sir, 
your, &c. 



T 4 
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Letter 519. TO THE SAME. 

Lichfield, Oct £0. 1781 ' 

Sm, — • You have abundance cyf naughty tricks ; is ftiis your 
way of writing to a poor sick friend twice a week ? Post 
comes after post, and brings no letter from Mr. Sastres. If 
you know any thing, write and tell it ; if you know nothing, 
write and say that you know nothing. 

What comes of the specimen ? If the booksellers want a 
specimen, in which a keen critic can spy no faults, they must 
wait for another generation. Had not the Cnisca faults? 
Did not the academicians of France commit many &ults ? It 
is enough that a dictionary is better than others of the same 
kind. A perfect performance of any kind is not to be expected, 
and certainly not a perfect dictionary. 

Mrs. Desmoulines never writes, and I know not how things 
go on at home ; tell me, dear Sir, what you can. 

If Mr. Seward be in town, tell me his direction, for I ought 
to write to him. 

I am very weak, and have had bad nights. I am, dear Sir, 
your, &c. 

Letter 520. TO THE SAME. 

Lichfield, Nov. 1. 1784. 

Dear Sir, -^ I beg you to continue the frequency of your 
letters; every letter is a cordial; but you must not wonder 
that I do not answer with exact punctuality. You may always 
have something to tell : you live among the various orders of 
mankind, and may make a letter from the exploits, sometimes 
of the philosopher, and sometimes of the pickpocket. You see 
some balloons succeed and some miscarry, and a thousand 
strange and a thousand foolish things. But I see nothing ; I 
must make my letter from what I feel, and what I feel with so 
little delight, that I cannot love to talk of it. 

I am certainly not to come to town, but do not omit to 
write ; for I know not when I shall come, and the loss of a 
letter is not much. I am, dear Sir, your, &c. 
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Letter 521. TO DR. HEBERDEN. 

Lichfield, Oct la 1784. 

D£ar Sir, — Though I doubt not but Dr. Brocklesby 
would communicate to you any incident in the variation of 
my health which appeared either curious or important, yet I. 
think it time to give you some account of myself. 

Not long after the first great efflux of the water, I attained 
so much vigour of limbs and freedom of breath, that without 
rest or intermission, I went with Dr. Brocklesby to the top of 
the painter's Academy. This was the greatest degree of 
health that I have obtained, and this, if it could continue, were 
perhaps sufficient; but my breath soon failed, and my body 
grew weak. 

At Oxford (in June) I was much distressed by shortness of 
br^th, so much that I never attempted to scale the Library : 
the water gained upon me, but by the use of squills was in a 
great measure driven away. 

In Jidy I went to Lichfield, and performed the journey 
with very little fotigue in the common vehicle, but found no 
help from my native air. I then removed to Ashbourne, in 
Derbyshire, where for some time I was oppressed very heavily 
by the asthma ; and the dropsy had advanced so far, that I 
eould not without great difficulty button me at my knees. 
(Here are omitted some minute medical details.) 

No hydropical humour has been lately visible. The relax- 
ation of my breath has not continued as it was at first, but 
neither do I breathe with the same ar^iustuB and distress as 
before the remission. The summary of my state is this : I am 
deprived, by weakness and the asthma, of the power of walking 
beyond a very short space. I draw my breath with difficulty 
upon the least effi^rt, but not with suffocation or pain. The 
dropsy still threatens, but gives way to medicine. The sum- 
mer has passed without giving me any strength. My appetite 
is, I think, less keen than it was, but not so abated as that its 
decline can be observed by any but myself. 

Be pleased to think on me sometimes. I am. Sir, &c 

Sam. JoHNsoir. 
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Limxft522. TO MR. STRAHAN. 

Oct 1& 1781 

Dear Sir, — I have hitherto omitted to give you that 
count of myself, which the kindness with which you have 
treated me gives you a right to expect. 

I went away feeble, asthmatical, and dropsical. The asthma 
has remitted for a time, but is now very troublesome; the 
weakness still continues, but the dropsy has disappeared ; and 
has twice, in the summer, yielded to medicine. I hope to 
return with a body somewhat, however little, relieved, and with 
a mind less defected. 

I hope your dear lady and dear little ones are all well, and 
all happy ; I love them aU. I am, dear Sir, your most humble 
servant, Sam. Johnson. 

LETMa 523. TO MR. EDMUND ALLEN. (1) 

: Pembroke College, Oxford, June 7. 1784. 
DxAR Sir, — I came hither on Thursday without the least 
trouble or fatigue, but I do not yet perceive any improvement 
of my health. My breath is very much obstructed, my legs 
are very soon tired, and my nights are very restless. 
. Boswel went back next day, and is not yet returned. Miss 
Adams and Miss More are not yet come. How long I shall 
stay or whither I shall go I cannot yet guess : while I am 
away I beg that you will sit for me at the Club, and that you 
will pay Betty Barber five shillings a week. I hope I shall 
by degrees be better. I am, &c. Sam. Johnson. 

Lkttkr 524. TO THE REV. DR. HAMILTON.(2) 

Bolt Court, June 4. 178dL 
Reverbnd Sir, — Be pleased to excuse this application 
from a stranger in fevour of one who has very little ability to 

(1) [From the original in thepoeaession of Allan Cunningham, Esq.] 

isS) [This and the two following letters, addressed to the Rev. Dr. Ha- 
milton, Vicar of St Martin** in the Fields, are published from the ori- 
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speak for herself. The unhappy woman who waits on you 
with this, has been known to me many years. She is the 
daughter of a clergyman of Leicestershire, who by an unhappy 
marriage is reduced to solicit a refuge in the workhouse of 
your parish, to which she has a claim by her husband's settle- 
ment. 

Her case admits of little deliberation ; she is turned out of 
her lodging into the street. What my condition allows me to 
do for her I have already done, and having no friend, she can 
have recourse only to the parish. I am, reverend Sir, &c. 

Sam. Johnsok. 

LjErTMt525. TO THE SAME. 

Bolt Court, Feb. 11. 1784. 

Sis, — My physicians endeavour to make me believe that I 
shall sometime be better qualified to receive visits from men of 
elegance and civility like yours. 

Mrs. Pelld shall wait upon you, and you will judge what 
will be proper for you to do. I once more return you my 
thanks, and am, Sir, &c. Sam. Johnsok. 

Litter 526. TO THE SAME. 

Feb. 17. 1784^ ^ 
Sib, — I am so much disordered that I can only say that 
this is the person whom I recommend to your kindness and 
£ivour. I am. Sir, &c. Sam. Johnson. 

LETTKa527. TO THE SAME. 

June 2. 1784. 

Sir, — You do every thing that is liberal and kind. Mrs. 
Pelld is a bad manager for herself, but I will employ a more 
skilful agent, one Mrs. Gardiner, who will wait on you and 



ginals, in the posseMlon of his son ; who observes, that *' thejr are of no 
nirther interest, than as showing the goodness of Johnson** heart, and 
the spirit with which he entered into the cause and Interests of an indi. 
vidual in distress, when he was almost on the bed of sickness and death 
himself." 
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employ Pelld*s money to the best advantage. Mrs. Gardiner 
wiU wait on you. 

I return you» Sir, sincere thanks for your attention to me. 
I am il], but hope to come back better (^), and to be made 
better still by your oonTersation. I am, Sir, &c. 

Sam. Johnson. 



No. II. 

Variofis Imitations of Johnson's Style. 

[See ana. Vol VIII. p. asi.] » 

I SHALL now fulfil my promise of exhibiting specimens of ▼»- 
rious sorts of imitation of Johnson's style. 

In the " Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy, 1787,** 
there is an « Essay on the Style of Dr. Samuel Johnson,** by 
the Reverend Robert Burrowes, whose respect for the great 
object of his criticism (^) is thus evinced in the concluding 
paragraph : ** I have singled him out from the whole body of 
English writers, because his universally-acknowledged beauties 
would be most apt to induce imitation : and I have treated 
rather on his &ults, than his perfections, because an essay 
might comprise all the observations I could make upon his 
faults, while volumes would not be sufficient for a treatise on 
his perfections.** 

(1) rDr. Johnton left town on the following morning, with Boswdl, for 
Oxfoia] 

(SrWe murt amile at a Uttle inaeeuracy of metaphor in the preface to 
the TranMctioBt, which is written by Mr. Burrowes. The eriHe qf tke 
tijde qf Jobnton having, with a just seal for literature, observed, that the 
wn<de nation are called on to exert themselves, afterwards says, « They are 
coiled on by every tye which can have laudable influence on the heart of 
man." -. Boswbll. ~ See atUi, VoL L p. 25& — C. 
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Mr. Burrowes has analysed the composition of Johnson^ and 
pointed out its peculiarities with much acuteness; and J 
would recommend a careful perusal of his Essay to those who 
being captivated by the union of perspicuity and splendour 
which the writings of Johnson contain, without having a suf- 
ficient portion of his vigour of mind, may be in danger of be- 
coming bad copyists of his naanner. I, however, cannot but 
observe, and I observe it to his credit, that this learned gen- 
tleman has himself caught no mean degree of the expansion 
and harmony which, independent of all other circumstances, 
characterise the sentences of Johnson. Thus, in the preface 
to the volume in which the Essay appears, we find, 

** If.it be said that in locieties of this sort too much attention is fre. 
quently bestowed on subjects barren and speculative, it may be answered 
that no one science is so little connected with the rest as not to afibrd 
many principles whose use may extend considerably beyond the science to 
which they primarily belong, and that no proposition is so purely theore- 
tical as to be totally incapable of being applied to practical purposes. There 
is no apparent connection between duration and the cycloidal arch, the 
properties of which duly attended to have fUmished us with our best re- 
gulated methods of measuring time : and he who had made himself master 
of the nature and affections of the logarithmic curve is not aware that he 
has advanced considerably towards ascertaining the proportionable density 
of the air at its various distances from the surface of the earth.** 

The ludicrous imitators of Johnson's style are innumerable. 
Their general method is to accumulate hard words, without 
considering, that, although he was fond of introducing them 
occasionally, there is not a single sentence in all his writings 
where they are crowded together, as in the first verse of the 
following imaginary Ode by him to Mrs. Thrale(i), which 
appeared in the newspapers : — 

*' Cervtsial coctor*g.vtduate dame, 
Opira't thou this gigantic frame, 

Procumbing at thy shrine. 
Shall, catenated by thy charms, 
A captive in thy ambient arms, 

Perennially be thine ? ** 



(1) Johnson's wishing to unite himself with this rich widow was much 
talked of, but I believe without foundation. The report, however, gave 
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This and a thousand other such attempts are totally unlike 
the original, which the writers imagined they were turning into 
ridicule. There is not similarity enough for burlesque, or 
even for caricature. 

Mr. Colman, in his " Prose on several Occasions,'* has " A 
Letter from Lexiphanes, containing Proposals for a Glossary, 
or Vocabulary of the Vulvar Tongue / intended as a Supple- 
ment to a larger Dictionary." It is evidently meant as a 
sportive sally of ridicule on Johnson, whose style is thus imi- 
tated, without being grossly overcharged : — 

" It is easy to foresee that the idle and illiterate will complain that I 
have increased their labours by endeavouring to diminish them ; and that 
I have explained what is more easy by what is more difficult— ^gnoAon 
per ignotius. I expect, on the other hand, the liberal acknowledgments of 
the learned. He who is buried in scholastic retirement, secluded from the 
assemblies of the gay, and remote Arom the circles of the polite, will at 
once comprehend the definitions, and be grateful for such a seasonable and 
necessary elucidation of his mother.tongue." 

Annexed to this letter is the following short specimen of the 
work, thrown together in a vague and desultory manner, not 
even adhering to alphabetical concatenation. 



occasion to a poem, not without characteristical merit, entitled " Ode 
to Mrs. Thrale, by Samuel Johnson, LL.D., on their supposed approach, 
ing Nuptials : " printed for Mr. Faulder in Bond Street. I shall quote 
as a specimen the first three stanzas : — 

" If e'er my fingers touch'd the lyre, 
In satire fierce, in pleasure gay. 
Shall not my Thralia's smiles inspire? 
Shall Sam refUse the sportive lay ? 

•* My dearest lady! view your slave, 
Behold him as your very Scrub ; 
Eager to write as author grave, 
• Or govern well — the brewing.tub. 

" To rich felicitv thus raised. 

My bosom glows with amorous fire. 
Porter no longer shall be praised ; 
•Tis I my self am Thrale's Entire.** -^B. 

Mrs. Carter, in one of her letters to Mrs. Montagu, says, « I once saw 
him {Dr. Johnson) very indi^ when somebody jested about Mrs. Thrale's 
marrying himself. The choice would, no doubt, have been singular, but 
much less exceptionable than that which she has made.*' — Jtfr«. Carter's 
Inters, vol iii. p. S21. — C. 
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** HiGOLBDY PIGGLEDT, — Conglomeration and confUsion. 

" HoDGB-poDOE, — A culinary mixture of heterogeneous ingredients : 

applied metaphorically to all discordant combinations. 
" Tit for Tat, — Adequate retaliation. ti 

" Shilly Sbally, •— Hesitation and irresolution. 
'* Fee I FA I FUM I — Gigantic intonations. 
** Rigmarole, — Discourse, incoherent and rhapsodical. 
" Crincum.crancum, — Lines of irregularity and involution. 
"Ding-dong, — Tintinnabulary chimes, used metaphorically to signify 

despatch and vehemence.** (}) * 

The serious imitators of Johnson's style, whether intention- 
ally or by the imperceptible effect of its strength and anim- 
ation, are, as I have had already occasion to observe, so many, 
that I might introduce quotations from a numerous body of 
writers in our language, since he appeared in the literary 
world. I shall point out the following : — 

WILLIAM ROBERTSON, D.D. 

" In other parts of the globe, man, in his rudest state, appears as lord of 
the creation, giving law to various tribes of animals which he has tamed 
and reduced to subjection. The Tartar follows his prey on the horse 
which he has reared, or tends his numerous herds which furnish him both 
with food and clothing ; the Arab has rendered the camel docile, and 
avails himself of its persevering strength ; the Laplander has formed the 
reindeer to be subservient to his will ; and^even the people of Kamschatka 
have trained their dogs to labour. This command over the inferior crea- 
tures is one of the noblest prerogatives of man, and among the greatest 
efforts of his wisdom and power. Without this, his dominion is incom- 
plete. He is a monarch who has no subjects ; a master without servants; 
and must perform every operation by the strength of his own arm.'* {^) 

EDWARD GIBBON, ESQ. 

** Of all our passions and appetites, the love of power is of the most im. 
perious and unsociable nature, since the pride of one man requires^ the 



(1) On the original publication of Mr. Boswell's own work, the press 
teemed with parodies, or imitations of his style of reporting Dr. Johnson's 
conversation : but they are now all deservedly forgotten, except one by Mr. 
Alexander Chalmers, which is executed with so much liveliness and plea- 
santry, and is, in fact, so just a criticism on the lighter portions of this 
work, that the reader will be, I believe, much pleased to find it preserved. 
See antCt ** lesson in Biography } or. How to write the Life of one's 
Friend.'*— C. 

(S) History of America, vol i. 4to, p.332. 
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submiMion of tbe multitude. In tbe tumult of <nvU ditcoid tfae Unrt of 
■ociety loie their force, and Uieir place b seldom supplied by those of hu- 
manity. The ardour of contention, the pride of victory, the deqiair of 
success, the memory of past injuries, and the fear of future dangers, all 
contribute to inflame the mind, and to silence the voice of pity.** (0 

MISS BURNEY. 

** My &mily, mistaking ambition for honour, and rank for dignity, have 
long planned a splendid connection for me, to which, though my invariable 
repugnance has stopped any advances, their wishes and their views im. 
movably adhere. I am but too certain they will now listen to no other. 
I dread, therefore, to make a trial where I despair of success ; I know not 
how to risk a prayer with those who may silence me by a command.'* (>) 

REVEREND MR NARES. (S) 

" In an enlightened and improving age, much perhaps is not to be appre. 
hended from the inroads of mere caprice ; at such a period it will generally 
be perceived that needless irregularity is the worst of all deformities, and 
that nothing is so truly elegant in language as the simplicity of unviolated 
analogy. Rules will, therefore, be observed, so far as they are known and 
acknowledged : but, at the same time, the desire of improvement having 
been once excited will not remain inactive ; and its eflR>rts, unless assisted 
by knowledge as much as they are prompted by seal, will not unfrequently 
be found pernicious; so that the very persons whose intention it is to per. 
feet the instrument of reason will deprave and disorder it unknowingly. 
At such a time, then, it becomes peculiarly necessary that the analogy of 
language should be fUlly examined and understood ; that its rules should 
be carefully laid down ; and that it should be clearly known how much it 
contains which, being already right, should be defended Arom change and 
violation ; how much it has that demands amendment ; and how much 
that, for fear of greater inconveniences, must, perhaps, be left unaltered, 
though irregular.*' 

A distinguished author in « The Mirror "(* )» a periodical 
paper published at Edinburgh, has imitated Johnson very 
closely. Thus, in No. 16. : — 
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(1) Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. i. chap. 4. 

(2) Cecilia, book vii. chap. i. 

The passage which I quote is taken from that gentleman's" Elements 
Orthoepy ; containing a distinct View of the whole Analogy of the En. 
glish Language, so far as relates to Pronunc$ation,Accentt and Quantity :'* 
London, 1784. I beg leave to ofibr my particular acknowledgments to the 
author of a work of uncommon merit and great utility. I know no book 
which contains, in the same compass, more learning, polite literature, 
sound sense, accuracy of arrangement, and perspicuity of expression. 

(4) That collection was presented to Dr. Johnson, I believe, by its 
authors ; and I heard him speak very well of it 
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** The effects of the return of spring have been Anequently remarked, as 
well in relation to the human mind as to the animal and vegetable world. 
The reviving power of this season has been traced from the fields to the 
herds that inhabit them, and fh>m the lower classes of beings up to man. 
Gladness and Joy are described as prevailing through universal nature, 
animating the low of the cattle, the carol of the birds, and the pipe of the 
shepherd.'* 

The Reverend Dr. Knox, master of Tunbridge school, ap- 
pears to have the imitari aveo of Johnson's style perpetually in 
his mind; and to his assiduous, though not servile^ study of it, 
we may partly ascribe the extensive popularity of his writings. ( * ) 

In his ** Essays, Moral and Literary,*' No. 3., we find the 
following passage : — 

" Ilie polish of external grace may indeed be deferred till the approach 
of manhood. When solidity is obtained by pursuing the modes prescribed 
by our forefathers, then may the file be used. The firm substance will bear 
attrition, and the lustre then acquired will be durable." 

There is, however, one in No. 11. which is blown up into 
such tumidity as to be truly ludicrous. The writer means to 
tell us, that members of Parliament who have run in debt by 
extravagance will sell their votes to avoid an arrest (S), which 
he thus expresses : — 

** They who build houses and collect costly pictures and furniture with 



(1) It were to be wished that he had imitated that great man in every 
reirpect, and had not followed the example of Dr. Adam Smith, in ungra. 
ciously attacking his venerable Aima Mater, Oxford. It must, however, 
be obfterved, that he is 'much less to blame than Smith : he only objects to 
certain particulars ; Smith to the whole institution ; though indebted for 
much of his learning to an exhibition which he enjoyed for many years at 
Baliol College. Neither of them, however, will do any hurt to the 
noblest university in the world. While I animadvert on what appears to 
me exceptionable in some of the works of Dr. Knox, I cannot refuse due 
praise to others of his productions; particularly his sermons, and to the 
spirit with which he maintains, against presumptuous heretics, the conso- 
latory doctrines peculiar to the Christian Revelation. This he has done in 
a manner equally strenuous and conciliating. Neither ought I to omit 
mentioning a remarkable instance of his candour. Notwithstanding the 
wide difference of our opinions upon the important subject of university 
education, in a letter to me concerning this work, he thus expresses him- 
self: *' I thank you for the very great entertainment your Life of Johnson 
gives me. It is a most valuable work. Yours is a new species of bio^aphy. 
Happy for Johnson that he had so able a recorder of his wit and wisdom.** 

(2) Dr. Knox, in his " Moral and Literary" abstraction, may be excused 
for not knowing the political regulations of his country. No senator can 
be in the hands of a bailiff 

VOL. X. U 
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the money of an honMi artkui or mechanic will be very glad of eman^ 
pakion ik-om the hands of a baUlff by aaale of thdc lenatorial rafflrage.** 

But I think the most perfect imitation of Jdinaon is a 
professed one, entitled ** A Criticism on 6ray*s Elegy in a 
Country Churchyard*' (>), said to be written by Mr. Young, 
professor of Greek, at Glasgow, and of which let him have the 
credit, unless a better title can be shown. It has not only the 
particularities of Johnson's style, but that very species of lite- 
rary discussion and illustration for which he was eminent. 
Having already quoted so much from others, I shall refer the 
curious to this performance, with an assurance of much enter- 
tainment. 

Yet whatever merit there may be in any imitations of John- 
son's style, every good judge must see that they are obviously 
different from the original ; for aU of them are either deficient 
in its force, or overloaded with its peculiarities ; and the power- 
ful sentiment to which it is suited is not to be found. 

(1) It leems to me to be one of the most insii^d and unmeaning volumes 
ever published. I cannot make out whether it was meant for Jest or 
earnest ; but it fails either way, for it has neither pleasantry nor sense. 
Johnson saw this work, and thus writes of it :— **Of the imitation of my 
style, in a criticism on Gray's Churchyard, I forgot to make mention. The 
author is, I believe, utterly unknown, for Mr. iMeevens cannot hunt him 
out I know little of it, for though It was sent me, I never cut the leaves 
open. I had a letter with it, representing it to me as my own work; in 
such an account to the public there may be humour, but to myself it was 
neither serious nor comical. I suspect the writer to be wrong-headed. As 
to the noise which it makes, I never heard it, and am inclined to believe 
that few attacks either of ridicule or invective make much noise but by 
the help of those that they provoke.'*— Z«lfer to Thrale, July 5. 1783L — C 
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No. III. 

NOTE ON THE WORDS " BALANCE OP MISERY." 

[See anti. Vol VIIL p. 305.] 

The Reverend Mr. Ralph Churton, Fellow of Braien-Nose 
College, Oxford, has fevoured me with the following remarks 
on my work, which he is pleased to say, << I have hitherto ex- 
toUed, and cordially approve : "— 

" The chief part of what I have to observe is contained in the following 
transcript from a letter to a friend, which, with his concurrence, I copied 
for this purpose j and, whatever may be the merit or justness of the re- 
marks, you may be sure that being written to a most intimate friend, 
without any intention that they ever should go further, they are the ge> 
nuine and undisguised sentiments of the writer : — 

«* Jan. 6. 1792. 
"* Last week I was reading the second volume of ' Boswell's Johnson,' 
with increasing esteem for the worthy author, and increasing veneration 
of the wonderAiI and excellent man who is the subject of it. The writer 
throws in, now and then, very properly, some serious religious reflections ; 
but there is one remark,' in my mind an obvious and just one, which I 
think he has not made, that Johnson's ' morbid melancholy,* and constU 
tutional infirmities, were intended by Providence, like St Paul's thorn in 
the flesh, to check intellectual conceit and arrogance; which the con- 
sciousness of his extraordinary talents, awake as he was to the voice of 
praise, might otherwise have generated in a very culpable degree. An. 
other observation strikes me, that in consequence of the same natural in. 
disposition, and habitual sickliness (for he says he scarcely passed one day 
without pain after his twentieth year), be considered and represented hu. 
man life as a scene of much greater misery than is generally experienced. 
There may be persons bowed down with affliction all their days ; and there 
are those, no doubt, whose iniquities rob them of rest ; but neither caUu 
mities nor crimes, I hope and believe, do so much and so generally abound, 
as to justify the dark picture of lifb which Johnson's imagination designed, 
and his strong pencil delineated. This I am sure, the colouring is flsr too 
gloomy for what I have experienced, though, as fi&r as I can remember, I 
have had more sickness (I do not say more severe but only more in quan. 

u 2 
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tity) than falls to the lot of moit people But then daily debility and oc- 
casional sickneM were far overbalanced by intervenient days, and, perhaps, 
weeks void of pain, and overflowing with comfort So that, in short, to 
return to the subject, human life, as far as I can perceive from expe- 
rience or observation, is not that state of constant wretchedness which 
Johnson always insisted it was : which misrepresentation, for such it surely 
is, his biographor has not corrected, I suppose, because, unhappily, he has 
himself a large portion of melancholy in his constitution, and fancied the 
portrait a fkithftil copy of life.* 

** The learned writer then proceeds thus in his letter to me : — 

" * I have conversed with some sensible men on this subject, who all seem 
to entertain the same sentiments respecting life with those which are ex. 
pressed or implied in the forgoing paragraph. It might be added, that 
aM the representation here spoken of appears not consistent with foct and 
experience, so neither does it seem to be countenanced by Scripture. There 
is, perhaps, no part of the sacred volume which at first sight promises so 
much to lend its sanction to these dark and desponding notions as the book 
of Ecdesiastes, which so often, and so emphatically, proclaims the vanity 
of things sublunary. But the design of this whole book (as it has been 
justly observed) is not to put us out of conceit with life, but to cure our 
vain expectations of a complete and perfect happiness in this world : to 
convince us, that there is no such thing to be found in mere external en. 
joyments ; — and to teach us to seek for happiness in the practice of virtue, 
in the knowledge and love of God, and in the hopes of a better life. For 
this is the application of all : I^et us hear, &c. xii. IS. Not only bis duty, 
but his happiness too : For God, &c. v. 14. — See Sherlock on Providence.* 

'* The New Testament tells us, indeed, and most truly, that ' sufficient 
unto the day is the evil thereof:' and, therefore, wisely forbids us to in- 
crease our burden by forebodings of sorrows ; but I think it nowhere says, 
that even our ordinary afflictions are not consistent with a very consider, 
able degree of positive comfort and satisfaction. And, accordingly, one 
whose suSbrings as well as merits were conspicuous assures us, that in 
proportion ' as the sufferings of Christ abounded in them, so their conso. 
lation also abounded by Christ.' 2 Cor. i. 5. It is needless to cite, as indeed 
it would be endless even to refer to, the multitude of passages in both 
Testaments holding out, in the strongest language, promises of blessings, 
even in this world, to the faithful servants of God. I will only refer to St. 
Luke, xviii. S9, 30., and 1 Tim. iv. 8. 

" Upon the whole, setting aside instances of great and lasting bod'dy 
pain, of minds peculiarly oppressed by melancholy, and of severe temporal 
calamities, from which extraordinary cases we surely should not form our 
estimate of the general tenor and complexion of life ; excluding these fh>m 
the account, I am convinced that as well the gracious constitution of 
things which Providence has ordained, as the declarations of Scripture and 
the actual experience of individuals, authorise the sincere Christian to 
hope that his humble and constant endeavours to perform his duty, che- 
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quered as the best life is with many failings, will be crowned with a greater 
degree of present peace, serenity, and comfort, than he could reasonably 
permit himself to expect, if he measured his views and judged of life Arom 
the opinion of Dr. Johnson, often and energetically expressed in the me- 
moirs of him, without any animadversion or censure by his ingenious bio- 
grapher. If he himself, upon reviewing the subject, shall see the matter 
in this light, he wiU, in an octavo edition, which is eagerly expected, make 
such additional remarks or corrections as he shall judge fit ; lest the im- 
pressions which these discouraging passages may leave on the reader's 
mind should in a degree hinder what otherwise the whole spirit and energy 
of the work tends, and, I hope, successfully, to promote,'— pure morality 
and true religion." 

Though I have, in some degreci obviated any reflections 
against my illustrious friend's dark views of life, when con- 
sidering, in the course of this work, his « Rambler " and his 
<< Rasselas," I am obliged to Mr. Churton for complying with 
my request of his permission to insert his remarks, being con- 
scious of the weight of what he judiciously suggests as to the 
melancholy in my own constitution. His more pleasing views 
of life, I hope, are just. Vdkant quantum valere potsunt. Mr. 
Churton concludes his letter to me in these words : — 

" Once, and only once, I had the satisfisurtion of seeing your illustrious 
fHend ; and as I feel a particular regard for all whom he distinguished 
with his esteem and friendship, so I derive much pleasure fVom reflecting 
that I once beheld, though but transiently, near our college gate, one 
whose works will for ever delight and improve the world, who was a sincere 
and sealous son of the church of England, an honour to his country, and 
an ornament to human nature.** 

His letter was accompanied with a present from himself of 
his ** Sermons at the Bampton Lecture," and from his friend, 
Dr. Townson, the venerable rector of Malpas, in Cheshire, of 
his ** Discourses on the Gospels," together with the following 
extract of a letter from that excellent person, who is now gone 
to receive the reward of his labours : " Mr. Boswell is not 
only very entertaining in his works, but they are so replete 
with moral and religious sentiments, without an instance, as 
far as I know, of a contrary tendency, that I cannot help having 
a great esteem for him; and if you think such a trifle as a 
copy of the Discourses, ex dono authoris, would be acceptable 

U 3 
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to fainif I should be happy to give him this small testimony of 
my regard. ** Such spontaneous testimonies of approbation from 
suob men, without any personal acquaintance with me, are 
truly valuable and encouraging. 



No. IV. 

CATALOGUE OR LIST OF DESIGNS. 
• [Referred to in Vol VIII. p. S88.] 

DnriNiTT. 

A SMALL book of precepts and directions for piety ; the hint 
taken from the directions in Morton^s Exercise. 

PhILOSOPHT, HiSTOEY, and LfTKEATnaX IN GXNBRAL. 

History of Criticism, as it relates to judging of authors, from 
Aristotle to the present age. An account of the rise and im- 
provements of that art : of the different opinions of authors, 
ancient and modem. 

Translation of the History of Herodian. 

New edition of Fairfiix's Translation of Tasso, with notes, 
glossary, &c 

Chaucer, a new edition of him, from manuscripts and old 
editions, with various readings, conjectures, renuu'ks on his 
language, and the changes it had undergone from the earliest 
times to his age, and from his to the present ; with notes ex- 
planatory of customs, &c. and references to Boccace, and oth^ 
authors, from whom he has borrowed, with an account of the 
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liberties he has taken in telling the stories ; his life, and an 
exact etymological glossary. 

Aristotle*s Rhetoric, a translation of it into English.* 

A Collection of Letters, translated from the modem writers 
with some account of the several authors. 

Oldham's Poems, with notes, historical and critical. 

Roscommon's Poems, with notes. 

Lives of the Philosophers, written with a polite air, in such 
a manner as may divert as well as instruct. 

History of the Heathen Mjrthology, with an explication of 
the &bles, both allegorical and historical ; with references to 
the poets. 

History of the State of Venice^ in a compendious manner. 

Aristotle's Ethics* an English translation of them, with 
notes. 

Geographical Dictionary from the French. [ Utrecht.] M& 

Hierocles upon Pythagoras, translated into English, per- 
haps with notes. This is done by Norris. [Nov. 9th, 1752.] 
MS. 

A book of Letters, upon all kinds of subjects. 

Claudtan, a new edition of his works, cum noHs wariorumf in 
the manner of Burman. 

Tully's Tusculan questicms, a translation of them. 

TuUy's De Natura Deorum, a translation of those books. 

Benzo's New History of the New World, to be translated. 

Machiavel's History of Florence, to be translated. 

History of the Revival of Learning in Europe, containing 
an account of whatever contributed to the restoration of litera- 
ture ; such as controversies, printing, the destruction of the 
Greek empire, the encouragement of great men, with the lives 
of the most eminent patrons, and most eminent early professors 
of all kinds of learning in di£ferent countries. 

A Body of Chronology, in verse, with historical notes. 
[Nov. 9th, 1752.] MS. 

A Table of the Spectators, Tatlers, and Gruardians, dis- 
tinguished by figures into six degrees of value, with notes 
giving the reasons of preference or degradation. 

U 4 
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A Collection of Letters from English authors, with a pre- 
&ce, giving some account of the writers; with reasons for 
selection, and criticism upon styles ; remarks on each letter, if 
needful. 

A Collection of Proverbs from various languages. Jan. 
6th, —-53. 

A Dictionary to the Common Prayer, in imitation of Cal- 
met*s Dictionary of the Bible. March, [17]52. 

A Collection of Stories and Examples, like those of Valerius 
Maximus. Jan. 10th, [17]5d. 

From ^lian, a volume of select Stories, perhaps from others. 
Jan. 28th, [l7]53. 

Collection of Travels, Voyages, Adventures, and Descriptions 
of Countries. 

Dictionary of Ancient History and Mythology. 

Treatise on the Study of Polite Literature, containing the 
history of learning, directions for editions, commentaries, &c. 

Maxims, Characters, and Sentiments, after the manner of 
Bruyere, collected out of ancient authors, particularly the 
Greek, with Apophthegms. 

Classical Miscellanies, Select Translations from ancient 
Greek and Latin authors. 

Lives of Illustrious Persons, as well of the active as the 
learned, in imitation of Plutarch. 

Judgment of the learned upon English Authors. 

Poetical Dictionary of the English Tongue. 

Considerations upon the present State of London. 

Collection of Epigrams, with notes and observations. 

Observations on the English Language, relating to words, 
phrases, and modes of qieech. 

Minutiae, Literaris, Miscellaneous Reflections, Criticisms, 
Emendations, Notes. 

History of the Constitution. 

Comparison of Philosophical and Christian Morality, by 
sentences collected from the moralists and fathers. 

Plutarch's Lives, in English, with notes. 
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POETRT AND WoRKS OF IMAGINATION. 

Hymn to Ignorance. 

The Palace of Sloth : — a vision. 

Coluthu8» to be translated. 

Prejudice, — a poetical essay. 

The Palace of Nonsense, — a vision. 

Johnson's extraordinary facility of composition, when he 
shook off* his constitutional indolence, and resolutely sat down 
to write, is admirably described by Mr. Courtenay, in his 
" Poetical Review," which I have several times quoted : — 

" While through life's maze he sent a piercing view. 
His mind expansive to the object grew. 
With various stores of erudition fraught. 
The lively image, the deep searching thought. 
Slept in repose ; —but when the moment press'd. 
The bright ideas stood at once confess'd ; 
Instant his genius sped its vigorous rays. 
And o'er the letter'd world diffVised a blaze. 
As womb'd with fire the cloud electric flies. 
And calmly o'er the horizon seems to rise : 
Touch 'd by the pointed steel, the lightning flows. 
And all th' expanse with rich effulgence glows." 

We shall in vain endeavour to know with exact precision 
every production of Johnson's pen. He owned to me that he 
had written about forty sermons ; but as I understood that he 
had given or sold them to different persons, who were to preach 
them as their own, he did not consider himself at liberty to 
acknowledge them. Would those who were thus aided by 
him, who are still alive, and the friends of those who are dead, 
&irly inform the world, it would be obligingly gratifying a 
reasonable curiosity, to which there should, I think, now be 
no objection. Two volumes of them, published since his death, 
are sufficiently ascertained. See Vol. VII. p. 326. I have be« 
fore me in his handwriting a fragment of twenty quarto leaves, 
of a translation into English of Sallust, De Bdlo CatUinario, 
When it was done I have no notioir: but it seems to have no 
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very superior merit to mark it as his. Besides the publications 
heretofore mentioned, I am satisfied, from internal evidence, 
to admit also as genuine the following, which, notwit h sta n din g 
all my chronological care, escaped me in the course of this 
work : — 

« Considerations on the Case of Dr. Trapp's Sermons," f 
published in 17S9, in the « Gentleman's Magazine." It is a 
very ingenious defence of the right of abridging an author*s 
work, without being held as infringing his property. Hiis is 
one of the nicest questions in the Law of Literature ; and I 
cannot help thinking, that the indulgence of abridging is often 
exceedingly injurious to authors and booksellers, and should 
in very few cases be permitted. At any rate, to prevent diffi- 
cult and uncertain discussion, and give an absolute security to 
authors in the property o£ their labours, no abridgment what- 
ever should be permitted till after the expiration of such a 
number of years as the legislature may be pleased to fix. 

But, though it has been confidently ascribed to him, I cannot 
allow that he wrote a dedication to both houses of parliament 
of a book entitled « The Evangelical History Harmonised." 
He was no cro<iker, no declaimer against the Hmea, He would 
not have written " That we are fallen upon an age in which 
corruption is not barely universal, is universally confessed." 
Nor, « Rapine preys on the public without opposition, and 
peijury betrays it without inquiry." Nor would he, to excite 
a speedy reformation, have conjured up such phantoms of 
t«pror as these :» « A few years longer, and perhiqps all en- 
deavours will be in vain. We may be swallowed by an earths 
quake ; we may be delivered to our enemies." This is not 
Johnscmian. 

There are, indeed, in this dedication several sentences ocm- 
structed upon the model of those of Johnson. But the imitation 
of the form, without the spirit of his style, has been so general, 
that this of itself is not sufficient evidence. Even our news- 
paper writers aspire to it. In an account of the funeral of 
Edwin, the comedian, in « The Diary" of Nov. 9. 1790, that 
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son of drollery is thus described : — ** A man who had so often 
cheered the sullenness of vacancy, and suspended the approaches 
of sorrow." And in *< Hie Dublin Evening Post,** August 
16. 1791, there is the following paragraph : — « It is a singular 
circumstance, that in a city like this, containing 200,000 peo- 
ple there are three months in the year during which no place 
of public amusement is open. Long vacation is here a vaca- 
tion from pleasure^ as well as business ; nor is there any mode 
of passing the listless evenings of declining summer, but in the 
riots of a tavern, or the stupidity of a coffee-house.'* 

I have not thought it necessary to specify every copy of 
verses written by Johnson, it being my intention to publish 
an authentic edition of all his poetry, with notes. 
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No.V. 



CHRONOLOGICAL CATALOGUE 

OP 

THE PROSE WORKS 

OF 

SAMUEL JOHNSON, LL.D.(0 



N. B.— To those which he himself acknowled{red is added acknowl. To 
those which may be AiUy believed to be his from internal evidence is 
added intern, evkt. 



1735. Abridgment and translatioii of Lobo*s Voyage to Abys- 
sinia, cuknowL 
1738. Fart of a translation of Father Faul Sarpi*8 History of 
the Council of Trent, acknowL 
N. B. — As this work, after some sheets were printed, sud- 
denly stopped, I know not whether any part of it is now to be 
found. 



(1) I do not here include his poetical works ; for, excq^ting his Latin 
translation of Pope's Messiah, his London, and his Vanity of Human 
IVishes, imitated from Juvenal, his Prologue on the opening of Drury- 
Lane Theatre by Mr. Garrick, and bis Irene, a Tragedy, they are very 
numerous and in general short ; and I have promised a complete edition 
of them, in which I shall, with the utmost care, ascertain their authen. 
ticity, and illustrate them with notes and various readings. — Boswell — 
The meaning of this sentence, and particularly of the word excepting, is 
not very clear. Perhaps Mr. Boswell wrote, ** they are fMtf very numerous, 
which would be less obscure. — C. 
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FOR THB GENTLEMAN*S MAGAZINE. 

Preface, intern, evid. 

Life of Father Paul> acknowL 
1739. A complete vindication of the Licenser of the Stage 
from the malicious and scandalous aspersions of Mr. 
Brooke, author of Gustavus Vasa, acknowl 

Marmor Norfolciense : or an Essay on an ancient pro- 
jAetical inscription in monkish rhyme, lately disco- 
vered near Lynne in Norfolk, by Frobus Britan- 
Kicus, twknowL 

for the oentlemak's magazine. 

Life of Boerhaave, ticknowl. 

Address to the Reader, intern, evid. 

Appeal to the Public in behalf of the Editor, intern, 
evidm 

Considerations on the case of Dr. Trapp*s Sermons ; a 
plausible attempt to prove that an author's work may 
be abridged without injuring his property, acknowl, 

I (^) * Address to the Reader in May. 

1740. FOR THE gentleman's MAGAZINE. 

Preface, intern, evid. 
Life of Admiral Drake, acknowl. 
Life of Admiral Blake, acknowl. 
Life of Philip Barretier, acknowl. 
Essay on Epitaphs, acknowl, 

1741. FOR THE gentleman's MAGAZINE. 

Preface, intern, evid, 

A free translation of the Jests of Hierocles, with an in- 
troduction, intern, evid. 

Debate on the Humble Petition and Advice of the 
Rump Parliament to CromweU, in 1657, to assume 



(1) These and several other articles, which are marked with an asterisk, 
were suggested to Mr. Malone by Mr. Chalmers as probably written by 
Dr. Johnson ; they are therefore placed in this general list— C 
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the title of King; abridged, methodised, and di- 
gested, intern, evid. 

Translation of Abb^ Guyon's Dissertation on the 
Amazons, intern, evid. 

Translation of Fontenelle*s Pan^^yric on Dr. Morin, 
intern, evid, 

1742. FOR THE oemtleman's magazike. 

Frefiioe, intern, evid. 

Essay on the Account of the Conduct of the Duchess 
of Marlborough, acknowL 

An Account of the Life of Peter Burman, acinowL 

The Life of Sydenham, afterwards prefixed to Dr. 
Swan's edition of his works, acknowL 

Proposals for printing Bibliotheca Harleiana, or a 
Catalogue of the Library of the Earl of Oxford, 
afterwards prefixed to the first volume of that cata- 
logue, in which the Latin accounts of the books were 
written by him, acknowL 

Abridgment, entitled Foreign History, intern, evid. 

Essay on the Description of China, from the French of 
Du Halde, intern, evid, 
1743. Dedication to Dr. Mead of Dr. James's Medicinal 
Dictionary, intern, evid, 

FOR THE gentleman's MAGAZINE. 

Pre&ce, intern, evid. 

Parliamentary Debates under the name of Debates in 

the Senate of Lilliput, from Nov. 19. 1740, to Feb. 

23. 1742-3, inclusive, tuknowL 
Considerations on the Dispute between Crousaz and 

Warburton on Pope's Essay on Man, wtem, evid, 
A Letter, announcing that the Life of Mr. Savage was 

speedily to be published by a person who was favoured 

with his confidence, intern, evid, 
Advertaienient for Osborne concerning the Harleian 

Catalogue tMiem, evid. 
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1744. Life of Richard Sevagei aeknoud. 

Preface to the Harleian Misoellanyi aekiumfL 

FOR THE GENTLEMAN*S MAGAZINE. 

Preface, ii^em, evid. 

1745. Miscellaneous Observations on the tragedy of Mac- 

beth, with remarks on Sir T. H.*s (Sir Thomas 
Hanmer's) Edition of Shakspeare, and proposals for 
a new Edition of that Poet, aeknowL 

1 747. Plan for a Dictionary of the Enolish Lakquage, ad- 

dressed to Philip Dormer, Earl of Chesterfield, 
itcknowL 

FOR THE gentleman's MAGAZINE. 

* Lauder's Proposals for printing the Adamus Exvl of 

Grotius. 
[Abridgment of Foreign History, Gent, Mag, 1794, 

p. 1001.] 

FOR THE gentleman's MAGAZINE. 

1748. Life of Roscommon, acknowh 

Foreign History, November, ifUem. evid. 

FOR MR. DODSLET's PRECEPTOR. 

Preface, achnowL 

Vision of Theodore the Hermit, acknowL 

FOR THE gentleman's MAGAZINE. 

1749. * Letter on Fire Works. 

1750. The Rambler, the first paper of which was published 

20th of March this year, and the last 17th of March, 
1752, the day on which Mrs. Johnson died(i), 
acknowl. 
Letter in the General Advertiser to excite the atten- 



(1) This is a mistake. The last number of the Rambler appeared on the 
14th of March, three days before Mrs. Johnion died.— Malonb. 
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tion of the public to the perfonnanoe of Comus, 
which was next day to be acted at Dniry Lane play- 
house, for the benefit of Milton's grand-daughter, 
acknowL 
Preface and Postscript to Lauder's Pamphlet, entitled 
« An Essay on Milton's Use and Imitation of the 
Moderns in his Paradise Lost," acknowl. 

FOR THK GENTLEMAH's MAGAZINE. 

Address to the Public concerning Miss Williams's Mis* 
cellanies. 
1751. Life of Cheynel, in the Miscellany called « The Stu- 
dent," acknowl. 

Letter for Lauder, addressed to the Reverend Dr. John 
Douglas, acknowledging his fraud concerning Milton 
in terms of suitable contrition, acknowL 

Dedication to the Earl of Middlesex of Mrs. Charlotte 
Lennox's << Female Quixote," intern, evicL 

FOR THE gentleman's MAGAZINE. 

* Preface. 

* Criticism on Moore's Gil Bias. 

1753. Dedication to John, Earl of Orrery, of Shakspeare 

illustrated, by Mrs. Charlotte Lennox, tzcknowl 
During this and the following year he wrote and gave 
to his much loved friend, Dr. Bathurst, the papers in 
the Adventurer, signed T., acknowh 

FOR THE gentleman's MAGAZINE. 

* Preface. 

* Notice of Mr. Edward Cave's death, inserted in the 
last page of the index. 

1754. Life of Edward Cave, in the Gentleman's Magazine, 

acknowl, 

FOR THE gentleman's MAGAZINE. 

* Preface. 
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1755. A DicnoMAETi with a Oramnuur and History, of the 
EvGLUH Lanouaox, oeknowL 
Ab Account of an Attempt to ascertain the Longitude 
at Sea, by an exact Theory of the Variations 0f the 
Magnetical Needle, with a Table of the Variations 
at the most remarkable cities in £ur(^>e, from the 
year 1660 to 1780, acknowL This he wrote for Mr. 
Zachariah Williams, an ingenious ancient Welsh gen- 
tleman, father of Mrs. Anna Williams, whom he for 
many years kindly lodged in his house. It was pub- 
lished with a translation into Italian by Signor Ba^ 
rettL In a copy of it, which he priesented to the 
Bodleian Library at Oxford, is pasted a character of 
the late Mr. Zachariah Williams, plainly written by 
Johnson, intern, evid, 
1756. An Abridgment of his Dictionary, ackhmoL 

Several Essays in the Universal Visitor, which there is 
some difficulty in ascertaining. All that are marked 
with two asterisks have been ascribed to him, although 
I am confident, from internal evidence, that we should 
except from these <' The Life of Chaucer," « Reflec- 
tions on the State of Portugal," and << An Essay on 
Architecture.** And from the same evidence I am 
confident that he wrote « Further Thoughts on Agri- 
culture** and << A Dissertation on the State of Li- 
terature and Authors.** Ihe Dissertation on the 
Epitaphs, written by Pope, he afterwards acknow- 
ledged, and added to his « Idler." 
Life of Sir Thomas Brown^ prefixed to a new edition 
of his Christian Morals^ acknowL 

In the LiTERART Maoazinx, or Uhivxrsal Review, 
which hegui in January, 1756, 

His Original Essays are. 

The Preliminary Address, tnfem. tvid. 
An Introduction to the Political State of Great Bri- 
tain, iwUm, evid, 
TOL. X. X 
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Remarks on the Militia Bill, intern, evid. 

Observations on his Britannic Majesty's Treaties with 
the Empress of Russia and the Landgrave of Hesse 
Cassel, intern, etfieL 

Observations on the Present State of Afl&irs, intern, 
evid. 

Memoirs of Frederick III., King of Prussia, intern, 
evid. 

In the same Magazine his Reviews are of the follow- 
ing books : — *< Birch's History of the Royal Society ;" 
*< Browne's Christian Morals;" *< Warton's Essay on 
the Writings and Genius of Pope," vol. i. ; « Hamp- 
ton's Translation of Polybius ;" << Sir Isaac Newton's 
Arguments in proof of a Deity ; " « Borlase's History 
of the Isles of Scilly ; " « Home's Experiments on 
Bleaching;" " Browne's History of Jamaica;" 
« Hales on Distilling Sea- Waters, Ventilators in 
Ships, and curing an ill taste in Milk;" <* Lucas's 
Essay on Waters ;" « Keith's Catalogue of the Scot- 
tish Bishops ;" " Philosophical Transactions," vol. 
xlix. ; « Miscellanies by Elizabeth Harrison;" 
« Evans's Map and Account of the Middle Colonies 
in America;" « The Cadet, a Military Treatise;" 
« The Conduct of the Ministry relating to the pre- 
sent War, impartially examined," intern, evid. 
« Mrs. Lennox's Translation of Sully's Memoirs ;" 
« Letter on the Case of Admiral Byng;" « Appeal 
to the People concerning Admiral Byng;" « Han- 
way's Eight Days' Journey" "and Essay on Tea;" 
« Some further particulars in Relation to the Case 
of Admiral Byng, by a Gentleman of Oxford," 
acknowL 
Mr. Jonas Hanway having written an angry Answer 
to the Review of his Essay on Tea, Johnson, in the 
same collection, made a reply to it, acknowL This 
is the only instance, it is believed, when he conde- 
scended to take notice of any thing that had been 
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written against him ; and here his chief intention 

seems to have been to make sport. 
Dedication to the Earl of Rochford of> and Frefiuse to, 

Mr. Payne's Introduction to the Game of Draughts, 

aeknowl. 
Introduction to the London Chronicle, an Evening 

Paper, which still subsists with deserved credit, 

acknowL 
* " Observations on the Foregoing Letter,'* i. e. A Let- 
ter on the American Colonies. 

1757. Speech on the Subject of an Address to the Throne 

after the Expedition to Rochefort ; delivered by one 
of his friends in some public meeting : it is printed 
in the Gentleman's Magazine for October, 1785, 
ijUem, evid. 
The first two paragraphs of the Preface to Sir William 
Chambers's Designs of Chinese Buildings, &c., 
aeknowl, 

1758. The Idler, which began April 5. in this year, and was 

continued till April 5. 1760, cmknowL 
An Essay on the Bravery of the English Common 
Soldiers was added to it, when published in volumes, 
acknowL 

1759. Rasselas, Prince of Abyssinia, a Tale, acknowL 
Advertisement for the Proprietors of the Idler against 

certain persons who pirated those papers as they came 
out singly in a newspaper called the Universal Chro- 
nicle, or Weekly Gazette, intern, evid. 

For Mrs. Charlotte Lennox's English Version of Bru- 
moy, << A Dissertation on the Greek Comedy," and 
the General Conclusion of the Book, intern, evid. 

Introduction to the World Displayed, a Collection of 
Voyages and Travels, aeknowl. 

Three Letters in the Gazetteer, oonceming the best 
plan for Blackfriars Bridge, acknowL 

1760. Address of the Painters to George III. on his Acces- 

sion to the Throne, intern* evid, 

X 2 
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Dedication of Baretti's Italian and English Dictionary 
to the Marquis of Abreu, then Envoy Extraordinary 
from Spain at the Court of Grreat Britain, intern, 
eoid. 

Review in the Gentleman's Magazine of Mr. Tytler*8 
acute and able Vindication of Mary Queen of Scots, 
aeknowL 

Introduction to the Proceedings of the Committee for 
Clothing the French Prisoners, adknomL 

1761. Pre&ce to Holt's Dictionary of Trade and Commerce, 

aeknowL 
Corrections and Improvements for Mr. Gwyn the Ar- 
chitect's pamphlet, entitled « Thoughts on the Coro- 
nation of George III.," aeknowL 

1762. Dedication to the King of the Reverend Dr. Kennedy's 

Complete System of Astronomical Chronology un- 
folding the Scriptures, 4to edition, aeknowL 

Preface to the Catalogue of the Artist's Exhibition, 
intern, evid. 
1 76S. Character of Collins in the Poetical Calendar, published 
by Fawkes and Woty, aeknowL 

Dedication to the Earl of Shaftesbury of the edition of 
Roger Ascham's English Works, published by the 
Reverend Mr. Bennett, aeknowL 

The Life of Ascham, also prefixed to that edition, 
aeknowL 

Review of Telemachus, a Masque, by the Reverend 
George Graham, of Eton College, in the Critical 
Review, aeknowL 

Dedication to the Queen of Mr. Hoole's Translation of 
Tasso, aeknowL 

Account of the Detection of the Imposture of the Cock 
Lane Ghost, published in the Newspapers and Gen- 
tleman's Magazine, aeknowL 
1764. Part of a Review of Granger's « Sugar Cane^" a Poem, 
in the London Chronicle, aeknowL 
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Review of Goldsmith's « Traveller,*' a Poieiii» in the 
Critical Review, cwknowl, 

1765. The Plays of William Shakspeare, in eight volumes, 

8vo, with Notes, aeknowL 

1766. The Fountains, a Fairy Tale, in Mrs. Williams's Mis- 

cellanies, acknowh 
1767* Dedication to the King of Mr. Adams's Treatise on 
the Globes, acknowh 

1769. Character of the Reverend Mr. Zachariah Mudge, in 

the London Chronicle, acknowL 

1770. The False Alarm, acknowh 

1771. Thoughts on the late Transactions respecting Falkland's 

Islands, achnowh 

1772. Defence of a Schoolmaster; dictated to me for the 

House of Lords, acknowh 
Argument in support of the Law of Vicious Introminion; 
dictated to me for the Court of Session in Scotland, 
acknowh 
1778. Pre&ce to Macbean's << Dictionary of Ancient Geo- 
graphy," acknowh 
Argument in &vour of the Rights of Lay Patrons; 
dictated to me for the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland, adbunoh 

1774. The Patriot, acknowh 

1775. A Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland, acknowh 
Proposals for publishing the Works of Mrs. Charlotte 

Lennoxy in 3 volumes, 4to» acknowh 

Preface to Baretti's Easy Lessons in Italian and En- 
glish, intern, evid. 

Taxation no Tyranny : an Answer to the Resolutions 
and Address of the American Congress, acknowh 

Argument on the Case of Dr. Memis ; dictated to me 
for the Court of Sessions in Scotland, acknou^ 

Argument to prove that the Corporation of Stirling 
was corrupt ; dictated to me for the House of Lords, 
aeknowL 

X 3 
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1776. Argument in support of the Right of immediate and 

personal Reprehension from the Pulpit ; dictated to 

me, acknowl. 
Proposals for publishing an Analysis for the Scotch 

Celtic Language, by the Reverend William Shawl, 

acknowL 
1777* Dedication to the King of the Posthumous Works oi 

Dr. Pearce, Bisliop of Rochester, acknowl. 
Additions to the Life and Character of that Prelate, 

prefixed to those works, <xcknowL 
Various Papers and Letters in favour of the Reverend 

Dr. Dodd, acknowl. 

1780. Advertisement for his Friend, Mr. Thrale, to the Wor- 

thy Electors of the Borough of Southwark, acknowL 
First Paragraph of Mr. Thomas Davies's Life of Gar- 
rick, acknowL 

1781. Prefiuses, biographical and critical, to the Works of the 

most eminent English Poets; afterwards published 
with the Title of the Lives of the English Poets, 
acknowl. 

Argument on the Importance of the Registration of 
Deeds; dictated to me for an Election Committee 
of the House of Commons, acknowl. 

On the Distinction between Tobt and Whig ; dictated 
to m^ acknowL 

On Vicarious Punishments, and the great Propitiaticm 
for the Sins of the World by Jesus Christ ; dictated 
to me, 4ieknowl, 

Argument in favour of Joseph Knight, an African 
Negro, who claimed his Liberty in the Court of Ses- 
sion in Scotland, and obtained it; dictated to me, 
acknowl. 

Defence of Mr. Robertson, Printer of the Caledonian 
Mercury, against the Society of Procurators in 
Edinburgh, for having inserted in his paper a ludi- 
crous paragraph against them ; demonstrating that it 
was not an injurious Libel ; dictated to me^ acknowl. 
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1782. The greatest [part], if not the whole, of a Reply, by 
the Reverend Mr. Shaw, to a person at Edinburgh, 
of the name of Clarke, refuting his arguments for 
the authenticity of the Poems published by Mr. 
James Maqpherson as Translations from Ossian, 
tfUem* evid» 

1 784. List of the Authors of the Universal History, deposited 
in the British Museum, and printed in the Gentle- 
man's Magazine for December, this year, acknowl. 

VARIOUS TEARS. 

Letters to Mrs. Thrale, acknowl. 

Prayers and Meditations, which he delivered to the 

Rev. Mr. Strahan, enjoining him to publish them, 

acknowL 
Sermons, lefi for publicaiion by John Taylor, LL. D ., 

Prebendary of Westminster, and given to the World 

by the Reverend Samuel Hayes, A. M., intern, evid. 

Such was the number and variety of the prose works of this 
extraordinary man, which I have been able to discover, and 
am at liberty to mention (^) ; but we ought to keep in mind, 
that there must undoubtedly have been many more which are 
yet concealed ; and we may add to the account, the numerous 
letters which he wrote, of which a considerable part are yet 
unpublished. It is hoped that those persons, in whose posses- 
sion they are, will favour the world with them. 

James Boswell. 



(1) This is a strange phrase. What work could it have been that Mr. 
Boswell was not at liberty to 'mention f That there was some peculiar 
meaning here can hardly be doubted. It perkapi laaj allude to some pub. 
lications of a Jacobite tendency, written in Johnson's earlier days, and wnich 
may have been acknowledged in confidence to Boswell ; but this is a mere 
conjecture. Many of the articles inserted in the foregoing list on internal 
evidence (particularly those flrom the magazines) are of very little import- 
ance, and of very doubtful authenticity.— C. 
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No. VI. 

DR. JOHNSON'S PORTRAITS. 

[Referred to in VoL VIIL p. 421.] 



[The Note on Dr. Johnson's PortraiU being incomplete, I am obliged to 
. Mr. John Murray, Jun., for considerable Additions to the list, which 
are distinguished by brackets.— C] 



Date of Engraver's Date of 

Painting. Name. Engraving. 

[Prior to A miniature, painter unknown, which belonged to Mrs. John. 
1752. son, now in the possession of Dr. Harwood. See preface, p. xiv. 
First engraved for this edition, siae 

of the original . . R Finden. 1890 

A three.quarter face to the left (in an oval) ; he is dressed in 
what was styled a seven story wig, and holds a pen up to bis eye. 
This picture apparently painted before any of Sir Joshua's por. 
traits .... No artist's name or date.] 

BY SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS. 

tl756. I. Mr. Boswell's picture ; sold at James Boswell's sale for 
seventy guineas. A three-quarter length. Dr. Johnson seated 
in an arm chair, which is covered with a tartan, or chequered 
cloth, at a table with writing materials ; pen in his hand.] 
4ta for first edition of BosweU's life J. Heath. 1791 

Ditto 8vo. for Svo. edition of ditto J. Baker. 1733 

[This picture has been repeajfedly oigraved for various editions 
of this work.] 
[Before IL a The Duke of Sutherland's picture, formerly the pmpextf 
1770. of Miss Lucy Porter, at Lichfield. See Vol III. p. 163. Side Utce, 
to right, eyes almost closed, without wig; the arms are raised, 
showing the nervous habit to which he was addicted, whenunem. 
ployed, of moving his hands up and down before him, with the 
fingers bent 

Sir Joshua is said to have had In his mind this attitude and the 
abstracted expression of Dr. Johnson's countenance, when he 
painted the Soothsayer Tiresias in his large picture of the Infant 
Hercules. 
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Date of En|gravei*8 Date of 

Painting. Name EngraTing, 

& The Duke of Donef • pictuie at Knole i« a duplicate of the 

preceding. 

Folio, messotint, very fine - James Watsoa 1770 

SvamessotintforSir Jo6hua*8 works S. W. Reynolds. 

An etching of the head only, ftom a copy of this picture by 
Ozias Humphry ... Mrs. D. Turner.] 

177& II I. a. Mr. Langton's picture, now at Gunby, near Spilsby, lAtL- 

colnshire, the seat of Peregrine Massingberd, Esq., Mr. Langton's 
second sod. A ftill face, wearing an expression of pidn ; the hand 
laid on the breast 

b. Mn. Pioui's Picture, now in the Gallery of Sir Robert 
Peel, Bart, Whitehall, is a duplicate of Mr. Langton's. 

There are numerous copies of this Likeness of Johnson : one 
is at Luton. TMadame d* Arblay has another, made by her brother, 
and touched upon by Sir Joshua. 

Sheet mezsotint, very fine 

line, prefixed to Dictionary folio 

Ditto to IMctionary 4ta 

[SmaU ditto to BeU*s Poets 

Oval - - ' - 

For the Rambler, oval, small site 

Oval, prefixed to first edition of 
lives of the Poets 

Oval, with 3 other portraits 

4to. prefixed to Dictionary 

In stipple ... 

4ta prefixed to Dictionary 

A very excellent line engraving 
for the Diet, published by Robinson 

Ditto, smaller ... 

8va mesxotint, for the works of 
Sir Joshua Reynolds . . S. W. Reynolds.] 

1775. IV. Mr. Molone's picture, now in the possession of the Rev. 

Thomas Rooper, Brighton. Three.quarter fisce, to left, kitcat 
siie, represents him as near.sighted, holfing a book up dose to 
his eyes, one of which is nearly closed. 

This was very displeasing to the Doctor, who, when he saw it, 
reproved Sir Joshua for painting him in that manner and attitude ; 
saying, ** It is not friendly to hand down to posterity the imper. 
flections of any man.*' But, on the contrary. Sir Joshua esteemed 
it as a circumstance in nature to be remarked* as characteriring 
the person represented, and therefore as giving additional value 
to the portrait 

In an oval 8va, for Muxphy*! edi- 
tion of Johnson's works . J. HalL 1787 i 

[Ditto ... . Audinet. 

Ditto .... LFitUer. 



W. Doughty. 


1784 


T.Cook. 


1787 


Ditto. 


1787 


Ditta 


1787 


Bromley. 




John HalL 


1T79 


T. Trotter. 


1779 


HoUoway. 


1789 


J. Heath. 


1799 


SchUvonetti. 


1809 


W. HolL 


1814 


W. C. Edwards. 


1888 


Ditto. 


1823 



Enmver*8 
Name. 


Date of 


EngraTing. 


Heath. 




Granger. 


1799 


W. T. Fry. 


1816 
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Date of 
Painting. 

, Ditto, faoe to the right 

Ditto, Itmo., for CookeH PoeU 

Prefixed to hia Works, 18S3 . 

[BY BARRY. 

About Full face, finished only as far as the shoulders, and coined into 
1781. one of the large pictures now in the room of the Society of Arts 
in the AdelphL The original sketch was sold at Barry's sale for 
90 guineas. It is in the possession of Mr. Audinet 
Engraved in line 4to. size - Anker Smith. 1806 

Ditto, 8ya, with specimens of Dr. 
Johnson's signature; at difflerent pe- 
riods of Uft . • . Audinet 18S91 

BY MISS REYNOLDS, NIECE OF SIR JOSHUA 
C178S. A three-quarter length, the size of life, in oil ; belonged to 

John Hatsell, Esq., Cotton Garden. This portrait did not ^eaae 
Dr. J., who styled it "Johnson's grimly ghost."] 

BY OPIE. 

Three-quarter fteoe, to the left. 
Engraved in an oval, prefixed to 
Dictionary folio . . .J. Heath. 1786 

[Ditto 4to. . . . Davenport.3 

» Folio Menotint . . C Townley. (1) 1792 

BY NORTHCOTE. 

[Three-quarter face, to right, 
holdhig a book - . - . L J. De CUiuasln. 18133 

BY MR. ZOFFANIJ. 

BY OZIAS HUMPHRY, R.A. 

I77dw A miniature, from the life. 

Several copies in crayon, from Sir Joshua's various portndts of 
Johnson. 



(1) Brother of Mr. Townley, of the Commons, an ingenious artist, who 
resided some time at Berlin, and has the honour of being engraver to his 
Majesty the King of Prussia. This is one of the finest messotintos that 
ever was executed ; and what renders it of extraordinary value, the plate 
was destroyed after four or five impressions only were taken off*. One of 
them is in the possession of Sir William Scott. — Boewsuu 
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TROTTER & C. 

Date of Etaffrsver'i Date of 

Painting. Name. Engraving. 

1782, JohnwHi said when he saw the drawing, " Well, thou art an 

ugly feUow Uke the original" Vol X. p^ 97. 

T. Trotter. 178*3 

Profile in an oval, to the left, without wig 

Whole length, in the dress worn by him on the Journey to the 
Hebrides, with his stick, folio Do. 1786 

[Side-face, to right, the countenance haggard, and exhibiting 
marks of decay. This was probably the last portrait for which 
Dr. Johnson sat: it was finished a short time before hia 
death . . - . . Do. 1786] 

[Da prefixed to Haxding*s Shakspeare ; drawing belonged to 
Dr. Farmer - - . . Da 1792] 

J. HARDING. 

Side.ftce, to right Trotter. 1782 

Medallion, profile to left, with wig, prefixed to the Dic- 
tionary . . F. BartolonL BartoloziL 1785 

Ditto for Sharpe*s 
Johnsoniana . - Do. O. Murray. 1820 

A ufood-cut, on the title-page of Sharpe*s edition of this work, 
in 1 vol . . Da Thompson. 18S0 

[A small oval, profile 
to right . . N. Gardiner. N. Gardiner. 1786 

8va profile, to right P. & Lamboum. P.S.Lamboum. 1791] 

Profile, to left, pre. 
fixed to Johnsoniana Unknown. J. Taylor. 1756 

For ** Lavater's Essays on Physiognomy," in which Johnson's 
countenance is analysed upon the principles of that fancifbl 
writer. 
174a CA view of Tunbridge Wells, in which Dr. and Mrs. Johnson 
are introduced j the figures very small See Vol L p. 818. 

Loggan. 1804 

A whole-length, in a cocked hat, ruffles on the hands, holding 
a stick behind his back. Not known. 

There is a whole-length figure in Cambridge's works, 4to., 
drawn and engraved by Besland.] It forms the Arontispiece to 
Vol I. of this Edition. 



BUST BT NOLLEKENSw 

[1777. Modelled in clay, but never cut in marble. The artist has re. 
presented Dr. Johnson without his wig ; substituting for it flowing 
hair which hangs down the neck, copied,flrom a beggar, who 



il6 GENERAL APPENDIX, .VI. 

Ti ,, I , Engraver's Date of 

Drawn by. jf^^ ^graving 

wBi called fW>m the street to lerre aa a model (See Smith*! Life 

of Nolkkeni.) See Letters 90& ft 31& Vol VII. 

A drawing by Ab. WivelL W. T. P^. 1815] 

STATUE BY BACON. 

In St Paul's ; the first monument ever placed in that building. 

Repeatedly engraved. 
There are also several seals with his head cut on them, parti- 
cularly a very fine one by that eminent artist, Edward Burch, 
Esq., R. A ; in the possession of the younger Dr. Charles Burney. 

[Copied and engraved 
by . . . Richter. Richter. 17973 

Let me add, aa a proof of the popularity of his character, that there are 
copper pieces struck at Birmingham, with bis head impressed on them, 
which pass current as hal4>ence there, and in the neighbouring parts of the 
country. 

CThemost extensive collections of engraved portndts of Dr. Johnson are 
those in the posseuion of Lewis Focock, Esq., Mr. Upcott, and Mr. Murray 
of Albemarle Street The latter was made by the late John Thomas 
Smith, of the British Museum. — J. Muwut, Jun. 1835.1 
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The Raman letters refer to the Volume ; the Arabic figures to the Page. 



A. 

Abbbcrombie, James, of Phila- 
delphia, his communications con. 
cerning Johnson, iil 24,9. 285 n. 

Aberdeen, iv. 83. 

Aberdeen butter, duel fought for the 
honour of, ▼. 83 n. 

Aberdeen, William Gordon, seciHid 
Earl of, iv. 136. 

Aberdonians, iv. 96. 

Abemethy, Rev. John, on the eflfect 
of prayer, iv. 66. Account of, iv. 
66 ff. 

Abingdon, WiUoughby Bertie, fourth 
Earl of, bon.mot of, vii. 33S n. 

Abington, Mrs., actress, v. S58. 262. 
S68. 293. 334. 

Abjuration, oath of, v. 259. 

Absenteeism, vi. 80. 321. 

Absolute princes, v. 317. 

Abstemiousnesss, v. lia ; ii. 258. 310. ; 
iii SO. 213.; I v. 226. 291.; v. 8. 
297. ; vi. 64. 148.; viL 146.; ix. 

' 325. 

Absurdities, use of delineating, vii. 
364. 

Abuse, personal, iii. 64. j viL 246. S7a ; 
ix.65,66. 

Abyssinia, Lobo*s voyage to, L 90. ; 
vi,122. 

Abyssinia, Prince of. See Rasselas. 

Academia della Crusca send Johnaon 
^eir Vocabulary, a 51. 

Accent, Scotch, overcome by per- 
severance, iii 188. 

Accounts, keeping, viiL 167. t 



1 Achilles, shield of, vii. 880. 
I Ads and Galatea, viL 72L 

Acquaintance, Johnson's numerous 
and various, vi 138. ; viii 22a 

Acquaintances, ii 52. ; viii 166L 

Acting, viii 23& 

Acting, tragic, Johnson's contemot 

of, iv. 87.. ^ 

Action in public speaking, iii 249. 
Active sports Iii young people, not to 

be reckoned idleness, i 44. 
Activity of body, Johnson's, ix. 2. 
Activity of mind, Johnson's, vii 198 

193. n. 
Actor, qualities of a great, ix. 272. n. 
Actors, i. 192, 193. 231. ; ii 177. ; iii. 

93. «77.; iv. 27. 39. 132.; vi 23. 

329. ; vii. 99. ; viii 239 n. ; ix. 125.* 
Actors, Johnson's prejudice against, 

and contemptuous severity towards. 

i 192. 231.; vii 356. 
Adams, Rev. Dr. William, master of 

Pembroke CoUege, Oxford, i 68. 

75. 80. 146. 205. 215. 227. ; ii 11, 1? 

34. 27a ; V. 101 218. ; vi 72. ; viii! 

302. 382. Some account of, viii. 

382 fi. His account of the first rel 

presentation of* Irene,' i 227. His 

Answer to Hume's Essay on Mi- 
racles, vi 72. 
Adams, Miss, afterwards Mrs. Hvett 

viU.29t 
Adams, George, dedication to the 

king of his ' Treatise on the Globes * 

ii 74; iii 31. . * 

Addison, Joseph, i 237, 238. 316L ; ii 

20a 296.; iii. 300. ; iv. 37. 81. ; v. 
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4S. S89. ; vi. lG6u 294. ; viL 60. 1S3. 
37a i vlU. 22. 50. 67. 399. ; ix. 72. 
His ' Notanda,' L 238. His < Re- 
msorks on Itoly/ v. 289. 289 n. His 
style compared with Johnson's, I 
261 His conduct towards Steele, 
▼iil 22. 67. Johnson's opinion of, i. 
265 n. ; ii. 20a 296. ; vii. 198. John, 
son's Life of, vui. 22. 

Address of the Painters to George 
IIL on his accession, written by 
Johnson, ii. 118. 

Adey, Mrs., iii. 52. 64. ; vii. 241. 270. 

Adey, Miss Mary,i. 33.; vLlOl.; viL 2ga 

Admiration, v. 306. 
Adventurer,* Dr. John Hawkes- 
worth's, L 241. 277. 300, 301. 303. 
905. ; ii. 70. The papers marked T. 
written by Johnson, i. 300. 

* Adventures of a Ouinea,' by whom 
written, iv. 307. 307 «. 

, ' Adversaria,* specimen of Johnson's, 
i.238. 

Adversaries, not to be treated with 
respect, iv. 20. 

Advertisement, Johnson*s, in the 
Gentleman's Magazine, L 103. In 
the Universal Chronicle, il 108. In 
the Edinburgh newspapers, v. 166l 

Adultery, iiL 46i 

< .£gri E^hemeris,* Johnson's, viii.388. 

* JEneid,' story of the, viiL 213. 
'JEschylus,' Potter's translatton of, 

viL 91. 
Aflftetation, viL 374. ; ix. 185L 
AifecUtion in writing, iv. WO. 
Affectation of familiarity with the 

great, viii. 33L 
Aflbction, natural, iiL 10& ; viL 265. ; 

VUL204. 
Agar, Welbore Ellis, vi. 252. n. 
Age, old, vU. 10. 88. 88 n., 193. SOS. 

369. i vUL 171. 275. ; ix. 91. 212. 

* AgU,' Home's tragedy o^ iv. 214i. 

* Aglaura,' Suckling's pUy of, viL 170. 
Agutter, Rev. William, vUL 287 n. 

His Sermon on Johnson's death, 
' ViiL 421. 

Aikin, Letitia, afterwards Mrs. Bar. 
bauld. vL 28.i ViL 316. ; U. 4. 



Atr.bath, Lmd Monboddo's, vL 310. 

Akenside, Dr. U. 125., UL 195. ; vL 
117, 117 n. 15a 

Akerman, Mr, keeper of Newgate, 
anecdotes of, viL 329, 330, 331. 

Alberti, Leandro, his classical descrip- 
tion of Italy, v. 4fi. 289, 289 Ik 

Alchymy, v. 326. 

Alcibiades, viL 103, 103 n. 

Alcibiades, his dog, viL 59, 59 n. 

Alfk-ed, Johnson's wish to write the 
Life of, i. 205. 

Alfred, his Will, viiL 116, 116 n. 

Algebra, the study of, recommended, 
ix.83. 

' Alias,' JcAnson's exemjdication of 
the word, vuL 212. 

Allen, Edmund, printer, iL S8 «., 260. ; 
v. 22. ; vi. 277. } viL 106. 162. ; viiL 
68. 222. 374. Johnson's letter to, 
▼iiL 222. 

Allen, Ralph, iv. 79. 

* Alley Croker,* viL 84, 84 n. 

' All for Love,' Dryden** preface to, 

quoted, viii. 91 n. 
Alnwick Castle, viL 109. 
Althorp, Lord, afterwards Earl ^n. 

cer, viL 321. See Spencer. 

* Amelia,* Fielding's, vL 163, 163 n. ; 

ix. 8a 
Ambition, vL 158. 

America and the Americans, v. 224. 
. 22a 248. ; viL 21. 25. 133. 338 n.; 

vUL 55. 17& 284. t ix. 11.3a 
Amusements, country, ix. 196. 
Amusements, a man known by his, 

vUL 319. 
Amyat,Dr.,iL246. 

* Ana,' the French, v. 42. 
Anacreon, Baxter's, ▼. 124 ; viiL 151. 

260. 
Anacreon, Dove of, translated by 

Johnson, ix. IS. 
f Anacreon,* Fawket's traoslation of, 

ix.14. 
Anaitis, temple of, Iv. 232. 235. 
Analogy between body and mind, L 56L 

* Anatomy of Melancholy,* Burton's, 

iiL 135, 135 n.; vL7a 
Ancestry, iiL 179. 
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f Ancient Ballack/ Dr. Percy's, iz. 

193. 241. 

Ancient times, folly of praising, at the 

expense of modem, viii. SIS. 
Anderson, Professor, at Glasgow, v. 

114.117.; VL 253. 
Anderson, Dr. Robert, his ' Life of 

Johnson,* i. 43. 111. 
Anderson, Mr., his * Sketches of the 

Native IrUh,' vi. 243. 
Andrew's, St, iv. 57. 60. 
Anecdotes, Johnson's love of, iv. 31. 
Anfractuosities of the human mind, 

viL352. 
Angel, John, his * Stenography,* iii. 

265. 
Anne, Queen, Johnson touched by, 

for the evil, i. 38. 319. 
Anne, Queen, wits of her reign, viL 

195 n. 
Annihilation, vi. 293. ; vii. 140. 
< Animus equus,' the, not inheritable, 

V. 129. 
Anonymous writings, vii. 248. 
Anson, Lord, vii. 245. Johnson's epi. 

gram on his Temple of the Winds, 

vii. 245 n. } ix. 26. 

* Anthologia,' viu. 389. 
Antiquarian Researches, vii. 189. 
Apelles, the Venus of, viii. 8L 81 n. 

* Apology,' Gibber's, vi. 193. 

* Apology for the Quakers,' Barclay's, 

vi. 89. 
Apology, Johnson's readiness to make 
one, viiL 32a 

* Apotheosis of Milton,' not written 
by Johnson, i. 155. 

Apparitions, ii. 106. 180. 313. ;«iii. 175. 

194. 213. 220, 220 n. ; viU. 69. 71. ; 
ix. 5. 69. 

Appetite, riders out in quest of, ix. 

152. 
Appius, Cicero's character of, applied 

to Johnson, viii. 380. 
Applause, vii. 379. 
April fools' day, vL 239, 239 n. 
Arabs, fidelity of, iv. 131. 
Arbuthnot, Dr. John, iL 208. j iv. 57. 
Arbuthnot, Robert, iv. 19, 19 n. 
* Arcadia,* Sidney's, vi. 266, 266 n. 



Arches, comparative strength of se* 

] micircular and elliptical, iL 116. 

Architecture, ornamental, vi. 68. 

Areskine, Sir John, v. 21. 

Arguing, Johnson's mode of, and 
fondness for, vl 120. 141. j viii. 8a 
281. 317. 

Argument, Johnson's, on Schoolmas. 
ters and their duty, iii 222. 311. 
On Vicious Intromission, iii. 233. 
314. In defence of lay patronage 
iii 28& 319. Against Dr. Memis's 
complaint, that he was styled 'doc- 
tor of medicine,' instead of < physi- 
cian,' V. 320. 334k In favour of the 
corporation of Stirling, v. 322. On 
entails, vi. 3a On the liberty of 
the pulpit, vi. 181. 334. On the 
registration of deeds, viiL 47. In 
favour of a negro claiming his li- 
berty, vii. 20, 21. Against a prose- 
cution by the procurators of Edin- 
burgh against the publisher of a 
libel, viii. 110. 

Argument and testimony, viii. 281. 

Argyle, Archibald, third Duke of, v. 
41.86. 

Argyle, John, fifth Duke of, v. 95, 
Johnson's visit to, v. 102. John, 
son's letter to, v. lOa His letter to 
Johnson, v. 108. 

Argyle, Elizabeth Gunning, Duchess 
of,v. 94, 94n. 

Ariosto, vii 335. 

Aristotle, saying of, vii 361. His 
•Poetics,' vl 158, 158 n. 

Arithmetic, Johnson's resort to, when 
his fancy was disordered, ix. 27. 

Arkwright, Sir Richard, ix. 14a 

Armidale, iv. 159. 307. 

Armorial bearings, iii 215. 

Arms, piling of, why insisted on, vU. 
219. 

Armstrong, Dr. John, il 112. ; vL S59l 

Army, ofiicers of the, v. 151. 

Aroauld, Anthony, vii. 20a 

Aniold, Dr. Thomas, his 'Observ. 
ations on Insanity,' vl. 319. 

* Art of Living in London,' 1. 114. 
Art of Thinking, ix. 259. 
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AitUdia raliM, ▼. sun. 
■ Art*f cometiTe/ ▼. S7. 
ArtidM, lutaeription to the thirty. 

nine, iil 110. 177, 177 n. ; iv. 61. 
AiehAiB, Boger, Jc^nion's Life of, 

IL 861k S is. 87. 
Aiaph, St. BUhop ot See Shipley. 
< Awaniiu,' ir. SOS n., 905 »., 401 n. 
Ash, Dr. John, founder of the.Bume. 

liandubfTiiLasSn. 
Ashboome, vL 925. ; viL fi7. 
Aibburton, Lord. See Dunning. 
; AMertion,:TiL S81. .. 
AMiae, maiden one, viL 96L 
AMOdation of Ideas, viL isa 
Astle, Thomas, keeper of the reeoids 

in the Tower, i. 177. Johnson's 

letter to^ via 116. His notes on 

Alfred*iwill,TiiL116it. 
Astle, Rer. Mr., Johnson's adnce to, 

as to his studies, viil 315. 
Aston, Sir Thomas, L 85, 85 «i. 
Aston, Mary, afterwards Mr8.Brodie, 

L85.J vil 800, 200 «.,«».; viii27, 

87 Ik; ix. 55. Johnson's epigram 

addressed to her, L 154. { viL 800, 

80011.; ix.55. 
Alton, Elisabeth, L 85. ; iiL S8. 196. ; 

V. 330. ; vi. 100. 105. ; ri. 967. ; 

viL 31. Johnson's letters to, iii. 39. 

67. ; vi. 933. 936. 971. ; viL 31. 937. 

941. 9681 300. 309. 
AsUey, Philip, vii. 993, 998 «i. 
' As You Lilce It,' the clown's answer 

tn, ix. 5a 
Atheism, ix. 4a 

• Athol porridge,' viiL 5S. 

* Atlas,' the raoe-horse, ▼. 195. 
Atonement, the great article of Chris- 
tianity, iv. 89, 89 n. ; ViL 6^ 6 n. ; 

' TuL 103L ; ix.S17. 496, 496«. 
Attaclc, advantages which authors 

derive from, iv. 305, 90a ; v. 976. 
Atterbury, Dr. Francis, Bishop of 

Rochester, viL 56. 78. 
Attorney General, ludicrous title 

given to, vi. 196. 
Attorneys, iiL 141. ; v. 84 
Avarice, v. 4& ; vL 159. 193L ; viL 
I 174.; ix. 54. 9a 



Auchinleek estate ▼. 196^ 197 ». ; vL 
34.323. 

Auchinleek, Lord, Boswellls fktber, 
V. 199. 194. ; vL 900 n. Some ac 
count of, V. 130, 131 n. Designates 
Johnson * Ursa Mi^or,* v. 139. 

Auchnasheal, iv. 150. 

Author, rarely hurt by his critics, vii 
318. 

* Author, the Toung,* a poem by 
Johnson, i. 59L 

Author, Virgil's description of the 
entrance into heU q^iUed to, ▼. 
4& 

Authority; parental, ix. 7. 

Authors, L 304 ; iiL 54. 976L ; iv. SSL 
305,906.; v. 988.; Vl 136,997.; vii 
55. 179. 189, 190. 9M. 946. ; viiL lOa 
39L; ix.45. 119.134 Attacks oa 
them useAil, iv. 306. The casuistry 
which passes on the world the pro> 
duction of one for that of another 
condemned, L 304 



B. 

f BAch y Graig, v. 900, 900 ». 
Bacon, Francis, Lord Verulam, iv. 

£53.; ViL 12. Mallet's* Life' of, 

ViL 19. His 'History of Henry 

VII.* iv. 934 His precept for con. 

versation, viU. 231. HU ' Essays,' 

ix.959. 
Badcock, Rev. Samuel, viiL 411, 411 «. 
Badenoch, Lord of, iv. 117, 117 n. 
Bad habito, viii. 179. 
Bad management, viL 16S. 
Bagshaw, Rev. Thomas, 309, 909 n. 

Johnson's letter to, viii.355L 
Bagpipes, V. 47. 
Baillie, Dr. Matthew, bia recommend. 

ation of card.phiying, v. 157 n. 
Baker, Sir Richard, his * Chronicles,' 

quoted, iv. v. 
Baker, Sir George, viiL 359. 
Baker, Mrs., iiL 16. 
Balance of Misery, vUL 305L ; x. 991. 
Balcarras, Earl of, vL 908 n. 
Ball without powder, viL 355. 
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BalUmtine, G«orge, iL 1S6L 

Balloons, viii 359L 362. 

Ballow, Thomas, vl 139, 139 n. 

Baltic, Johnson's proposed voyage to, 
vi. SG9, 939 n. 

Bankes, Mr., of Dorsetshire, L 161. 

Banks, Sir Joseph, UL 168. 172, 172 n. 
173. ; V. 74l ; viL 230. 235. John- 
son's motto for his goat, iii. 168. 

Baptism, tL 90. 

Barbauld, Mr., vi. 28. ; yiii. 291, 291 n. 

Barbauld, Letitia SeeAikin. 

Barlwr, Francis, Johnson's negro ser. 
vant, L 278. 281. 285. 287. ; it HI. ; 
iii. 15 n. 51 128. 170.} v. 193 ». ; 
vii. 231; vUL 37a 405, 405n.; ix. 
163,164 

Barclay, his < Ship of Fooles,* iL 25. 

Barclay, Mr., the young author, his 
defence of Johnson's Shakspeare 
against Kenrick, u. SOO. ; iv. 30SL 

Barclay, Robert, of Ury, his ' Apo- 
logy fbr the Quakers,' vL 89. 

Barclay, Robert, one of Mr. Tbrale's 
successors, viii. 96, 96 n. ; x. 122. 

Baretti, Joseph, ii. 6. 28. 55, 55 n. 95. 
128. 138. 150. ; iiL 48. 59. 95. 98, 98 n., 
99 n. 127. 241. ; v. 222. 321. ; vi. 24, 
24 fi. 79. 121. 135. 169, 169 n. ibi2. ; 
vL 303. 316. 379L ; ix.158. Johnson's 
letters to, ii. 128. 13& 150. His trial 
for murder, lit 98, 96 n. 99 n. His 
•Travels,' iii. 48. 127. The first 
who recdved copy.money in Italy, 
vL 303. His strictures on Mrs. 
Pioszi's marriage, vL 169. His 
Anecdotes of Johnson, x. 35. 

Bark, Peruvian, viiL 296. 

Baricer, Dr. Edmund, i. 219 n. ; ii. 

Barnard, Rev. Dr., Bishop of Killaloe, 
L 110 n. ; vi. 208, 208 n. ; viL 68, 
68 iL ; vUL 93, 93 ». ; ix. 215. AU 
tercation between Johnson and, on 
the question, whether a man can 
improve after the age of forty-five, 
viii. 93, 93 n. ; ix. 215. His pleap 
sant verses thereon, ix. 216 

Barnard, Dr., provost of Eaton, ix. 9. 

Barnard, Frederick, afterwards Sir 
Frederick, king's librarian, iii. 19. 

VOL. X. ' 



19 n, 20. 60. Johnson's letter of in- 
structions to, on the formation of 
the king's library, iii. 60. 

Barnes, Rev. Joshua, v. 124. ; vii. 366. 

Bamwall, Nicholas, Lord Trimles- 
town, vii. 55, 55 fi. 

Baron Hill, the seat of Lord Bulkeley, 
V. 106 n. 

Barretier, John Philip, Johnscm'i Life 
of, L 164. 167. 

Barrington, Hon. Daines, iii. 989.; 
vii. 164. ; viii. 90. 250. His * Essay 
on the Emigration of Birds,' iiL 289L 
His ' Observations on the Statutes,* 
ViL 164. 

Barrow, Dr Isaac, his sermon against 
foolish talking and Jesting, viiL 83 n. 

Barrowby, Dr., anecdote of, viiL 294. 

Barry, Sir Edward, his notion that 
pulsation occasions death by at- 
trition, vL 152. 

Barry, Spranger, the actor, L 227 n. 

Barry, James, the painter, viiL 192. 
S18, 218 n. ; x. 249. Johnson's leU 
ter to, viiL 192. 

Barter, Mr., iiL 196L 

* Bas Bleu,* Hannah More's poem of, 

ViiL 86. i ix. 123. x. 118. 
BashAilness, viiL 316. 

* Bastard,' Savage's poem of the, i. 

191. 
Bat, formation of the, viL 202. 
Bateman, Edmund, of Pembroke Col. 

lege, his Lectures, i. 78. 
Bath, Johnson's visit to, v. 164. 
Baths, Johnson's opinion of medi. 

cated, iiL 104. 
Batheaston vase, Horace Walpole's 

pleasant account of, v. 277. 
Bathurst, AUen, first Earl, viL 208. 

277, 278. ; 285 n. ; viiL 20. ; ix. 11. 
Bathurst, Captain, L 285. 
Bathurst, Dr. Richard, L 212. 219. 

278. 288. 300. 305. ; iL 152. 276. ; iiL 
228.255.; viL 875. 380. 

* Batrachomyomachia,' first edition 
of, V. 215, 215 ». 

* Battle of the Pigmies and Cranes.' 

ix. 14a 

* Baud! Epistolse,' v. S0& 
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Baxter, Richard, iiL S9& ; iv. 90. } tUL 

175. 2ia ; Ix. 141. S21. 
Baxter, Richard, viii. 232. ; ix. 141. 

dSL His * Reasons of the Christian 

Religion' recommended by John. 

son, vilL 832. 
Baxter, William, his * Anacreon,* v. 

124. ; viii. 152. 260. 

* Bayes,* character of, iii. 200, 200 «. 
Bayle, M., his Dictionary, ii. 208. ; v. 

12. 
Bears, ▼. 291. 
Beatnifib, Richard, Johnson's letter 

to, respecting Levett, x. 258. 
Beaton, Cardinal, his murder, ii. 60, 

GO A. 
Beattie, Dr. James, L 245 n.; iiL 163. 

165. 169. 173, nSn. 232. 235i 302. 

310. ; V. 105. 328. ; vi. 205. ; vii. 336. ; 

▼iil 79. 352. His letter to BosweU, 

iii. 173. Johnson's letter to, vii. 

336. His ' Essay on Truth,* ix. Gt. 

His"* Hermit,' viiL 117. 
Beauderk, Topham, i. 102. 296, 297. ; 

iL 12SL 214l 271. 283.; iii. 17. 272.; 

iT. 76. 112. J y. 34. 65. 225. 232. 287. 

304. ; vL 25. 12a 135. ; vii. 121. 216. 

258. 265. 310, 310 n. 32L 357. 358. 

374. ; vilL 50. 82. 170. ; ix. 66. 69. 
Beauclerk, Lady Diana, iii. 281. 287, 

287 «.; vai.74. 
Beauclerk, Lady Sydney, v. 23. 
Beaumaris Castle, v. 208. 
Beaumont, Sir George, i. 13 a.} viL 

16». ; ix.261. 
Beaumont and Fletcher, v. 275. 

* Beauties of Johnson.' L 250.; viiL 

133. 135, 136. 
Beauty, iiL 197. ; vuL 112. 
Beckenham, viii. 316. 
Becket, Thomas, bookseller, v. 227. 
Beckford, Alderman, viL 21. 
Bedford, John, fourth Duke of, viiL 

319. 
BedUm, v. 322. ; viii. 199. 
Beech, Thomas, his * Eugenio,' iiL 284. 

Some account of, iiL 285 n. 
Beggars, ii. 133. 145 n. ; viL 282. 379l 

* Beggars' Opera,' v. 14. 313, 314, 
314 n. 315. ; viL 18. 173. ; viiL 71. 



Behaviour, Ix. 7. 

Bebmen, Jacob, iiL 137, 137 n. 

Bell, John, of Antermony, his ' Tra. 

vels in Russia,' iiL 46, 46 n. 
Bell, John, of Hertfordshire, UL 165. 

238 ». 
Bell, John, his edition of the ' British 

PoeU,* vi. 241. ^ 

Bellamy, George Anne, actress, iL 8S. ; 

ViiL 239. 
< Bellerophon * of Euripides, a 25^ 
Bdsham, Mr., his ' Essay on Dra- 
matic Poetry' quoted, ii. 161. 
Benedictine monks, vL 17.; viii. 201.; 

ix.36. 
Benevolence, an excuse for drinking, 

vii. 18L 187. 
Benevolence, Johnson's, vL 256.; ix. 

81. 41. 150. 176. 220. 
Benevolence, human, vL 168. 
Benserade, Bl de, ' & son lit,' ix. 25. 
Bensley, Mr., actor, iiL 35. 
Benson, Mr., auditor, his monument 

to Milton, L 268. 
Benthim, Dr., canon of Christchurch, 

vL75. 
Bentley,Dr. Richard, iiL 54. ; iv. 191. 

307.; v.SO.; vi. 74.; viL 370.; viU. 

213. The only English verses writ. 

ten by him, viL 370. 
Berenger, Richard, iii. 38. ; vii. 100 n. ; 

vuL 66, 67. 
Beresford, Mrs. and Miss, viiL 283. 
Berkeley, Dr. George, Bishop of 

Cloyne, ii. 262. ; iiL 148. His theory, 

vL 307, 30711.; viL 374. 
Berwick, Duke of, his * Memoirs,* viL 

12& 
Bethune^ Rev. Mr., iv. 219l 244. 
Betterton, Mr., actor, vL 330. 
Bettesworth, Rev. Edmund, iL 254 is. 
Beverage, Johnson's favourite, vi. 

162. 
Bevil, Rev. Mr., his defence of Ham. 

mond, the poet, viii. 36 *i. 
Bewley, William, his extraordinary 

veneration for Jdinson, viiL 117, 

117 n. ; ix. 273. 
Bible, to be read with a commoi. 

tary, vL 181. Johnson's death. 
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bed recommendation to read, ix. 
179. 
*Bibliotheca Harleiana,' Johnson's 
account of, i. 175. 

* BibUotheca Literaria,' y, 905, 906 n. 
' Bibtioth^ue,* Johnson's scheme for 

opening a, iL 34. 
Bickerstaff, Isaac, iii. Sin. 
BickneU, Mr., ii. 70. 
Bidder, George, the calculating boy, 

▼i. 65is. 
Bigamy, iv. 2Sa 
Bindley, James, L 18a 196 n. ; viL 

176 IS. ; viii. 171 n. SIS n. 
Binning, Charles, Lord, iii. SS3, 

SSS IS. ; vii. 186. 
Biogn^her, duties of a, vl S9i. ; ix. 

138. 

* Biographia Britannica,' vL 317, 318 

IS. i viii. SS. 

Biography, lit 198. ; iv. 7& ; vi. 76. 
193. S94.; viL 113, 113 is. j vilLSaj 
ix. 138.; X. 119. 

Biography, literary, of England, John, 
son recommended by George IIL 
to undertake, iii S6. 

Birch, Rev. Dr. Thomas, i. 152. 173. 
214l ; iv. S81. Johnson's GredK epi- 
gram to, L 155. Letters from John- 
son to, i. 184 S67. ; a 36. HU letter 
to Johnson, on receiving his Dic- 
tionary, iL 36. 

Blids, migration of, iii. S89. 

Birkenhead, Sir John, iv. 53 is. • 

Birmingham, vL 86. ; viL 31. 

Biron, Marshal Due de, vi. 16 is. 

Births, extraordinary, i. 316L 

* Bishop,* a beverage so called, i. S99. 
Bishops, in the House of Lords, liL 

S04. Requisites in, iv. 79. Great 
decorum required from, viii. 49. 64. 
S96. 

Blackflriars* Bridge, ii. 116. 

BlackJetter books, iii. 135. 

* Black Dog,* vil 301, 801 n. ; x. £6& 
Black men, cause of theif' being so, 

11175. 
Blacklock, Dr. Thomas, the blind 
poet,iL91.S56,S56fi.; iv.SP,39R. < 

Y 



His letter on a passage m Johnson's 

* Journey,' iv. 313. 
Blackmore, Sir Richard, iii. 117. ; ix 

US. J(^nson's Life of, vii. S97 

viii. S5. 
Blackstone, Sir William, his * Com- 
mentaries,' V. 55 n.; vii. 193 n. 
Blackwall, Anthony, L 87. 
Blagden, Dr., afterwards Sir Charles 

vi. 19. J vii. 377, 377 n. 
Blahiville, M., his < Travels,* v. S89L 
Blair, Rev. Dr. Hugh, IL 1S6. 16& ; 

iv. 33. 64. ; V. 149, 149 »., 150. 189, 

18S n. 186. SS9. ; vi. 17L S2S. S39. 

tliB ' Sermons,' vi. SSS. SSS. 309.; 

ViL 33. 197, 197 «.j vUL 75. HU 

imitation of Johnson's style, vL 315. 

His letter concerning Pope's * Essay 

on Man,' viL S84. 
Blair, Rev. Robert, his poem of 'The 

Grave,' vL 167, 167 n. 
Blake, Admiral, Johnson's Life of, 

L164. 
Blaney, Elixabeth, L 3S. ; viiL 378. 
Blank verse, Johnson's dislike of, iL 

SIS. ; iiL 139. ; vii. 367. Excellence 

of rhyme over, viiL 11. 
Blasphemy, literary property in, iv. 

45. 
Bleeding, Johnson*^ objection to pe- 
riodical, vi. S9S. 
Blenheim, v. 33. S14. ; vL 81. 
Blind, notion that they can distin- 
guish colours by the touch, iiL SS6. 
' Blockhead,* Johnson's application of 

the word, iiL 807. ; vL ^. 
Blue-stocking clubs, origin of, viii. 

86. 
Boarding.schools, ix. 5S. 
Socage, Madame du, vL & SS, S3 ft. 

Her ' Columbiade,* vuL 333. 
Boerhaave, Johnson's Life of, i. 154. 
Boece, Hector, the historian, viiL 
, S30. 
Boethius, <de Consolatione Fhiloso- 

phiai,' L 153. ; iiL 14S. 
Boileau, i. 1S9, 130 is. ; viL SOa ; ix. 

103. 
Bolingbroke, Hmry St. John, first 
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Vi«50unt, iL 1& 85. ; viil. 90. Hi« 
share in Pope's 'Euay on Man/ 
vii. £83 »., S84, S85. 

Bolingbroke, Frederick, second '\^8. 
count, ix. 43. 

Bolt Court, viL 113. ; x. 57. 

Bonaventura, the * Seraphic Doctor/ 
ii. 302. 

Bones, uses to which they are ap- 
plied, viii. 194. 

Bon-mots, vii. 174. 

Book, one always to be carried in the 
pocket, ix. 16. 

Book collecting, viii. S77. 

Book, the only one Johnson ever read 
through, X. 

Books, iiL 372.; v. 311.; viiL 2ia 
277. ; ix. 97. 102. 

Books, practice of talking ftom, v. 
12a 

Books, advantages of small portable 
ones, ix. 1S& 255. 

Books, how to read, viii 311. 

Booksellers, liberality of several emi* 
nent ones, ii. 39. 57. Johnson's 
character of, iL 57.} vi. 50. His 
vindication of, flrom the charge of 
making exorbitant profits, vi. 50. 

Book-trade, vi. 50L 

Boothby, Miss Hill, i.85.; iii. 255. ; 
V. 269, 269 n.i vUi. 28, 28ii.; ix. 
57. ; X. 244i. 

Boothby, Sir Brook, x. 101. . 

Borough-English, v. 55, 55 ». 

Boscawen, Admiral, viL 186. 

Boscawen, Hon. Mrs., viL 186. 322, 
322 n. 

Boscovich, P^re, iiL 140. ; vL 26. 

Bossuet, Bishop of Meaux, v. 43w 

Bosville, Godfirey, viL 222. 343. 

Bosville, Mrs., iii. 202. 

BoswELL, James, the author of this 
work,— afflicted with hypocl\on. 
dria, 1. 66 n. ; vL 46, 47. ; viiL 385. « 
Writes the * Hypochondriac,' a se- 
ries of essays, in London Magazine, 
L 66 n. ; viii. 169. His nationality. 
L 72. Mr. Courtenay's verses on, 
i. 263.; V. 173. Contributed to 
crcftte a public taste for biographi- 



cal details, iL2. His introductton 
to Johnson, i. 163. Story told by 
Johnson of his early years, iL 216 n. 
His * Account of Corsica,' iiL S5i 
69, 69 n., 70. Elected a member of 
the Literary Club, iiL 279. 284. 
His dress at the jubilee, iiL 68. 
His strange propensity for witness, 
ing executions, iii. 94, &1 n. ; viL 
329, 329 n. ; viU. 331, 331 n. His 
ancestry, iv. 15. ; v. 127. ; vi. 34. 
Wm character drawn by himself, iv. 
46. Johnson's character of him, iv. 
46. ; V. 172. 331. 334. His account 
of the escape of the young Pre. 
tender, iv. 229. His announcement 
of the ' Life of Johnson * during the 
Doctor's lifetime, v. 44. His letter 
to the Laird of Rasay, on a passage 
in Johnson's * Journey,' v. 167. 
Lord Stowell's character of him, v. 
172. Johnson's character of his 
*Tour to the Hebrides,' v. 331. 
His attempt to imitate the style of 
Warburton, viL 159. His short 
quarrel with Johnson, viL 194, 
195 n. His ' Letter to the People 
of Scotland,' viii. 254. 256, 256 n. 
Character of, x. 141. 143. Memoir 
of, X. 204. 

Boswell, Mrs., the author's wif^ iii. 
160, 160 fi. ; V. 174, 174 n. ; vl. 46. 
4a 211. 263. 265. ; vL 301. ; viL 242. 
349. ; viii. 141. 143. 220. 

Boswell, Thomas David, the founder 
of the author's family, v. 127. ; vL 
35. 

Boswell, David, the author's brother, 
vi. 327 ft.; viL 334, 334a. 342. 

Boswell, Alexander, afterwards ISr 
Alexander, the author's ddest son, 
iiL 217.; v. 338, 338 n. 

Boswell, David, the author's second 
son, vL 221. 

Boswell, James, the author's third 
son, L 8f. ; iiL 149. ; vL 158fi.; viL 
231. 

Boswdl, Elizabeth, the author's stepu 
mother, vi. 201 ». 

Boswell, Veronica, the author^ 
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daughter, iv. 15, 15 a.; vi. S65, 

265 n. 
Boswell, Dr., the author's uncle, iv. 

41.; v.l4dj VL122. 
* Bottom,' vili. 7& 
Bouchier, Govemor, viii. 63L 
Boufflers, Madame de, ill. 133.; ri. 

25,25n. 
Boufflers, Pfere, hU ' First Truths,* ii 

S63. 
Bouheurs, Dominique, iil 91. 
Boulter, Dr. Hugh, ii. 74, 74 m. 
Boulton, Matthew, v. 215. ; vL 91. 
Bourdaloue, P^re, it 229. ; iii. 4. 
Bourdonne, Madame de, iii. 285 n. 
Bout8.rim^8, v. 278. 
Bowels, Johnson's recipe for lubricity 

of, V. 269,269 n. 
Bowles, William, vui. 228. 
Bowyer, William, printer, viiL 374, 

374 n. 
BoXpClubs, V. 331. 
Boxing, Johnson's skill in, iv. 248, 

248 n. 
Boyd, Hon. Charles, iv. 84». 99, 100. 
Boydell, Alderman, v. 226 ». 
Boyle, the noble family of, iv. 259. 
Boyle, Hon. Robert, ii. 67. 
Boys at school, ii. 236. 
Boyse, Samuel, poet, v. 183, 183 «.; 

▼uL 411. ; ix. 46. 
Bradshaigh, I 235 ». 
Bradshaw, John, regicide, viiL 230, 

230 n. 
Bradshaw, William, yiiL 189 n. 
' Braganza,' Jephson's tragedy of, iil 

90 n. 
Braidwood, Mr., his academy for the 

deaf and dumb, v. 152, 152 n. 
Braithwaite, Daniel, viii. 277. 
Bramhall, Archbishop, on Liberty 

and Necessity, ill 110. 110 n. 
Brsmins, viL 360. 
Brandy, vii. 255. ; viii. 54. 
Bravery, vii. 18a; viii. 394. 
Brentford, v. 115. ; viii. 176. 
Brett, Colonel, i. 201. 
Bribery at Sections, v. 281. 
Brighthehnstone, ii. 209 n. ; vi. 22a 
Briatol, inn at, vL 173. 



Britain, little known of the ancient 

state of, vii. 189. 
British parliament, alleged corruption 

of, vii. 26. 

* British Poets,' BeU's edition of, vi. 
241. 

* British Princes,* quoted, iiL 117 «. 

' British Essayists,* Chalmers's, i. 
249 fi. 

* British Synonymy,'Mr8. Piozzi's, viii. 

414. 

Brocklesby, Dr. Richard, vi. 117 n.; 
ViiL 169. 328. 356.; ix. 177. ; x. 266. 

Brodhurst, Mr., Jdinson's play fel- 
low, viiL 272. 

Brodie, Alexander, iL 428 n. 

Brooke, Henry, author of ' Gustavus 
Vasa,* L 156, 156 n. 

Brooke, Francis, iiL 34 m. 

Brooke, Mrs., author of * Emily Mon. 
tague,'iL209,209fi. 

Brooks, or rivulets, viL 831 

Broome, WilUam, poet, viL 324. ; vuL 

la 

Brother and Sister, relation of, ii. 81. 

Brown, Tom, Johnson's instructor in 
English, L 39. Dedicates his spell- 
ing-book * to the Universe,' i. 39. 

Brown, Rev. Robert, ii. 311. j viL 131. 

Brown, » CapabiUty,' vU. 272. 

Browne, Dr. John, his * Estimate of 
the Manners of the Times,' ill 146, 
146 «. 

Browne, Sir Thomas, Johnson's Life 
of, L 261, 261 n. ; ii. 62. 84. His 
style, how far imitated by Johnson, 
L 261 n. His saying of devils, viL 
137. 

Browne, Sir William, the physician, 

ix.10, lOn. 
Browne, Isaac Hawkins, iv. 1661 ; v. 
281. ; viiL 27a ; ix. 62. His poem, 
* De Animi Immortalitate,* iv. 166. 

Bruce, Robert, v. 33& 

Bruce, James, the Abyssinian tra- 
veller, v. 274^ ; ix. I45u 

Brundusium, Horace's journey to, 
ViL 8a 

Brutes, Ui. 44. 290. ; vi. 174. 

Bryant, Jacob, viii. 389 n. 

3 
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Brydone, Patrick, hit * Tour through 
SicUy/ vL 103. ; vii. 220. 

Buchan, David Stewart Erskine, 
eleventh Earl of, anecdote of, iiL 
211.211ft. 

Buchan'i Buller, iv. 101, lOS n. 

Buchanan, George, it S48. ; iil. 97. ; 
iv.5a; viii. 176.; ix. 134. 

* Buck,' term nearly lynonyxnoui with 
* • dandy,* iv. 801 

Buckingham, Duke of, bis * Re- 
hearsal,' viiL 322. ; ix. 1& 

Buckles, shoe, iv. 9. 

Budgell, Eustace, 271, 271 ft. ; iv. 50. ; 

VL16& 

Budworth, Rev. Mr., i. 87 ft. 100 n. 

Bui!bn Count de, ill 247 n.; vi 
209 ft. 

Bull, Irish, by Johnson, viiL 924 

Bull-dogs, viL 7. 

Buller of Buchan, iv. 101, 102 «. 

Bunyan's * Pilgrim's Progress,* iiL 
282.; ix. 102. 

Bui^gess-ticket, Johnson's, at Aber. 
deen, iv. 91. 

Burgoyne, General, siurender of his 
army at Saratoga, vii. 219. 

Burgoyne, Lady Frances, her saying, 
ix. 99, 99ft. 

Burke, Right Hon. Edmund, anec 
dotes of, and remarks upon, i. 92. ; 
ii. 103. 191n. 239, 239 tt. 283, 264 n. 
320.; ill 91. 146. 189 ft. 218. 284. 
299.304.; iv. 4 n. 2a 28 n. 75. 78 n. 
111. 225. 301. ; V. 21& 292, 292 K. ; vi 
63. 80. 165. 182. 206. 21L 274. 309. ; 
vii 5911. 77. 9& 122.173. 248. 250. 
369. 373, 374.; viiL 22 ft. 57. 162. 
217. 304. S2& 408. ; ix. 11. 8a 157. 
237.; X. 269. His pleasant observ- 
ation on Johnson's ladies, i. 26a 
His counsel to a grave gentleman 
to * live pleasant,' iL 108. His < Es. 
say on the Sublime and BeautiAil,' 
ilL 9a His * Letter to the Sherififk 
of Bristol,' viL 3. Johnson's ex. 
clamation on seeing his house at 
Beaconsfield, viL 159, 159 ft. His 
classical pun on Wilkes, viL 175. 
His lively conceit on a line of 
Horace, viL 175. His conversation 



described by Johnson, vii. 966. ; viiL 
155. 27a His playAil saUy on 
Dean Marlay, vili. 46. 

Burke, Richard, esq. (Edmund's bro. 
ther), ix.238,238A. 

Burke, Richard, esq. (Edmund's son), 
ViiL 2ia S7a; x. 256n. 

Burial service, v. 207. 

Burlamaqui, vL 57. 

Burman, t*eter, Johnson's life of, i. 
175. 

Bumaby, Edward, iL 284 ft. 

Burnet, Bishop, his * Own Times,* iiL 
250. ; V. la ; vii. 10. 

Burnet, James, iiL 172. ^ecMonbodda 

Bumey, Dr. Charles, i. 73 fi. ; 229 ft. ; 
iL 36, 37. 7a 84. 170. 210. 225w 27a 
278ft.; vL 27.; viL 229. 232, 23a 
247 n. 369}*.; viiLlia; ix. 4a 2751 
His comparison of the style of Ad- 
dison and Johnson, L 265L John- 
son's praise of his 'Travels,* viiL 
177. 

Burney, Dr. Charles, the younger, v. 
390. X. 27. 

Bumey, Mrs., iL 294ft. 

Bumey, Miss Frances, afterwards 
Madame D'Arblay, viL 314. 3l7. 
332. ; viii. 217. 272. ; ix. 7a 27a 

Burrowes, Rev. Dr., his 'Essay on 
the Style of Johnson,' L 256fi.; 
X.284. 

Burton, Robert, his * Anatomy of Me. 
lancholy,* L 58. ; iiL 135. ; vi. 7a 
His great direction against melan- 
choly, viL 302. ix. ]15. 

Butcher, trade of, iv. 27a 

Bute, John, third Earl of, iL 141. 
144. ; iiL 5. 298, 299, 300. ; vL 108. 
199. Johnson's letter to, respect- 
ing his pension, ii. 145. 149. 

Butler, Dr. Joseph, Bishc^ of Dur- 
ham, his * Analogy,' iv. 41. 

Butler, Samuel, iiL 28a ; iv. 53, 5S«i. 
242. ; ViiL 299. 

Butter, Aberdeen, duel fought for the 
honour of, v. 83 ft. 

Butter, Dr. WiUiam, vL lia dOa 
305 ft.; ViiL 8a 

Buxton, Jedediah, the extraordinary 
calculator, vi. 65 ft. 
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Byng, Admiral, Johnson*! defence of, 
u. 69, 69 n. His epitaph, ii. 69. 

Byron, Lord, Moore's Life of, quoted, 
V. 263 ft. ; ▼. 150. His wayward 
attack on Lord Carlisle's poems, viiL 
92. His character of Johnson, x. 
165. 

c. 

Cabbages, vi. 15. 85. 

Cadogan, Dr. William, his * Treatise 

on the Gout,* iv. 220. 
Calculators, extraordinary, possess 

little other inteUectual power, vi. 

65. 
CaUgttla, his exclamation, vii. lS4t, 

124 n. 
Callimachus, merits of, vii. 35L 
' Called,* phenomenon of hearing one^ 

self; ix. 69. 
Cambridge, Richard Owen, ▼. 508. 

311.; vii. 82.; viii. 185. 
Cambridge University, iiL 21. ; ix. 10. 

Picturesque account of Johnson's 

visit to, ii. 283, 283 n. 330. 
Camden, Charles Pratt, first Earl, v. 

251. ; vii. 160. 
Camdoi's * Remains,* vii. 152. ; viii. 

206. 
Cameron, Dr. Archibald, rigour exer. 

(dsed in his case, 1 163, 163 a. 
Camerons, family of the, v. 25. 
Campbell* Hon. Archibald, iii. 251 ; 

V. 100, 101. ; viii. 287. 
Campbell, Rev. Dr. Thomas, ii. 73. ; 

V. 285. 295. 
Campbell, Rev. Dr. John, it 12& 191 ; 

Ul. 42. 253. ; V. 248. ; vii. 73, 73 «. 

His * Political Survey,* v. 59. ; vi.77. 
Campb^l, Rev. John, minister of 

Kippen, iii. 13. 
Campbell, Mungo, who diot Lord Eg. 

lintoune, iii. 59. ; vii. 6, 6 n. 
Camps, ix. 117. 

*Candide* of Voltaire, ii. 105. 107. 
Canning,Right Hon.George, on public 

education, vi. 127 n. 
« Canons of Criticism,* Edwards's, IL 

lOik 

Y 



Canting, ix, 20. 34.87. 

Canus, Melchior, a Spanish Domini. 

can, vi. 5. 
Cape], Edward, preface to his Shak. 

speare, viL 35. 
Cardan, Dr. Jerom, his mode of com. 
posing his mind, vi. 390 n. 
Card-playing, v. 157. ; vi. 140, 141 n. ; 

ix. 43. 
Cardross, Lord, afterwards Earl of 

Buchan,iii.211,211n. 
Careless, Mrs., Johnson's first love, 

vi. 92, 93. ; vUL ISO. 
' Careless Husband,* Cibber's, v. S82. 
Carelessness, vii. 368. 
Carleton,CaptMn,his ' Memoirs,>iii. 

336, 336 n. 
Carlisle, Frederick, fifth Earl of, viiL 

91, 91 n. 248, 242 «. Johnson's fa. 

vourable opinion of his 'Father^s 

Revenge,* viii. 240, 242 n. Lord 

Byron*s wayward attack on his 

poems, viii. 92 n. 
Carmiohael, Miss, vii. 5a 233, 233 ik 
Carr, Rev. Mr., bis 'Sermons,* iv. 

18. 
Carstares* < State Papers,* iv. 246 n. 
Carte, Thomas, his * Life of the Duke 

of Ormond,* v. 24. 
Carter, Mr., v. 246, 216 ft. 273, 273 n. 
Carter, Elizabeth, L 135, 135 n. 152, 

153, 154, 15411. 236, 236 n. ; iii.9n. ; 

vi. 310. ; viii, 7a 272, 272 n. ; ix. 129. 

Johnson's letter to, ii. 58. Her cha. 

racter of Johnson, x. 117. 
Carteret, John, 'Lord, afterwards 

Eart Granville, iii. 130 ». 
Carthage, viii. 185. 
Carthusians, order of, v^ 64. 
Cascades, v. 214, 214 n. * 
Castes of men, viii. 69L 
Castiglione, * U Cortegglano * of, the 

best book on good-breeding, iv. 308, 
S06». 
Catcot, George, the pewterer of Bris- 
tol, vi. 172. 
Cathcart, Charles, ninth Lord, viL907. 
• CathoUcon,' vi. 17, 17 n. 
*Cato,' Addison's, viL 123.; ix, 9L 
124. 144. 250. 

4 
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Cato, learnt Oreek at an advanced age, 
▼iii. 51. 

Cutor, viii. 3I& ; x. 273. 

Cave, Edward, character and anec- 
dotes of, i. lis. 126. 170. 244. ; ii. 1. 
58. ', ui. 2ia ; viii. 40& Johnson's 
letters to, 95. 11& 132. 134, 135. 149. 
151, 152. 177. 180. 189. Latin verses 
addressed to him by Johnson, i. 125, 
125 1*. His letter to Richardson re- 
specting the < Rambler,' 1. 241. His 
Life by Johnson, ii. 1. 

Cawdor Castle, iv. 123, 123 «. 

Cecil, Colonel, iii. 821. 

< Cecilia,* Miss Bumey's, viii 217. 

Cervantes, ix. 102. 

Certainties, small, the bane of men of 
talents, v. 260. 

Chalmers, George, L 169 n. 246 n. 

Chalmers, Alexander, I 236n. 249 ». 
263 ft. His * Lesson in Biography,* 
X.182. 

Chamberlaine, Mrs. v. 263 n. 

Chamberlayne, George, viiL 289, 

289 ». 

Chambers, Ephraim. his Proposal for 
his Dictionary, i. 258. Johnson's 
style founded partly upon that of, L 
258, 258 n. 

Chambers, Robert, afterwards Sir Ro. 
bert, ii. 22, 22 n. i iii. 8. 304, 305, 
306. ; IV. 6. 112. ; v. 179. 182. 189. ; 
vii. 193 «. ; viii. 40. 42. 

Chambers, Mrs., v. 182 n. 

Chambers, Sir William, his < Chinese 
Architecture,* viii. 178, 178 n. * He. 
roic Epiiktle* to, quoted iv. 2U7. ; vii. 
110. ; vUi. 3ia 

Chambers, Catharine, Johnson's maid- 
servant, ii.98, 98 n. 102, 103.; ia 
29L 

Chamier, Anthony, ii. 271. ; iv. 112. ; 
vi. 210. 254.; viL 4a 85. 

Chancellors, how chosen, iii. 186. 

Chapone, Hester, formerly Miss MtiL 
so, a contributor to the ' Rambler,' 
i. 235. ; viii. 242. Account of her 
meeting Johnson, L 293 n. John, 
son's letter to, viii. 24& 

Charade, viii 182. 



Character, influence of, vii. 211. 
Characters, first instance of delinea- 

tion of, vii. 378. 
Characters, how historians should 

draw, vii 286. 
Characters, showing only the bright 

side of, viU. 23. 
Characters, extraordinary, generally 

exaggerated, vi. 80. 
Charing Cross, v. 278. 
Charity, viii 80. ; ix. 31. 41. 150, SSL 
Charity, judicious distribution of, ▼. 

120. 
Charlemont, James, first Earl of. Hi. 

279. ; ly. 112. 216, 216 n. 
Charles I., iii. 251. ; v. 79. 317. 
Charles XL, v. 283. 317. ; viii la 
Charles Edward, Prince, iv. 205, 205 n. 

9ffl. See Pretender. 
Charles v., cdebration of his fUneral 

obsequies during his lif time, vii. 

7a 

Charles XII. of Sweden, I 255.; vii 

102.; x.5a 
Charlton, Dr., x. 269. 
Charms, belief in, iv. 177, 177 «. 
Chastity, iii. 47. ; iv. 219. ; vii 28^ 

288n. 
Chatham, WiUiam, first Earl of, iii, 

233. 268.; v. 251.; vii 220.; viii 

319. 
Chatsworth, iii 237 ft. ; v. 194. i vii 

29. ; viii 360. 
Chatterton, Thomas, vl 171. 173, 173 

n. ; viii. 124, 124 ft. 
Chedworth, Lord, x. 118. 
Chemistry, Johnson's fondness for, 

vii 279, 279ft. 357, 357 ft.; viii 

232. 
Chester, v. 199. 
Chesterfield, Philip Dormer Stanhope, 

fourth Earl of, I 44. 211. 253 n. ; U. 

2. 7. 10, 11. ; iii. 240. ; iv. 106 n. ; v. 

26a ; vi. 175. 238. 276. ; vii 214. 

261, .262. ; viii 109. 163. 335. Hia 

alleged neglect of Johnson, ii. 6, 7fB. 

His papers in the * World,* recom. 

mending Johnson's Dictionary, il 

5. Johnson's celebrated letter to, 

il 7. His * Letters to his Son* cba- 
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racterised by Johnson, ii. 13, 14, 

14 n. J V. 268. 282. 289 «. ; vi. 17& 
Cheyne, Dr., his * English Malady,* i. 

9k ; iv. 165. His admirable rule of 

conduct, iv. 165. His * Treatise on 

Health,' vl 145. 
Cheynel, Francis, Johnson's Life of, 

iv. 41. 
Children, treatment and education 

of, L 42. G8. ; it 239. ; iii. 105. ; iv. 

100. 22& ; vi. 28. 147. 262, 262 ». ; viL 

260. 368. ; ix. 5. 118. 149. 
China, waU of, vii. 105. 
Chinese language, viL 198. 

Choice of difficulties,' iv. 157, 157 n. 
Choisi, Abb^de, vii. 192, 192 ». 

* Choleric Man,' Cumberland's, iii. 
946, 246 Ik 

Cholmondeley, George James, viii.. 

347, 347 n.; ix.9S,92fi. 
Cholmondeley, Mrs., iv. 972, 272 n.; 

vii. 96. 334. ; z. 269. 
ChrisUan, Rev. Mr., ill 42. 

* Christian Hero,* Steele's, vL 7a 
Christian charity, viii. 280. 
Christian morality, ix. 129. 25a 
Christian religion, evidences of, ii. 

17L 212. 29a 241. ; ix. 12a 256. 
Christian, disturbed in his faith, viii. 

2ia 

Christianity, the highest perfection of 
humanity, iiL 11. The Atonement 
the great article of, iv. 88, 89 n. ; vii. 
6L; viU. 103, 103 ft.; ix.317. 

Christians, dilDsreooes among, unim- 
portant, vii. 5L 

Christ's satisfaction, !▼. 88, 89 n. $ viii. 
lOa ; ix. 317. 

Church, the satis&ction of meeting at, 
viii. 66. 

Church 9f England, ecclesiastical di»* 
dpiine of, viiL 275, 275 ». 

Church patronage, v. 298, 296 n. 

Church property confiscated, viiL 146. 

Church architecture, vi. 68. 

Churchill, Charles, i. 138.; U.206fi. 
2Sa ; vU. 51.} ix. 65. 144. 170. HU 
satire on Johnson, ii. 75. 181. John- 
soDl opini(Xi of his poetry, iL 196. 



Churton, Rev. Ralph, iii. 902 ». ; viii. 
207. i X. 291. 

Cibber, Colley, 1 166. 201. ; 11. 3. 176. ; 
iiL 94.; iv. 89. 260 n. 282. ; vi.l5& 
193. 328, 329 11. ; vii. 99. ; viii. 238. 

Cibber, Theophilus, his < Lives of the 
Poets,' i. 216. ; vi. 149, 149 ii. 331. 

Cibber, Mrs., iv. 132. 

Cicero, his defence of the study of the 
law, iii. 37. His character of Aj^ 
plus, applied by Mr. Burke to John- 
son, viii. 380 ffl. 

Clans, order of the Scottish, v. 174, 
174 «. 

Clare, Robert Nugent, Lord, ilL 153. ; 
vii. 160. 

Clarendon, Edward Hyde, Earl of, IL 
49 ft.; iii. 80.; vii. 92. 215. 

Clarendon, Henry, Earl of, ▼. 55. 

Clarendon Manuscripts, vL 49,49 n. 

Claret, characterised by Johnson, vii. 
191.255.; viii. 5a 

< Clarissa Hariowe,* L 273. ; vi. 163 n. ; 
vii. 376. Johnson recommends an 

■ < Index Rerum * to, i. S7S. 306. 
Preface to, written by Dr. Wartiur- 
ton,i.906n. 

Clark, Alderman Richard, vii. 19Sfi. ; 
viii 253. Johnson's letter to, viii. 
253. 

Clark, Mr., his pamphlet on Ossian. 
viiL24& 

Clarke, Dr. Samuel, iL 171. ; iiL lia ', 
V. 13. His * Evidences ' recom- 
mended by Johnson, ii. 171. His 
* Sermons,* viL 7a Johnson's 
death-bed recommendation of, viiL 
417, 417 n. } ix. 317. 
{ Clenard, Nicholas, his Greek gram, 
mar, vii. 9ffl, SffI a. 

< Cleone,* Dods1ey*s tragedy 6f, U. 
282. ; ViL 367. 

* Oeonice,' Hoole*ft play of, v. 891, 

221a. 
Clergy, iU. 205, S0& 210, 210 n. ; 

iv. 123. ; vL 274. ; viL 152. ; vilL 

64. Ilieir preaching not sttffici. 

entiy plain, iL 246, 246 ». ; UL ISB. 

Not sufficientiy aoquidnted with 
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their paiiahionen, i\\. 143. Engliah 

iv. 87ei Scottiih, iiL 175. ; iv. 9S. 

S78. Irish, iil. 148. laxJoUity of, 

oflfemive, vlii. 50. DreH of, ihould 

be in character, yiil 50. 
Cleigyman, Addison's portrait of, viii. 

50. Johnion*fe model of, viiL 51. 

His excellent letter to a young, viL 

399. 
Clerk, Sir Philip Jennings, viii. 55. 
Clift, WiiUam, iii. 56. 
Climate, vii. 143. 
Clive, Bobert, first Lord, vlL iga SISL 

S8S. 
CUve, Mrs., iy. 132.; viL 355. ; viiL £3a 
Clothes, fine, vi. 114. 
Ckub, Ivy-lane, formed by Johnson, 

I. 218. ; viii. 249. ; x. 27a 
Club, Literary, founded by &r Joshua 

Reynolds, ii. 272. 320, 921. 923. 325. ; 

iii. 279. 299. ; iv. 111. ; v. 255. 288, 

S88».i vL 235. 248. 263. ; ViL 59, 

59 ». 122. 375.; ix. 47. See Lite- 

rary Club. 
Chib^ Boar's Head, iv. 27L 
Club, Queen's Arms, viii. 63. 
Qub, in Old Street, ix. 63. ; x. 272. 
Qub, Essex Head, viii 249, 250 n. 
Club, Eumelian, viii. 393. 
Qub, Johnson's definition of a, vliL 

251 n. 
* Qubable* man, viii. 250. 
Coarse raillery, Johnson's powers of, 

vUi. 37a 
Cobb, Mrs., v. 331.; vL 101.; 298, 

298 «. ; X la 
CockJane ghost, vil lOa 
Cocker's Arithmetic, iv. 146, 146 n. 
Coke, Lord, iii 187. ; ix. 136, 136 n. 
Col, island of, v. 11. 90 n. 
Col, the Laird of, v. 62. 68, 68 «k S19. 
Colbome, the calculating boy, vL 65 is. 
Colchester, ii. 256. 
Cold Baths, ix. 245. 
Coliseum, Johnson's mind compared 

to the, iiL 114. 
Collier, Jeremy, viii 287 n. 
Collier, Dr., of the Commons, vil 229, 

229 Ik 



Collins, William, the poet, I 155 is. 

903 n. ; iL 24, 24 n. 26. 6a 15a 
Cohnan, George, I 243, 243 ».; iv. 

111.; ViL 358. 365. His *Odes to 

Obacurity and Oblivion,' v. 275. 

His imitation of Johnson's style, 

X. 286. 
Colman, George, jun., his * Random 

Records ' quoted, vL 176 n. 
Colquhoun, Sir James, v. 107. 
Colquhoun, Lady Helen, v. 109, 109 n 
Colson, Rev. John, L 111, HI n. 

253 M. ; V. 215,215 ». 929, 329 m. 
Colville, Lady Dowager, v. 137, 137 «. 
Colville, Alexander, fourth Lord, v. 

137 «. 
Combermere, v. 197, 197 n. 
Commandment, the seventh, ix. ISa 
Commandment, the ninth, modes of 

placing the emphasis on, L 19S. 
Commentary, the Bible to be read 

with a, vi. 181. 
Commerce, v. 292. 
Common Prayer, Book of, viii 296. 
Communion of Saints, viii 292, 292 n. 
Community of souls, doctrine of, ill 

294. 
Company, viii S16b Cause of John. 

son's fondness for, I 161. 
Compassion, ix. 119. 
Cmnpetency, small, the bane of men 

oftalenU, V. 260. 
Compliments, v. 390.; vl 902.; ix. 

74. 115. 
Complaints and compl^ners, viL378. ; 

vul 160. ; ix. 134. 
Composition, vil 340. 359, 360. ; ix. 

150. 173. 195. , Happy moments for, 

iv. 32l Johnson's advice respect. 

ing, iv. 32. His extraordinary 

powers of, iv. 63, 61 ; v. 287. ; vL 

18211. 
' Compositor,* the, viii 323 ». 
Compton, Rev. James, a Benedictine 

monk, vill ^1, 201 n. ; ix. 36 «. 
Condamine's account of the savage 

girl, iv. lia 
Condescension, vii. 352. 
Conferring fisvours, ix. 96. 
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Coolteion, iil US. ; iv. 124. 
'Coofeaions/ Rousseau*!, U. 315, 

SlSn. 
Confidence with respect to ftiturity, 

ix. 1£3. 
Confinement, vlL 104. 
* Congi d'elire,' Tiii. 9S5. 
Congieve, Williani, iii. 86,87 «». ; vil. 

41. ; ix. 1.9. 
Congreve, Rev. Charles, Johnson's 

schooLfellow, i. 19.; vi. 92, 9Sl 

lis. 

Conjugal infldeUty, vil S88, 888 «. 
< Connoisseur,' the, ii. 198. 
Conscience, scruples of, ix. 44. 89. 

219. 
Const, Francis, vl 131 n^ 
Constitution, British, rl 71. 
Constructive treason, vili. 63. 
Contentment, vil 66. 
Contradiction, ix. 49. 81. 
Convents, ii. 132. 312. ; iv. 59. ; vi. 

64. 
Conversation, v. 304. 306. ; vL74. lia 

179. ; viL 77. 181. 375. 381. ; viii. 18, 

19. } ix, 34. 6& 75. 100. 128. 175. 259. 
Conversation, the happiest icind of, 

V.304. 
Conversation, Lnd Bacon's precept 

for, viii. 23. 
Conversation, questioning not the 

proper mode of, vi. 110. 
Conversions, iiL 112.; viL 55. 142, 

14An. 
Convicts, viii. 316. 
Convocation of the clergy, ii. 253. 
Conway, ill 192. 
Conway Castle, v. 207. 211. 
Cook, Captain James, the circumna. 

vigator, vL 132. His * Voyages to 

theSouth Seas,* viii. 311. 
Cooke, Thomas, the translator of 

Hesiod, iv. 26, 26 «. His extraor- 

dinary speech on presenting Foote 

to a dub, iv. 27. 
Cookery, iv. 28 n. ; viL 127. 
Cookery,Johnson's opinion of French, 

iL259. 
Cookery, books of, should be written 

on philosophical principles, yii. 127. 



Cookery, Min. Olaste's, written by Dr. 

HiU, ViL 127. 
Cooper, John Gilbert, author of the 

'Life of Socrates,' iL 143, 143 ».; 

vL 289. ; ViL 352. 
Coote, Sir Eyre, iv. 131. 
Copyononey, in Italy, vL 303. 
Copy-right, u. 222.; iv. 70. See Li- 
terary Property. 
Corbett, Andrew, i. 57 n. 
CorelU, the singer, v. 285, 285. 
Coriat, Tom, UL 209, 209 is. 
*Coriat, Junior,' Faterson's, iii. 809, 

209 ft. 
Cork and Orrery, Hamilton, sixth 

Earl of, iii. 144^; vL32a 
Cork, Edmund, seventh Earl of, viL 

320 ». 
Corke, Countess of, viL 320 n.; vilL 86L 
Comeille, Pierre, v. 48. ; viL 363. ; 

ix.ia 
Corpulency, vilL 207. 
Corsica, iL 313. ; iiL 4 35. 49. 50. 68 «., 

69.71.80.; iv. 24 m. 
' Corteggiano* of Casiiglione, the best 

book on good-breeding, iv. 306. 
Cotterel, Admhral, L 291 ». 
Cotterel, Miss, L 291 m. ; iL 138, 138fs^ 

152. 
Cotton, Sir Lynch Salusbury, v. 198, 

198 ». 
Cotton, Sir Robert Salusbury, v. 196, 

196 ». 
* Council of Trent,' History of, L 117. 

147, 147 n. 
Counting, the good of, viii. 93. 
Country amusements, ix. 95. 
Country gentiemen, iv. 111. 11&170i». ; 

ViL 353. ; viiL 151. 
Country life, v. 94. ; vL 321. ; viL 80. 

86,8611^150.216.; viiL342.; ix.95. 
Courage, v. £81. ; viL 102. 19L 288 is. 
Court, attendants on a, iL 90, 90 «. 
Court of Session in Sootiand, v. 153. 

224,224*. 
Courting the acquaintance of the 

great, L 144, 144 «.; iL 312. 
Courtenay, John, his 'Poetical Re. 

view' quoted, L 61. S62.; iL 7a 

106. ; V. na His description of th« 
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•tyle and economy of Sir Joshua 

Beynoldi'i uble, vl 903 n. 
Courts of Geimany, manners best 

learnt at, iv. 906. 
Courts martial, vil. dGO. 
Corerley, Sir Roger De, v. 318. 
Cowardice, vii. 18a ; ix. Id7. 
Cowdray, the seat of the Lords Mon. 

tague, popular superstition respecU 

ing, viii. 145, 146 n. 
Cowley, Abraham, i. 801 n. ; v. 72 f». 

86. ; vi 140. ; vii. 5& j ix. 141. John- 
son's Life of, viil 7. 
Cowper, William, vii. 89 ». j x. 145. 

160. 162. 
Coxcombs, iii. 148. 

Coxeter, Thos. Esq., ii. 299*. ; vi. 298. 
Crabbe, Rev. George, his ' Village,' 

viil 164, 164 ». 
Cradock, Joseph, vi. 61 Mb 157, 1^ «. ; 

ix.SS6. 
Craig, Mr., iv. 65. 
Crashaw, Richard, his * Epigrammata 

Sacra,' viL 152. 
Craven, Lady, vi. 189, 189 n. ; viL 320. 

324. 
« Creation,' Blackmore's, iiL 116, 116 n. 
Credulity, v. 66.; vil 187. 210. 
•creeds, iv. 124. 
Crtchton, Robert, Lord Sanquhar, iv. 

106 ft. 
Critical Review, il 188. 275. ; iil 25. ; 

vi. 150. 313. 
Criticism, iil 91.; iv. 306.; vil 246. 

8ia ; ix. 118. 
Criticism, examples of true, ill 91. 
Croft, Rev. Herbert, vil 334. His 

• Life of Young,' viil 29, 29 «. His 

style described by Burke, viil 29. 

His • Love and Madness,' viil 177. 

His singular advice to a pupil, viii. 

311. 
Croker, Rev. Temple Henry, trans- 
lator of Ariosto, il 158 n. 
Croker, Alley, vii. 84, 84 «. 
C;roker,Colonel,ofBallinagard,vil84n. 
Cromwell, Oliver, Johnson's design of 

wriUng the Life of, viil 230, 230 n. 
' Cross readings,' Caleb Whitefoord's 

diverting, vul 324^ 384 ». 



Crouch, Mrs., viii. 220. 

Crousaz's * Examen * of Pope's Elssay 
on Man, I 152. 180. 

Crown, power of the, iil 203. In- 
fluence of, in parliament, iil 131. 

* Crudities,' Coriafs, iii, 209, 209 »». 
Cruikshanks, Mr., the surgeon, viil 

214. 234. 370. 

Cuchillen's well, iv. 280. 

Cucumbers, v. 14. ; vil 361. 

Cuillen, the, iv. 257, 257 «. 

CuUen, Dr. WiUiam, vl 311. 

CuIIoden, battle of, v. 323 n. 

Cumberland, William, Duke of, v. 
323, 323 ». 

Cumberland, Richard, via 390. His 
* Fashionable Lover,' iv. 198. His 
•Choleric Man,' iil 246, 246 n. 
Character of Sir Fretful Plagiary 
intended for him, iil 246 ». His 
•Odes,' vl 161 His •Walloons,' 
X. 260, 260 n. Anecdotes of John, 
son by, ix. 228. His lines deecrip. 
tive of Johnson's character, ix 
235. 

Cumming, Thomas, the quaker, iv, 
99. 103. 250, 250 ft. ; viii. 20& 

Cuninghame, Sir John, v. lia 

Cunning, iv. 231. ; ix. 9& 

Cuper's Gardens, v. 23, 23 «. 

Curates, salaries of, vi. 274. 

* Curiosities of Literature,' D'Israeli's, 

viil 14 n. 
Curiosity, I 93 IS. 
Curran, John Philpot, v. 263 »t. 
Currants, viil 19& 
Cust, Francis Cockayne, 1 196 n. 
CutU, I.ady, Atterbury's ftineral ser. 

mon on, vil 56. 

* Cyder,' PhiUps's, iv. 77. 

* Cypress Grove,' Drummond of Haw, 

thornden's, iv. 198. 
Cyrus, the resignation of, ix. 7 
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Dacier, Madame, her Homer vii 

189 «. 
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Daline, his * History of Sweden* re. 
commended, iii. l&f. 

Dalrymple, Sir David, afterwards 
Lord Hailes, ii 14 217. 2d7. ; iv. 41, 
«2. i ▼. 1591 191. See Lord HaUes. 

Dalrymple, Sir John, iii. S47. 280. ; v. 
153,154,155.157. Jolinson's imi- 
tation of his style, iiL 156. 

Dalrymple, Lady Margaret, v. 118. 

Dalzel, Andrew, Greek Ftofessor at 
Edinburgh, viii. 390. 

Dance, Mr., architect, iiL 189 n. 

Dancing, advocated by Johnson, vilL 
54. ; ix. 43. 

Dancing-master, Johnson's convers. 
ation with one, Ix. S7. 

* Dandy,* iv. 204. 

Danes, Stonehenge supposed to be 
erected by them, x. 269L 

Danish colony at Leuchars, iv. 69. 
Fort, iv. 182. 

D'Arblay, Madame. See Burney. 

Darius, shade of, vil 363. 

Darteneuf, Charles, vi. 77 ». 

Darwin, Dr. Erasmus, mutual dldlike 
between Johnson and, v. 194. ; x. 
21. 

Dashwood, Lady, vii. 291. 

Dating letters, a laudable habit, vil 
317 ». 

Daughters, benefit of taking them 
early into company, ix. 42. 

Davies, Thomas, the actor and book- 
seller, character and anecdotes of, 
iL 162,163w 16& 205l 277 ».,27a 287. ; 
iiL 55, 5a 58. 96 n. 241. 301. ; v. 176. 
233. 282, 283. 285 n. 287. 327. ; viL 
47. 51. 8a 35& 361. His * Life of 
Garrick,' viL 337. Johnson's let. 
ters to, viiL 224 370. Churchill's 
sarcasm on his acting, L 163 «». 
His * pretty wife,* L 163 n.; viiL 
224. 

Davis, Rev. Henry Edward, his 
* Answer to Gibbon,* ix. 24a 

Dawkins, Henry, viiL 106. 

Day-labourers, wages of, viiL 166. 

Days, bright and cloudy, ix. 116. 

Dead, the, legal redress for libels on 
the character of, vi. 130. 



Dead language, on writing verses in 
V.31& 
Deaf and Dumb, Mr. Braidwood's 

academy for, v. 152. Account of 

him, V. 152 ». 
Deane, Rev. Richard, < on the Future 

Life of Brutes,* iiL 68. 
Death, L 20a ; ii. 95. 106. ; iiL 94 113. 

19a ; iv, 198. j v. 49. 14a ; vL 29a ; 

ViL 13a 161. ; viiL 135. 14a 219l 230. 

255. 279. 302. j ix. 67. 122. 185. 24a j 

x. 47. 7L 89. Refiecfions on a vio> 

lent, ii. 95. Southwell's stansas 

upon, V. 205. 
Death.bed resentments, iv. S61. 
Death'bed repentance. Dr. Wishart 

on, iv, 277. 
Debates in Parliament, Johnson's 

share in them, i. 127. 167, 168, 169. ; 

viii. 40a i X. 64. 
Debt, misery of being in, viiL 137. 
Debtor, proverbial wretchedness of, 

viii. 137. 
DebUjiLlia 
Decay of the mental faculties, vi. 

115L 
' Decline and Fall,' Gibbon*s, vL 7a 
Dedications and Prefaces, by John- 
son, and remarks on, L 180. 183. 

902. 211. 307. ; iL 71. lia 124 133, 

134. 154. 254. ; iiL 8. 31. 23a 265l ; 

V. la ; vL 244 
Definitions, iL 48 n. ; iv. 2a 40 fs. ; 

V. 136 «. J ViL 75, 180 »». J 203. 207. 
De Foe, Daniel, invents the story of 

Mrs. Veal's ghost, iiL 194 His Ro. 

binson Crusoe, viL 103. 
Degeneracy of the human race dis- 
puted, iii. 25& 
De Groot, Isaac, a relative of Grotiut, 

Johnson's interference in behalf of, 

vi. 258, 259. 
Deist, iL 3ia 
Delany, Dr., his * Observationi on 

Swift,' iv. 259. ; vii. 81. ; viiL a 
Delay, danger of, iL 8a 
Delicacy, ix. 44. 96. 
Democritus, viiL 83. 
* Demonax ' of Lucian, curiously ap« 

plicable to Johnson, vlL 380. 
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DfltaUMthenes, i. 170. 17S n. ; iii. 8491 
Demptter, George, ii. 181 S19. S27, 

S88 «. i viL 148. Hit epitaph on 

himself, iL.184. Hi« character of 

Johiuon*s 'Journey to the He- 

bridet,* v. 159. S36. 
Denbigh, v. fiOO. 
DenniB, John, bit critical works 

worth collecting, vi. 159. 
Departed spirits, iqipearance ci, iL 

108. 180. ; viil 69. 279. ; ix. 69. 
Depression of spirits, treatment o^ 

i. 113 n. 
Derby, china manufactory at, vL 304. 
Derby, Rer. J., curious anecdote of, 

▼L844. 
Derrick, Samuel, i. 136. ; it 156. 167. 

S4fi. 943. ; iv. 120. 262. ; vu. S39. j 

tUL 182. 224 n. Some account of, 

L136M. 
Descriptions, seldom correspond with 

realities, iv. 130.; viii. 189. 
'Deserted Village,' ii. 309. ; ui. 280. 
Desmoulins, Mrs., L 64. 86l ; iii. 173. ; 

Tii.50L 146. 230. 241 S53«k 296. S4a ; 

▼UL 68. ICO. 226. 251. 
Despotic goyemments, viL 121 
Deraynes, John, esq. viii. 270. 
Devonshire, William Cavendish, third 

Duke of, ViL & His dogged vera- 
city, ViL 840. 
Devotion, ix. 34. 

* Dialogues of the Dead,* Lord LytteL 

ton's, vL 77. ; viiL 28. 
IKalogues, two^ by Sir Joshua Rey. 

nolds, in imitation of Johnson's 

style of conversation, viL 161. ; ix. 

861. 
Diary, Johnson's, iiL 198 ». ; iv. 47. 

The utility of keeping one, iL 218. ; 

iiL 251; viL 5&; vUL 166.; ix. 

117. 
Dibdin, Charles, UL 119. 
Dick, Sir Alexander, iv. 41. ; v. ISa ; 

vl 262. ; ViiL 255. 257. 258. His 

letter to Johnson on tne good eflftet 

produced in Scotland by his * Jour. 

ney,' vL 230. 

* Dictionnaire Portatif * of L'Avocat, 

reoommended, ix. 148. 



Dictionary of the English Triingwiijfli, 
Johnson's, L 210. 215, 21& ; iL 8, ^ 
4, 5. 7. 21 87. 33*. 3& 41 56. 7ft 
148. 888. ; iii. 161 188. 83a 840. 9M. 
308. ; iv. 40. 98. 305. 313. ; vL 844. 
84& ; ViL 887. 358.; x. 43. 1891 17& 
First pubUshed, IL 41 'Wilkes'fe Jeu 
d'esprit on, iL 53. Oarrick's ep^ 
gram on, iL53. J(riinson's profits 
by, iL 57. I^itome of, iL 60l Fe. 
licity with which the examples are 
selected, vUi. 281 n, 

DicUonasies, ix. 18L 

Dido, viii. 185. 

Diligence, ix. 818. 

Dillingham, Miss Anne^ viL 315. 

DUly, Edward and Charles, ilL 289 
vL 186. 189. ; viL 185, 186, 187, 188. 
130, 131. 868. 877. ; ViiL 79. Sffi. 

Dilly, Edward, his letter to Boswell 
on the ' Lives of the Poets,' vL 240. 
Johnson's letters to, vL8d9.; viL 
875. 

< Dining-taUes,' Macleod's, iv. 85& 
Di{doma Arom Dublin, Jotuuon% 

On being created a doctor of laws ; 
IL 288. From Oxford ; v. 870. 

< Dirleton's DoubU,* charactMiaed by 

Lord Hardwicke, viL 21 
Disappointment, ix. 116. 
Diseiise, its effbct on the mind, viiL 

235. 
Diseases^ acute and chronical, viiL 

136. 
Disguise, ix. 97. 
Dislike, mutual, viL 318. 
D'lsraeli,J.,L128».; iiL2S9«.;viL 

845 n. i viii. 14 ». 
* Divine Legation,* Waifourton's, viiL 

17. 
Divine Service, ix. 130. 
Divines, Old English, ix. 137. 247. 
Divorces, viL 208. 
Dixie, Sir WoIstan,L8& 
Dockers and the inhabitants of Fly. 

mouth, dispute between, IL 148» 

149 «. 
Doctoring one's self, ix. 19& 
Dodd, Rev. Dr. WiUiam, vL 253, 251 

8eOL«6L 875.287. 293. 308, 309. ; vlL, 
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79. 107 «. 121 w. J viii. 198. ; ix. 130. 

His letters to Johnson, vi. S80. 285. 

Johnson's letters to, vL 28SL 285.; 

ix. ISO. ; X. 126. His * Thoughts in 

Prison,* vii. 107. His letter descrip. 

tive of Johnson's person and man- 

ner, viL 121. 
Doddington, George Bubb, after. 

wards liord Meloombe, L 253 n.; 

yiilSl. 
Doddridge, Dr. PbUip, iv. 902. 
Dodsley, Robert, bookseller, i. 137. 

210, 211. 214 fs. 220. 229. 234 ». ; u. 

11, 12. 72. 82. 104 i vL 77. 156. ; vii. 

105. 121. 287. 367. His* Public 

Virtue,' and tragedy of * Cleone/ 

▼iL367. 
Dodsley, James, i. 210. 220. 22a; vi 77. 
Dodwell, Rev. Dr., v. 200. 
Dogs, V. 65.; vii. 8.; ix. 51. 9L Custom 

of eating them in China, ill 275. 
Domestic companions, ix. 122. 
Domestic tragedies, ix. 113. 
Dominicetti, Italian quack, bis me- 
dicated baths, iii. 104. Account of, 

iii. 104 n. 
Donaldson, Alexander, the piratical 

bookseller, ii. 222. 
Donne, Dr., his vision, vi. 76 n. 

* Don Quixote,' ix. 102. 
Dorchester, Catherine Sedley, Coun- 
tess of, iv. 42. 

Dossie, Robert, author of a ' Trea- 
tise on Agriculture,* vii. 359. 

Douglas cause, iii. 272, 27?. ; iv. 19. j 
V. 94 fi. 106 II. 126 f£ i vi. 113 n. ; 
viL45. 

Douglas, crowned heart in the arms 
of, vi. 322. 

* Douglas,' Home's tragedy of, v. 

105. 257 ; vL 202. 

Douglas, Duchess of, iv. 36l 

Douglas, Rev. Dr. John, aAerwards 
Bishop of Salisbury, i. 139. 156. 
269. ; U. 182. 215. ; iiL 55. 57.; vi. 29. ; 
viii. 275. His * Milton no Plagiary,' 
i.269. 

Douglas, Dr., his collection of edi- 
tions of Horace, viii. 277. 



Dovedale, v. 196. 

Doyle, Sir Francis H., ii. 49 

* Dragons,' Madame de Sevigne's ap. 

plication of the word, vii. 301 n, 
Drake, Sir Francis, Jotuison's lifeo^ 

i.161 
Draughts, tranquiUising eflbcts of the 

game, iL 72. 
Dream, Johnson's, vii. 353. 
Dreams, ix. 5. 
Dreghom, Lord, iv. 43 n. 

* Drelincourt on Death,* iiL 191 
Drelincourt, Miss, afterwards Lady 

Primrose, iv. 209 n. 
Dress, i. 231. ; v. 109. 297. ; vL 2a ; vii. 

178; viii. 50. ; ix. 43. 103. 
Dressing, time consumed in, iv. 65. 
Drinking, iii. 229. ; iv. 55. 107. 16& 

226. ; V. 225 fi. ; vL 64*65. 160. 180. ; 

ViL 7a 75. 81. 15a 180. 254 26a ; viU. 

19.45. 5a 67. 262. 
Drinking to excess, the practice 

greatly diminished, iv. 56 n. 
Drinking, Johnson's arguments 

against, v. 6a ; vL 312. 
Drinking, its eflPbct upon convers- 

ation and benevolence, vi. 160. 
Dromore, Bishop of. See Percy. 
Drowning, suicide by, iv.49. 
Druid's temple, iv. 110. 138. 
Drumgould, Colonel, vL 17. 21. 
Drummond of Hawthorndoi, iv. 198L ; 

V. 155. 
Drummond, Mr. William, the book- 

seUer, iiL 11. la 15. 28 ik ; v. 11& 

135. ; vL 214. 
Drummond, Dr., son of William, vL 

214.; ViL 257. 
Drummond, George, of Edinburgh, 

iv.35. 
Drunkards, iiL 55. ; vii. 264. ; viiL 262. 
Dryden, i. 255 «. ; U. 307. ; UL 86l 

200. 285. ; iv. 260. ; v. 262.; vL 19a; 

ViL 152 A 208. S5a 278 is. ; viiL 12, 

IS, 14. 91 n. ; ix. la Johnson's 

reverence for, viii. 12. His * Hiqd 

and Panther' quoted, viii. la His 

philosophical lines on liff, vUL 

301 His Aurengi^ebe, x. 90i 
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DubtiD University, premiums in, iL 

73. Mr. Flood bequeaths his estate 

to, ii. 77 n. Grant a diploma to 

Johnson, ii. 288. 
Du Bos, Abbe, iii. 91. 
Dudley, Rev. Henry.Bate, afterwards 

Sir Henry, viii. 900 «. 
Duel, ancient trial by, iv. 14 
Duelling, ui. 216. 217 n. 268. ; iv. 

249. i vuL 20& 
Du Halde, his * Description of China,' 

L 18a i iii. 46. ; viL 377. 
DunlNur, Dr. James, his < Essays on 

the History of Mankind,' vil 338. 
Dun Can, a Scotch mountain, iv. 183. 

186, 187, 188 n. 
Duncan's monument, iv. 120 
Dunces, iii. 85. 
•Dunciad,» iii. 86.; v. 275.; vii. 

195 M. 
Duncombe, William, vii. 163. 
Dundas, Henry, afterwards Viscount 

Melville, ii. 14 ; iii. 190 n. ; viL 36. 
Dundee, John, Viscount of, his fine 

epitaph, iv. 54 n, 
Dundonald Castle, v. 120. 

* Dungeon of Wit,' v. 82. 
Dunning, Mr, afterwards Lord Ash. 

burton, iii. 18a ; vi. 263. ; vii. 71. 
Dunsinan, William Nairne, Lord, iv. 

48 n. ; v. U6. 
Duntoii, John, bookseller, his * Life 

and Errors,' viii. 189. 
Dunvegan, iv. 232. 239«s., S4a 253 «., 

254. 
Duppa, Richard, his publication of 

• Johnson's Diary of a Journey into 
North Wales,' v. 19a 

* Durandi Rationale, 1459,' the third 

book printed with a date, v. 215. 

i>xrham * on the Galatians,* v. 132. 

Durinish, iv. 255^ 

Dury, Major.General A., ii. 95. 

Dutch language, Johnson studies it at 
seventy.one, vii. 65. 369. 

Dyer, Samuel, L 219. ; ii, 271 n. Ac- 
count of, 321.; iv. 112. His 

• Fleece,' vL 83. ; vii. 297. 358. 

* Dying with a grace,* ix. 124. 



E. 

Eariv habits, force of, ▼. 313. 
Early rising, iv. 221. ; vi. 310, 311. 
Earthquake at Ashbourne, vi 2721 
East Indians, vii. 198. 
East Indies, practice of going to, in 

quest of wealth, viL 282. 
East Indies, alleged delinquencies in, 

vui.20& 
Easter, v. 183.; vi. 142. 225.; vii 

167. ; viiL 203. 
Eating, il 2ff7. ; viL 3. ISi 
Eating, Johnson's mode of, iL 258. ; 

iv. 21& ; vi. 19a 
Eccles, Rev. Mr., his literary firaud, 

iL 126, 126 n. 
Eccles, Isaac Ambrose, of Cronroe, ii. 

105. 
Ecole Militaire, at Paris, vL 2. 
Economy, viL 101. 147. ; viiL 220. 
Edinburgh, iv. 12. ; v. 134 Castle, 

V. 136, 
Edinburgh, procurators of, Johnson's 

argument against a prosecution for 

a libel by, vuL 109, IW. 112. 
Education, iL 309. ; iiL 224 ; iv. 100.; 

vi. 65. 174 ; ViL 260. ; ix. 5. 118. 

149. ; X. 25. 
Education of children, iL 239. ; ix. 5. 

118. 149. 
Education, Johnson's plan of, L 107. ; 

ViL 26a 
Education, great influence of, vi. 65. 
Education, by.roads in, vL 28. 
Education of the people, iiL 224 ; vL 

155. 
Education in public schools, iv. 85. ; 

vi. 127. 294 
Education in England, by Milton and 

Locke, viL 222. 
Edwards, Thomas, his 'Canons of 

Criticism,' iL 10 n. 
Edwards, Mr., 'on Grace,' viL 133. 
Edwards, Oliver, Johnson's fellow 

collegian, vii. 149 n. ; viiL 66. 
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Edward, Rev. Dr. Edward, account 

of, vii. 232 n. His Xenophon*g 

* Memorabilia,' viL 298 ». 
Eel, Tii. S54. 
£^a]it^, Duke of Orleant, viii. 

IflSn. 
Eglintoune, Alexander, Earl of, iil 

59. ; ▼. 121. ; vii. 6. 16a 
Eglintoune, Susanna, Countess of, ▼. 

118. ; vii. 231. Some account of, v. 

120 ». 121. 
Egmont, John, first Earl of, his < His- 

tory of the House of Yvery,' viiL 

188. 
Egmont, John, second Earl of, his 

< Faction Detected,* I 158 n. 
Egotists, the four classes of, vi. 314. 
Egyptians, ancient, question as to 

their colour, viii. 105 n. 
Eld, Mr., of Staffordshire, vii 179. 
Eldon, Earl of, iv. 45. 
Election committees, duty of mem. 

bers of parliament sitting upon, 

viii. 48. 
/Elements of Criticism,' Lord 

Kaimes's, i. 165. ; ii. 166. ; ia 91. ; 

ix. 144. 
• Elft-ida,' Mason's, v. 275. 
Elgin, iv. 117 n. 
Elibankj Patrick Murray, fiah Lord, 

iii. 161. 224. j iv. 5. ; v. 50. 135. isa 

144. '182.; vi. 142 w. 179.; vii. 
' 358 n. ; viii. 95. Letters to Boswell 

and Johnson, iv. 200, 201. 
Eliot, Mr., afterwards Lord, vi. 176. ; 

vii. 307 «. ; viii 52 «. 53L 
Elizabeth, Queen, iL 119. ; vii. 361. ; 

viii. 60 n. 
EUis, John, the money-scrivener, vL 

138. 
Ellis, Sir Henry, of the British Mu- 
seum, V. 205 n. 
Elphinston, Archbishop, iv. 92. 
Elphinston, James, iii. 14. 246. 267. ; 

V. 23& ; vii. 251 n. His edition of 

the ' Rambler,' i. 245. Johnson's 

letters to, i. 246, 247. Some ac. 

count of, i. 245. His translations 

of the mottoes to the ' Rambler,* 

i. 266. Johnson's character of, iii. 

YOL. Z. 



204. Hia translation of Martial, vlt 

93. 
' Elvira,' MallCt*s tragedy of, ii. 184. 
Elwall, E, the enthusiast, ui. 19S. 

294. 
Emigration, iv. 17. 77. 214. 310.; 

V. 2a 

Emphasis, modes of placing, in read- 
ing the ninth commandment, L 193. 

Employment, vi. 324. 

Employment, female, iv. 374. 

Employment of wealth, viii. 168. 

Emulation, iv. 101. 

English and Dutch languages radi. 
cally the same, vii. 353. ; viii. 36a 

* English Malady,' Cheyne's, vi. 2ia 
English bar, viii. 312. 

English clergy, iv. 276. 
English drama, viii. 2S6. 243. 

* English Poets,* Johnson's edition of. 

Ses * Lives of the Poets.' 
Englishmen, their cold reserve to. 

wards strangers, viii. 18L 
Englishmen and Frenchmen com. 

pared, i. f 15. ; vii. 87. 362. 
Englishmen and Scotchmen com- 
pared, iv. 10. ; vii. 359. 
Entails, iv. 103. ; vi. 36. 46. 56. 59. 

Johnson's letters on, vi. 37. 38. 42. 

44.46. 
Envy, vii. 108. 159 n. 871. 
Epigram, Johnson's, to Mrs. Carter, 

i. 15i. 
Epigram on George IL, i. 16& 
Epigram, ad Lanram Farituram, i. 

180. 
Epigram, ad Ricardum Savage, i. 

187 ». 
Epigram, Garrick's, on Johnson's 

Dictionary, ii. 5S. 
Epigram on the marriage of an Aufi- 

trian Archduchess to Bonaparte, iv. 

254 m. 
Epigram on seeing Blenheim, vi. 81. 
Epigram to Miss Mary Aston, vii. 

200 ». 
Epigram on Lord Anton's Temple of 

the Winds, vii. 246. 
Epigram, Dr. Trapp'i celebrated, 

ix. 10. 
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i^ignin on a religious 'dispute at* 

Bath, yiii. 290 n. 
' Epigrammata Sacra,* vii. 152. 
i^ilogue to ' Irene,' by whom written, 

i. SS8. 
Epilogue to the ' Distressed Mother,* 

by Johnson, i. 53. 
Epitaph on Philips, the musician, i. 

165, 16& 
Epitaph on Sir Thomas Hanmer, i. 

205. 
Epitaph on Mrs. Johnson, i. 287. 
Epitaph on Admiral Byng, ii. 69. 
Epitaph on Johnson, by Soame Je- 

nyns, ii. 71. 
I^itaph for a creature not yet dead, 

iL7I. 
i^itaph, George Dempster's, on him. 

self, u. 184 n. 
I Epitaph on Ck)lin Maclaurin, iv. 

44 n. 
; Epitaph on Dr. Smollet, ▼. 112. 
Epitaph on Dr. Parnell, vili. 24. 
Epitaph on Goldsmith, vL 207. 
Epitaph on a celebrated Italian, v. 

289, 289 n. 
Epitaph on a wicked man, killed by a 

fall ftom his horse, viiL 206. 
Epitaph on Johnson, by Mr. Flood, 

Tiii. 423. 
Eintaph on Johnson, by Dr. Parr, 

viii. 424 n. 
£pitaphs, vL 27. 204. 210. 
£^itaphs, Johnson's Essay on, L 165L 
Equality, iii. 258. ; vi. 145. 
Erasmus, v. 195 n. 205 n. ; ix. 311. 
Erasmus, Jortin's Life of, ix. 142. 
Erasmus, an expression of, applied to 

Johnson, viii. 299 n. 
Errol, Lord, iv. 98, 99. 105 n. 
Enrol, Lady Isabella, iv. 99. 
Erse language, Johnson's letter on 

the proposal to translate the Scrip. 

tures into, iii. 12. 
Erse manuscripts, v. 243, 244. 248. 
. 290. 
Erse and Irish, both dialects of the 

same language, iii. 184. 
Erse songs, iv. 121. 175. 262. 
Erskine, Sir Harry, U. 158. 



Erskine, Hon. Andrew, it 184.; vL 

290. 
Erskine, Hon. Thomas, afterwards 

Lord, iii. 207 n. 20& 210, 21L 
Erskine, Hon. Henry, gives Boswell 

a shilling for the sight of his * bear,' 

iv.Sln. 
Erskine, Lady Anne, v. 137. 
Erudition, ix. 7a 
' Espionage,' no word in the English 

language to describe, v. 261 n. 

* Esquire.' the title of, L 1. 

Essex, the unfortunate Earl of, his 

advice on travel, iL 216. 
Essex Head Club, viiL 249, 250, 251. 
Estates, obligation in settling, vi. 59. 
Eternal punishments, viii 20. 
Eternity, iv. 165. 
Etymologies, Johnson's, character. 

Ued, ii. 46. 

* Eugenio,' a poem, lines firom, iit 284. 
Evans, Tho., a bookseller, of Pater- 

noster.row, l>eating given to him by 

Goldsmith, iii. 246. 
Evans, Rev. Dr. Evan, v. 204. ; vi.81 is. 
Evelyn, John, his book of * Forest 

Trees' mentioned, iii. 67. 
'Evelina,* Miss Barney's novel of, 

vii 314. 332: ; viii. 217 n. 
Evil, origin of, iv. 120. ; v. 111. 
Evil speaking, vil 251. 
Evil spirits, iv. 38. ; viii. 292 n. 
Exaggeration, general proneness to, 

vi. 272. J vii. 262. ; viii. 159. 199. 
' Excise,' Johnson's offensive de. 

finition of, i. 31 n. ; ii. 48, 49. ; viL 

203. 
Executions, public, iii. 94. ; iv. 107. ; 

viii. 179. 331 «. 
Exercise, benefits of, viii. 136 fi. 
Exhibition of paintings at the Royal 

Academy, ii. 131. j viii. 191, 192.: 
Existence, vii. 201. 

F. 

Fable, sketch of one, by Johnson, iii. 

274. 
' Fable of the Bees,' MandeviUe's, iii. 

100. 
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Facility of composition, Johnson's ex. 

traordinary, viii. 1. 
Faction, yiii. 190. 
Factiousness, viii. 83 n. 
Facts, mischief of mingling them with 

fiction, viii. 177. 
Fairfax's * Tasso,' viii. 5. 
Fairies, vii. 864. 

* Fairy Queen,' Spenser's, viL S55. 
Falconer, Rev. Mr., a nonjuring 

bishop, vU. £S9. 
'Falkland Islands,* Johnson's pam- 

phlet respecting, iiL 151. 171. 
'False Alarm,' Johnson's, iii. ISO. 

171. ; ▼». 377. 

■ False Delicacy,' Hugh Kelly's play 
of, iii. 87. 

Falsehoods, vii. 57. 

Fame, vi. 153. 30a ; viL 96. 

FamUy influence, iiL 179. 305. ; v. 282. 

Family, men of, iv. 109. 

Family residences, iv. 238. 240. 

Farmer, Rev. Dr., ii. 13& ; vit 36& 
Johnson's letters to, iiL 123. ; viL 
325. 

Farmers, viL 217. 

Famborough, Lord, viL 161 n. 

Farquhar, George, his writings, viL 
355. 

' Fashionable Lover,* Cumberland's 
play of the, iv. 193. 

' Father's Revenge,' the Earl of Car. 
lisle's tragedy of, viii. 242. 

Fawkener, Sir Everard, L 209 n. 

Fawkes, Francis, his translation of 
Anacreon, ix. 14. 

Fear, iii. 83. ; ix. 101. 

Fees, lawyers', iv. 70. 

* Felixmarte of Hircania,* Spanish ro- 
mance of, i. 45. 

Fencing, iv. 69L 

Fenelon's ' Telemachus,* v. 43. 

Fenton, Elijah, his share in the trans- 
lation of the Odyssey, viL S24. 

Ferguson, James, the astronomer, iii. 
103. ; ViL 3& 

Ferguson, Sir Adam, iiL 202. 

Fergussone, Captain, iv. 205 n. ; 288 fi. 

Fergusson, Dr. Adam, iv. 34. 38. 

Ferns, Dr. Thomas Elrington, bidiop 

z 



of, iL 221 n. 241 n. ; uL lia ; viii 
195 n. 291 n. 
Ferns, the deanery of, viiL 4& 
* Festivals and Fasts,* Nelson's, vL 90. 
Feudal system, iii. 212. 23& ; viL 302. 
Fiction, viii. S30. 
Fiddle, difficulty of playing upon, iii. 

267. 
Fielding, Henry, L 195n. ; viiL 255. 
Fielding compared with Richardson, 

iiL 38, 39. 207, 208. 
Fielding, his ' AmeUa,' vL 163. ; ix. 

80. 
Relding, Sir John, vii. 396. 
Fife, barrenness of, iv. 67 n. 
Fighting.cock, v. 274. 
Filmer on Government, ix. 145. 
' Fingal,' the poem of, iv. 94. 178. 
' 262. 327. ; V. 137. 224. 227—236- See 

• Ossian.* 
Flnnon haddock, iv. 113 n. 
Firebrace, Lady, verses to, L 149. 
Fishmonger, insensibility of one, viL 

252. 
Fitzherbert, William, esq. L85.; iL 
92 n. 130. i iiL 262. ; iv. 271 ik ; v. 
294. ; vL 192. ; viL 258 is. 261. 
Fitzherbert, Mrs., L 85.; vii. 380. ; 

ix.5& 
Fitzmaurice, Mr., vii. 319. 
' Fitzosborne's Letters,' viL 317 n. 318. 
Fitzroy, Lord Charles, vL 102. 
Flatman, Thomas, his poems, vi. 148. 
Flattery, iiL 277. ; iv. 55. ; v. 202 «. 
311.; ViL 175. 196. ; ix. 65l 114. 119. 
' Fleece,' Dyer's poem of the, vL 8S. 
Fleet Street, vL 52. 149. 
Fleetwood, Everard, viL 176. 
Fleetwood on the Sacrament, recom. 
mended by Johnson, ix. 180L 
Fleming, Sir Michael le, ii.L249ii. 
Flexman, Mr., viii. 327. 
Flint, Bet, viii. 80 m. 8L 
Flogging in schools, vi. 28. ; ix. 131. 
Flood, Right Hon. Henry, his be- 
quest to Dublin University, iL77. 
His opinion of Johnson as an ora. 
tor, iii. 157. His epitaph on John- 
son, ViiL 4Sa 
Floyd, Thomas, iL 244 n. 

2 



340 



INDEX. 



Floyer, Sir John, on ' Ck>ld Baths/ 

i. 38. On * Agthma/ viiL 263. 
Fludyer, Johnion's college comiMu 

nion, vi. 75 n. 
Folengo, Theopilo, vU. 125 n. 
Fondness, viii. 140. 
Fontainebleau, vL 9. 23. 
Fontenelle, vi. 26ii. ; vii. 78. 
Foote, Samuel, anecdotes and cha- 
racter of, ii. 121. 170. 183 n. ; iiL 95, 

96, 97 n. 101. 113. 181 >l 182. 225 fi.; 

iv. 27 n. 73 n. ; ▼. 14S. 232, 233. ; 

vi. 23 n. 61 n. 191, 192 ». 222. ; viii. 

16& 218. 227. ; ix. 62. 129l His de- 

scription of Johnson at Paris, tL 

23 11. 
Forbes, Sir William, of PiUligo, iv. 

15, 16. 1& 22. 36. ; v. 144. 168 n. ; vi. 

160, 161. 207, 208 o. 211.; viL 29. 

48. 
Ford, Rev. Cornelius, a cousin of 

Johnson's, i. 45n. ; ix. 3. Ghost story 

respecting, viL 210. 
Ford, Sarah, Johnson's mother, i. 29. 
Fordyce, Rev. Dr. James, ii 168 al 

169. ; viii. 413. ; x. 155. 
Fordyce, Dr. George, vii. 59 n. 
Foreigners, vii. 362. 
Fores, iv. 120. 
Form of prayer, arguments for, v. 

110. 
Fornication, iv. 219. ; vi. 134. 
Forrester, Colonel, vL 138. 
Forster, George, his ' Voyage to the 

South Seas,' vi. 324. 
Fort Augustus, vii. 235. 
Fort George, iv. 128. 
Fortune, ix. 213. 
' Fortune,* Derrick's poem of, quoted, 

i.lS6. 
Fortune hunters, i. 136. 
Forster, Mrs. Elizabeth, Milton's 

grandaughter, 1 267. 271. 
Foster, Dr. James, some account of, 

ViL 357 «. 
Foster, Thomas, surgeon, iii. 56. 
Fothergill, Dr. John, vi. 99 ». 
Fothergill, Rev. Dr. Thomas, John. 

son's letter to, v. 272. Lord North's 

letter to, v. 270l 



Foulis, Sir James, some account of; 

iv. 162 n. 261. 
Foulis, the Messieurs, the Elsevirs of 

Glasgow, V. 11& 
* Fountains,' the, a tale, by Johnson, 

iii. 10. 
Fowke, Joseph, v. 436. ; x. 119. S54. 

262. 
Fox, Right Hon. Charles Jarae$, iii. 

177 fi. 963 ». } V. 182 n. 288 II. ; vi. 

140 n. ; vii. 84. 96. 108. 182 ». ; 

viii. 154. 262. 27a 295, 
France, Johnson's Journal of hit 

Tour in, vi. 1-J20. 
France, want of middle rank in, vi. 

8.21. 
France, state of literature in, vii. 87. 
Francis, Rev. Dr. Philip, i. 169 ». H« 

translation of Horace, vii. SlSi 
Francklin, Rev. Dr. Thomas, the 

translator of Sophocles, it 190, ; vi 

210 n. His translation of the " De- 

monax " of Lucian, and inscribed 

to Johnson, vii. 380. 
Franklin, Dr. Benjamin, iv. 28. 
Fraser, Mr., engineer, vii 180. 
Fraser, Simon, Lord, iv. 255. 
Frederick of Prussia, Johnson's Life 
of,ii62.i iii 45 ft. 
Free wUI, iii. 83. ; vii 133 n. 
French, Johnson's notions of their 

manners and customs, iv. 109i j vi 

22, 23. J vii 215. 362. 
French Academy send Johnson their 

Dictionary, ii. 51. 
French language, vi 24. 
French writers superfidal, and why, 

ii241. 
French, credulity of the, v. 66. 
French literature, iv. 247. ; v. 4fi. ; 

viii 231. ; ix. 103. 
Freron, M, the antagonist of Voltaire, 

Johnson's visit to, vi 6. 27. 
Frewen, Rev. Dr. Accepted, iii 

28& 
Friends and Friendship, i 182. £48. ; 

ii. 52. 81. 305. ; iii 95. 192. 2ia ; iv. 

9a ; V. 806. 185. ; vii 132, 132 n. 

261. i viii 93. 279. j ix. 54. 121. 138. 

903. : X. 90. 270. 
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*Frieiidahip% an Ode, by Johnson, 

L189. 
Frwick language, iL 9691 
FuUarton, Colonel John, viL 219. 
Future sute, ilk 192. ; vii. 20. 
Future state, knowledge of friends in, 

ill 192L ; vi. 293. i vii. ISO, 130 n. 

ISl. i Tiii. 279. 
Futurity, ix. 123. 



G. 

Gaelic language, ill. 184, 184 ». ; vliL 

247, 247 ». 
Gaiety, vi. 235. ; ix. 41. 
Galatians, Durham on the, iv. 13^ 

13211. 
Galen, tU. 356. 

Gaming, iii. 209. ; vl 140, 140 n. 
' Ganganelli's Letters,* not authentic, 

▼ii. 189, 129 It. 
' Garagantua,' Johnson compared to, 

vii. ga 
Gardener, Mr., bo(Aseller, v. 288. 
Gardening, ill 78. ; ix. 95. 
Gardenston, Lord, iv. 74, 74 n. 
Gardiner, Mrs., i. 289.; viii. 241. 
Garrick, David, i. 8a 104. 106. 109. 

112. 165. 192, 193. 209. 223. 227. 230. 

23411.253, 253 It. 296. 299. ; ii. 15. 53. 

5a 82. 165. 172. 274. 275, 275 n. ; iii. 

23. 68. 7a 2291 268. 277. 286. ; iv. 266, 
, 286 ». 305. ; V. 9a 262. 264. ; vi. 96, 

96 It. 174w 191. 291. 328. 330. ; vii. 91. 

93. 137. 160. 23at 241. 261. 352. 356. 

372. i viii. 238. ; ix. 11. 18. 67. 125. 

133. 232. 237. 247. 280. 820. 
Garrick, Peter, 1 109. ; v. 194 n. £47. ; 

vi. 94. 101. 
Garrick, Mrs., viii. 73. 
Gastrel, Rev. Mr., his gothie barbarity 

in cutting down Shakspeare's mul- 
berry-tree, vi. 106, 106 It. 
Gastrel, Mrs., vii. 31. 237. 241. 269. 
Gastrell, Bishop, his * Christian Insti. 

tutes,*v. 58. 
Gataker, Rev. Thomas, *on Lots, and 

on the Christian Watch/ v. aS. 

Z 



Gaubius, Professor, his distinction be- 
tween hypochondria and madness, 
i.65. 

Gay, the poet, v. 14. ; viii. 5. His 

* Beggar's Opera,* vii. 17a The 

* Orpheus of Highwaymen,* v. 314. 
Gelidus, character of, in the * Ram* 

bier,' i. 25a ; V. 215. 

Gell, Mr., of Hopton Hall, v. 196. 

General knowledge, ix. 4. 

Genera] polity, ix. 28. 

General principles, ix. 4. 

General warrants, legality of; ii. 7a 

Generosity, v. 153. ; ix. 2ia 296. 

Genius, iv. 92. ; vii. 24d 33a 

Gentility, ix. 54. 

Gentleman, Francis, ii. 155, 155 it. 

Gentleman's Magaaine, i. 96. 103. 12a 
165. 171. ; vii. 174w 

Gentlemen, ix. 54^ 

* Gentle Shepherd,' Allan Ramsay's, 
iii. 259. ; V. 120 ft. 

George I., Johnson's character of, v. 
284. 

George II., his severity in the case of 
Dr. Cameron, L 162, 163 n. John, 
son's uniform invective against, 1. 
162. ; V. 284. Johnson's epigram on, 
i. 166. Not an Augustus to learning 
or genius, i. 243. His destruction 
of his father's will, v. 284, 284 it. 

George III., his accession and cha- 
racter, ii. 118. 130. 140. ; iv. 206 II. 
V. 229 1*. Johnson's character of, 
ii. 130. Grants Johnson a pension, 
i. 141. Johnson's interview with, 
iii. 19. Happy expression of, i. 258. 
His magnanimous conduct during 
the riots in 1780, vii. 327. 329. His 
alleged refUsal of an addition to 
John8on*s pension disproved, viii. 
353 n. 372, 372 n. 

George IV. See Prince of Wales. 

< Georgics,* viii. 2ia 

Gerard, Dr., iv. 92. 136. 

German courts, iv. 304. 

Gesticulation, viii. 324w; ix. 173. 
221. 

Ghosts, Ii. 10& 180. 3ia ; iii 175. 194. 

3 
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213. 890, 220 ». ; Til. 59. 103. 141. 

210. 216. 270. ; vUL 69. 71. ; ix. 5. 6a 
Oiannone, vii. 352. 
Giants* Causeway, vii. 295. 
* Oianti of Literature,' i. 288. 
Oiardini, iii. 266. 
Gibbon, Edward, iiL 66. 177. ; iv. 20 ». ; 

V. 182 n. 291, 292, 292 n. 314 ». ; vi. 

127. 176. ; ix. 240. Sketch of his 

appearance and manners, by George 

Cotanan, jun., vi. 176, 176 m^ His 

character of Dr. Maty, L 35 Mb His 

panegyric on public schools, vi. 127. 
Gibbon, Charles, his < Work worth 

the Reading,* ii. 311 n. 
Gibbon, Rev. Dr., vlil. 106, 106 n. 
Glfikrd, a clergyman, verses by, iii. 

149, 149 ». i iv. 122L 
Giffbrd, William, anecdote related by, 

on Johnson's proficiency in Greek, 

viii. 389 n. 
Gilbert on * Evidence,' v. 140. 
OUIespie, Dr., viiL 257. 
Gin.shops, iii. 257. 
'Gisborne, Dr., v. 289 n. 
Glanville, William Evelyn, vii. 186 n. 
Glasgow, V. 114. ; viii. 176. ; ix. 95. 
Glasse, Mrs., her book of * Cookery,' 

written by Dr. Hill, viL 187. 
Glensheal, iv. 149, 149 n. 
Gloominess, folly and sinfulness of, 

viii. 125. 
Glow-worm, iii. 46L 275. 
Gluttony, ii. 258. ; ix. 180. 
Goldsmith, Oliver, il 18& 190, 190 n. 

192. 194. 199, 199 n. 201. 318. ; iiL 

27. 35. 59. 84. 197. 216. 218, 219. 222. 

246. 252. 257. 27a 275, 976. 284. 296. 

299, dOa 901. i iv. 98. ; v. 85. 188. 
303. ; vi. 155, 155 n. 15& 222, 22a 
241. 852, 25a 27a 27& 279. 280. ; viii 
84 ». 90 n. 91. 16a 17a 211 ». John- 
son's opinion of, and of his writings, 
i. 184. 30a 309. ; 111. 37. 197. 281, 282. 

300. 304. ; iv. 145. 306. 309. ; v. 85. 
188. 303. i vi 155, 155 n. ; viL 77. 
84, 85. 106. 160. 228. 247. 905. 309. 
245 n. 369. 374. 376. ; viii. 84. 91. 96. 
163. 172, na J ix. 64. 148. 205. 230. 
237. Beats Evans, the bookseller, 



for abusing him, ill 246, 246 «. His 
death, v. 188. Johnson's tetrastie 
on, V. 189. Johnson's Latin epitaph 
on, vi. 204. 207. Garrick's descrip- 
tion of him, ii. 190 is. His < Vicar 
of Wakefield,* i 192, 192 ».; viii. 
172. His < Traveller,' il 306. ; ill 
280. ; viii 84. 96. His < Deserted 
Village,* il 309. ; ill 980. Johnson's 
prologue to his * Good«atured 
Man,' Ul 37. His Life of Paraell, 
iii 160. Dedicates < She Stoops to 
Conquer * to Johnson, iii 25a Hit 
< Animated Nature,' vi. 209 «. 

Goldsmith, Rev. Mr., iii 220. 

Goldsmith, Mrs., vl 227. 

Good breeding, iv. 81. ; ix. 9. 212. In 
what it consists, iii. 8a The best 
book upon, iv. 306. 

Gooddere, Captain, iv. 27 n. 

Good Hater, ix. 219. 

Good-humour, iv. 222. ; v. 309. 

< Good-natured Maq,' Gohlsmith'f, 
iii. 35. 37. 

Goodness, infinite, yiil 302. 

Goodness, natural, iv. 227. 

Good, Dr. Mason, l 64. 

Gordon, Professor Thomas, iv. 8& 9L 

Gordon, Lord George, vii 386» 327t 
328 IS. ; Viii. 3. 

Gordon, ISr Alexander, iv. 86L 91. 

Gout, iv. 820. 

' Government of the Tongue,* vii 251. 

Government, iii 202. ; ix. 145. 

Government influence, v. 297. 300. ; 
vi. 167. ; viii 56. 

Government of India, viii 806. 

Governments, different kinds of, vii. 
124. 

Gower, Earl, his letter to a f\riend of 
Swift in behalf of Johnson, 1 146. 

Gower, Earl, probable cause of John- 
son's aversion to, I 146 : ii. 50, 
50 n. 

Grace, vii 133, 133 is. j viii 8& 

Grace at meals, iv. 128. 

Graham, author of < Telemachus, a 
Masque,* il 188. ; iv. 98a 

Graham, Lord, third Duke of Mon- 
trose, vii 256. 
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Graham, Miw, afterwards Lady Dash. 

wood, vii. 291. 
Grainger, Dr. James, vi. 44. 44 ». ; 

vii. 16. 
Grammar-school, Johnson's scheme 

for the classes of a, i. 107. 
Grange, Lady, her extraordinary con. 

Ilnement at St Kilda, iv. 246, 246 ». 
Granger, Rev. James, his *Biogra. 

phical History,' iv. 282, 282 n. ; vL 
* 217. Johnson's letter to, vi. S2. 
Grant, Sir Archibald, vi. 231. 
Granville, John Carteret, first Earl, 

vii. 360, 360 n. ; viil. 53. 
Gratitude, iv. 252. 
Grattan, Right Hon. Henry, v. 263. ; 

viiL 320. 
' Grave,' Blair's, vi. 167. 
Graves, Rev. Richard, vi. 83. His 

'Spiritual Quixote,' x. 244 n. 
Graves, Mr. Morgan, i. 99 n. 
Gray's poetry, iv. 172, 172 n. ; v. 19. 

265, 266. 275, 275 «. ; vi. 149. 157. ; 

X. 140. 163. His Odes, v. 275, 275 n. ; 

vii. 361. His * Letters,' v. 325. 
' Gray's Inn Journal,' ii. 121. 
'Great,' how pronounced, iii. 191, 

191ft. 
Great, manners of the, vii. 216. 
Great men, on paying court to, iL 312L 
Greece, the fountain of knowledge, 

vii. 188. 
Greek, ix. 17. 168. Johnson's advice 

on studying, ix. 17. 169. Compared 

by Johnson to lace, vii. 370, 370 n. 
Greek grammar, Clenardus's, vii. 367. 
Green, Matthew, his ' Spleen' quoted, 

viL287. 
Green, Richard, of Lichfield, v. 194.; 

vi. 98. ; ix. 248. His cast of Shak- 

•peare, v. 331. 
Green, T. of Ipswich, his * Diary of a 

Lover of Literature,' quoted, v. 

292 ».; X. 13a 
Green.room, Johnson's reasons for 

not frequenting, i. 231. 
' Green Sleeves,' song of, iv. 288. 
Greenwich Hospital, ii. 248. 
GrenvUle Act, v. 14fi. 



Orenville, Right Hon. George, iii. 

15SL 
Oresham College, vl 129. 
Greswold, Henry, his character of 

Johnson, i. 100. 
Greville, Mr., his ' Maxims, Cbarac 

ters, and Reflections,' viii 305. 
Grey, Dr. Zachary, viL 170. 
Grey, Dr. Richard, vii. 170. 
Grief, vi. 272. ; viii. 99l ; ix. lia 117. 
Grierson, Mr., king's printer at Dub. 

lin, iii. 130, 130 n. 
Grierson, Mrs., some account of, iii. 

130 ». 
Griffiths, Mr., of KefhamwycUh, v. 

211. 
Grimston, Viscount, his * Love in a 

hollow Tree,* viii. 55, 55 m. 
Groot, Isaac de, descendant of Gro- 

tius, Johnson's kindness to, vi. 258, 

258 n. 
GroUus, il 24L ; vl 259, 259 n. 
Grotius,on the Christian Religion, re. 

commended by Johnson, iL 171. 
Grotius *de Satisfactione Christi,* iv. 

90. 
Grotto, Pope's, vii. 357, 357 n. 
Grottos, vii. 357 n^ ; ix. 74. 
Grove, Rev. Henry, author of the pa- 
per in the * Spectator,* on novelty, 

vi. 151, 151 IS. 
Grub Street,-Johnson's description of, 

1150. 
Guardians, Johnson's advice on the 

appointment of, vii. 281. 
« Gulliver's Travels,' vi. 857. 
Gunning, Elisabeth, Duchess of A>> 

gyle, V. 94, 94 n. 
Gunpowder, 
<Gu8tavu8 Vasa,* Brooke's, i. 156, 

156. IB. 
Guthrie, William, i. 127, 188 n. 156.; 

iU.43. 
Gwyn, Mr., architect, iii. 8. ; v. 213 m. ; 

vi. 67. 69. Johnson's dedication to 

his ' London and Westminster Im. 

proved,* iiL 8. His proposals for 

the improvement of the metropolis. 
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H. 

Habeas Cotpiu, iit 73. 

Habits, early, v. 313. 

Hackman, Rev. Mr., his trial for 
shooting Miss Bay, Tii. 257, tS8. 

Haddock, FinDop, iv. 113, 113 n. 

Hagley, t. 814. 

Hague, Mr. Johnson's early instruc 
tor, I 40. 

Hailes, David Dalrymple, Lord, iL 
14. 217. 237. ; iiL 234. i iv. 31. 41, 42L 
281. ; V. 228, 228 ». ; vi. 41. ; viii. 
318. His letter to Boewell on the 
* Journey to the Hebrides,' v. 159. 

Hale, Lord Chief Justice, iii. 187. j v. 
287. } viii. 314. 

Hall,. Mrs., vi. 48. s viiL 68. 71. 

Hall, Bishop, iii. 192 n. ; vii. 130 n. 

Halsey, Edmund, il. 293 is. 

Hamilton of Bangour, his poems, iv. 
35. ; vi. 290. 

Hamilton, Right Hon. William Ge- 
rard, i. 290, 290 n. i iii. 157. ; v. 254, 
254 n. i viii. 89. Johnson's compli- 
ment to his conversation, i. 293. 
Some account of, L 290 tn His 
anecdote respecting Johnson's pen- 
sion, V. 254, 254 n. His kindness 
to Johnson, vtit 240, 241. 

Hamilton, Mr., the printer, ilL 267, 
9ff!n. 

Hamilton, Lady Betty, v. 96. 102. 

Hamilton, Duchess of, v. 94. 103. 

« Hamlet,' vL 177, 177 n. ; vii. 364. 

Hammond, James, his ' Love Ele- 
gies,* iv. 300. Mr. Bevil's defence 
of, viii. 35, 35 IS. 

Hammond, Dr., *on the New Testa- 
ment,' vi. 181. ; ix. 143. 

< Handmaid to the Arts,' vii. 359 '». 

Hanging criminals, on the new way 
of, ViiL 179. 

Hanmer, Sir Thomas, his Shakspeare, 
i. 20a 205. ; iii 9. 18. 

Hanway, Jonas, his ' Essay on Tea,' 
i. 67, 67'f». His Travels charac 
terised by Johnson, iii. 137. I 



Happiest life, which the, ix. 192. 

Happiness, ii. 224^ 311, 311 n ; iii. 
802. ; iv. 198. ; v. 20. 295. ; vi. 175. 
306. ; vii. 18. 130. 135. ; viii. 106. ; ix. 
182. Equalised by Providence, ii. 
21 IS. The only solid basis of, vii. 227. 

Hardinge, Sir Henry, iii. 221. 

Hardwicke, Lord Chancellor, vL 151. ; 
viL84. 

Hardyknute, ballad of, liL 92. 

Harington, Dr. Henry, his ' Nugae 
Antiquse,* viii 170. 

< Harleian Miscellany,' i. 902. 

Harlow, Mr., the painter, viiL 838 «. 

Harmless pleasure, vii 263. 

Harrington, Counteu of, vl 876 ». 

Harriot, Mrs., 1 3ia 

Harris, James, E^., iii. 269 ».; v. 125 nt. 
312. ; vii. 74. 90, 91. His * Hermc^' 
Ix. 244. 

Harrison, Mrs., her ' MisceDanies,* ii. 
66. 

Harry, Miss Jane, the proselyte to 
Quakerism, vu. 1«2«. 144. } x. 15. 
106. 

Harte, Dr. Walter, his < History of 
Oustavus Adolphus^' UL 135, 135 n.^ 
viii. 52 ff. 53. 336. 

Harwood, Dr., his ' History of Lich.. 
field,' i. 103. 291. j vii 299. 

Harwood, Dr. Edward, vl 157 n. 

Hastie, Mr., the schoolmaster, pro. 
secuted for undue severity, iii 169. 
185. 222. 235. 311. Johnson's argu- 
ment on behalf of, ill 222. 235. 311. 

Hastings, Warren, Boswell's cha- 
racter of, viii. 37. His letter to 
Boswell respecting Johnson, viii. 
38. Johnson's letters to, viii 40« 
41, 42, 43. His endeavours to itir 
troduce the Persian language into 
Europe, viii 41. 

Hatchett, Charles, Esq., his account of 
the < Literary Qub,' il 325. 

Hater, a good, ix. SO. 

* Hatyin foam foam eri,' a popular 
Erse song, iv. 175. Translation of, 
by the Marcbicxiess of Northam^ 
ton, V. 15. 
Hawkestone, v. 196i 
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Hawk«sworth, Dr., Johnson's contri- 
butions to his * Adventurer/ i. SOO. 
An imitator of the stylo of Johnson, 
i 300. ; iii. 253. His < Collection of 
Voyages,* lit 289. ; vi. 122. His 
obgections against a particular Pro- 
vidence, V. 6 n. Falls a sacrifice to 
newspaper abuse, r.Sn. 

Hawkins, Mr., Johnson's instructor in 
Latin, i. S9. 

Hawkins, Rev. WillUm, his * Siege of 
Aleppo,* viL 94 n. 

Hawkins, Sir John, his iniscellsnecus 
anecdotes of Johnson, ix. 128. His 
journal of the last fortnight of 
Johnson's life, ix. 152. 

Hawkins, Miss (daughter of Sir 
John), viil 250 n. Her description 
of Mrs. Williams, i. 276 n. Her de. 
icription of Bennet Langton, i. 294n. 
Her description of Garrick's person 
and mode of living, vii. 99 n. Her 
anecdotes of Johnson, x. 56. 

Hawthomden, iv. 196. ; v. 155. 

Hay, Lord Charles, some account of, 
vL 12* n. ; vii. 370. 

Hay*s translation of * Martial,* v. 113. 

Hayes, Rev. Mr., vi. asa 

Hayman, Mr., painter, it 10 n. 

Health, iii. 159. 

Health, Johnson's rules for travellers 
in quest of, viii. 138. 

Healths, drinking of, vii. 291. 

'.Heard,* Johnson's mode of pro- 
nouncing, vii. 16. ; X. W. 

Heaven, happiness of, vii. las. 

* He.bear and She bear,' viii. 90. 

Heber, Rev. Reginald, on Evil Spirits, 
vUl293fi. 

Heberden, Dr., vii. 273.; viii. 224. 
357, 358. ; x. 64. Johnson's letter 
to, X. 281. 

Hebrides, Johnson's wish to visit, ii. 
235. 251. ; iii 41. 161. 174. 235. 275. 
308. Johnson*s Tour to, iv. 1. 
Johnson's published 'Account of 
his Journey,' v. 186. 189. 223. 233. j 
VL230.J vii. 17911. 

Hector, Iklmund, Johnson's school- 
feUow, i. 32. 42, 43, 44. 88, 89, 90. 



98. 180 n. 182. 321.; vi. 87. 91, 9t, 

93. ; viii. 11& 381 ». Johnson's let. 

tors to, viiL 130, 131. 384. 
Hector, George, i. 316. 
Heely, Mr. and Mrs., iii. 15 n.; viii. 

376. Johnson's letter to, viii. 376. 
Heirs, vL 37 n. 45. 59. 221. 
< H^loise,* Rousseau's, ii. 314 n. 
' Hell paved with good intentions,* v. 

305 ». 
Henault, Charles, v. 334. 
Henderson, John, actor, viii. 237. S39. 

His imitations of Johnson, v. 265. 
Henderson, Mr. John, student of 

Pembroke College, viii. 287 n. 

Some account of, viii. 301 n. 302. 
« Henry II.,* Lyttelton's History of, 

iii. 23. 

* Henry VIII.* vii. 292. Shakspeare's 
play of, viii. 237. Harlowe's pic- 
ture of the trial scene in, viii 238 n. 

Henry, Dr. Robert, his * History o^ 

Great Britain,' vii. 189. 
Herbert, George, his * Jacula Pru. 

dentum' quoted, v. 305 n. 
Hereditary insanity, an important 

chapter in the history of the human 

mind still to be written, i. 29n. 
Hereditary right, vt 296, 297. 
Heritable jurisdictions, iv. 194. 

* Hermippus Redivivus,* Campbell's, 

ii. 195.; vi. 54. 
Hermit, life of, iv. 59. 
Hermit, PameU's, vii. 46. 119. 

* Heroic Epistle to Sir William Cham- 
bers,* vii. 110 n.; 165 n.; viii. 91. 
317 n. 

Heroic virtues, ix. 34. 

Hervey, Rev. James, his ' Medita> 

tions,* V. 92. 
Hervey, Hon. Henry, L 11& 
Hervey, Hon. Thomas, some account 

of, iii. 17 n. 77 n.; v. 283. 
Hesiod, vii. 290. 

Hickes, Rev. Dr., v. 100 n. ; viii. 288. 
Hickman, George, Johnson's letter 

to, i. 86 n. 
Hickman, Miss, i. 97 ». 
Hicky, Mr., painter, v. 282. 
Hierarchy, English, vL 274. 
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Hierarchy, Johi»on*s reverence for, 
viu. 48. 

* High Ufe below Stairs,* Garrick's 

farce of, vii. 355. 

Highland chief, iv. 161 n. 167 n.£51. 

Highlanders, iii. 184. 

Highwaymen, the question of shoot- 
ing them discussed, vii. 70. 

Hill, Sir John, Johnson's character 
of, iii. 24 n. 

Hill, Aaron, his account of ' Irene,* 
i. 290n. 

Hinchclifife, Dr. John, vii. 317. 

* Historia Studiorum,* Johnson's, vii. 

17a 

Historian, requisites for an, ii. 207. 

Historians, iv. 234.; vii. 28a 

Historians, how characters should be 
drawn by, vii. 286. 

Historical Fact, ix. 2a 

History, little really authentic, ii. 207. 
iii. 80 n.; v. 312. ' An old alma- 
nack,* V. 313. Unsupported by con- 
temporary evidence, a romance, v. 
156. 

History of manners, the most valu- 
able, iv. 78. 

History of the * Council of Trent,* 
Johnson's projected translation of, 
L 117. 147. 

Hobbes,% Thomas, on the State of the 
Mind in Old Age, vii. 88 n. 

Hogarth, his first interview with 
Johnson, i. 162. Johnson's lines on 
the death of, 164 tt. His character 
of Johnson, i. 164n. 

Holdbrook, Mr., Johnson's early in. 
structor, i. 40. 

Holidays, or Fast Days, vi. 90. 

HoIUs, Thomas, I 47. ; viii. 75 

Holyday's Juvenal, Johnson's high 
opinion of, ix. 317. 

Holyrood House, iv. 35. ; v. 106. 

Holywell, v. 202. 

Home, John, ii. 343. ; iv. 214. ; v. 136. 
30a ; vL 167 n. 202 n. 303 ». His 
tragedy of * Douglas,' v. 106 n. 257, 
258 ff. 

Homer, iv. 77, 78 n. 17a j vii 12. 91. 



185. 380. ; ix. 206. ; x. 5a Johnson'* 
veneration for, iii. 144. ; vii. 185. 189. 
Johnson's seal, a head of, ill. 144 is. 
Johnson's early translations trom^ 
i. 50. Antiquity of, vii. 185i Pope's 
translation of, vii. 91. 188. Ma. 
dame Dacier's translation (tf, viL 
189 n. Macpher8on*8 translation of, 
vii. 189 n. Cowper*s translation of; 
vii. 189 n. 

Homer and Virgil, comparative ex- 
cellence of, vii. 188. 

* Homo caudatus,* v. 334u 

Honesty, noble instance of, Iv. 110 ». 

Honey-suckle wives, iii. 60. 

Hook, Abb^, his translation of Ber. 
wick*s < Memoirs,* vii. 12a 

Hooke, Nathaniel, wrote the Ducheis 
of Marlborough *s * Apology,* iv. 19S. 

Hoole. John, ii. 154. ; viiL 177. 246, 
247. 264. Johnson's letter to War. 
ren Hastings in behalf of, viiL 43. 
Johnson's dedication of his Tasso to 
the queen, it 154l His tragedy of 
* Cleonice,' v. 221. Some account 
of, V. 221 ft. Johnson's letters to, 
V. 221. ; ViiL 363, 364. His diary of 
Johnson's last illness, ix. 17a 

Hope, ii. 137. ; ix. 69. ; x. 246. 

Hope, Dr., botanical professor at 
Edinburgh, v. 158. ; viiL 259. 

Hopeton, John, Earl o^ viiL 11. 

Horace, L 259. ; v. 306. ; vi. 195, 196 n. 
339. ; ViL 55. 83. 171. 175c 219. 244. ; 
viiL 92 n. 209. 277. John8on*s early 
translation flrom, 148,49. Francis*a 
translation of, viL 219. Dr. Dou- 
glas*s collection of editions of, viii. 
277 «. 

Horace's villa, vii. 8a 

Home, Dr. George, Bishop of Nor^ 
wich, V. 18& 194. ; vL 75. 237. HU 
character of Johnson, viii. 427. ; 
ix.3S0. 

Home, Rev. John. See Tooka 

Horrebow's History of Iceland, vii. 
119. 

Horses, old, what should be done 
with, ViiL 244, 245. 
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Honeley, Dr. Samud, ii. 241 n. ; viU. 
250. 

Honeley, William, iii. m 

Hospitality, iii. 199. 262. ; vii. 184. ; 
viii. 216. ; x. 146. As formerly prac- 
tised towards the poor, decline of, 
vii. S65. To strangers and foreign- 
ers, decline of, vii. S65. 

Hospitals, administration of, vi. 175. 

House of Commons, vii. 63, 64. ; viiL 
159. Influence of Peers in, iv. 52. 
Power of expulsion by, vii. 292. 
Originally a check for the Crown 
on the House of Lords, vii. 292. 
Best mode of speaking at the bar of, 
vii. 52. Its power over the national 
purse, viii. 159. Lord Bolingbroke*s 
description of, vii. 64. Coarse in. 
vectives used in, viiL 900. 

House of Peers, iv. 104. 

Housebreakers, viii. 107. 

How, Mr. Richard, of Aspley, viii. 
172 ». 

Howard, Mr., of Lichfield, ii. 101. 

Howard, John, the philanthropist, iv. 
77. J V. 167. 

Howard, Hon. Edward, iii. 117 n. 

Howard, Sir George, v. 323. 

Howell's < Letters,* v. 289 n. 

Huddersford, Dr., Vice-Chancellor of 
Oxford, ii. 30 n. 7& 

' Hudibras,* iv. 242. ; v. 317. ; v. 157. 

Huet, Bishop of Avranches, vi. 315. 

Huggins, William, translator of Ari. 
osto, ii. 152. ; vii. 335. 

Hughes, John, poet, ii. 17. ; vii. 163. ; 
viii. 5. 

Hulks, punishment of the, vii. 104. 

Human benevolence, vi. 168. 

Humanity, Johnson's, viii 323. 

Human life, viii. 331. } ix. 34. 53. 71. 
120. 

Human life, miseries and happiness 
of, V. 295. 

Human will, liberty of, vilL 331. 

Human bones, Johnson's horror at 
the sight of, iv., 184. 

Hume, David, i. 231. ; ii. 223. 310. ; 
iii. 72 n. 113. j iv. 20, 21. 304. ; v. 
115 ». 254. ; vL 25a 292. ; vit 5. 



131. ; viii. 183. 289. ; ix. 37. 137. 140. ; 

X. 149. An echo of Voltaire, iii. 43. 

His political prinGiples,viu.l83. His 

scepticism, vi. 253. 292, 293. ; viii. 

289. His * Life,' vi. 25& 
Humour, ix. 151. 
Humour, good and bad, vii. 191. ; 

viii. 109. 

* Humours of Ballamagairy,' iii. 257 n. 

Humphry, Ozias, R. A., Johnson's let- 
ters to, viii. 264, 265. His inter- 
view with Johnson in 17G4, ix. 257. 
Some account of, v. 264 «. 

Hunter, Mr., Johnson's early tutor, 

tutor, i. 40, 41. 
Hunter, Miss, ViU. 17a 
Hunting, iv. 279. ; ix. 75. ; x. 130. 

138. 
Hurd, Dr. Richard, i. 87. ; vi. 339. ; 

vii. 55.} viii. 16 ». ; ix. 179. 292. His 

< Select Works of Cowley,' vi. 148. 

Johnson's character of, viii. 179. 

His •sermon on Evil Spirits, viii. 

292 n. 

* Hurlo Tbrumbo,' the eccentric au- 

thor of, V. 23 n. 
Husbands, vii. 288, 289 n. 
Husband, John, i. 61. 
Hussey, Rev. Dr. Thomas, tutelar 

Bishop of Waterfoid, viiL 412 ». 
Hussey, Rev. John, Johnson's let. 

ter to, vii. 235. 
Hutchinson, William, a drover, noble 

instance of honesty in, iv. 110 n. 
Hutchinson, John, his * Moral Philo- 

sophy,' vi, 174. 
Hutchinson, Mrs., L 381. 
Hutton, WiUiam, his 'History of 

Derby,' vL 306 «. 
Hutton, Mr., the Moravian, viii. 

412. 
Hyde, Henry, Lord, vi. 49 n. 
Hyperbole, Johnson's dislike to, ix. 

3a 
Hyperbolical praise, ix. 119l 
Hypocaust, a Roman one described, 

V. 199«. 
Hypochondria, vii. 11. 301. Termed 

by Cheyne * the English malady »* 

L64Lll3n. 
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HTpochondria and madnetf, dist'nc 

tion between, i. fH. Improper 

treatment of, i. 113 ti. 
' Hypochondriac,' Boswell't, viii. 

169 n. 
Hypocrite, no man one in hit plea. 

suret, viii. 319. 
• Hypoortte,' play of the, v. 268. 



I. 



Iceland, curious chapter out of the 
* Natural History • of, vii. isa 

lodmkill, ▼. 73. 77. 

Idleness, it 88. 213. 854. ; iiL lOS. ; 
vii. 357. ; viii. 167. 

'Idler,' Johnson's, ii. 85. 88. 101. 
Character of Sober in, intended as 
Johnson's portrait, ix. 15. 

Ignorance, iiL 92. ; ix. 79. Singular 
instance of, iv. 12& Guilt of con- 
tinning in voluntary, iii. 11. Among 
men of eminence, instances of, iii. 
9SL 

tlam, Johnson's visit to, vii. 4, 5 ». 

* Ilk,* sense of the word, vii. 180 n. 
Imagination, ix. 218. 

Imlac, in * Rasselas,' vii. 37& 

Immortality, v. 305. ; vii. 6, 6 n. 

Impartiality, vL 61. 

Impressions, folly of trusting to, viii. 
102. Should be described while 
firesh on the mind, ii. 294. 

Improvement, viii ISa ; ix. 1S3L 

Improvisation, ix. 58. 

Improvisatore, Italian, vi. 53 «. 

Impudence, diflRerence between 
Scotch and Irish, v. 241. 

Ince,' Richard, author of papers in the 
< Spectator,' vi. 151. 

Inch Keith, iv. 51. 

Inch Kenneth, v. 41. 61, 61 n. John- 
son's Latin Ode on tlie Island of, 
V. 61. 

* Incidit in Scyllam,' &c., whence ta. 

ken, viiL 172. 
Income, duty of living within, viii. 

819. 
Incredulity, ix. 47. 
Incredulity, Johnson's, ix. 47. 



Incommunicative taciturnity, ix. liiSL 
India, government of, viii. 208. 
India, practice of going to in quest of 

wealth, vii. 282. 
Indians, why not weak or deformed, 

viii. 904. 
Indigestion, Johnson's remedy for, v. 

269 n. 
Inequality, iii. 258. 
Infidel writers, iv. 303. ; vL 72. ; viii. 

289. 
Infidels, ix. 37. 
Infidelity, ii. 310. 317. j iii. 82. 97. j iv. 

212. } V. 304.. ; vl 72. 178. 292. 
Infidelity, conjugal, vL 143, 143 n. ; 

vii. 288. i viii. 289. 
Infidels, keeping company with, viii. 

294. 
Influence of age, Ix. 212L 
Influence of the crown, iii. 131. ; viiL 

215. 
Influence of fortune, ix. 213. 
Ingenuity, superfluous, ix. 85. 
Ingratitude, vi. 116. 
Inheritance, consequences of antici. 

pating, viii. 133. 
Initials, ix. 121. 
Innes, Mr. William, ix. 15& 
Innes, Rev. Mr., ii. 126. 
Inns, comforts of, vi. 81.} ix. 204. Shen- 

stone's lines on, vL 81 u. 
Inoculation, viii. 96. 
Innovation, rage for, viii. 179, 
Inquisition, ii. 255. 
Insanity, i. 29 n. 62L 64. 170. ; iv. 227.; 

vl. 319. ; viL 378. 
Insanity, hereditary, an important 

chapter in the history of the human 

mind still to be written, L 29f». 
Insects, iii. 289. 
Insensibility of a fishmonger, vii. 

264. 
Insults, iii. 216, 217. 
Intentions, ii. 314. 
Intentions, good, viiL 365. 
Interest, viL 63. 
Interest of money, viL 199. 
Intoxication, vi. 65.; x. 54. 
Intromission, vicious, IiL 2S3. 314. ; 

iv. 41. 
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Intuition and sagacity, distinction be. 

tween, viii. 337, 337 m. 
Invasion, ndiculous fears of, ix. SO. 
Ivectives, viiL 300. 
Inverary, 
Inverness, v. 87. 

* Inverted understanding,' vii. S61. 
Invitations, vi. 309. 
Invocation of saints, iii. S99. i viL 

S9a 
Inward liglit, iii. 141. 
Ireland, iii. 135. 145. 148. 298. ; iv. 
36. Ii^iured by the union with Eng- 
Und, vii. 295. Hospitality to 
strangers in, viL 365. lU ancient 
state less known than that of any 
other country, ii. 77. Johnson's wish 
to see its literature cultivated, ii. 77. 
Necessity of poor laws in, iiL 145. 
Ireland, William Henry, his forgery 
of the Shakspeare papers, viii. 124. 
' Irenes* Johnson's tragedy of, i. 109. 
116. lia 122. 173. 227. ; vii. 353. ; 
ix. 124. ; X. 8a 
Irish, the, a fair peq>le, v. 241. Mix 
better with the English than the 
Scotch do, iiL 286. Johnson's 
compassion for the distresses of, 
iii. 135l 298. 
Irish clergy, iii. 148. Johnson's kind- 
ness for, vii. 295b 
Irish gentlemen, good scholars among 

them, iii.;147. 
Irish accent, iii. 189. 
Irish impudmce, v. 241 n. 
Irish language, vi. 243. ; vii. 65. 
Irish and Welsh languages, affinity 

between, il 77. 
Irish and Erse languages, compared, 

iii. 184. 
Irish papists, iii. 153. 298. 
* Irreparable,* or * irrep&irable ? * vi. 

63 n. 
Isle of Muck, iv. 243. 
Ivy Lane Club, L 218. 

J. 

Jackson, Henry, Johnson's schooU 
feUow, vi. 95, 95 ft. 26& 



Jackson, Richard, commonly callM 

'omniscient,' vi. 136, 136 ». S73. 
Jacobites, ii. 214. 21& ; v. 260. 
Jacobitism, Johnson's ingenious de- 
fence of, ii. 214. 21& 
James I., his * Daemonology,* vii. 

256. 
James II, iv. 205, 2C5«». ; v. 283. 

297. % 

James, Dr., i. 83. 180 n. 183. j iii. 

196 n.; vi. 118. 140, 140 n. 
« Jane Shore,' ix. 72. 
Janes, Mr., iv. 161. 17& 
Japix, Gisbert, his * Rymelerie,* ii. 

269. 
Jealousy, vi. 177. 

Jenkinson, Right Hon. Charles, after- 
wards Earl of Liverpool, v. 280.; 
X. 127. Johnson's letter to, on be. 
half of Dr. Dodd, vi. 280, 280 n. 
Jennens, Mr., his edition of * Hamlet,' 

iii. 246. 
Jenyns, Soame, ii. 69. ; vi. 168. ; viL 
131.; ix. 27. His * Origin of Evil,' 
iL 69. His epitaph on Johnson, ii. 
70 ». Epitaph prepared for him by 
Boswell, ii. 71 n. Application of a 
passage in Horace to, vlL 120. His 
* Evidence of the Christian Reli- 
gion,' viii. 131. 
Jephson, Rotwrt, x. 114. 
Jesting, ix. 45. 
Jews, ix. 189. 
Jesuits, destruction of the order of, vi. 

20 n. 
Jodrell, Richard Paul, viiL 270. 
Johnson, Michael, father of Samuel, 

L 29. 311. 3ia; v. 260n. ; x. 180. 
Johnson, Mrs., mother of Samuel, L 

32. 37. 313. ; ii. 96. ; x. 180. 
Johnson, Nathaniel, brother of Sa- 
muel, L 29. 94 95 n. 312. 
Johnson, Mrs., wife of Samuel, i. 100. 

106 221. 244l 278 — 287. 
Johnson, Samuel — 

Leading Events qfhis Life. 

1709. His Birth, L 28. Inherits 
from bis fathar * a vile melan- 
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chol3r»' i. 89. Traditional storiea 
of his infant precocity, i. 33. Af- 
flicted with scrofula, I 36. 

1712. Taken to London to be touch- 
ed by Queen Anne for the evil, 
i. 38.' 

1716. Goes to school at LichAeld, 
i. 39. Particular! of his boyish 
days, I 4S. 

1726l Removed to the school of 
Stourbridge, L 45. 

17S7. Leaves Stourbridge, and passes 
two years with his father, i. 47. 
Specimens of his early poetry, i.47. 

17£8. Enters at Pembroke College, 
Oxford, i. 57. His college life, i. 
58. Translates Pope's * Messiah * 
into Latin verse, i. 60. The * mor. 
bid melancholy* lurking in his 
constitution gains strength, L 6%. 
Particulars respecting his religi- 
ous progress, i. 68. His course 
of reading at Oxford, L 71. Spe- 
cimen of his themes or exercises, 
i.75. 

1731. Leaves college, i. 79. Death 
ofhis father,!. 84. 

1733. Becomes usher of Market- 
Bosworth school, i. 86. 

1733. Removes to Birmingham, i. 
88. Translates Lobo's Voyage to 
Abyssinia, i. 90. 

1734. Returns to Lichfield, i. 94. 
Proposes to print the Latin poems 
of Politian, i. 94. Offers to write 
for the Gentleman's Magazine, 
i.95. 

1736. Marries Mrs. Porter, nearly 
double his own age, i. 101. Opens 
a private academy at Edial, i. 103. 
Writes a portion of ' Irene,' i. 
109. 

1737. Goes to London with Gar- 
rick, i. 110. Retires to lodgings 
at Greenwich, i. 116. Projects a 
translation of the * History of the 
CouncU of Trent,' i. 117. Returns 
to Lichfield, and finishes his tra. 
gedy of 'Irene,* i. 118. Removes 
to London with his wife, i. ISS. 



1738. Becomes a writer in the Gen- 
tleman's Magazine, i. 124. Writes 
the debates in both houses of par. 
liament, under the name of* The 
Senate of Lilliput,' i. 1S7. Pub- 
lishes his ' London,* for which he 
receives ten guineas, i. 129. En- 
deavours without success to ob- 
tain the degree of Master of Arts, 
1.144. 

1739. Publishes * Manner Nor- 
foldense,* i. 156. 

1740. Writes the Lives of Blake, 
Drake, and Barretier, i. 164 ; and 
Essay on Epitaphs, L 164. 

1741. Writes firee translation of the 
* Jests of Hierocles,' of Guyon's 
' Dissertation on the Amazons,' 
and of Fontenelle's * Panegyric on 
Dr. Morin,' i. 167. 

1742. Writes Essay on the Account 
of the Conduct of the Duchess of 
Marlborough, Life of Burmaa 
and of Sydenham, and * Proposal* 
for printing Bibliotheca Harlei- 
ana, i. 17a 

1743. Writes ' Considerations on 
the Dispute between Crousaz and 
Warburton on Pope's Essay on 
Man,* &c., and Dedication to Dr. 
Mead of James's * Medicinal Dic- 
tionary,' L 180. 

1744. Publishes the * Life of Richard 
Savage,' and writes * Preface to 
the Harleian Miscellany,* i. 185. 
202. 

1745. Publishes ' Miscellaneous Ot>. 
servations on the Tragedy of Mac- 
beth, with Remarks on Hanmer's 
Shakspeare,' L 203. 

1747. Publishes Plan for a Die 
. tionary of the English Language, 

addressed to Lord Chesterfield, i. 

210. Forms the King's Head 
' Club in Ivy Lane, i. 318. 
174& Visits Tunbridge Wells, i. 

21& Writes * Life of Roscom. 

mon,* * Preface to Dodsley's Pre- 

ceptor,' and < Vision of Theodore 

the Hermit,* i. 220. 
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1749. Publishef the < Vanity of Hu. 
man Wishes,* for which he re. 
ceives fifteen guinea«, i. 221. His 
tragedy of * Irene * acted at Drury 
Lane Theatre, L SS7. 

175a Begins to publish * The Ram. 
bier.* His prayer on commencing 
the undertaking, i. 234. Writes a 
prologue for the benefit of Mil. 
ton's grand^daughter, i. S67. 

1751. Writes * Life of Cheynel,' 
Letter for Lauder, and Dedica- 
tion to the Earl of Middlesex of 
Mrs. Charlotte Lenox's * Female 
Quixote,' L 269. 

1752. Occupied with his Dictionary, 
and with the Rambler, i. 277. 
Death of his wife, i. 278. His 
affecting prayer on the occasion, 
i. 279. His extreme grief for her 
loss, ibid. Composes her funeral 
sermon and her epitaph, L 286. 
Circle of his friends at this time, 
i.290. 

1753. Writes the papers in the < Ad. 
venturer,' signed T., i. SOO. Be- 
gins the second volume of his 
Dictionary, 1. 505. 

1754. Writes the Life of Cave, 
it 1. Makes an excursion to Ox- 
ford, il 16. Obtains the degree 
of Master of Arts firom that Uni- 
versity, ii. 2a 

1755. Publishes 'his Dictionary of 
the English Language, il 27. Pro- 
jects the scheme of a < Biblio. 
th^ue,' ii. 34. His depressed 
state of mind at this period, ii. 50. 
The Academia della Crusca pre- 
sent him with their *Vocabula- 
rio,' and the French Academy 
send him their * Dictionnaire,' ii. 
51. Projects a scheme of life for 
Sunday, ii. 55. 

1756. Publishes an abridgment of 
his Dictionary, ii. 60. Writes 
essays in the * Universal'Visiter,* 
il 60. Superintends, and llargely 
contributes to, the Literary Ma- 
gaxine, il. 61. Composes pulpit 



• discourses for sundry clergymen, 
il 74. Issues proposals for an edi. 
tion of Shakspeare, il 74. Is 
offered a living, but decline en. 
tering into holy orders, ii. 75. 

1757. Dictates a speech on the sub- 
ject of an address to the throne 
after the expedition to Rochfort, 
il76. 

1758. Commences the * Idler,' ii. 85. 
Being compelled to retrench his 
expenses he breaks up housekeep. 
ing, and removes to chambers in 
Gray's Inn, and soon after in 
Inner Temple Lane, il 92. 

1759. Loses his mother, il 96. 
Writes his ' Rasselas' to dcfi-ay 
the expenses of her fUneral, and 
to pay some debts, ii. 104. Makes 
an excursion to Oxford, ii. 111. 
Writes a ' Dissertation on the 
Greek Comedy,* the Introduction 
to the * World Displayed,* and 
* Three Letters concerning the 
best Plan for Blackfriars Bridge,' 
ii. 115. 

1760. Writes * Address of the 
Painters to George III. on his 
Accession,' the Dedication to Ba. 
retti's Italian Dictionary, and a 
review of Tytler's Vindication of 
Mary Queen of Scots, ii. 118. 
Forms rules and resolutions for 
the guidance of his moral conduct 
and literary studies, il 119. 

1761. Writes Preface to * Rolfs* 
Dictionary of Trade and Com- 
merce, ii. 124. 

1762. Writes Dedication to the 
King of ' Kennedy's Astronomi- 
cal Chronology,* and Preface to 
the Catalogue of the Artists* Ex- 
hibition, il 133. Obtains a pen- 
sion of 300^ a year, as the reward ; 
of literary merit, il 140. Accom- 
panies Sir Joshua Reynolds in a 
visit to Devonshire, il 146. 

1763. Writes Character of Collins, 
Life of Ascham, Review of Te. 
lemachus, a masque. Dedication 
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to Hoole's Tufo, and Detection 
of the Imposture of the Cock 
Lane Ghost, ii. 153: Boswell be- 
Comes acquainted with him, iL 
155. 

1764. The 'Literary Club * founded, 
il 271. Afflicted with a severe 
return of his hypochondriac dis. 
order, iL 277. Writes a review 
of Granger's ' Sugar Cane,' and of 
Goldsmith's 'Traveller,' il 277. 
Visits his flriend Dr. Percy, in 
Northamptonshire, ii. 28S. 

1765. Visits theUniversity of Cam. 
bridge, ii. 283. Created Doctor 
of Laws by Dublin University, 
iL 288. Is introduced into the 
family of Mr. Thrale, ii. 299. 
Gives to the world his edition of 
Shakspeare, ii. 29& 

1766. Writes the noble dedication 
to the king of Gwyn's ' London 
and Westminster improved,' and 
'The Fountains,' a fairy tale, 
iiL& 

1767. His interview with King 
George III., ilL 19. Interesting 
extract from his devotional re- 
cord, iil SO. Writes dedication 
to the King of ' Adam's Treatise 
on the Globe,' iii. 31. 

1768. Writes prologue to Gold- 
smith's * Good-natured Man,' 
iiL 35. Visits Oxford, iiL 35. 

1769. Appointed professor in an- 
cient literature to the Royal Aca- 
demy of Arts, iiL 65. Passes the 
summer at Oxford, Lichfield, and 
Brighton, iiL 66. Appears at the 
Old Bailey as a witness on the 
trial of Baretti for murder, iii. 98. 

1770. Publishes ' The False Alarm,' 
iiL 120. 

1771. Publishes 'Thoughts on the 
late Transactions respecting Falk- 
land's Islands,' iiL 151. Design 
of bringing him into parliament, 
iiL 154. Engaged in preparing a 
fourth edition of his folio Die- 
tionary, iiL 182. 



1772. Writes 'Defence of a Sebooi- 
master,' and * Argument in sup. 
port of the law of Vicious Intro- 
mission,' iiL 822. Interesting 
sketches of the state of his mind 
at this time, iii. 22a 

1773. Publishes new edition of his 
folio Dictionary, iiL 838. Writes 
preface to < Macbean's Dictionary 
of Ancient Geography,* and Ar- 
gument in Favour of Lay Pa- 
trons, iiL 238. At sizty-four, 
Ittempts to learn the Low Dutch 
Language, iiL 307. Injures his 
eyesight by the imprudent use of 
small prin^ iiL 307. His iouraey 
with Boswell to the Hebrides, iv. 
1. Presented with the fireedom 
of the town of Aberdeen, iv. 91. 

1774. Engaged i n writing his * Jour, 
ney to the Western Islands,' v. 
178. Malces a journey into North 
Wales with Mr. and Mrs. Thrale, 
V. 194. Spends some time with 
Mr. Burke at Beaconftfieid, ▼. S1& 
Writes 'The Patriot,' v. 217. 

1775. Publishes his ' Journey to 
the Western Islands of Scotland,' 
T. 233. Publishes ' Taxation no 
Tyranny,' v. 24a Receives his 
diploma as Doctor of Lam from 
the University of Oxford, ▼. 270. 
Makes a tour to France with Mr. 
and Mrs. Thrale, vi. 1. 

1776. Writes Argument in sup- 
port of the Right of immediate 
and personal Reprehension from 
the Pulpit, Proposals for an Ana- 
lysis of the Scotch Celtic Lan. 
guage, and a Defence of the 
Booksellers fi-om the Charge of 
making exorbitant Profits, vi. 4a 
Pays a visit to Oxford and Lich- 
field, iv. 67. Visits Bath with Mr. 
and Mrs. Thrale, vi. 164^ 

1777. Engages with the bookseU 
lers to write * The Lives of the 
EngUsh Poets,' vL 24a Writes 
Dedication to the Kingof th^ost- 
humous Works of Dr. Fe^uxe, 
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vL 244l Exerts his humane and 
zealous interference in behalf of 
Dr. Dodd, vi. 275. 

1778. His visit to Bennet Langton, 
at Warley Camp, vii. SS4. His 
home made uncomfortable by the 
perpetual jarrings of those whom 
he sheltered under his roof, vii. 
230. 

177a Publishes the first four vo- 
lumes of his 'Prefaces, biogra- 
phical and critical, to the most 
eminent of the English Poet^^ii. 
237. 

1780. Employed in the completion 
of the 'Lives of the Poets,' viL 
308. 

1781. Completes his * Lives of the 
Poets/ viil 1. Loses his Ariend 
Kr. Thrale, viii. 59. Is appointed 
one of his executors, viii. 6a 
Loses his friend Mr. Strahan, viii. 
78. Plans a life of greater dilU 
gence, viii. 118. Visits Oxford, 
Birmingham, and Lichfield, viii. 
11& 

1782. Loses his old Ariend Robert 
Levett, viii. 121 . Declining state 
of his health, viii. 126. Visits 
Oxford, viii. 137. Takes a part- 
ing adieu of Streatham; his 
prayer on leaving Mr. Thrale*s 
family, viii. 144. Reads a book of 
the ^neid every night for twelve 
nights, viii. 213. 

1783. Attacked with a stroke of 
the palsy, viil 221. Visits Lich. 
field and Oxford, vUi. 227 n. In- 
stitutes the Essex Head Club, 
viii. 249. Seised with a spasmodic 
asthma, viii. 251. 

1784. Visito Oxford, viii. 283. His 
fViends project a tour to Italy for 
the benefit of his health, viii. 32a 
339. 35a Visits Lichfield, Birm. 
ingham, and Oxford for the last 
time, viii. 356. His extraordi. 
nary expiatory visit to Uttoxeter, 
VUi. 37& i X. lOa 



His last^ Illnett and D^ath, viiL 
393. 4ia ; ix. 125. 152. 177, 17a 
29& 31i: 327. His will, viil 402. 
His funeral in Westminster Ab^ 
bey, 419. 424: His monument in 
St Paul's, viii. 4Sa His epitaph 
by Dr. Parr, viil 484. Chrono. 
logical catalogue of his prose 
works, X. 300. List of various 
portraits of him, x. 311. List of 
various designs intended to be 
executed by him, x. 294. His 
general character, by Boswell, 
viil 425. 
Johnson, Charles, author of <Adven. 

tures of a Guinea,* iv. 307, 307 ». 
Johnson, Samuel, author of * Hurle 

Thrumbo,' v. 23 ». 
Johnson the equestrian, ii. 172, 173 n, 
* Johnsoniana,' the collection so 

called, vi. 60, 60 «. j vii 17a 
Johnston, Arthur, his poems, il 248 • 
iv. 96, 96 ». * 

Johnston, Sir James, x. 102. 
Jones, Sir William, ii. 140 is. ; vii 26U 
Jones, Philip, vl 75. 
Jones, Miss, il 78 ft. 
Jonson, Ben, v. 155. 
Jorden, Rev. Mr., i. 58, 59, 60. 80 «. 
Jortin, Dr. John, his ' Sermons,' vll 
7a } viii. 46. j ix. 142. His laconic 
epitaph, viil 46 n. 
Joseph Andrews, ix. 322. 
Journal of life, its utility, ii. 2ia j iil 

254. J V. 30a ; vii 42. j viil 166. 
Judges, V. 148. 285. 
Judgment, v. 29a 

Junius, iil 152.; vii. 248. ; viil 307. 
Justamond, John Obadiah, vl 238 is 
Juvenal, v. 106. j vii. 89, 89 n. Holy* 
day's notes on, viii. 317. 
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Kaimes, Henry Home, Lord, 1 165 » 
iil 4a 9a 234. j iv. 304.; v. 112. ; ix, 
144. His « Elements of Criticism » 
il 16R ; vii. 78. His « Sketches of 
Man,' vii 7a 198. 215. 
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Kearney, Rev. Dr. Michael, i. 194 n. ; 

vii. 103. 286 n. ; viii, 46. 
Kearsley, George, book«eller, i. 

950 n-i viii. 44. 
Kedleston, v, 19a j vi. 300. 
Kellie, Thomas, sixth Earl of, vi. 312. 
Kelly, Hugh, vL 245. ; vuL 411. j Ix. 

132. 
Kemble, John Philip, viiL 236. 
Kempis, Thomas k, viL 54, 64n. 
Ken, Bishop, V. 311. 
Kennedy, Rev. Dr., ii. 133. 
Kennedy, Dr., his tragedy, viL 68. 
Kennicot, Dr.^ Benjamin, ill 142, 

142 n. 
Kenrick, Dr. William, ii. 300, 300». ; 

iii. 53. ; iv. 305, 305 n. ; vii. 90. 
Kepple, Lady Elizabeth, iii. 99 ». ' 
Kerr, JameR, iv. 32. 
Kettel, Dr. Ralph, ii. 41 n. 
Kilmorey, John, tenth Viscount, v. 

197. } X. 271. 
Kindersley, Mr., x. 269. 
Kindness, vi. 327. } viii. 140. ; ix. 119. 
King, Rev. Dr., iL 32 n. ; v. 311 »». j 

ViL 171. 

King, Archbishop, his 'Essay on 
Evil,' viL 283 n. 

Kings, their situation, ii. 206. 226. ; 
iii. 2a ; viii. 19. 

King's-Head Club, il. 218. 

Kippis, Dr. Andrew, iii. 157.; iv. 
89 n. ; vii. 317, 318 n. 

Knapton, Messrs., booksellers, ii. 211. 

Kneller, Sir Godfrey, vii. 66, 67 n. 

Knight, Lady, ii. 275. j iii. 9 ». Anec- 
dotes by, X. 48. 

Knitting, v. 303. ; vii. 72. 

Knowledge, ii. 194. ; iii. 260. ; v. 303. ; 
vi. 79.; ViL 188.; ix. 4. 70. 78. 
Every-day the best, ix. 4. 70. 78. 

Knowles, Mary, Quakeress, vi. 198. 
200 n. ; viL 126. 129. 138. 142. 144. 
Her theological dialogue with John- 
son, vii. 144. ; x. 15. 106. 

Knox, John, iv. 58. 

Knox, Rev. Vicesimus, i. 261. ; viii. 
333. His character of Johnson, X.153. 

Knox, John, on Johnson's * Journey 
to the Hebrides,' v. 237. 
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35. ; vii. 8a 
Langley, Rev. Mr., v. 195. 
Langley, Charles, husband of* Alley 

Croker,' vii. 84 n. 
Langton, Bennet, i. 118. 294, 294 «. ; 

viik 407. ; ix. 219. ; x. 57. 138. Hia 

Collectanea of Johnson's sayings, 

ViL 350. 
Langton, Miss Jane, vL 168. John. 

son's letter to, iii. 159. ; viiL 267. 
Langton, Peregrine, iL 341. 
Langton, Bishop, L 295 n. 
Language, viii. 2ia Origin of, viii. 

198. Of an ancient author, not to 

be modernised, viiL 318. On writ- 
ing verses in a dead, v. 319. 
Languages, ii. 245. ; iii. 12. 8L 183. ; 

vL 24. 154.; ix. 255. Irish and 

Gaelic, iiU 183. Chinese, vii. 198. 

Poets, the preservers of, vi. 154. 

The pedigree of nations, iv. 242. 
Lapidary inscriptions, inaccuracy of, 

viL 239, 239 n. 
Latin, ix. 14& 310. Latin epiUphs, 

iv. 164, 164 n. 
Laud, Archbishop, his diary, ilL 251. 
Lauder, William, his forgery against 

Milton, L 269, 269 n. 
Law, vL 57. Profession of, vi. S3, 

£4 n. Opinions as to the study and 

practice of, iL 289. 312. ; iii. 3. 36. 

25a ; iv. 87. ; vi. 23, 24 n. 57. ; ix. 

44. 136. Cicero's defence of the 

study of, iii. 37 n. 
Law, Dr. Edmond, Bishop of Carlisle, 

vii. 304, 304 n. 
Law, William, viiL 287 n. 297. His 

< Serious Call,' L 69, 69 ft. 1S7, 

137 n.; ix. 15a 
Lawrence, Sir Thomas, iL 82 ». 
Lawrence, Dr. Thomas, iL 83. ; ▼. 

228. ; vi. 140. ; viL 309. ; viii. 128. ; 

X. 265, 265 ». 
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Law«, vl 38. 143. 

Lawyers, ii. 312. 324. ; vi. 57. ; viii. 48. 

Lay patronage, argument in defence 
of, iii. S19. 

Laziness, iv. 251. ; Ix. 148. 

Lea, Rev. Samuel, i. 46l 

Learned ladies, ix. 129. 

Learning, iv. 55. 79. j v. 131. 310. : viil 
212. 

Leasowes, ▼. 214. 

Lectures, on the practice of teaching 
by,ii. 310.; viii. 68. 

Lee, Alderman, vi. 198, 198 n, 

Lee, Arthur, vi. 189. 196. 

Lee, John, vii. 52, 52 n. 

Leechman, Dr. WUliam, iv. 66, 66 n. ; 
v. 115. 

Leeds, Francis, fifth Earl of, vii. 361. 

Legitimation by subsequent mar- 
riage, vi. 88, 88 «. 

Leibnita, iiL 183. j v. 12. 

Leicester, Robert Dudley, Earl of, v. 
201. 

Leisure, the source of intellectual im- 
provement, iii. 258. 

Leith, iv. 49. 

Leland, Rev. Dr. Thomas, ii. 288. ; 
vi 243. i vii. 158. 

Lenox, Mrs. Charlotte, I 307, 308. ; 
ii. 134 } V. 222. ; vii. 358. j viiL 272. 

Leslie, Charles, viii. 287 n. 

Letter-writing, viii. 80. 

Letters, sanctity of private, iii. 49. 
* None received in the grave,' viii. 
415, 415 n. 

Levellers, ii. 233. 

Lever, Sir Ash ton, viii. 337, SS7 fs^ 

Levett, Robert, 1. 185. j viil 121.; 
X. 45. 82. 258. 26a Verses to the me- 
mory of, viii 122. 

Lewis, David, his lines to Pope, viii. 
309. 

Lewis, Francis, i 266, 266 n. 

* Lexiphanes,' Campbell's, iii. 31,31 n. 

Idbek, V. 23. ; vi. 60. 130. From the 
pulpit, vi 181. On the character 
of the dead, vi 130. 

Liberty, iii. 53. ; vii 258. Political, iii 
53. Of conscience, iii 291. Of teach. | 
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vi 130. Of the pulpit, vi. 181. 
Liberty and necessity, viii 433. 
Libraries, iv. 60 n. ; ix. 172. 
Licensed stews, vi. 134. 
Lichfield, vi S7. 
Liddell, Sir Henry, iii 200 «. 
Lies, ii. 120. 220. 

Life, rules for the conduct of, viii. 
,• 140. Dryden's lines on, viii 304. 

Human, viii 33L Reflections on, 

iir 135. ; iii. a ; vi 17& 219. 262. ; 

ix. 34. 53. 71. 97. 175. 

• Lillibullero,* ballad of, v. 290, 291 n. 
Linen, advantages of wearing, iv 

229. 
Lintot, the bookseller, i. I12L 

* Literary Club,' founded, ii. 272. 320 

321. 32a #5.; iii 279. 299.; iv! 

111. ; y. 265. 288, 288«.; vl 235. 

248. 263. ; vii 59, 59 n. 122. 375. ; 

ix. 47. Complete list of its mem- 

bers firom its foundation to the pre- 
sent time, ii 325. 
*Iaterary Anecdotes,' Nichols's, a 

storehouse of facts and dates, viil 

374. 
Literary £ime, v. 30a 
Literary fraud, i 304. ; ii 72L 125. 
Literary Journals, iii 25. 
Literary man, life of, viii 7a 
Literary property, ii 222. ; iu. 302. ; 

iv. 70. ; viii 100. 
Literary reputation, iii 276. 
Literature, good, superfetation of the 

press prejudicial to, vii 188. Small 

quantity of, in the world, vii 151 n. 

Dignity of, vii 159. 
LitUe books, ix. 255. 
Liturgy of the Church of England. 

ix. 130. 
Liverpool, Charles Jenkinson, first 

Earl of, vl 282. 
* Lives of the English Poets,' vi I49. 

194. 240. 331. ; vii. 16a 236. 25a 267 

308.; vlill-^; ix. 24a 250. 
Lleweney, v. 199, 200, 201. ; viii. 288 ». 
Lloyd, Dr., Bishop of St. Asaph, v. 

200 ». 
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Uoyd, Mr., tpiaker, of Biimtn^am, 

Ti. 87. 89. 

Lloyd» Humphry, the antiquary, v. 
SOI. 

Uoyd, Olivia, quakereu, L 97. 

Lobo's * Account of Abyuinia,' L 90l j 
vi. 122. 

Local attachment, iiL 106. 

Locality, viii. SStl. 

Lochbtiy, the Laird of, v. 81, 82 tt. 

LoChbuy, Lady, v. 82. 

Loch Lomond, ▼. 109. ; vli. 266. • 

Lock, William, of Norbury Park, riil. 
11. 

Locke, John, iv. 93 ; rii. 355. His 
veriea to Dr. Sydenham, iv. 91. Hli 
plan of education, vii. 222. 

Lodgings, list of Johnson's various, in 
London, i. 217. j vii 288. 

Lofft, Capel, viiL 27& 

Lombe, John, lUa silk-mill at Derby, 
vi. 30& 

London, i. 110. 114. ; v. 278. 901 n.; 
vi. 138. 322. i vii. 77. 87. 149. 227. 
282. ; viii. 152. 38a The great field 
of genius and exertion, i. 110. ' Art 
of Living* in, i. 114. Johnson's 
poem of, i. 129. 132. 140. 142. 144l 
222. Johnson's love of, it 7& 202. ; 
iii. 134. 148. 75. ; vl 32a j viu 87. 
249. ; viii. 363 n. The fountain of 
intelligence, v. 183. Noplace where 
economy can be so well practised as 
in, vii. 249. State of the poor in, 
vii. 282. Too large, v. 301. Mode 
of choosing its mayors, viL 220. 
Pennant's * Account* of, vii. Ua 
Shopkeeper, iv. 80. 82 n., 83. No 
place cures a man's vanity so well 
as, iii. 134. 

London Chronicle,' ii. 72. 275. ; iii. 
108. 246. ; vii. 48. j viii. 52. 

Londoners, iii. 105. j v. 35. 

Long, Dudley. See North, viii. 48. 56. 

Longitude, ii. 54. 

Longlands, Mr., iii. 223. 

Longley, John, vii. 356 n. 

Lonsdale, first Earl of<iv. 116. 

Looking-glasses, vi. la 

Lopei de Vega, ix. 24. 



Lord Chancellon, mode of choosing, 

iii 186. 
Loudoun, John,fourth Earlof,v.ll8 n. 
Loudoun, Lady Margaret. Dalrymple, 

Countess of, vii 231. 
Loughborough, L<nd, ii 141. 14a 15^ 

159. i V. 299 n. ; vi 116, 117. ; viiL 

168 ». 
Louis XIV., iii 2& ; vii. 192. 
Lovat, Simon, twelfth Lord, i 806^ 

iv. 246 n. ; v. 149. 
Love, ii 151. j iii 1S7. ; v. S0& ; vi 

92. ; vii 19. ; viii. 56. ; iz. 7a 
Love and Madness, viii 177. A play, 

viii SB. 
Loveday, Dr. John, iii. 903 n. 
Lovibond, Edward, i 111. 
Low company, viii 3ia 
Low Life, V. 3a 
Lowe, Mr., i 41. 4a 
Lowe, Mauritius, painter, vii 252. 

346 n. } viii. 192. 
Lowth, Dr. Robert, Bishop of Lon- 

don, iii. .2a ; iv. 80. 130.} vi 18L 
Lowther, Sir James, the miser, iv. 116u 
Lowthers, family of the, iv. 117. 
Lucas, Dr. Charles, ii 65 n. 
Lucian, vi 126n. j vii 380. 
Lumisden, Andrew, vi 20. 
Lunardi, aeronaut, viii 361, 362. 
* Lusiad,' vUi 246. 
Luton Hoe, viii 9a 
Luxury, iii 202. 25a ; iv. 5a ; v. 102. j 

vi. 17a ; vii. 54. 12a 135. 
Lydiat, Thomas, i 225 n. 
Lye,PEdward, his Saxon Dictionary, 

ii 321. 
Lyttelton, George, Lord, ii a 14^; 

iii. 23. 140. 260 n. 280. ; iv. 164. ; v. 

9 «. 2ia ; vi. 77. 150. j vii. 334. ; viii 

27. } ix. isa 254. ; x.ll4. His 'Life of 

Henry II.,' iii. 2a 260 n. ; vi. 150 n. 

Johnson's Life of, viii 27. His 

• Dialogues of the Dead,' vi 77. ; 

viU. 28. 
Lyttelton, Thomas, Lord, his vision, 

viU. 302 n. 
Lyttelton, Mr., uncle of Lord LyttdU 

ton, iii 162. ; vi 176 n. 
Lyttelton, Miss, vi 176 ». 



INDEX. 



557 



M. 

Macartney, George, Earl of, U. 134. ; 

vL 139 n. J vii. 73 ». 322. j viii. 30 n. 
Macaulay, Rev. Kennett, his 'Ac- 
count of St Kilda,' iii 41. 176. ; ir. 

122.124^ 
Macaulay, Mrs., wife of the Rev. K. 

Macaulay, v. 328. 
Macaulay, Catharine, i. 289 it. ; ii. 

23a 284. ; iii. 2S8. i V. 277 ».; vl 

166 n. 1S6. ; vil 1. ; ix. 130. 144l 
Macbean, Alexander, i. 1512. 21& ; iiL 

238. ; viL 947. ; viiL 68. 
Macbeth, i. 203. ; iii. 93. ; iv. 119. 
' Maccaroni,* iv. 204. 
Maccaronic verses, viL 125L 
Macclesfield, George, Earl of, ii. 14 n. 
Macclesfield, Countess of, reputed 

mother of Savage, i. 195k 201 n. 
Maoconochie, Mr., afterwards Lord 

Meadowbank, vii. 35 n. 
Maccruslick, iv. 180 n. 197. 
Macdonald, Sir James, ii. 235.; iii. 

187 n. ; iv. 161. 164l 191. 285. ; ▼. 15. ; 

viiL57. 
Macdonald, Sir Alexander, ill 186. ; 

iv. 159, 160 n. 163. 173. j ▼. 48. ; vi. 

126. 
Macdonald, Lady Margaret, vii. 257. 
Macdonald, Flora, iv. 203 n., 204, 205, 

20&20en.28a329. 
Macdonald, Major-general, iv. 295. 
Macdonalds, the, v. 174 n. 
Macfarlane, Mr., antiquary, iv. 167. 
Mackenzie, Sir George, iv. 224. 
Mackenzie, Henry, ii. isFl. His ' Man 

of the World ;* ' Man of FeeUng,* 

iv. 309. 
Mackinnon, Mrs., iv. 294. 
Mackinnon's Cave, v.' 69, 70 n. 
Mackintosh, Sir James, v. 182 n. 

292 n. ; vi. 203 n. j viii. 318. 320. 

His character of Johnson, x. 168. 
Macklin, Charles, actor, ii. 158. ; vi. 

117. 
Maclaurin, Colin, mathematician, iL 
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his son, iv. 44. 
Maclaurin, John, afterwards Lord 

Dreghorn, ii. 259. ; iv. 43 ». ; v. 

310. 
Maclean, Alexander, Laird of Col, 

vL 27. 41. 
Maclean, Donald, heir of the Laird of 

Col, V. 68. 65, 66. 68 n. 
Maclean, Sir Allan, iv. 167 ». ; v. 41. 

57. 59, 60. 62 ». 69,70. 75. 80. 84n. 

329. ; vi. 229. 260. 
Maclean, Rev. Hector, v. 12. 
Maclean, Dr. Alexander, his deacrip. 

tion of Johnson, v. 41. 80. 
Maclean, Captain Lauchlan, v. lOL 
Maclean, Miss, v. 51. 60. 
Maclean of Torloisk, v. 942 «». 
Macleod, General John, Laird of 

Rasay, iv. 162. 193 n. 215 n. John. 

son's letter to, iv. 298. His * Me- 
moirs ' of his own life, iv. 320. 
Bffacleod, Lady, some account of, iv. 

217, 218 »». 220. 
Macleod, Miss, of Rasay, iv. 195. ; 

v.ll. 
Mcleod, Sir Roderick, iv. 218. 223. 
Macleod, Rev. Neil, v. 78, 79, 80. 
Macleod, Malcolm, iii. 551. ; iv. 174. 

197. 
Macleod, Alexander or 'Sandie, of 

Muiravenside, iv. 179, 180 «». 195. 

1S7. 210. 
Macleod, Dr., iv. 179. 
Macleod, Colonel, of Talisker, iv. 179. 
Macleod, Professor, his brother, iv. 95. 
Macleod, Mr., of Ulinish, iv. 194. 223. 

258. 
Macleod, Colin, iv. 193. 
MacIeod*s dining Ubles, iv. 258. 
Macleod's maidens, iv. 258. 
Maclure, Captain, v. 54. 
Macneil, of Barra, iv. 247. 
M*Nicol, Rev. Donald, i. 5 n. ; ▼. 

242 ». 
Macpherson, James, ii. 168. ; iv. 95. 

262.; V. 138. 224. 227. 229, 230. 

233.235.243.245. &eOssian. 
Macpherson, Mr., in Slate, v. 47. 
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Maephenon, Dr. John, his ' Scottish 
Antiquities/ iv. 816. His Latin 
ode from the Isle of Barra, iv. S97. 

Macpherson, Rev. Martin, and family, 
iv. S96. 299. 

Macquarrie, of Ulva, v. 5S. S61. 2f». 

Macqueen, Rev. Donald, v. 143, 144. 
162. 17a 175. 177. 277. 231. 233, 234, 
235. 240. 245. 256. 263. 272. J v.333. 

Macra, Mr. John, iv. 242. 

Macraes, dan of, iv. 151 »., 152 n. 
242 n. 

Macsweyn, Mr., v. 14, 15 n. 17. 33. 

Macswinney, Owen, vl 193 n. 

Madden, Dr. Samuel, ii. 8. 73, 73 «». ; 
▼. 258n. HU 'Boulter's Monu. 
ment,* iL 74 n. 

Madness, i. 65. ; ii. 170. ; vL 319, 320.; 
ix. 117. 

Madness and hypochondria, distinc- 
tion between, I 65. 

' Mahogany,* a liquor so called, viiL 
53. 

Maiden assise, viL 96 n. 

Maittidre, Michael, Johnson's cha- 
racter of, vii. S5L His account of 
the: < Stephani,* * SenUia,' and 
' * Dialects,' vii. 351, 352. 

Mallet, or MaUoch, David, ii. 15. 85. 
, 184. ; iiL 189. 716. ; iv. 192. ; vii. 
12. 280. 284. ; viiL 212. ; ix. 149. 195. 
His tragedy of « Elvira,* ii. 184. 
His < Life of Lord Bacon,' vii. 13. 
His poem on repairing the Univer. 
sity of Aberdeen, viii. 21L 

Malone, Edmond, ix. x. xv. ; i. 9 n. 
11 n. 42 n. 45. 67 n. 73 n. 88 n. 89 n. 
174n. 181. 187 ». 237 ». 240 n. 243n. 
247 n. 249 n. 253 n. 258 n. 268 n. 
: 272 n. 284 n. 285 n. 286n. 298 n. 
301 n. 306 n. ; ii. 9 n. 178 n. 290. 
Johnson's letters to, viii. 124. 

Man, V. 295. Not a machine, iv. 121. 
Said to be a cooking animal, iv. 
28 n. Picture of, by Shakspeare 
and Milton, viii. 44 n. Difference 
between a well and ill bred, viii. 
321. 

Man of fashion, viii. 160. 

* Man of Feeling,' iL 126. 



' Man of the World,* iv. 30a 
Mandeville's • Fable of the Bees,* vii. 

135,13a; ix. 144. His « Treatiae 

on the Hypochondriacal Disease,* 

ix. 144l 
Mandeville, Sir John, h'ls * TraveU 

in China * recommended, ix. 317. 
Manley, Mrs., viiL 189. 
Manners, vL 176. ; vii. 375. 
Manners of the great, viL 216. In. 

stances of the change of, iv. 55, 

56 n> 
Manning, Rev. Owen, ii. 321 ft. 
Manning, Mr., compositor, viiL 92$. 
Manningham, Dr., vi. 302. 
Mansfield, Lord, iiL 187 n. 222. 231. 

268. ; iv. 18. 97. ; v. 147. 25& 277. j 

vL 113 n. 213. 327 n. ; viL 32a; viii 

20.168. 
Mantuanus, Johannes Baptista, viiL 

nin. 

Marana, J. P., author of * The Turk- 
ish Spy,* viiL 189 n. 
Marchetti, an ItaUan physician, ix. 

317. 
Marchmont, Hugh, fourth Earl of, 

Ui. 190 n. i vii. 202. 204l 20& 267. 

306. ; ViiL 20. 
Markland, Jeremiah, philologist, viiL 

147 n. ; ix. 88. 
Marlay, Dr. Richard, viiL 46 «. 
Marlborough, John, Duke of, iv. 

192. ; V. 205. ; vL 81. 180.*; viL 260. 
Marlborough, Sarah, Duchess of, 

L 174. ; iv. 192. ; viii. 65. 
* Marmor Norfolciense,' L 156, 157. 
Marriage, iL lia 151. ; iii. 47, 48. 77. 

lOa 119, 120. 19a; iv. 230 n.; v. 

26a 3ia ; vL 88 n., 89. 93. 109. 117. 

14i ; ViL 15a ; viii. 293, 294. ; ix. 

38. 
Marriage service, iiL 119 ». 
Marriage, UL 120. BiU, royal, iiL 

179. 
Marriages, late, ix. 3. ; Second, iii. 77. 
Marrying for money, ix. 90. 
Marsigli, Dr., iL 140. ; vii. 272. 
Martial, Johnson's fondness for, i. 

71 n. Elphinston's translation of, 

ViL 9a Hay's translation o^ v. 113. 
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Martin's ' Account of the Hebrides,* 

ii. 236. } iv. 1. ; vii. 73. 
Martin's * Antiquitates Divi Andrei,* 

iv. 57, 58. 
Martinelii, Vinceniio, iii. 259. S62. 
Martyrdom, iii. 291, 292. 
Mary, Queen of .Scots, ii. 119.; iy. 32.; 

T. 176. 188. 190. 226 n. ; X. 27& 
Mason, Rev. William, iii. 195. ; vL 150. 

His * Elfirida,* v. 275. His * Carac 

tacus,' v. 276. His prosecution of 

Mr. Murray, the bookseller, vii. 

138 IS. His share in the 'Heroic 

Epistle,* viii. 91. 318 ». 
Masquerades, iiL 240. 
Mass, iii« 111. 
Massillon, v. 43. 
Massinger, his play of ' The Picture,* 

vii. 289. 
Masters, Mary, 289 n. j viii. 241 n. 
Matrimonial infidelities, vi. 143. 
Matrimonial thought, iii 120. 
Maty, Dr. Matthew, il 35m.; vi.238«s. 

His ' Biblioth^que Britannique,* IL 

35 ». 
Maupertius, iiL 45. 
Mawbey, Sir Joseph, iii. 65 n^ 
Maxwell, Rev. Dr. William, his anec- 
dotes of Johnson, iii 129, 129 n. 
Mayne, William, Baron Newhaven, 

vii. 291. 
Mayo, Rev. Dr., ui. 289. 291. 294, 

295, 296 n. 
Mead, Dr., vL 218. 311. 
Meadowbank, Lord, viL 35. 
Meals, stated, vii. 153. 
Medals, only valuable as a stamp of 

merit, v. 257 n. 
Medicated baths, of, iii. 104. 
Meditation on a puJding, v. 93. 
Mediterranean, vi. 154. 
Meek, Rev. Dr., it 18, la 21 n. ^ 
Melancholy, i. 65.; iii. 34l; iv. 227.; vi. 

70. 120 ». 213. 225. 319, 320.; vii. 301. 

311. 369.; ix. 209. Johnson's remedy 

against, ii. 232.; vi. 70. 120. 320.; vii. 

SS4. Johnson projects a history of 

bis, iii. 34. 
Melancthon, Boswell's letter to John- 

flon from the tomb of, vi. 251. 255. 
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Melcombe, George Bubb Dodington, 

Lord, i. 244 n. 253 n. 
Melmoth, William, vii. 317 n., 318. ; 

viii. 269 «. 
Melville, Viscount. See Dundas. 
Member of parliament, duty of, on an 

election committee, viii. 48 m. 
Memis, Dr., Physician of Aberdeen, 

V. 223, 224. 230. 320. ; vi. 221. 228. 
Memory, i. 34.; iv. 65.; vii. 9». 285.; 

viii. 107.; ix. 8. 185. 218. 
'Menagiana,' iii. 285.; vii. 175. n. 

200 ».; viii. 172 n. 
Merchants, ii. 294 n.; v. 63.; vii. 353. 
Mercheta mulierum, v. 55. 
Merit, intrinsic, ii. 227. Men of, not 

neglected, viii. 160. 
Metaphysical tailor, viii. 178. 
Metaphysics, i. 71. 

Metcalfe, Philip, vi. 2ia ; viii. 145. ' m 
Method, advantages of, vi. 220. 
Methodism, iii. 133. 
Methodists, ii. 246 n.; ul. 133.! 138. 

141.; V. 143.; viii. 332. 
Meynell, Hugh, his happy expression 

respecting London, i. 84, 85.; vii. 

251. 
Mickle, William JuUus, 220 ».; v. 90.; 

viii. 246, 247. 310. 
Microscopes, iii. 24. 
Micyllus, Jacobus, v. 195. 
Middle state, i. 286 «».; v. 100 n. 
Middle rank in France, want of, vL 

9n. 21. 
Middlesex election, vii. 46. 292. 
Middleton, Lady Diana, iv. 84 fs. 
Midgeley, Dr. Samuel, viii. 189 n. 
Migration of birds, iii. 289. 
Military character, respect paid to, 

iii. 8a; vi. 125. 
Miller, Andrew, bookseller, i. 211.; 

ii. 38n.,39.; vii. 264«». 
Miller, Lady, her vase at Batheaston, 

V. 277n. 
Miller, Professor John, v. 114 n. 
Milner, Rev. Joseph, his defence of 

the methodists, ii. 246 n. Lauder's 

forgery against, L 270l 
Milton, John, i. 267. 270.; iiL 283 n ; iv. 

9.; V. 305.J vL 21.j viL 222. 253. 287. 
4 
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see.', vm. 9.18. 45. aos.; u. sm. Apo. 

theotU of, not written by Johnion, 

i. 155. JohnsoQ*c prologue for the 

beneBtof hia grand<daughter, L S67. 

His ' Tractate on Education,' viL 

fiSS. Johnson*! Life of, viiL 9. IL 

Hia picture of man, viiL 46 n. 

Jcrfinion'i laying respecting, riiL 

906. 
Mimicry, ix. 151. 

Mind, TiL 190, 19L ; U. U 186. In. 
\ fluence of the weather on, ii. 89. 

Management of, vi. 70. Cardan's 

mode cf composing his, vL SSO ik 
Miracles, iL 890. ; viL 5. ; ix. 189. 
Miseries of human life, ▼. 29GI 
Misers, iv. 116. ; y. 48. ; vii. 174. 
Misery, balance of, viii. 903. ; z. 89L 
Misfortunes, viL S78. 
Missionaries, r. 143. 
Mistresses, ii. 151. 
Modesty, vii. S15. 
Moira, Earl of, iv. 196 «. 
Moltaer, Jacoiws, v. 195 ml 
Monarchy, ▼!. 167. 
Monasteries, iL 198. 91SL ; Iv. 58. 
Monboddo, James Burnet, Lord, and 

his writings, iii. 79. 172, 178 m. 
. 885 «». 903. ; iv. 39. 73 •. 7& 82 n. 

114. ; ▼. 66 ». 186. 334. ; ri. 889. 310. 

916, 317. ; vii. 36. 819l ; yIu. 105. 870. 
Money, iv. 57. ; vi. 984. ; vii. 97. 199 jil j 

ViiL 133. 197; ix. ga 
Money-getting, v. 861. ; viL 85& 
Monks, vi. 4. 
Monkton, Hon. Mary, Countess of 

Cork and Orrery, vii. aSO«. 984.j 

ViiL 87. 
Monnoye, M. de la, viL 175. 
Monro, Dr., vtii: 859. 
Montagu,Mn., uL 89. 91. 145.; iv. 867.; 

ViL 74. 889. 247. 915 n. S17. 91ft 984. 

336L ; ViiL 36. 46. 873. ; ix. 65. 854. 

256. Johnson's letters to, iL 11& 

115 Ml 

Montaigne, iii. 134 m. 
Montesquieu, iv. 880. ; viL 136'm. 
Monthly Review, iii. 85. ;' vL 150. 
Montrose, William Graham, second 
. Duke of, ViL 70 a. 



Montrose, James, tliird Dukt of, viL 

856. ; ViiL 8& 
Monuments, iii. 888. Inaccuracy of 

inscriptions on, viL 939. 
Moody, Mr., the actor, v. 882. 387. 
MoraUty, ix. 818. 
More, Sir Tliomas, v. 195 m.; vi. 

168 n. ; viL 91. 137. 382 m. ; vuL 73. 

77. 272. SG& 
More,' Hannah, viL 197 m. ; viiL 306. ; 

ix. 65. 123. 88a Her anecdotes of 

Johnson, ix. 318. 
More, Dr. Henry, the Flatomst, iiL 

198 m. 
Moreli, Dr. Thomas, v. 91. 
Moreri's Dictionary, v. 4SL 
Morgann, Maurice, his ' Eisay on the 

Character of FalstafT,' viiL 188 m. 
Morris, Corbyn, his 'Essay on Wit,* 

viiL83L 
Mosaic account of the cteatifm, iL 

134. 
Moss, Dr., ViiL 46. 
Motto on the diaUplate of J<duison*a 

watch, UL 48. 
Mounsey, Dr. Messenger, iii. 56, 

56 m. 
Mount Edgecumbe, iv. 104. 
Mountstuart, Lord (afterwards first 

Marquis of Bute), iiL 5. ; vL 58 «. 

114. 818 m.; vii. 897.; viiL 10& 

900 m. 817 m. 
Muck, Isle of, iv. 243. 
Mudge,' Rev. Zachariah, ii. 147. 

Johnson's character of, viii. 61. 

Character of his ' Sermons,' viiL 75. 
Mudge, Dr. John, iL 147. ; vUL 834. 
Mudge, Th(muis, watchmaker, iL 

147 m. 
Mulgrave, Constantine Fhlpps, Lord, 

iv. 25& ; vL 183, 184 m. 
Mull, Isle of, V. 39. 41. 45. 58. 78. 78L 
Muller, Mr., engineer, ii. 116 m. 
Mulso, Miss, afterwards Mrs. Cha. 

pone, L 835. 889. ; viL 315 m. ; viiL 

848. See Chapone. 
Murder, proscription of, in Scotland, 

iv. 14. 87. 
Murison, Professor, iv. 60, 
Murphy, Arthur, L £90. 89a } iL «. 
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8a 101 n. m, 122 a. S96n. ; Ui. 84. 
140 ». ; V. 293. 322. j vi. 147, 148, 
140, 150, 151. 160 J vil.55.; viii. 
250 HiB anecdotes of Johnson, x. 
6& 

Murray, Lord George, chief of the 
Pretender's staff, v. 323 n. 

Murray, William, Attorney- General, 
ii. 49 n. See Mansfield, Lord. 

Murray, Patrick, fifth Lord EUbank, 
iii. 161 fk 

Murray, Mr., Solicitor. General of 
Scotland, afterwards Lord Hender. 
land, yl. 124. 

Murray, John, bookseller (father of 
the proprietor and publisher of this 
work). Til isa Prosecution of, by 
Mason the poet, viL 138 n. His 
• Letter to W. Mason, A. M.' vii. 
138m. 

Murray, John, jun., bis account of 
the various portraits of Dr. John- 
son, X. 311. 

'Muses* Welcome to King James,' 
iv.Sa 

Musgrave, Sir Richard, x. 264 n. 

Musgrave, Dr. Samuel, vii. 169 n. 

Music, iii. 194. 307 n. ; viL 17. 72.; 
ix. 14a 169. 211. 2S7. 274 The only 
sensual pleasure without vice, vii, 
369. In heaven, i. 166.; iii. 194. 
Johnson's wish to. learn the scale 
of, six months before his death, 
iii. 307 n. His insensibility to the 
charms of, ii. 131 n. ; v. 47. ; vi. 29. 

Musk, vii. 229. 

Myddleton, Mr., of Gwaynynog, v. 
212, 212 ». } vi. 298 «. 

Mylne, Robert, architect, it 116. 

Mysteriousness in trifles, ix. 97. 

Mystery, vii. 53. 178. ; ix. 131. 

Mythology,-.vil 351. 364 n. 

N. 

Naime, William, afterwards Sir WU. 
liam, iv. 27. 48, 48 n. 52. 58. 67. 

Naime, Colonel, iv. 67, 68. 

Nash, Rev. Dr. Treadaway, his * His- 
tory of Woicestershire,' vii 109. ; 
Tiii3Q2i». 



Nash, Beau, vui. 290. 

National debt, iii. 142. ; ix. 27. 

National faith, vii. 369. 

Native place, love of, renewed in old 

age, viii. 131. 
Natural affection, iii. 106. 
Natural equality of mankind, ii. 316 n. 
Natural goodness, iv. 222. 226. 
Natural right, vi. 38. 
Nature, ix. 120. 
Necessity, doctrine <^, viii. 331. 
Needle- work, ix. 99. 
Negro, Johnson's argument in favour 

of one claiming his liberty, vii. 21. 35. 
Nelson, Robert, his * Festivals and 

Fasts,' vi. 90. 

* Network,' Johnson's definition of, 

it 47. 
Newdigate, Sir Roger, iii. 51 ». 
New haven, William Mayne, Lord, vii. 

291 n. 
Newspapers, ill 204. ; vM. 376. 
Newspaper abuse, ix. 66. 
New Testoment, v. 11& ; vii. 14& 
Newton, Sir Isaac, ii. 241. ; v. 13. ; 

viii. 118. 213. 
Newton, Dr. Thomas, Bishop of 

Bristol, Johnson's character of, vUtL 

286 n. 

* Nice' people, ix. 99. 

Nichols, Dr. Frank, v. 299 n. ; vi. 305. 

Nichols, John, viu. 4, 5 it. 34 n. 374. 
388. His * Anecdotes of Bowyer,' 
viii 146. His Anecdotes of John- 
son, X. 62. 

Nicknames, ix. 35. 

Nicol, George, bookseller, viii 247. 
Johnson's letter to, viii. 369. 

Nightcaps, iv. 300. ; v. 37. 

* Nil Admirari,' ix. lia 

* No, sir,* in what sense used by Johi>- 
son, viii. 318. 

Nobility, iv. 103. Usurpation of the, 

viii 245. 
Nollekens, Mr., his bust of Johnson, 

vii 32. 43 «». ; x. 104. 
Nollekens, Mrs., viii 42. 

* Nonjuror,' Gibber's play of the, Vi 
258. 

Nonjurors, v. 258 «. 287. 
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Nores, Jason de, hit comments on 
Horace, vi. 74 n. 

North, Dudley, viil 48 n. 56 n. 

North, Frederick, Lord, ill. 153. 171. ; 
▼. 16a 270. 316. ; viL 46. 

North Pole, Johnson's conjectures re- 
specting, Yi. 128. 

Norton, Sir Fletcher, iii. 92.; vi. 
110 n. 

Nourse, Mr., bookseller, vi. 130. 

Novelty, paper on, in the * Spectator,* 
vi. 151. 

Nowell, Rev. Dr., iiL 178.; viii. S98, 
S99. 

' Nugae Antiquae,* Harington*s, viii. 
170. 

Nugent, Robert, Lord, iii. 153 ». 

Number, ix. 27. 

Numbers, science of, vL 65. 

Numeration, ix. 27. 

Nuremberg Chronicle, v. 215. 

' Nv{ yu^ i;;^ir«i,' (' for the night 
cometh,') the motto on the dial- 
plate of Johnson's watch, iii. 48. 

o. 

Oath of abjuration, v. 259 n. Im- 
policy and inefBcacy of such tests, 
V. 260. 

Oaths, Ui. 259.; v. 141.260.; vi. 160. 

* Oats,' Johnson's definition of, ii. 48. ; 
v. 136n. ; vi. 96. ; vii. 114. 

Obedience, vii. 139. 
Obscenity, viii. 296. 

* Observer,' Cumberland's, viii 36. 
Occupations, hereditary, iv. 124. 
O'Connor, Charles, his ' Dissertations 

on the History of Ireland,' ii. 76n. ; 

vLS43. 
Ode, ' Ad ornatissimam Puellam,' i 

181. To Friendship, i. 182. * Ad 

Urbanum,' i. 125. Upon the Isle of 

Skie, Iv. 166. To Mrs. Thrale, iv. 

169. In Theatre, iii. 154. 
Odyssey, vii 924. ; viil 18. 213. 
CEdipus, ix. 236. 
Ofellus, in the * Art of Living in Lon. 

don,* who, i. 114. 
Offely, Mr., a pupil of Johnson, 1 104. 



Officers, military, t. 151. ; vl 1S4. ; ix. 
55. 

Ogden, Dr. Samuel, v. 6. ; viii. 103 n. 
On prayer, iv. 30. 66. His Sermons, 
iv. 19. 88. ; v. 61. 91. ; vii. 79l 

Ogilvie, Dr. John, il 202. His < Day 
of Judgment,' il 206 ra. 

Oglethorpe, General, I 140 «. ; ill 
215. 217. S18. 220, 221 ». ; v. 294w 
296»». ; vl 173. 179. ; vii 123, 134. ; 
viil. 90. 158, 159. 

* O" ^Xm, w ftXoe,* ' he that has 
friendt has no/rt^iw/,') a phrase fre- 
quently quoted by Johnson, I 9AQ. ; 
vii. 132 n. 261. 

O'Kane, Irish harper, v. 48. 

Old age, vii 10. 88, 88 ra. 193. 20a 369. ; 
viil 171. 275. ; ix. 91. 212. 

Old Bailey dinners, vii 192 n. 

Old English divines, ix. 137. 247 . 

Old flriendships, ix. 121. 

Oldfield, Dr., vl 180. 

Oldham's imitation of Juvenal, I 130. 

Old men, folly of putting themselves 
to nurse, vl 112. 

Oldmixon, John, ii. 49. , 

Oldys, Williani, 1 17& 202. 

Omai, vl 12a 

Opera girls, viil 160. 

Opinion, ix. 68. 

Opinion of the world, ix. 88. 135. 

Opium, viil 159. 

Orange peels, v. 269. 

Oratory, ill 248. ; viil 81. 197. 

Ord, Mrs., vii 315 n. 319. 332. 

Orde, Lord Chief Baron, iv. 19. 

Orford, Earl of, vii 10 n. ; viil 317. 
337 «. 

Organ, v. 276. 

Originofevil, V. 111. 

Original sin, viil 103. ; ix. 208. 

Orme, Mr., his character of Johnson's 
* Journey,' v. 162 n. 233 «. His 
eulogy on Johnson, vii 126. 

Ormond, James, second Duke of, iv. 
149. 

Orrery, John, fiflh Earl of, iv. 259. 

Orrery, John Boyle, Earl of, t 214. 
289. ; il 5L; vii 81. 163. ; viil S. 
163. 
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tMon** • Life of Doddridge/ iv. 303. 
Osborne, Francis, his works, iil 229 ». 
Osborne, Thomas, the bookseller, i. 

176. 181. ; vii. 204. j x. 96. 
OssUn, ii. 168. j iii. 141. j iv. 37. 178. 

262, 263, 264, 265. 327. ; v. 138, 139. 
r 227. 234, 235, 23a 243, 244. 247. 290.; 

viii. 125. 173. j ix. 94. 
Ostervald's * Sacred History,* iii. 28. 
Otaheite, vi. 170. 
« Othello,' vl 159. 
Otway, Thomas, vii. 368, 368 n. 
Oughton, Sir Adolphus, iv. 36, 37. 

190. 
Ouran-outang, iv. 39. 273. 
Overbury, Sir Thomas, iil 7&j vL 

247. 
Overall, Bishop, v. 100. 
Oxford University, advantages of, iil 

42. J ix. 9. ; x. 26. 
Oxford, Earl of, his library, I 17& 

P. 

Pagan mythology, vii 363. 

Painters, vii. 120. 

Painting, II 131 n. j vl 68. j ix. 39. 139. 

169. 211. 
Palaces, vl 8. 
Pidey, Dr., iv. 211, 212. 
Palmer, Rev. John, on Philosophical 

Necessity, vii 135. 
Palmer, Rev. Thomas Fysche, viii. 

104, 105 n. 
* Palmerino d'Inghilterra,* vl 115. 
Palmerston, Henry Temple, second 

Viscount, viii 225. 
Panegyric, vl 295. 
Panting, Dr. Matthew, i. 74. 
Paoli, General, iil 71. 81. 196. 259. 264, 

266. 304. ; vl 153. 294. ; vii. 177. 180. 

185. 235. ; viii. 79. ; x. 226. 229-237. 
Paradise, John, I 63 n. j vii 261. ; 

viii 250. 369. 
ParenUl authority, vii 249. ; ix. 7. 
Parentheses, viii. 180., 
Paris, vi. 1. ; vii 87. 
Parish clerk, viii. 105L 
Parker, Rev. Mr., a 68. Anecdotes 

by, ix. 24a 



Parker, Sackville^ bookseller, viii. 310. 
Parkhurst, Rev. Mr., letter fh>m Dr. 

Dodd to, vii 121. 
Parliament, iil 73. 131. ; iv. 52. ; v. 

300. ; vii. 26. 46. 89. 124. 292. j vui. 

48. 82. 215. ; ix. 118. 
Parliamentary debates, 1. 127. 167 — 

172. ; iv. 52. } x. 64. 
Parnell, Dr., v. 199. j vi. 294. j vii 46. 

268 n. ; viii. 16. 24. 
Parr, Dr. Samuel, ii. 124 n. ; vii 363;, 

363 n. His epitai^ on Johnson, viii. 

424. Anecdotes by, x. 22. 
Parson, the life of a, vii. 152. 
Party, necessity of sticking to, iv. 25. 
Passion week, viii. 64. 

* Pastern,* il 47. 148. 

Paten, Rev. Dr. Thomas, viii. 148, 149*1. 

Pater Noster, iv. 126. 

Paterson, Samuel, author of * Coriat, 

Junior,* iu. 209 n. ; vi. 21& ; viii 

265n. 
Paterson, Samuel, his son, viii 265 n. 

• Patriot,' v. 217. i vl 147. 
Patriotism, v. 292. 

Patriots, self-styled, viii. 63. ; ix. 147. 

Patronage, iv. 55. ; viii. 160. 

Patronage, lay, iii. 286. 319. 

Payne, William, his work on 
* Draughts,* il 71. 

Pearce, Dr. Zachary, Bishop of Ro- 
chester, il 46. } vl 7& 244, 244 n., 
245. 

Pearson, Rev. Mr., vl 109 n.; vii. 
941. ; viii. 226. 

Pearson, Mrs., of Lichfield, I ix. 

Pecuniary embarrassment, evil of, 
viii 140. 

Peel, Right Hon. Robert, vi. 88 ». 

Peers, House of, iv. 104. ; vii. 206. 
Judicial powers of, vii. 206. Influ- 
ence of, in the House of Commons, 
iv. 52. 

Peiresc, his death lamented in forty 
languages, v. 319. 

Pelham, Henry, ii. 15. 

Pellet, Dr., vii. 210. 

Pembroke, Lord, his description of 
Johnson's conversation, iv. 8. 

Penance, voluntary, ix. 35. 
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Penance in church, iy. 819. 
Penitence, gloomy, only madnett 

turned upside down, tL 145u 
Penmaen Mawr, ▼. fffj. 
Penmaen Rhdc, v. 206. 
Penn, Governor Richard, yfi. 338. 
Pennant, Thomas, iv. 168. ; v. 891. ; 

Yi. 262. J viL 109. 111. lia His 

Tour in Scotland, vii. 109. 111. His 

merit as a zoologist, vii. 113. His 

* London,* Til lia His character 

of Johnson, vii. 113. 
' Pension,* Johnson's definition of, ii. 

48. 142 
Pepys, William Waller, viL 314. 322. 

325. ; viii. 57 ». ; ix. 49. ; x. 114. 
Pepys, Samuel, v. 55. 
Perceval, Lady Catherine, v. 209 n. 
Percy, Lord, vii. 115. 118. 
Percy, Dr., Bishop of Dromore, i. 44^ 

46, 47. 75. 159. 821. ; it 275. 282. ; 

ill 55, 56. 153.; iv. 112. 281.; v. 

383 n. ; vi. 84 ». 899 n. ; vii. 106. 

114, 115. 830. 311. ; ix. 22. 193. 239. 

241. Anecdotes of Johnson by, x. 40. 
Perkins, Mr., v. 218. ; viiL 55. 5a 9& 

138.25a 
Peruvian bark, viii. 296. 
Peter the Great, iv. 27a 
Peterborough, Earl of, viii. 20 n. S3a 
Peters, Mr., vi. 112. 
Petitions, facility of getting them up, 

iiL92. 
Petty, Sir ymUam, viL 352. 
Peyton, Mr., I 81&; iiL 182, 183. 22a; 

V.327. 
Philips, musician, Johnson's epitaph 

on, i. 165. 
Philips*8 ' Cyder,' a poem, iv. 77. 
Philips, Miss, singer, afterwards Mrs. 

Crouch, viii. 220. 
Philosophers, ancient, their good hu- 
mour in disputation accounted for, 
. vi. 1«5. 

Philosophical necessity, vii. ISS. 
Philosophical * Transactions,* iit 26. 
Philosophy, vL 114. ; vii. 15a 
Pbipps, Rev. James, vii. 154 n. 
Phipps's * Voyage to the North Pole,' 

iv. 25611. 



Physic.' vL 140. ; vii. 264. ; ix. 44. 
Physicians, vL 99. ; viu. 259. 322. ; ix. 
44. 131. 

* Physioo-Theology,* Derham's, v. 5a 
Rassas, iv. lia 

< Picture,' Maasinger's play of the, vii. 

289. 
Piety, ix. 34. 
Pig, the learned, viii. 379. 

* Pilgrim's Progress,' iii. 282. ; ix. 102. 
'Pindar,' West's translation of, viL 

375. 

Pinkerton, John, viii. 332. 

Pioszi, Mrs., commencement and pro- 
gress of Johnson's acquaintance 
with, iL 292. 29a Anecdotes of 
Johnson by,* ix. 1. 127. Account of 
her rupture with Johnson, ix. 105. 
Her character of Johnson, ix. 107. 

Piozzi, Signor, x. 19. 100. 

Pitcairne, his Latin poetry, iv. 54. 

Pitt, William, first Earl of Chatham, 
L 144. ; iiL 23a 269. ; v. 7a ; viiL 
319. 

Pitt, Right Hon. William, his son, 
ViiL 256, 256 A. 26a 295. 

Pitts, Rev. John, v. 172 ». 

Pity, ii. 221. 

Place-hunters, viL 64. 

Plagiary, Sir Fretful, character of, 
intended for Mr. Cumberland, iiL 
246 n. 

* Plain Dealer,' L 179, 179 n. 200. 
Planting, vii. 27. In Scotland, en of, 

V. 159. ; vL 230. 
Players, i. 192, 193. 231. ; iL 177.; iiL 

9a 277. ;iv. 27. 39.132.; vL2a329.; 

ViL 99. ; viii. 239. 
Pleasure, v. 18a ; viL 7a ISa 26a ; 

ix. 41. 
Pleasures, necessary to intellectual 

health, ix. 42. No man a hypocrite 

in his, viiL 31 a^ 
' Pleasures of the Imagination,* 

Akenside's, iL 125. 
Plotfs * History of SUffordshire,* 

ViL 4. 
Pococke, Dr. Richard, viL 105. S!5. 
Poetry, Johnson's early, v. 2S7. R^- 

glous, ix. 145. 
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Foett, iv. 85. The presenren of Ian- 
guages, vi. 154. 

* Polite Philosopher/ vi. 138. 

PolitencM, iv. 81. ; vi. 302. 

Politian'8 Latin poems, i. 94, 94 s. 

Politics, modern, v. 297. 316. 

Polygamy, iv. 23a 

Poor, ix. 31. A decent provision for, 
the test of civilisation, iii. 145. 
Methods of employing, vii. 352. Of 
London, vii. 282. 

Pope, Alexander, i. 61. 140. l45. 159, 
160. 211. 281 n. ; iii. 85, 86. ; iv. 79. ; 
v. 86. 274. J ix. 18. 139. 193. 204. His 
< Homer,* vii. 91. His ' Essay on 
Man,' vii. 282, 283 n. His know- 
ledge of Greek, vii. 283. His grotto, 
vii. 357 n. Johnson's Life of, vii. 
205. ; viil 14. Character of his poe. 
try, vii. 18a ; viii. 15. His limited 
conversational powers, viii. 18. His 
' Universal Prayer,' vii. 207. Lewis's 
verses to, viii. 309 n. 

Pope, Dr. Walter, his * Old Man's 
Wish,' vii. 36& 

Popery, i. 281. ; iii. 109. Ill, 112. 

Population, iii. 106. 

Porridge Island, ix. 40. 

Porter, Mr., of Lichfield, i. 99n. j viiL 
239. 

Porter, Mrs., afterwards Johnson's 
wife, L 35. 38. 89. 100, 101 n. 106. 280, 
281. 

Porter, Miss Lucy, I 35. 95 n. 281.; 
it 97. J iii. 162.; vi. 94. 103. 105. 
109 n. ; vii. 299. 306. ; x. 9. 14 John- 
son's letters to, i. 232. ; il 96, 99. 

Porter, Mrs., the actress, viii. 238. 

Porteus, Dr. Beilby, Bishop of 'Ches. 
ter, afterwards Bishop of London, 
vii. 119. 299. 304. 376. 

Portland, Lady Margaret, Duchess 
Dowager of, viii. 322 n. 

Portrait, inscription on the frame of 
Johnson's, viii. 170 n. 

Portrait-painting, v. 306. 

Portraits, iv. 231. 

Portraits of Dr. Johnson, list of the 
various, x. 

Post-chaise travelling, vL 83. 119. 303L 



Pot£, Archdeacon, his Sermons, vi. 91. 
Potter, Rev. Robert, vii. 91. ; ix, 22. 
Poverty, ii. 22a j vUi. 133. 137. 14a ; 

ix. 90. 
Power, despotic, viL 124. 
Praise, iii. 40. ; vii 115. 263. 378. ; viiL 

57. ; ix. 114. 119. 139. 
Praise and flattery, v. 202. 
Prayer, form of, arguments for, v. 

lia ; viii. 206. 
Prayers, Johnson's classification of, 

X. 120. 
' Prayers and Meditations,* Johnson's, 

viii. 382. ; X. 34. 95. 130. 154. 
Preaching above the capacity of the 

congregation, viiL 175. 
Precocity, vi. 28. 
* Preceptor,' I 220. 
Predestination, iii. 109. 
Prejudice, viii. 156. John8on's,again8t 

Scotland, iv. 10.; v. 240 n.; viiL 

156 n. 
Prendergast, Colonel Sir Thomas, iii. 

221 n. 
Presbyterians, v. ISO. 132. 
Prescience of the Deity, viL 134, 

135 n. 
Prescription of murder In Scotland, 

iv. 14 87. 
Presentiment of death, iiL 221 n. 
Press, superfetation of, vii. 188. 
Pretender, the Young, account of the 

escape of, iv. 20& 329. 
Price, Archdeacon, v. 213. 
Price, Dr. Richard, viiL 232. 
Pride, ix. 79. 
Priestley, Dr. Joseph, iiL 138. ; vii. 

135.; ViiL 232 n. 
Primrose, Lady Dorothea, viiL 22 n. 
Prince of Wales, his situation, viii. 

172. Afterwards George IV., iii. 

28 fi. 
« Prince Tlti,' history of, vL 5. 
Pringle, Sir John, iiL 195. ; v. 124. 

131 «. 132. ; vL 55. 125. 185. ; viL 78. ' 
Printer's devil, viiL 7& 
Printing, iii. 20a ; v. 215. ; vL 155 n. 
Printing-house, Virgil's description- 

of the entrance into hell applied 

to, V. 4& 
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Prior, Matthew, uL m ; vii 10, IL 
Prior's * Life of Burke,' quoted, U. 

17S. ; X. 121. 
Pritchard, Mrs., actress, L SS8. ; ill. 

M. } iv. 132. J V. 29a ; viil. 238. 
; Private conversation, YiiL 21L 
Priae-fighting, it. 24& 
Procrastination, L 2S& 
Procurators of Edinburgh, argument 

against a prosecution by, viii. 109. 
Prologues, L 209. ; iiL 35. ; ▼. 2G2. 

VL245. 
Propensions, evil, ix. 209. 
Property, iiL 294. ; vL 37. 46. 
Prophecies, ix. 189. 
Propitiatory sacrifice, iv. 89. 
Prospects, ix. 39. 95. 
Prosperity, vii. 212. 
Prostitution, vi. 134. 
Prussia, King of, i. 220. } tU. 190. ; 

Tiii. 85. 
Pftalmanszar, George, viL 163. ; viil 

178.271.; ix. 62.132. 
Psalms, biblical version of, v. 204. 
Public amusements, iiL 202. 
Public institutions, administration of, 
' vi. 175. 
Public opinion, ix. 135. 
Public schools, vL 127. ; viL 316. ; ix. 

78. 
Public speaking, v. 281. 
Pudding, meditation on a, v. 93. 
puflfendorf, iiL 185. ; vi. 57. 
Pulpit, Uberty of, vL 182, 183. 217. 334. 
Pulsation, theory of, vL 152. 
Pulteney, William, Earl of Bath, ix. 

147. 
Punctuation, vL 150 fi. 
Punishment, eternity of, viL 20.; 

viil. 102. 302. 
PunishmenU, viL 105. ; ix. 208. 
Puns, iii. 249. 285 n. ; vUi. 319. ; ix. 136 
Purcell, V. 285. 
Purgatory, i. 286. ; iU. 111. 193. 

Q. 

Quakers, their female preachers, ii. 

251. ; vL 89. ; viU. 211. 
Quarrels, viL 2. 



Questioning, not the mode of con. 

versation among gentlemen, vL 

110, 110 n. 
Quin, ViL 99. 

* Quos Deus vult perdere,* ftc, 
whence taken, viiL 171. 

QuoUtion, viU. 8a 

R. 

Racine, v. 42. 

Radcliflfb, Dr., small success of hia 
travelling fellowships, viiL 295. 

Ralph, James, viiL 30. 

Ramsay, Allan, his * Gentle Shep- 
herd,* iii. 259. 

Ramsay, Allan, painter, viL 82. 84. 
186. 188. 193. ; viii. 371. 

* Rambler,' i. 233, 234. 242. 249. 266, 
266 n. ; X. 46. 83. 131. Italian trans, 
lation of, viL 295^ Translated into 
Russian, viiL S74. 

Ranby, John, viL 24. 

Ranelagb. iii. 201, 201 n. ; viL 19. 

Raleigh, Sir Walter, L 267. 

Rank, its importance in society, iL 

227. 233. 316. j iiL 211, 211 n. 306. ; 

V. 267. 
Rasay, Isle of, iv. 178. 185. 18& 
Rasay« John Macleod, Laird of, iv. 

178. 188. ; V. 163. 167. 325. ; vL 362. 
Rasay, Lady, iv. 185. 
Rasay, Miss Flora, iv. 195. 

* Rasselas,' ii. 101 n. 103, 104. 218. ; 

vii. 167. 219. ; viiL 97.; x. 2a 91. 140. 

Ratcliff, Dr., master of Pembroke, his 
neglect of Johnson at Oxford, ii. 18. 

Rattakin mountain, iv. 153. 

Rawlinson, Dr. Richard, the antiqua- 
rian, viiL 146 n. 

Ray, Miss, viL 257. 

Raynal, Abb^, ix. 37. 329. 

Reading, L 56. ; iL 213.; v. 305. ; vi. 
163. ; ViL 11. ; ix. 16. 169. 

Reay, Lord, v. 55. 

Red ink, properties of, viL 332. 

Reed, Isaac, i. 229. ; iii. 285. ; viii. 6. 

Registration of deeds, viii. 47. 

* Rehearsal,' iiL 20a ; viiL 322. ; ix.18. 
Rein.deer, iiL 20a 
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Relation* and relationship, iii. S12. ; 

iv. 108. 
Religious discipline, vili. 101. 
Religious discourse, viii. SIO. 
Religious impressions, viii. 101. 
Religious orders, vL 63. 
Remembrance and recollection, dis. 

tinction between, viii. 107. 
Renegado, ii. 50. 
Rents, iii. 107. j iv. 215. ; v. 21. 
RepenUnce, vii. 139. ; viii. 206. 
Republican, ix. 212. 
* Respublicse,' volumes entitled, vi. Hi- 
Resurrection, ii. 126. ; viii. 69. 207. 
Retired tradesmen, v. 278. 
Retirement from the world, iv. 58.; 

ix. 89. 136. 
Reviews and reviewers, viii. 208. 
Reviews, monthly and critical, vL 150. 

409. 
Reviewers, viii. 28. 
Revolution of 1688, iii 264.; viii. 159. 
Reynolds, Sir Joshua, i. 159. 291. 236. ; 
ii. 131. 138. 271. 273. 275. ; iU. 118. 
279. ; iv. 112. 135. ; v. 225». 239. 308. 
311. ; vi. 61 ». 120. 160. 208. 210. ; 
. vii. 148. 159, 160. 181. 354. ; viii. 318. ; 
ix. 39. 259. His prices for portraits, 
it 82n. His visit to Devonshire 
with Johnson, ii. 146. Johnson's 
letters to, ii. 283. ; iii. 163. 168. ; vi. 
204. 206. 216. ; viii. 115. 214. 221. 249. 
371. Two dialogues by, in imita- 
tion of Johnson's style of convers. 
ation, viL 161 ». ; ix. 261. 
Reynolds, Miss. i. 283 n. ; ii. 82. 283 n. ; 
V. 308. ; vi. 20 n. Her character by 
I Johnson, i* 283 n. Johnson's letters 
to, vL 152, 164. 206. ; vii. 240. 297. 
832. ; viii. 115. 134. Her * Essay on 
: Taste,' viii. 115. Her * Recollec- 
tions ' of Johnson, ix. 202. 
Rhetorical gesture, ii. 90. 
Rheumatism, recipe for, v. 307. 
Rhubarb, viii. 258. 
Rhudland Castle, v. 20a 
Rhyme, its excellence over blank 

verse, ii. 212. 
Richardson, Sfimuel, 1. 162. 243 n.; ii. 



139fi.; iii. 140. 208.; vi.329.; viL 
315. ; ix. 66. 192. 202. A contributor 
to the * Rambler,' 1 235. Johnson's 
character of, i 235. 273 ». ; iiL 208. ; 
V. 147. Johnson's letters to, i. 273. 
306. ; ii. 42. 56, 57. Compared with 
Fielding, iii. 38. 206. His limited , 
conversational powers, viL 375. 
Richardson, Martha, his second 

daughter, ii. 139 n. 
Richardson, Jonathan, son of the , 

painter, i. 141. 
Richardson, Mr., attorney, L 254. 
Riches, ii. 225. ; iii. 199. ; iv. 116. 
Riddoch, Rev. Mr., iv. 87, 88. 91. 96. 
Ridicule, vii. 251. 364. ; ix. 253. 
Riots of 1780, vii. 326. 3Sa 338. 
Ritter, Joseph, iii. 109. ; iv. 47 ». ; vi. 

31 n. 
Rivers, Earl, i. 196. 
Rizzio, David, iv. 35. 
Rol)ertson, Dr. James, iv. 34. 
Robertson, Dr. William, the historian, 
ii. 62. ; iii. 15. 4a 232. 280. ; iv. S. 
22. 30. 33. 35. 125. ; v. 117. 145. 15a ; 
vii. 186. 190. 192. 286. ; viii. 53. ; ix. 
20. His style formed upon that of 
Johnson, vL 316. His ' History of 
Scotiand,' vii. 190. ; viii. 53. 
Robin- Hood Society, religious, viit 69. 
Robinson Crusoe, vii. 103. ; ix. 102. 
Robinson, Dr. Richard, Prunate of 

Ireland, iii. 147. 
Robinson, Sir Thomas, ii. 219.; iiL 

146. 
Rochefoucault, Due de, ix. 32. ; x. 113. 
Rochester, John Wilmot, second Earl 

of, his poems, iv. 206. ; viL 10. 
Rockville, Alexander Gordon, Lord, 

iL259n.; v. 146. 
Rod, punishment of the, L 42. ; iv. 100. 
Rodney, Admiral Lord, vL 16. 
Roffette, Abb£, vi. 21 n. 
Rogers, Captain Francis, iL 147. 
Rollin, ix. 7. 
Rolt, Richard, his < Dictionary of 

Commerce,* iL 125. 
Roman Catholic Church, L 281 n. ; iiL 
109. Ill, 112. 177. 
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Romance, is. 71. 

Romances, i. 4& ; tu. S6S. 

Romans, ii. 66. 

Rome, the fountain of elqiance, tU. 

188. 
Romney, Mr., painter, vi. 164. 
Row, Dr., of Chiswick, yiiL 156. 
Rose, Rev. Charles, it 887. 
Rose, Mrs., her anecdotes of Johnson, 

ix. 252. 
Roscommon, Johnson's Life of, i. 220. 
Roslin Castle, v. 155. 
Ross, Rev. Dr. John, Bishop of Exeter, 

viii. 27a 
Rothes, Lady, Bennet Langton's wife, 

ill. 153n. 165. ; vi. 232. 
Round-robin on the subject of Gold- 
smith's epiUph, vi. 208. 210. 
Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, ii. 224, 225. 

314, 315. ; iii. 74. ; viii. 289. 
Round numbers false, ix. 138. 
Rowe, Mrs., iL 66. 
Rowley, Thomas, vi. 171. 
Royal Academy, iii. 65. 
Royal Family, iv. 303. ; vi. 295. 
Rudd, Margaret Cardline, vL 80n. 

200. ; vii. 185. 
Ruddiman, Thomas, i. 246 n. ; iii. 2. 

254. ; iv. 74. ; vii. 240. 
Rudeness of manner, Johnson's occa. 
sional, v. 112. ; vi. 168. 185. ; vii. 
258. 361. 375. ; vlu. 18. 71. 
Ruffliead's * Life of Pope,' ilL 198. 
Ruins, artificial ones, v. 214 n. 
Russia, Catherine, Empress of, vii. 

236. ; viu. 274. 
Russell, Lord, iii. 248. ; vii. 114. 
Rutty, Dr. John, his 'Spiritual 
Diary,' vi. 313. 

S. 

Sabbath, IL 5a j liL 72 n. 
Sacheverel, Dr., i. 3£>, 34. ; v. 75. 
Sacrament, iv. 122. ; vii. 254k ; viiL 

101. 291 n. ; ix. 180. j x. lia 
Sagacity and intuition, viiL 337. 
Sailor, life of a, ii. 112. i iv. 145. 273. i 

vi.6&; vii. 102. 



Sailor, English, v. 153. ; vii lOSL 

St Andrew's, iv. 48. 

St Asaph, Bishop ot See Shipley, v. 

201. } viii. 24L 
St Columba, v. 74. 7& 
St. Kilda, iii 41, 4S. 174. ; iv. 311. 
St Rule's chapel, iv. 57 n. 
St Vitus's dance, i. 160. ; iv. 9. 
Saints, worship of, iii 111. 
Salamanca, University of, ii. 842. 
Salisbury, Bishop of. See Douglas, x. 

270. 
Salisbury, Mrs., mottier of Mrs. 

Thrale, v. 329. 
Sallust, viii 184. 
Salter, Rev. Dr., i. 219 n. 
Sanderson, Bishop, iii 110 n. 
Sanderson, Professor, ill 227 n. 
Sandwich, John, sixth Earl of, vii 257. 
Santerre, Parisian brewer, vl 14u 
Saratoga, surrender.at, vii 219i 
Sardinia, iii. 83 n. 

Sarpi, Father Paul, his ' History of 
the Council of Trent,' I 117. 147. 
15a 
Sastres, Mr., vl 139. Johnson's let. 

ters to, X. 277. 
Satire, general, ix. 44. 
Savage, Richard, Life of, I 138, 
139 n. 179. 186 n., 187, 188. 190, 191, 
194—201. His tragedy of * Sir Tho- 
mas Overbury,' vi. 247. His * Wan. 
derer,' quoted, viii 288. 
Savage girl of Amiens, iv. 113. 
Savage life, iii 269. 
Savages, Ul 7a 197. 269. 290. ; iv. 
80. 82n.; vl 170. 174; vUl 804. 
31S. 
Scalpa, island of, iv. 175. 
Scarsdale, Lord, v. ig& ; vi. 300. 302. 
Scepticism, iv. 40. 314. Eleven causes 

of, X. 121. 
Schomberg, Dr. Ralph, vl 99. 
Schoolmasters, I 41. lOaj iii 171. 

185. 204 222.; ix. 8. 131. 
Schools, public, vl 127 n. ; ix. 78. 
Science, books of, iv. 146 n. 
Scorpions, iii. 45. 
Score, a song in, v. 265 n. 
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Scotch, Johnson's feelings towards, i. 
208. ; iii. 43. 78. 136. 188. 2dL 28& ; 
iv. 32. 87. 272. ; v. 80. 236. 240. 248. 
310. J vi. 58 n. ; vii. 79. 262. 359. ; 
viii. 79. lia 156 n. 176, 177. 

Scotch, accent, overcome by; perseve- 
rance, iii. 189. Clergy, iv. 276. Im. 
pudence, v. 241. Origin of John' 
son's antipathy to, viii. 156 n. Ex- 
treme nationality of, iii. 286. High, 
lander, v. 153. Learning of the, v. 
310. Cause of their success in Lon. 
don, viii. 177. Lairds, ii. 185. Jea- 
lousy of the, v. 240. Nationality of 
the, V. 240, 241. 263. ; viii. 177. 

Scotland, ^iscopal church of, vii. 
239. 

Scotland, peers of, their interference 
in the elections of the commons, 
viii. 244, 245. 

Scots, Mary, Queen of, 11. 119. ; iv.'32. 

Scott, Sir Walter, iv. 168. 185. 240, 
241. 257. 26S. j v. 7. 9. 15. 37. Cha- 
racter of Johnson by, x. 166. 

Scott, George Lewis, L 224 ; vi. 250. 

Scott, John, of Amwell, v. 280. 296. 

Scott, Sir William. See Lord StoweR 

'Scoundrel,* Johnson's ^use and ap- 
plication of the epithet, vi. 87 u. 
115 n. ; ix. 137. 

Scoundrelism, iv. 109. 

Scripture phrases, iii. 250. 

Scriptures, proposal to translate them 
into Erse, iii. 10. 12. 

Scruples, viii. 396.,; ix. 44. 82. 

Sea-Ufe, vL 66. 

Seasons, influence of, iii. 307. 

Seeker, Archbishop, vii. 376. 

Second sight, ii. 313. ; iii. 175. ; iv. 
171. 177. 245 n. 329. 

Secrecy, ix. 131.^; x. 112. 

Sedley, Catherine, Countess of Dor. 
Chester, iv. 42 m. 

Seduction, vii. 211. ; ix. 42. 

Seed, Rev. Jeremiah, his ' Sermons,' 
vii. 79. 

Self-importance, vi. 314. 

Self-praise, vii. 176. 

Selden's < Table Talk,* 1. 113 is. ; v. 4fi.; 
viii. 176 n. 



Sellette, vL 6 n. 

'Semel insanivimus] omnes,* &c. 

whence taken, viii. 171 n. 
Seneca, v.'24. 
Selwyn, George, viL 263L 
' Senectus,* use of the word, viL 203 n. 
Sensual intercourse, vii. 76. 201. 
' Sentimental Journey,* Sterne's, viL 

379. 
' Serious Call,' Law's, i. 69. ; iiL 137. ; 

ix.153. 
Sermons, the best English, for style, 

vii. 79. Collections of, viii. 83. 

Advice on the composition of, viL 

34a 
Settle, Elkana, vL 196 m. 
S^ves china, vL 304. 
Sevign^, Madame de, iiL 26». ; vL 

175. ; vii. 301 n. 
Seward, Rev. Mr., of Lichfield, vi. 

102.291. 
Seward, William, Ui. 76 n.; vi. 256. 

26a; vii. 312.; viiL 314. Anec 

dotes by, ix. 255. ; x. 110. 
Seward, Miss Anna, L 36 n. 95. 98, 99. 

280«. ; v. 194. 269 n. ; vL 102. j viL 

72. 12a 1S& 141, 142 n. 144 fi. ; viiL 

333. Anecdotes by, x. 9. 
Shakspeare, L 204. ; iL\74. 84. 138. 275. 

29& 300. 802. ; iiL 87. 97. ; iv. 129. ; 

:viL 90. 256. 365. 372 n. ; vilL 45, 4d 

n. ; ix. 19. 86. 256. ; x. & 31. 91. 139. 
* Shall * and * will,' use of the words, 

L 9a ; ViL 258. 
Sharp, Archbishop of St Andrew's, 

his monument, iv. 62 n. 65 n. 
Sharp, Samuel, his * Letters on Italy,' 

vLl77n. 
Sharp, Dr. John, iL 283. 
Sharpe, Rev. Dr. Gregory, i. 145 m. 
Shaving, varieties in, vi. 304. 
Shaw, Cuthbert, iiL la 
Shaw, William, his * Analysts of the 

Scotch Celtic Language,' vL 234. 

237. His pamphlet on Ossian, viiL 

247, 248. 
Shebbeare, Dr., iiL 59 m. ; vlL 165. ; 

ViiL 90. 208. 
Sheep's head, v. 83 n. 
Shelbume, William Petty, second 
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Earl, afterward! first Marquis of 

Lansdowne, viL 101.; Tiii. 163 n. 

18S. 282. 
Sbenstone, ¥rilliam, iv. 299. ; v. 86. 

215. i vL 82 n. ; viii. 129. 219. ; ix. 

135. 141. 
Sheridan, Richard Brinsley, 1, 192 n. ; 

il 124w 156. ; V. 316.; vi. SIO. 246. ; 

vii. 59. 
Sheridan, Mrs., formerly Miss Linley, 

X. 260. 
Sheridan, Thomas, ii. 142, 143. 156 n. 

158. 160, 161. 167. 239, 240. 280 n.; 

iiL 88, 89 n. 136. 143. 189. 191. 301. ; 

V. 105. 257. 293. ; vi. 116. ; vii. 174. 

248. ; viii. 155, 156 n. 197. 216. 
Sheridan, Mrs., her *;Sydney Bid- 

dulph/ some account of, iL 124, 

124 n. 161. 
Sheridan, Charles, his < Revolution in 

Sweden,' vii. 126. 

* She Stoops to Conquer,* iii. 244. 253. 

264.276. 
Shids, Mr. Robert, L 21& ; vL 149fi. 
156. 250. 331. 

* Ship of Fools,* Barclay's, iL 25. 
Shipley, Dr. Jonathan, Bishop of St. 

Asaph, V. 200. ; vL 203. ; viii. 49. 

241. 
Shippen, WUUam, ix. 146. 
Shoe-buckles, iv. 9. 
Shop-l(eepers of London,, iv. 80. 82. 
Short-hand, iiL 265.; viL 106 n.; 

viiL 154. 
Sibbald, S&x Robert, viL 55. 
Sick, duty of telling truth to the, viiL 

306 n. 
Siddons, Mrs., viiL 236. ; ix. 125. 
Silk, disadvantages of wearing, iv. 

229. 
Simpson, Joseph, vL 147 n. John- 

son'slletter to. iL 110. 
Simpson, Tho6.,"engineer, iL116n. 
Sin, original, iv. 89. ; viii. 103. 
Sinclair, Sir John, viii. 119 n. 
Sins, iii. 205. 

* Sixteen-string Jack,' vL 157 n. 
Skaiting, ix. 49. 

Skie, Isle of, iv. 71. 161. Johnson's 
ode on, Iv. 166 n. 



Slains Castle, iv. 96. 100. 102. 104. 107. 
Slave-trade, viL 21. 375. 
Sleep, vL 310, 311. ; vti. 353. 
Smalbroke, Dr., his,' ''Sermons,* L 

146II. 
Smahridge, Dr., his * Sermons,* vii. 79. ; 

ix. 138. 
Smart, Christopher, u. 60. 170, 171.; 

ViL 378. ; ix. 168. 
Smart, Mrs., viiL 363. 
Smith, Rev. Edward, his verses on 
Pococke, the oriental linguist, viL 
105. 
Smith, Dr. Adam, i. 72. ; iL 212. ; iv. 
9. 21. ; V. 114 ; vL 128 n. ; viL 187. 
His • Wealth -of Nations,* vL 56, 
His interview with Johnson, v. 
11411.; ViL 187 fi. Difibrence be^ 
tween Johnson and, viL 372. Gar. 
rick's opinion of, viL 372. 
Smithson, Sir Hugh, first Duke of 

Northumberland, iiL 147. 
Smoking, iv. 56 n, 

Smollett, Dr. Tobias, i>. 113. ; v. 112. 
SmoUett's Commissary, v. 110. 
Society, iL 224. 227. 23a 312ji.; viL 

136, 137. ; ix. 13a 242. 
Socrates, viL 102. ; viiL 54. 
' Solamen miseris socios,* &c, author 
of, undiscovered, viiL 172 n. 
Solander, Dr., iii. 168. 172. ; v. 64. 
Soldiers, vL 125. ; viL 101. 
Solitude, iiL 33. ; ix. 42L 115. ; x. 87. 

93.266. 
Somerville, James, ;thirteenth Lord, 

viii. 19. 
Sorrow, iv. 61. ; ix. 119. ; x. 255, 256. 
Souls, middle state of, after death, L 

286. 
Sounds, iiL 227. 
South, Dr., his « Sermons,* uL 110. ; 

vii. 79. 
Southwell, Robert, his stanzas * upon 

the Image of Death,' v. 205. 
Southwdl, Thomas, second Lord, vii. 

345. ; vuL 163. 
Southwell, Lady Margaret, vii. 345. 
Spain, no country less known than, 

ii. 133. 186. 212. 
Spanish plays, vii. 363. 
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leaking, public, v. S81. 
Speaking of one'a self, vii. 176. 

* Speculum, Humans Salvationis,* yi. 

14. 

* Spectator,* iiL Si9. ; ▼. 318. ; vi. 151. ; 

vii. 87. 37a 379. ; viiL 50. 67. 
Spells, iv. 177. 
Spelman, Sir Henry, on Confiscated 

Church Property, viii. 1^. 
Spence, Rev. Joseph, v. 51, 51 n. :Hi8 

* Anecdotes,* vii. 312. 356. ; viU. 

3£L 
lancer, John Greorge, second Earl, 

vii. 122. 321, 321 n. 
^Mndthrifts, ix. 54. 
Spirits, appearance of departed, it 106. 

180. 313.; iii. 175. 194. 213. 220, 

220n.; vii. 59. 103. 141. 210. 215. 
: 270.; viii. 69. 71. J ix. 5.69. 
^rits, evil, iv. 38. 

* Spiritual Quixote,' key to the cha- 

racters in, X. 244. 
< Spleen,' the, vi. 156. 
Spottiswoode, John, vii. 180. 
Stage, the, iv. 131. 
Stanhope, Mr. (Lord Chesterfidd's 

son), viii. 52. 335. 
Stanyan, Abraham, great accuracy of 

his ' Account of Switzerland,* viL 

220. 
Statuary, vi. 68. 
Staunton, Dr., afterwards Sir George, 

Johnson's letter to, ii. 134, 134 n. 
Steele, Sir Richard, vi 79. ; vui. 22. 
Steele, Mr. Joshua, his * Prosodia Ra- 

tionalis,' v. 265. 
Steevens, George, Esq., iii. 116, 116 n. 
I 124, 125. 239. ;Iv. 180.. 323. ; vi. 227. i 

vii. la 122.; viii. 272. 406. Anec 

dotes by, ix. 192. 
Sterne, Lawrence, iii. 209. 262. ; vii. 

379.; ViiL 86. Hia * Tristram 

Shandy,' vl 79. His * Sermons,' ix. 

246. 
Stews, licensed, vi. 134. 
Stewfljrt, Dugald, on the * Lives of 

the Poets,* x. 163. 
Stewart, Francis, i. 216. ; vii. 307. 312. ; 

viii. 25a 
StUli ngfleet, Benjamin, viiL 85. 



Stirling, corporation of, Johnson*s ar. 

gument in favour of, v. 320. 
Stockdale, Rev. Fercival, iiL 122, 

122 n. ; viiL 32L Anecdotes by, x. 

51. 
Stonehenge, x. 270. 
Stories, and story-telling, vL 61, 62. ; 

ix. 62. 138. ; X. 142. 
Stowell, Lord, iL 22 n. Ill n. 250. ; iiL 

112. 15& 15&; iv. a 11. 15. 37.; v. 

172. 21511.; ViL 97. 103. 158. 320. ; 

viiL 67. 
Strahan, Rev. Mr., L 278. ; ii. 28a ; 

iiL 23. 154, 155. ; iv. 92.; viiL 268. 
Strahan, William, iiL 155. ; viL 228. ; 

ViiL 7a 
Strahan, Mrs., Johnson's letters to, 

viiL 7a 
Stratagem, vii. 114. 
Streatfield, Mrs., x. 106. 
Strichen, Lord, iv. 110, 110 Ow 
Strickland, Mrs., vL 15. 25L 
Stuart family, iL 119. 215; iiL 25a ; 

VL295. 
Stuart, Hon. and Rev. William, Arch- 
bishop of Armagh, viiL 188. 
Stuart, Hon. Colond James, vii. 280. 

305.1 
Stuart, Andrew, iiL 272. ; vi. lia 
Stuart, Rev. James, translator of the 

Scriptures into Erse, iiL la 
Study, iL 187. il3:ji^ 249. 253. ; vu. 

126. 29a 357. 36a ; ix. 2ia; x. 59. 
Style, u. 255,25511. 26a ; iii. 2S7. 307.; 

ViL 91. 120. 317. ; viiL 7. 29. ; x. 309. 
Subordination, iL 227. 23a 3ia ^ 
Subscription to the Thirty-nine Ar- 

tides, iiL 110. 177, 177 n.; iv. 61.; viL 

97.257. 
Succession, vi. 3a 41. 
Suicide, iii. 27a ; iv. 50. ; viii. 135. 219. 
Sunday, iiL 72. 252.; iv. 6a ; v. 324. ; 

ix.22L 
Superiors, deference to, iv. 106. 106 n. 
Superstitions, iiL 175. ; v. SI. 
Suppers, viL 154k 
Suspicion, vL 27a ; ix. 14a 
Swallows, iii. 4a 

; Swearing in conversation, iiL 197. 
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ix.31& 

Swinfen, Dr., i. 6a 317. 

Sympathy, vi. 101 ; ix. S09. 

Sympathy with others in distress, iii. 
95. 

Sydenham, Dr., his description of St. 
Vitus's dance, i. 160. Johnson's 
Life of, i. 33. 175. 

Sydney, Sir Philip, hia * Arcadia,* vl. 
266 n. 

Sydney, Algernon, iii. 248. 

' Sydney Biddulph,' ii. 161. 

* Systdme de la Nature, iv. 4(X 

T. 

* T^bleTalk,' Selden's, v. 42. 
Taciturnity, ix. 122. 
Tacitus, style of, iii 225. 

« Tale of a Tub,' ii. 239, 239 ». i iv. 36Lj 

V.256. 
Talisker, iv. 276. 283.; viiL 177. 
Talkers, exuberant public, ridiculed, 

iii. 288. 
Talking above the capacity of one's 

company, viii. 175 
Tallow-chandler, Johnson's story of 

one, V. 278. 
Tasker, Rev. William, vii. 245. 
Tasso, vii. 185. 
Taste, iii. 227. ; refinement of, viiL 

342. 
Taverns, vi. 82, 82n. 

* Taxation no Tyranny,' v. 248. 27&; 

vii. 46. 12& 
Taylor, Jeremy, il 259 n.; viii. 290. 

297. ; ix. 141. 
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213. 227. 283, 284.; iii. 198 n.; vL 

111. 272. J vii. 275. 289. 294. 82& ; 
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141. 170. ; X. 3L 
Teapot, Johnson's, ii. 68. ; x. 105. 
* Telemachus,' v. 43. 329. ; vi. 282. 
.Temple, Sir William, i. 258. ; vii. 91 «. 

184. 
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vias, ii. 221. 314. ; v. 254. ; viii. 139. 
Temptation, vii. 67. 
Tenants, v. 21. 34. 
Terence, vii. 365. 
Testimony, viii. 281. 
Thatching, iv. 29a 
Theobald, Lewis, ii. 84. 
Theocritus, vii. 350. 
Thicknesse, Philip, his * Travels,* vii. 

65. 
Things, attention to small, viii. 181. 
Thirty-nine Articles, the, iiL 110. 177, 

177 H. ; iv. 61. 
Thirlby, Dr. Styan, viii. 147 n. 
Thomas, Mr. Nathaniel, vL 219. 
Thompson, William, v. 171 n. 
Thomson, the poet, ii. 239.; lit 55. ; vL 

156. 239. 240. 268.; vii 22a; viii. 20 «. 
Thomson, Rev. James, his cas^ vi. 

182.334. 
Thornton, Bonnel,L 24a 25511. *Ode 

on St. Cecilia's Day,' ii. 197. 
Thornton, Henry, vii. 348. 
Thrale, Mrs. See Piozzi. 
Thrale, Henry, it 292. 295 ; iii 65. j 

iv. 136.; V. 217.; vL 104. 120. 135w 

204. 238. 264. ; vii. 272. 338. 344c 34& ; 

vUL 45. 55. 59. 78. His death, viiL 

60. 128. Johnson's epitaph on, x. 

175.: 
Threshing, iv. 29a 

Thuanus, Johnson's prc^KMed trans- 
lation of, viii. 410. 
Thucydides, vii. 185. 
Thurlow, Lord, vi. 184. ; vii. 847. j viii. 

169. 330. 339. 352, 353. 
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vii. 78. 
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TiU, History of Prince, vL &. 
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Toleration, iiL S91. S96. ; yu. 252. 359. 

Tom Jones, ix. 322. 

To-morrow, ix. 114. 

Tooke, John Home, yii. 161 His 
'Letter to Mr. Dunning,' yiL 217. 
His * Diversions of Purley,'2ibid. 

Tories,Uv. 304.; vil 179.; viiL 18& ; 
ix. 11. 

Tory, Johnson's definition of, ii. 48. 

Tory and Whig, Johnson's description 
of, TiiL 95. 29a ; X. 24 

Torture in Holland, u. 257. 

Towers, Dr. Joseph, his * Letter to 
Johnson on his Political Publica- 
tions,' V. 253. His * Essay on John- 
son,* viii. 9i 

Town life, vi. 321. j vii 86. 

Townley, Charles, vi. 251. 

Townshend, Right Hon. Charles, iil 
262.; vi. 117n. 

Trade, iii. 101. 210. ; v. 63. ; vi. 5& 

Tradesmen, opulence of, v. 63. 

Tradeswomen, viL 217. 

Tradition, iv. 69. 

Tragedy, vi. 158. 

Tragic acting, iv. 27. 

Translation, vi. 154. 

Transubstantiation, iv. 69. 88. 

* Transpire,* definition of, viL 203 ii. 
Trapaud, Mr., iv. 141. 

* Traveller,' Goldsmith's, ii. 192. 200. 
275. 308. ; iii. 280. ; v. 85. ; vii. 85. 

T^velling, the use of, ix. 115. In 
quest of health, rules for, viii. 138. 

Treason, constructive, viii. 63. 

Trees in Scotland, iv. 67 n. 74 

Trial by duel, iii. 14. 

Trifles, duty of attending to, ii. 72. 
21& ; vii. 219. 

Trimlestown, Lord, vii. 55. 

Trinity, iii. 297, 29a ; iv. 88. 

* Tristram Shandy,' ix. 244. 
Troughton, Lieutenant, v. 208 n. 
Trusler, Rev. Dr. John, his * Princi- 
ples of Politeness,* vi. 175. 

Truth, il 220. 229. ; vi. 61, 62. ; vii. 

57. 137. 285..354. ; via 30& 365. 396. ; 

x.23.35. 
Tunbridge Wells, Johnson at, i. 218. 
Tull's Husbandry, v. 59. 



Turks, vi 45. 

Turnpike roads, ix. 311. 

Turton, Dr., Physician, L 97. 

• Turkish Spy,' v. 81. The authors of, 

ViiL 189. 
Twahnley, inventor of the ironing 

box, viii. 183. 
Twining, Rev. Thomas, his Aristotle** 

* Poetics,' vi. 158 n. 
Twiss, Richard, his * Travels in Spain,' 

V. 289 n. 328 n. 
Tyers, Thomas, iL 7. ; ilL 11& ; iv. 

71. ; V. 254. ; vii. 156. Anecdotes 

by, ix. 168. 
Tyrconnel, Lord, 1. 200 n. 
Tyr^vhitt, Thomas, his * Vindication,* 

viii. 124. 
Tytler, Alexander Eraser, Lord Wode. 

houselie, ii. lia; iv. 306.| v. 137 «. 

148.238. 
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Union, Scotch, iv. 32 is. 
Union with Ireland, viii. 295. 

* Universal History,* list of the au- 

thors of, V. 389 «». 
Universities, English, not sufficiently 
rich, vi. 128. 

* Unius lacertc,* viii. 89, 89 is. 
Upcott, William, L 151. 314 : ii. 173. 

286. ; iiL 165. ; iv. 2. ; ix. 257. ; x. 

122. 209. 316. 
Urban Sylvanus, Latin ode to, L 125. 
Useful Knowledge, ix. 78. ; x. 84 
Usher, Archbishop, iii 148. 
Usury laws, vL 144 
Uttoxeter, Johnson's extraordinary 

visit to, viii. 378. ; x. 103. 

V. 

Valiancy, General, viiL 269. 
Valifere, Msdemoiselle de la,.iv. 42. 
Vane, Anne, L 226. 
Vanity, viiL 411. ; ix. 84 
' Vanity of Human Wishes,' i. 221. 
226. ; iL 31& i X. 30. 78. 165. 
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Vansittart, Dr. Robert, iL 111, HI n. ; 

iii. SS8. ; ▼. 215. 
VauxhaH Gardens, viL 156k 
Veal, Mrs., story of her apparition, 

iii. 194 
Venailles, tL 11. 
Verses, alleged pleasure in writing, 

viii. 214. 
Vesey, Right Hon. Aginondesham,ir. 

112. J vii. 375. 
« Vicar of Wakefield,* ii.192,192 n. ; 

ViL 172. 247. 
Vice, ViL ISa 202. 211, 212. 
Vices of retirement, ix. 136. 

* Vicious Intromission,' iii. 233. 24L 

314. 

' Vidit et erubuit,* &s., by whom writ, 
ten, vii. 152. 

Vllctte, Rev. Mr.. vilL 332. 

ViUiers, Sir George, ghost story re- 
specting, vii. 215. 

Vincent, Dr., ii. 55 n. 

* Vindication of Natural Society,* 
Burke's, ii. 252, 252 n. 
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SSI. His description of the en- 
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ing house, v. 43. 
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ix. 34. ISl. 255. ; X. 86. 
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221. 
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ViL 188. 219. ; ix. 141. 256, 257. 
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Vows, iiL 6. 7. ; viL 221. ; viii. 81. 

114. ; ix. 81. 114. 
Vyse, Rev.:Mr., iL 97. ; vi. 258, 259. j 

ViL 48, 49. ; viiL 378. 
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Wages of labourers, iv. 294. ; viiL 166. 
Wales, Johnson's tour to, v. 194. 
Wales, Prince of, his situation, viiL 
172. 
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V. 316. 
Walker, Joseph Cooper, iL 7& ; vi. 

243. 
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ViiL 197. 
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Waller, Edmund, iv. 85. ; v. 306. ; vii. 

181. ; vuL a 292. ; ix. 185. 
Waimetley, Gilbert, L 83. 100. 111. 

230. i iL 215. ; x. 12.^ 
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Orford, ii. 282 »t ; iiL 80 it. j v. 277. 

284. ; viii. 90. 178. 317. 
Walp<de, Sir Robert, L 14a ; uL 80 ft. 

233. } V. 9. 178. 293. j viiL 56. j ix. 

146.255. 
Walton, Isaac, ix. 160. His < Angler,* 

V. 18a Sia i vi. 76. 237. ; ix. 160. 
War, iti.26a; viL 101.; viiL 205.; iz. 

140. 
Warburton, Dr., L 180. 203, 306. ; IL 

10, 10 It. 84. ; iiL 22, 22 n. 79. 92. 

130. ; ViL 1S9L ; viiL 15. 17, la 28a ; 

ix. 134.; x.52.59. 
Ward, quack doctor, viL 264. 
Warrants, general, iiL 72. 
Wariey camp, Johnson at, viL 226. 
Warren, Mr., the first bookseller at 

Birmingham, i. 89. 
Warton, Rev. Thomas, L 191. ; ii. 1& 

33.; vL 76.; viL 359. Johnson's 

letters to, iL:i6. 23, 24, 25. 27, 28, 29. 

S3. 41. 59. 7a 92.; iiL 27. 69. 125. ; 

vi. 29a ; ViL 323. S24. 
Warton, Dr. Joseph, L 834. ; iL 234. ; 

iiL 127. ; vi. 208. ; ViL 57. 284. ; ix, 

21 n. Johnson's letters to, L 302, 

303. ; iL 59. 301. 
Wasse, his Greek Trochaics to Bent- 

ley, V. 20& 
Waste, vii. 101. 
Watson, Rev. Dr. Richard, Bishop cf 

Llandaff. viiL 96, 96 n. 
Watson. Dr. Robert, his * History of 

Philip the Second,' iv. 54. 64. 6a ; vi. 

232. 
Watts, Dr., L 67. ; vi. 259. ; viL 222. ; 

ix. 143. ; X. 160. 

Weariness, v. 333. ; ix. 117. 
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Weftther, its Influence on the mind, 

ii. 90.S10.SS8; viiL 264. 
Wealth, iii. 267. ; tL 56. j vii. 100. ; 

viii. lOa 
Webster, Rer. Dr. Alexander, iv. 

44. J V. 175. 181. 
Wedderbume, Alexander, afterwards 

Lord Loughborough, ii 141. 158.; 

▼. 299. ; vi. 116. 
Wedding ring, Johnson's, L 281. 
Welch, Saunders, iL 183. ; vii. 40. 43. 

282. 
Wellesley, Marquis, vi. 139. ; yii. 195. 
Welsh language, r. 206. 
Wentworth, Mr., Johnson's school- 
master, i. 45. 
Wesley, Rer. John, ir. 25, 25 n. ; vL 

4a; vii. 59. 141.270,271. 
Wesley, Charles, vii. 141. 
West, hu translation of < Pindar,' vii. 

375. 
Westcote, Lord, afterwards second 

Lord Lyttelton, vii. 334. 
Wetherell, Rev. Dr., v. 302. ; vi. 49. 
Wheeler, Rev. Dr. Benjamin, v. 215. ; 

vii. 231. 341. 
' Whig,* definition of a, ii. 48. 
Whig and Tory, viii. 293. 
Whiggism, definition of, ii. 216. ; ill 

131. ; vii 185. 
Whigs, iv. 303.; v. 25L; vUL 217.; 

ix. 30, 31. ; X. 24. 12a 
Whitaker, Rev. James, his * History 

of Manchester,' vii. 189. 
White, Rev. Dr. .Joseph, Johnson's 

letter to, iiL 243, 243 n. 
White, Rev. Henry, viii 37& 
Whitby's * Commentary,' iv. 308. 
Whitehead, Paul, L 137. ; iv. 120. 
Whitehead, William, i. 2ia ; ii. 177. 
Whitfield, Rev. George, L 77, 77 n. j 

iiL 80. ; iv. 25. ; vii. 293, 293 n. 
Whitgift, Isaac Walton's eulogy on, 

viiL 60. 
* Whole Duty of Man,' conjectures as 

to the author of, iiL 283. 
Whyte, Edward Anthony, v. S58 ». 
Wickedness, iv. 231. 
Wickens, Mr., of Lichfidd, anecdotes 

by, ix. 245. 



Wife, ilL 47. 76; 244.; iv. 244.; viL 

289. 378. ; ix. 51. 60. 87. ; x. IIL 
Wigs, iv. 174. 

Wilcox, Mr., bookseller, L 112m. 
Wilks, Rev. Joseph, ix. 3& 
Wilkes, John, IL 52. 112. ; ii. 10& ; iiL 

75.120.; iv. 28 n. 207. ; v. 78. ; vL 

58. 184. 195. 328. 339. ; viL 52. 175. 

327. ; ViiL la 7a 83. 85. 
Wilkes Wilkes, Israel, vL 185. 
Will, Johnson's, viiL.402. 
WilLmaking, iiL 30& 
William the Third, v. 284. ; vL 295. 
Williams, Mr. Zachariah, iL 54. 
Williams, Anna, L 165. 274, 274 «. ; 

iL 198. 252. ; iiL 9. 1102. ; vi. 144. 

25& 263. 267. ; viiL 227. 229. 2S5. ; 

X. 44. 4a 
Williams, Helen Maria, viiL 282. 
Williams, Sir Charles Hanbury, iiL 

18. ; iv. 30. 
Wilson, Rev. Thomas, hU ' Aichsso- 

logical Dictionary,' viiL 147. 
Windham, Right Hon. WUUam, v. 

240, 241 ». ; vii. 218. ; viii. 17a 190. 

274. 360. Anecdotes by, ix. 308. 

His last conversations with John* 

son, ix. 311. 
Windus's * Journey to Mequlnez,' v. 

20a 
Wine, iii. 145. 224. ; iv. 5a 226. ; vi. 

64, 65. 160. 162. 312. ; vii. 75. 81. 153. 

18a 182. 191. 255. ; ix. 93. 
Winifired's WeU, v. 202. 
Wise, Dr. Francis, iL SO. 
Wisedom, Robert, his prayer, v. 204. 
Wit, V. 161. ; viii. 83. 
Wits, ix. 2a 
Witchcraft, iv. 38. 177. 
Witches, iiL 2ia ; iv. 12a ; viL 289. 

378. 
Women, iv. 244l ; v. 308.; viL 129. ; 

217. 
Wood, Anthony, L 58. 
Woodcocks, iiL 4a 289. 
Woodhouse, the poetical shoemaker, 

iL 29a ; iiL 14L 
Worcester, v. 214. 
•World,' iL 198. 
World, injustice of the complaints 
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agtintt the, viiL leOi Mingling 

with, ix. 11& Opinion of, ix. 88. 

Retirement from, ix. 89. 
Worthington, Dr., v. 804.809.212. 
Wraxhall, Sir Nathaniel, vii. 922. 
Wray, Daniel, x. 860. 
Wray, Mra., x. 86a 869. 
Wrexham, t. 818. 
Writers, modem, the mooni (tf litera. 

ture, vii 188. 
Writers to the 'Signet,' ▼. 84. 
Writing, alleged pleasure in, viii 813. 

X. 

XeDopbOD,Ti. Saa ; viL STB^ -, ix. 7. 
Xerxes, Tii-ISL 



Y. 

Yonge, Sir William, i. S8& ; iii. 191. 
' Yorick's Sermons,' iii. 282 n. 
Young, Dr. Edward, L 251. ; iii. 396. ; 

iv. 301. ; Til. 83. ; riii. 29, 90 n. 97. 

100. 301. J ix.59.j X.23. 
Yvres, history of house of, riii. 188. 

Z. 

*Zen6bia,' Murphy's tragedy of, iii. 

41. 
'Zobeide,' Cradock's tragedy of, vi. 

157. 
Zouch, Rev. Mr., vi 237 n. 



ERRATA. 

VOL. II. Page 946. 'note S. for Soame Jensens read Charles JenMns. 

VOL. V. Page 278, note, dele from whom she was divorced in 1776, 
and insert she died in 1776. 

VOL VIII. Page 207. To the query put by Boswell to Johnson — 
*' Is not the expression in the burial service— ' in the sure and certain 
hope of a blessed resurrection '—too strong to be used indiscriminately ? " 
the following note ought to have been subjoined : — 

Mr.*Boswell, Quoting from memory, has interpolated the word ** blessed." 
The words of the Liturgy are, ** in sure and certain hope of t/ie resur- 
rection," &c Sec L'Estrange, in his ** Alliance of Divine Offices," 
p.'J3(XL, observes, *' these words import the faith of the' congregation then 
present in the article of the resurrection. The plural, ' our vile bodies,' 
excludes the restraint to a singular number." The reformed liturgies 
have uniformly employed the same cautious language. In one of the 
prayers used in the bunal service, in the first book of Edward VL, the 
following passage occurs : ** We give thee hearty thanks for this, thy 
servanL whom thou^ast delivered, &c. &c. And, as we trusty hast brought 
his ioul into sure consolation of rest" — Mabkland. 



THE END. 
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NEW BOOKS 
AND NEW EDITIONS, 

PUBLISHED BY MR. MURRAY. 




Now completed, in Tin Voluhei, 
BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON; 



Mr. Croher't Edition of Boswelts Johnson, 

With all his Eluddations and Improiements, calculawd in 
throw light upon obwlete facta and allusions hitherto ob' 
scure, to Bupplj omiBBions, and to reader Boiwill perfectly 
iiOeWiigiAnareidtrt^ the present dag. Cantuning aln dl 



8 UR. MCIRHAVS LIST. 

{Boiaeirt Johnian.) 
the But Norn of other Editobs, &c. With ■□ oiigioal 
whole-lengtli Portrait, and Views illuEtrative of tbe acttul 
localities of Di. Johksoh'i Lite, from Drawings made b; 
C. SriNMiD, R.A. 

Price 5i. each, bound. 

LItl ifPcrtmu kAo tore onWrfhitat Iitftimatlon or Nota K 

RLHon.J.W.CrokH 

Sir Wilts Scott, 
Lord Stowril, 
Lord Rdwbr, 
Rer. Dr. iUil. 

Dr. HuTWDOd, 

UmCliioiofMMeleoi, 

KibDpofFefM, 

LoidWcIK^, 
Lord Beilcy, 
Lord Luttdovoej 
Lord St. Melon, 
Ewl Spencer, 



VarloneH EiUUe: 



*i Brooka Boothbj, 



TheWMlooi, 






Vols. IX. and X. tooiiat of JOHNSONIAMA ; 

Or,MisGellann>u9 ADecdotesandSajiiiga, gathered from nearlj 
> hundred different publicBtions, which could not have been 
produced as notes to Boswell, without overloading and perplex- 
ing his pages, but which are essential to the completioa of tbe 
iatellectual portrait of Johnson. 



A JOURNAL. 

B; FaiHcu Avvt Butliu (Fannjr Kemble). 
S Vols, post 8to, I8>. 

we ibould like to know, wbam:and whu IhE public can have imagli 

EoDJUKllen a book which > hundicd other tMvenen could hiic mi 
lutedaiikilfullyMhedielf, ihchsi given ui one of those vitid n 



■maAlel 
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80 little added ; next, at the fi-ankness and good faith with which she has 
retained these her first impressions, in spite of the thousand and one ter. 
rors, temptations, and prudential considerations of preparing for the press. 

** The way in which the supposed specimens of bad taste havebeen selected, 
in the newspapers and other publications, for exposure— sentences or half 
sentences detached from their quick and flowing context-- mdc^ them ap- 
pear infinitely worse than they really are. 

" The paragraphs to which the supposed objection £urly applies are very 
few in nnmber ; and the alteration or a word or two to some more quiet 
and pretty behaved expression, would set every thing right. 

*< The anger of our good cousins over the water would be still more ridi- 
culous than the sensitiveness of our purists.** — Edinburgh Review. 



III. 

LEGENDS of the CONQUEST of SPAIN. 

By the Author of " The Sketch- Book." 

Post Svo, 9«. 6(L 

IV. 

A TOUR on the PRAIRIES. 

By the Author of " The Sketch-Book. *' 
Post Svo, 9s, 6d. 

V. 
ABBOTSFORD and NEWSTEAD. 

By the Author of « The Sketch- Book.'* 
Post Svo, 9s. 6d, 

VI. 

INDIAN SKETCHES, 

Taken during an Expedition among the Pawnee Tkibis. 

By John T. Irving, Jun. 2 Vols, post Svo, 14«. 

**This work forms a kind of Continuation to my * Tour on the Prairies,' 
the Ei^edition being led by the same Commissioner; and it brings the 
reader among the Pawnee Tribes, of which we heard a great deal, but saw 
Hoikmg.*' 

'* The Sketches here given present, in my.c^nion, some of the most 
npirited, lively, and familiar views of Indian life that I have met with. 
They partake too of the youthftilness and flreshness of the Author, and of 
a peculiar turn for the grotesque by which he is characterised. We have 
not yet had much of the comic of the Indian character: vrriters have all 
represented the Indians according to a conventional and artificial model ; 
this unhackneyed youngster presents them as they are..*' » Letter from 
yfumnaros Irtino. 
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VII. 



THE BIBLICAL KEEPS AK£ for 1836; 

Or, Lakoscapb Illustrations of the most remarkable Places 
mentioned in the Holt ScairauaiSy arranged in the Order of 
the several Books and Chapters. 

Vol. II., price 21«. elegantly bound in Morocco, with 
Thirty-two highly finished Views made from (niginal and 
accurate Sketches taken on the Spot ; engraved by W. and 
E. FiNOBN ; with Descriptions of the Plates, by the Rev. 
Thomas Hartwell Horns, B.D. 

The above Work consists of the Views from the " Land- 
scape Illustrations of the Bible," Numbers IX. to XVI. 
bound in One Volume. 

VIIL 

MAJOR DOWNING*S LETTERS, Second English 
Edition, with Three additional Letters. 18mo, S«. 

IX. 

COLERIDGE'S TABLE TALK. 

2 Vols. Foolscap 8vo, with Portrait, &c., 15s, 

X. 

A RESIDENCE and TOUR in the UNITED 
STATES. 

By E. S. Abdt, A.M. S Vols, post 8vo, 30s. 

XL 

ESSAY on ARCHITECTURE. 

A New Mditiofh carefully revised, with nearly Oiie Hundred 

Plates. Royal Svo, £2. 

By Thos. Hops, Esq., Author of *< Anastasius." 

XI L 
EGYPT, and THEBES; 

From Observations made during a Residence of mote than 
Twelve Years. With Views and other Illustrations. Svo, 30^ 

By J. G. Wilkinson, Esq. 
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XI IL 



EXCURSIONS in the NORTH of EUROPE, through 
Parts of RUSSIA, FINLAND, SWEDEN, DENMARK, 
and NORWAY, in the Years 1830 and 1833. 

By John BA&noWy Jun. 

A New EdUion* Post 8vo, 1 2s. With a few characteristic 

Sketches, and 2 Maps. 



XIV. 

A VISIT to ICELAND in the SUMMER of ]834. 
With Thirty-three Wood Engravings. Post 8vo, 12«. 

By John Barrow, Jun., Author of '* Excursions in the North 

of Europe." 



XV. 

THE SACRED SCRIPTURES, illustrated from 
the Customs, Manners, Superstitions, Traditions, &c. of 
the East; Svo, 18«. 

By the Rev. Joseph Roberts 



XVK 

Onthe CONNEXION of the PHYSICAL SCIENCES. 
Third Edition, most carefully 'revised, particularly with a 
view of simplifying the Work, and rendering it intelligible to 
unscientific Readers, witli numerous Illustrative Woodcuts. 
Foolscap Svo, 10«. 6d» 

By Mart Somxrvillb. 



XVII. 

- THE DORIAS. An Historical Drama. Foolscap 8vo, 
3«. 6d, 
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XVIll. 

PRINCIPLES of GEOLOGY; with a Glossakt, 
containing an Explanation of Scientific Terms, and a copious 
Imdsx. 

By Charles Ltell, F.R<S., 
President of the Geological Society. 

A FoMrtk Edition, illustrated with 164 Woodcuts, and 16 
Plates and Maps. 4 Vols. 12mo, 24s- 

XIX. 

STATE PAPERS RELATING TO IRELAND. 

Published by the Authority of His Majsstt*8 Goternmxmt. 
Vols. I. II. and III. 4to, SI. 3s, Large Paper, 5L 5s» 

XX. 

The DUKE OF WELLINGTON'S DESPATCHES 
during his various Campaigns. Compiled from Authentic 
Documents, by Lieut.-Col. Gurwood. Vols. I. II. and III. 
8vo, 20s. each. 

XXL 

VON RAUMER'S ILLUSTRATIONS of the HIS- 
TORY of the SIXTEENTH and SEVENTEENTH 
CENTURIES. Translated from the German, 

By Lord Francis Eoerton, M.P. 
2 Vols. Post 8vo, 21«. 

XXIL 

The ACHARNENSES of ARISTOPHANES. Edited, 
and adapted to the Use of Schools and Colleges, 

By Thomas Mitchell, A.M. 8vo, 105. 

Also, THE WASPS OF ARISTOPHANES, 
By the same Editor. Svo, 10$. 

XXIII. 

INTRODUCTION to the STUDY of the GREEK 
CLASSIC POETS. Designee!* for Young Persons at 
School or College. By Henrt Nelson Coleridge, A.BI. 
A New and Improved EdiHmu Foolscap Svo, 7s. 6d* 
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XXIV. 

SOME REMARKS on DROPSY, with a NARRA- 
TIVE of the LAST ILLNESS of the DUKE of YORK. 
By Dr. Machichael, Physician to the King. 8vo, 1«. 6d, 

XXV. 

BROCKEDON»S ILLUSTRATED ROAD-BOOK 
of the ROUTE from LONDON to NAPLES. ComjfJetein 
Five Parts, with 25 Plates. 1 Vol. 8vo, 245. The last three 
Parts may be had separately, price 12«. 

XXVL 

THE LYRICAL POEMS of DANTE. Translated 
by Charlss Lyell, Esq. of Kinnordy. Post 8vo, 1 2«. 

XXVIL 

THE WORKS of LORD BYRON; with his Life, by 
Thomas Moore. Now first collected and arranged, and 
illustrated with Notes, Biographical and Critical, by 

Sir Walter Scott, Mr. Lockhart, George Ellis, 

Lord JeflfVey, Ugo Foscolo, Thomas Campbell, 

Professor Wilson, Rev. George Croly, Rer. H. Milman, 

Sir Egerton Brydges, Mm Shelley, T. Moore. 
Bishop Heber, 

Complete in Seventeen Volumes, uniform with Boswell's 
Johnson and the Works of Scon and Crabbb. Illustrated 
with Views of the most remarkable places visited or described 
by Lord Byron. Bound in cloth, 5s» each vol. 

XXVIIL 

THE POETICAL WORKS of the REV. GEORGE 
CRABBE, with his LETTERS and JOURNALS; and 
his LIFE, by his SON. In Eight Vols. Foolscap, 5s. 
each, bound in cloth. 

XXIX. 

TRAVELS to BOKHARA, and VOYAGE up the IN- 
DUS. By Lieutenant Bubnes. A New Edition, S Vols. 
Foolscap Svo, with Map and Plates, 1 6s* 
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CHHISTMAS PRESENTS FOR CHII.DREN 
ANB TOVNO PERSONS. 



I. 

MRS. MARKHAM'S NEW WORK. 

HISTORICAL CONVERSATIONS for YOUNG 

PERSONS. 

Containing — 1. The Histobt of Malta, and the Knights 
of Rhodss. St The Histobt of Poland. By Mas. Mabk- 
HAK, Author of the < Histories of England and France.* 
With illustrative Woodcuts, 1 vol. demy 12ino. Nearly ready^ 

II. 

CHRISTMAS STORIE& By Maria Edoiworth. 
Containing Garrt Owsn; or the Snow Woman, and Poor 
Bob the Chimnkt Swbepbb. With Woodcuts, 1 vol. 2s. 6d* 
Printed to correspond with *' Early Lessons.** 

IIL 

BERTHA'S JOURNAL during a VISIT to her 
UNCLE i comprising a variety of interesting information for 
Young Persons. Arranged for every Day in the Year* TfUrd 
and Cfieaper Edition, in 1 vol. Neariy ready* 

IV. 

GOSPEL STORIES. An attempt to render the Chief 
Events of the Lifs of Our Savioub intelligible and profitable 
to Young Chilsbbn. ji New Mdition, half-bound, 35. 6d. 

V. 

STORIES for CHILDREN, from the History of Eng. 
land. Eleventh Edition, Ss. half-bound. 

VL 

The HISTORY of the LATE WAR: with Sketches 
of Napoleon, Nelson, and Wellington, in the s^le of 
" Stories for Children." 1 vol. half-bound, 2s, 6d, 

VI L 

BISHOP HEBER*S HYMNS. Adapted to the Weekly 
Church Service of the Year. Ninth Edition, in a podce% 
volume, 2s. 6d, 
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VIII. 

The POETICAL PRIMER. Consisting of short Ex. 
tracts from Ajicient and Modem Authors, selected and arranged 
progressively for the Use of Children* By Mas. LAwasNcs. 
Third EditUnh 18mo, Ss. 

IX. 

MR& MARKHAM*S HISTORIES. 

1. England. Fifth and Cheaper EtUUon, 2 vols. I2s, boards. 

2. France. A Third Edition^ 2 vols. 1 2s, 

3. Spain. On the plan of Mas. Mareham*8 <* Histories of 
England and France.'* By Maria Callcott. 2 vols. I2s. 

X. 

LITTLE ARTHUR'S HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 
2 Vols. ISino, with Woodcuts, 6s. 

** This little History was written for a real little Arthur, and I have 
endeavoured to write it nearly as I would tell it to an intelligent child. 1 
well remember what I wuited to be told myself, in addition to what I found 
in my lesson books, when I was first allowed to read the History of Eng- 
land, and I hope I have answered most of the questions I recollect to have 
wished to have atkei." ^ Author's Frtface. 



DOMESTIC COOKERY. 



FxFTT-xxoHTH Edition, Price FxTK and Sixpbnci, 
A NEW SYSTEM OF 

DOMESTIC COOKERY, 

FOUNDXD UPON 

Principles of Economy and Practical Knowledge* 
adapted to the Use of Private Families. 

BY A LADY. 
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PEN and PENCIL SKETCHES of INDIA. Being 
a Journal of a Tour in that Country. With numerous En- 
gravings by Landscbr, and Woodcuts, chiefly illustrative of 
the Field Sports of India, from the Author's own Sketches. 
By Captain Mundv, late Aide-de-Camp to Lord Comber- 
mere. A New Edition. In 2 Vols. 8vo, SOs. 

A BACKWOODSMAN'S ACCOUNT of UPPER 
CANADA, for the Use of EMIGRANTS. Third Edition. 
In Foolscap Svo, It. 6d» 

A YEAR in SPAIN. By a Young Ameeican. 2 Vols, 
post 8vo, 1 6s. 

BUBBLES from the BRUNNENS of NASSAU. 
Third Edition, with Eleven Plates. Foolscap 8vo, 75. Sd. 

ROUGH NOTES taken during some rapid Journeys 
across the PAMPAS and among the ANDES. By Major 
Sir F. Bond Head, author of ** Bubbles from the Brunnens." 
Third Ediiion, Post 8vo, 9«. 6d. 



CONSOLATIONS in TRAVEL; or, the LAST 
DAYS of a PHILOSOPHER. By Sir Humphry Davy, 
late President of the Royal Society. Printed uniformly 
with " Salmonia." New Edition, 8vo, 6«. 



SALMONIA; or, DAYS of FLY-FISHING. Third 
EdiHon, 'vrith Plates and Woodcuts. Foolscap 8vo, 12«. 



GLEANINGS IN NATURAL HISTORY. With 
Local Recollections. By Edward Jesse, Esq., Surveyor 
of His Majesty's Parks and Palaces. Being a Companion to 
the " Journal of a Naturalist.** Now completed in Three 
Vols, post 8vo, I Of. 6d* each. 



11 
NEW BOOKS IN THE PRESS, 

OR 

Preparing for Publication. 



I. 

THE WELLESLEY PAPERS. 

The DESPATCHES, MINUTES, and CORRE- 
SPONDENCE of the Most Noble the MARQUESS 
WELLESLEY, K. G., now first collected and arranged, and 
revised by his Loadship. Embracing his Lordship's Admi- 
nistration as Governor- General of British India, — Ambassador 
to the Court of Spain, — Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
^ — and Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 8vo, with a Portrait, &c. 

IL 

JOURNAL of the ARCTIC LAND EXPEDITION, 
to the Mouth of the Crreat Fish River, and along the Shores 
of the Arctic Ocean, in the years I8SS, 4, and 5. 

By Captain Back, R. N., Commander of the Expe- 
dition. 1 vol. 8vo, with a Map of the New Discoveries in 
Northern Geography, and very numerous Illustrations from 
the Author's Drawings. 

II L 

OUTLINES of a JOURNEY through ARABIA- 
PETR^A, to MOUNT SINAI, and the EXCAVATED 
CITY of PETRA— the EDOMofthe PROPHECIES. 

By M. Leon Dx Laborde. Beautifully printed in 1 vol. 
8vo, with nearly Seventy Plates and Maps. 

The price of this book will be about one twelfth of the 
original French work. 

IV. 

A PERSONAL ACCOUNT of some of the MOST 
STRIKING EVENTS of A TWELVE MONTHS' 
CAMPAIGN with ZUMALACARREGUI during the 
present Spanish War in Navarre and the Basque Provinces. 

By an English Officer in the Service of Don Carlos. 
2 vols, post 8vo, with a Map of the Seat of the War in Spain, 
and a Portrait of Zuxalacarrxgux. 
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V. 

THE LIFE OF OLIVER GOLDSMITH, 

Chiefly drawn up from Original Sources, and comprising 
numerous interesting Pieces. By James Prior, Esq.» 
Author of the ** Life of Burke.*' Preparing in Montliiy^ 
Volumes. 

VL 

ELEMENTS of GEOLOGY. With numerous lUus. 
trations of Fossil Remains. Intended for the Use of Students 
and Young Persons. By Charles Ltell, F.R.S., 1 Vol. 
12mo. In an advanced state of preparation. 

VIL 

MEMOIRS OF ROBERT LORD CLIVE, 

Collected from the Family Papers at Wolcot, and other Au- 
thentic and Original Sources. 

By Major-Gen. Sir John Malcolm, G.C.B., K.L.S., 
F.R.S., LL.D., &c. In 3 vols. 8vo, with a Portrait. 

VIIL 

THE LIFE of the LATE CHARLES MATHEWS, 
Comedian, commenced by Himself, and continued by HIS 
SON. 

" It is not only the records of my own adventures and mbhaps, my life 
and opinions, tliat I am vain enough to think amusing, but some of those 
singular events which, contrary to aU probability or my own expectation, 
mingled me with remarlcable men. There are few individuals in this 
country who have had such opportunities affbrded them as myself of a»> 
sodating or coming in contact with persons of every class of society, from 
the king's palace to tlie cobbler's stall" — From Ma. BfATHBws*« Auta^ 
biograpky. 

IX. 

OUTLINES of the POLITICAL ECONOMY of 
NATIONS. By the Rev. R. Jones, Professor of History 
and Political Economy at the East India College, Hertford- 
shire. i2mo. 
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X. 

ENGLAND in 1835 ; being a Series of Letters written to 
Friends in Germany during a Residence in London, and Ex- 
cursions into the Provinces. By Fbzd. Von Raumkr. 
2 vols. post. 

XL 

BUTTMAN'S LEXILOGUS; 

Or, a Critical Examination of the Meaning and Etymology 
of various Greek Words, and Passages in Homer, Hesiod, 
and other Greek Writers. By the late Professor Buttmav, 
of Berlin. Translated and edited, with Notes and copious 
Indexes, by the Rev. J. R. Fishlakx» A.M., 1 vol. 8vo. 
Jutt ready, 

** Buttman*s Lexilogus it a most able dj^pquisition on the derivation, 
formation, and meaning of a number of doubtftil words and passages in 
Homer. It contains, in two small unpretending volumes, a deeper and 
more critical knowledge of Greek, more extensive research, and more 
sound judgment, than we ever remember to have seen in any one work 
before. Though it is primarily a criticism on Homer, yet it is not confined 
to his poems; fiir every author, and every passage, and every analogy 
which the whole range of Oreek literature can Aimish as illustration or 
example, is brought to bear on the old epic language with a talent and by 
a memory surpaised (if surpassed) only in Porson himsel£"— Quarterly 
Rniew. 



XIL 

A DESCRIPTION of that Part of DEVONSHIRE 
bordering on the Tama a and the Tavt; its Natural History, 
Manners, and Customs, Superstitions, Scenery, Antiquities, 
Biography of Eminent Persons, &c. &c. In a Senes of 
Letters to Robxbt Southbt, Esq. By Mrs. Brat, Author 
of " Travels in Normandy," «• Fitz of Fitzford," « The 
Talba,'' « De Foiz." 3 Vols. Post 8vo, with Illustrations. 

XIIL 

A COMPLETE LATIN-ENGLISH DICTIONARY, 
compiled from the best Sources, chiefly Grerman, and 
adapted to the Use of Colleges and Schools. One \'ol. 
8vo. 

By the Rev. J. E. Rxddu, M. A. 
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^ XIV. 

A HANDBOOK FOR TRAVELLERS UPON THE 

CONTINENT: 

Being a Guide to Holland and Bbloium — Tbe Rhine — 
Prussia and Northern Germany — Bavaria and Southern 
Germany — Austria — Tyrol — Tbe Austrian and Ba- 
varian Alps, and 

SWITZERLAND, 

Containing Descriptions of the Principal Cities, their 
Museums, Picture Galleries, &c. — the Great High Roads-— 
and the most interesting and picturesque Districts, witli 
Directions for Travellers and Hints for Summer Tours. 
Prepared from Journals and Memoranda, principally the 
Result of personal Experience, and derived from Observ- 
ations made on the Spot. 

In one compact Volume, uniform with "Starke's Directions,* ' 
to which it is intended as a Sequel. 

XV. • 

HISTORY of the DECLINE and FALL of the 

ROMAN EMPIRE. 

By Edward Gibbon, 

Including his LIFE, written by Himself; and NOTES 

By the Rev. H. H. Milman, Prebendary of St. Peter's, 
Westminster, and Vicar of St. Margaret's. 

With Historical Embellishments. In Monthly Volumes, 8vo. 

The design of the Work is to furnish the Original, unmu- 
tilated Text of Gibbon, revised throughout, particularly in 
the quotations, and to subjoin a candid and dlspassionatx 
examination of his mis-statements on the subject op 
Christianity, with such additional correction and informa- 
tion as has been brought to light by the inquiries or disco- 
veries of later historians, Foreign as well as British, who have 
successively treated the different periods comprehended in the 
History of Gibbon. 



f 
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XVI. 

A NEW HISTORY OF MODERN EUROPE, 

From the Termination of the Fifteenth Century. 

Translated from the German of Frederick Von 'Raumer. 
With copious Additions and Notes, original, and selected 
from other Sources. Svo. 

XVII. 

A POPULAR ACCOUNT of the MODE of LIVING 
among the GREEKS, Social, Religious, and Civil. 

Translated from the German of Dr. Henry Hase. 

Foolscap Svo. 

XVIIL 

ILLUSTRATIONS of the GEOLOGY of YORK- 
SHIRE. 

By John Philups, F.R.S., F.G.S., 
Professor of Geology in King's College, London. 

Vol. II. 4to. 

XIX. 

THE HIGHLANDERS OF SCOTLAND; 

Their Origin, History, and Antiquities, with a Sketch of their 
Manners and Customs, and an Account of the Clans into 
which they were divided, and of the State of Society which 
existed among them. 

By William F. Skene, F. S. A. Scot. 
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XX, 

GEOLOGY of the COUNTIES OF SALOP, HERE- 
FORD, RADNOR, PEMBROKE, MONTGOMERY, 
BRECKNOCK, CAERMARTHEN, MONMOUTH, 
WORCESTER, and GLOUCESTER, with a large Geo- 
logical Map, numerous Coloured Sections, and many Plates 
of unpublished Organic Remains. By Roderick Impet 
MuBCHisoN, F.R.S., Vice-President of the Geological and 
Royal Geographical Societies, F.L.S« &c. &c* Royal 4to. 



7%i8 Day are publuhedt 

GRAPHIC ILLUSTRATIONS 



OP 



THE LIFE AND TIMES OF DR. JOHNSON. 

With Plates, and descriptive Letter-press, super>royal 
8vo, S«. 6(L To be continued at intervals, and to contain 

Portraits of Remarkable Persons, many of which have 
never before been engraved ; 

Fac-similes of their Autographs ; and 

Views of the most interesting Localities connected with 
them. 



• • 



A small number of Copies, royal 4to proofs, 5s., and 



4to India proofs, before letters, 7s. 6d» 



Contents op Part I. 

1. Lichfield, the Birthplace of 
Johnion. SIcetched and drawn by 
e. Stanaeld. 

2. Portrait of Dr. Johnson's Fa- 
ther. 

& Facsimile of the Letter of Gil- 
bert Walmesley, introducing John- 
son and Oarrick on their first Visit 
to London. 

i. Edward Cave, Originator of 
the Gentleman's Magazine. 

5. St. John's Qate, Clerkenwell ; 
and Autograph of Cave. 

6. Facsimile of Dr. Johnson's 
Letter to Cave, 1788. 



Contents op Part IT. 

1. Dr. Johnson's House in Bolt 
Court, Fleet Street, now destroyed. 

S. whole-length Portrait of Ge- 
neral Oglethorpe— from a Sketch 
taken by Sam. Ireland. 

3. The Grammar School at Uch- 
field. where Dr. Johnson was edu- 
catea— and the Academy at Edial, 
where he was Teacher in 1736. 

4. Portrait of Warren Hastings. 

5. Autographs of distinguished 
Contemporaries of Johnson. 
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